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. JOURNAL OF THE CONVENTION

FOR

FEAMING A CONSTITUTION FOR THE STATE OF LOUISIANA.

FIRST DAY.
Ne"W OkilEans, November 23, 1867.

The Convention was callecl to order at

12 o'clock M. by W. R. Crane, of Orleans.

On motion of W. R. Crane, of Orleans,

R. G. Gardner, of Jefferson, was nomi-

nated as President pro tern.

On motion of R. I. Cromwell, of Orleans,

Wm. Yigers was appointed Secretary x^ro

tern.

W. R. Crane, of Orleans, moved to nomi-

nate a Sergeant-at Arms, pro iem.

W. H. Cooley, of Point^Coupee, moved
that the roll be called to ascertain whether

a quorum was present.

J. H. Ingi-aham, of Caddo, moved that

the Roll Secretai-y be ordered to read the

miUtary order calling this Convention to

assemble.

The Secretary then read Si^ecial Order

No. 166, after which the following delegates

answered to the roll :

Messrs. P. F. Valfroit, Milton Morris, O.
H. Heampstead, P. Poindexter, P. Edwards,
Ls. Francois, G. W. Reagan, F. Lange, W.
H. Cooley, E. Bonuefoi, Theop. Myers, J.

H. Ingraham, C. C. Antoino, A. Bernard,
John Lynch, Thos. P. Harrison, J. F.

Taliaferro, Wm. H. Meadows, James li.

Landers, J. B. Lems, J. B. Snider, J. P.

Newsham, R. Lewis, John Gair, H.
WiUiams, P. G. Deslonde, Wm. Brown,
Thos. N. Martin, R. G. Gardner, N. Schwab,
D. H. Reese, Wm. MurroU, F. Riard, Wm.
Butler, G. Dupart, D. D. Riggs, Thos.
Leroy, W. H. Hiestand, Chs, Smith, D.
Wilson, R. H. Isabelle, S. Moses, S. Jones,

Wm. R. Crane, H. Bonseigneur, Thos.
Isabelle, L- Rodriguez, S. Belden, G. M.
Wickhffe, R. I. Cromwell, P.B. S. Pinchback
E. R, Tinohant Q, 13, p. Biiijlassis, p,

A. Massicot, S. B. Packai-d, L. Guichard,
Charles A. Thibaut, Geo. W. Bearing, G.

Y. Kelso, S. Cuney, Denis BurreU, .T.

Deslonde, P. Harper. J. C. OUver, N. Un-
derwood, Geo. H. Jackson, J. B. Vander-
gTLff, S. L. Snaer, J. B. Esnard, F. Marie,

U. Dupart—78 members answered to their

names.

Capt. Pinchback, of Orleans, offered a

resolution to be read by the Secretary.

R. I. Cromwell of Orleans, objected to

the reading of the resolution as being pre-

mature.

P. B. S. Pinchback, of Orleans, withdrew

his resolution.

A motion to adjourn was lost by the fol-

lowing vote:

Ayes 31; nays 48.

The Convention then proceeded to select

a Sergeant-at-Arms pro tern.

Mr. Crane, of Orleans, nominated D, W.
Shaw.

R. H. IsabeUe, of Orleans, nominated J.

M. Davis.

R. I. CromweU, of Orleans, nominated

N. A^iUere.

Mr. Wickliffe moved that the election T>e

made by ballot. Adopted. Ayes 47 ; nays 10.

A motion that the plurahty vote should

elect was lost.

J. G. Taliaferro, of Catahoula, and R.

Waples, of Orleans, were appointed' tellers.

The Secretary pro tern, then proceeded to

call the roU.

Result of the first ballot :

N. Yillere received 12 votes ; J. M. Davis

,

received 36 votes ; G. W. Shaw received 17

I

vqto!3 ; F, Bft^ia rpcfived 4 yotpf^
; I", Mer-
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votes ; E. Davis received 4 votes ; "Wallace

teceived 1 vote. No election.

A motion was made to elect the Sergeant-

at-Arms viva voce. Lost.

Second ballotting :

J. M. Davis received 38 votes ; G. W.
Sliaw received 35 votes ; N. Villere received

2 votes ; E. Da^ds received 1 vote ; J. L.

Dft-vis received 1 vote.

J. M. Davis, having received the highest

niimber of votes was declared elected Ser-

geant-ftt-Arms pro tern.

P. B. S. Pinchback, of Orleans, caHed

for the reading of his resolution. A. Ber-

tonneau, of Orleans, moved to adjourn until

Monday November 25th, 1867, at 11 o'clock

A. M.

The motion to adjourn having prevailed

the Convention adjourned to meet on Mon-
day, November 25th, 1867, at 11 o'clock a, m.

A true copy :

WM. YIGEES, Secretary.

SECONT) DAY.
New Orleans, November 25, 1867.

The Convention was called to order af

11 o'clock a. m.

B. G. Gardner, of Jefferson, in the Chair.

Prayer was offered by Bishop Campbell.

The Secretary pro (em. called the roll and
the following delegates answered to their

names :

Messrs. C. C. Antoine, L. "W. Baker, J.

L. Barrett, S. Belden, A. Bertonneau, W.
J. Blackburn, O. C. Blandin, Hy. Bon-
seigneur, E. Bonnefoi, "Wm. Brown, De-
nis Bun-ell, Wm. Butler, Cooley, Crane,
Crawford, Cromwell, Cuney, Dearing, De-
marest, Depasseau, P. G. Deslonde, Joe.
De.slonde, Donato, Douglass, Drinkard, Du-
part, Ulger Dapart, Duplessis, Esuard,
Francois, G. W. Fm-gusou, Gair, Guicliard,
Harper, Harris, Hemp.stead, Hielstand. In-
graham. R. H, Isabelle.Thos. Isabele, Jones,
Kelso, Landers, Lange, Leroy, J. B. Le-nis.
B. Lewis, Ludehng, Lynch, Mixrie, Martin^
Massicot, Meadows, McMillen, Morris,
Moses, MurreU, Mushaway, Myers, New-
sham, Ohver, Packard, Pierce, Pinchback,
Poindoxtor, Pollard, Reagan, Beese, Riard,
Rigg.s, Roberts, Rodriguez, Schwab, Sinith,
Suaer, Scott, Snider, Taliafeyro, Thibaut.
Twitohfll, Uiidenvood, Val|Toit, Vander-
prriflf, Yidal, AVaples, Wickl^tfe, Wiiliims,
^iisoft—88 meflttbera pre,^eiit.

There being a quorum present, the Con-
vention proceeded to business.

The minutes of the last session are read

by the Secretary p7-o tern, and adopted.

G. M. "Wickliflfe, of Orleans, moved that

Rev. Drs. Turner, Campbell, NeA\Taan, Mr.
Page and ox-Governor Wells be in\-ited to

tak<^ seats on the platform. Seconded and
adopted.

Mr. G. M. WickUflfe, of Orleans, offered

tlie following resolution :

Reaoii'cd, That all subordinate oflfleers

and employers of this Convention shall be
drawn equally from both races.

Thos. Dealonde, of St. Charles, moved to

lay the resolution on the table. Seconded.

Mr. WOson, of Orleans, called for the

ayes and nays. Carried.

The following delegates voted aye :

Messrs. Antoine, Baker, Barrett, Brown,
Belden, Blackburn, Blandin, Burrell, Craw-
ford, Cromwell, Cuney, Dearing, Deslonde,
Jos. Deslonde, Donato, Douglnss, Drinkard,
Ferguson, Guiehard, Harper, Harris,
Hempsteod, Hiestand, Kelso, Landers, Le-
roy, Le'W'is, R. Lewis, Ludeling, Massicot,
Meadows, McMilisn, Morris, Murrell, New-
.?ham, OHver, Packard, Reagan, Reese,
Roberts, Scott, Snider, TaHafcrro, Twiteh-
eU, Underwood, Vandergriflf, Yidal—i7
ayes.

The foUo'wing delegates voted nay :

Messrs. Bei-tonneau, Hy. Bonseigneur,
Bonnefoi, Butler, Cooley, Crane, Francois,
Demarest, Depasseau, Dupart, U. Dupart,
Duplessis, Esnard, Ingraham, IsabeUe,
Thos. Isabelle, Jones, Lange, Marie, Mar-
tin, Moses, Mushaway, Myers, Pinchback,
Poindexter, Pollard, Riard, Riggs, Rodri-
:>:uez, Schwab, Smith, Suaer, Thibaut, Val-
froit, Waples, Wickliffe, Williams, Wilson—

•

38 nays.

The resolution was laid on the tnble.

Mr. Smith, of Orleans, moved that the

Convention proceed to a permanent organ-

ization. CaiTied.

Mr. Cromwell, of Orleans, moved that the

Convention President, Secretary, Sergeant-

at-Arms and Doorkeeper be elected by
ballot.

Mr. Cooley, of Point Coupee, moved to

elect the President viva voce.

Mr. Jones, of Orleans, moved that the

motion be laid on the table. Ciu'ried.

Mr. Bertonneau, of Orleans, nominates

Rufous Waj)],es#
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Mr, Diipart, of Livingston, nominates

W. R. Crane.

Mr. Chai-les Smith, of Orleans, nominates

J. G. Taliaferro.

Mr. S. Snaer, of St. Martin, nominates

S. Belden.

Mr. O. C. Blandin, of Orleans, moved

that the nominations be closed.

Mr, E. H. Isabelle, of Orleans, moved

that three tellers be a]ppointed. Carried.

The chair appoints Messrs. J. H. Ingra-

ham, of Caddo, Wm. H. Cooley, of Point

Coupee, J. Mnshaway, of Orleans, tellers.

First balloting:

E. Waples received 18 votes; W. E. Crane
received 20 votes; S. Belden received 10

votes ; Mr. Taliaferro received 39 votes
;

Chas. Smith received 1 vote.

Mr. J. P. Newsham, moved that the two

highest candidates be balloted for, which,

on motion of Mr. G. M. Wicldifl'e, was laid

on the table.

Mr. S. Snaer, of St. Martin, withdraws

the name of S. Belden.

The Convention then proceeded to a

second balloting.

Second balloting:

Mr. TaHaferro, received 45 votes ; Mr.
Crane received 29 votes ; Mr. "Waples re-

ceived 15 votes ; Mr. Gardner received

1 vote.

There being on3 vote cast more than the

number of delegates present the Conven-

tion proceeded to a third balloting.

A. Bertonneau, of Orleans, withdraws the
name of R. Waples.
Third baUoting :

Mr. Taliaferro received 57 votes ; Mr.
Crane received 38 votes.

J. G. Tahaferro, of Catahoula, is declared

the President elect of the Convention.

G. M. WickHffe, of Orleans, moved that

the election be made unanimoiis. Carried.

P. B. S. Pinchback, of Orleans, moved
that a committee of three be appointed to

escort the President elect to the chair. Car-

ried.

The chair appoints Messrs. Pinchback,

WickLiflfe, Waples. After a few preKminary

remarks the President took his seat.

Mr. Wm. H. Cooley, of Point Coupee,

offered the following resolution

:

Resolved, That a committee of seven mem-
feej-g be appoifltt-^vl^J t|i§ clj.tin> to recp|njnent\

to this Convention suitable persons to occupy
the places of Secretary, Assistant Secretary,

Sergeant-at-Arms, Door-keeper and Post-

master, and that said committee be in-

structed to report to-morrow at the opening
of this body.
On motion of Mr. L. Eodriguez, of Or-

leans, it was Ldd on the table.

Mr. P. B. S. Pinchback, of Orleans,

moved to elect a Secretary by ballot. Car-

ried.

Mr. S. Belden, of Orleans, nominated

Mr. Wm. Vigers.

Mr. H. Bonseigneur, of Orleans, nomi-

nated Mr. H. F. Campbell,

The chair appointed as tellers Messrs.

Belden and Smith, of Orleans, and Mr.

Yidal, of St. Landry.

The Convention proceeded to ballot for

a Secretary.

First balloting:

WiUiam Vigers received 54 votes
;

H. G. Campbell received 31 votes; H.
Train received Ivote; J, L. Campbell
received 3 votes.

Wm. Vigers, having received the major-

ity of votes, was declared elected Secretary

of the Convention.

Mr. D. Wilson, of Orleans, moved to

proceed to the election of a Sergeant-at-

Ai'ms. Carried.

Mr. J. P. Newsham, of West Fehciana,

moved to adjourn until 5 o'clock?, m. Lost.

Mr. W. L. McMiUen, of CarroU, offered

the following resolution :

Resolved, That a committee of thirteen

(13) members be appointed to rejjort rules

and regulations to govern the proceedings
of this Convention, and the number, char-
acter and designation of the various stand-
ing committees necessary in framing a
Constitution.

Mr. Pinchback, of Orleans, moved for a

call of the House to ascertain whether a

qiiorum was present.

Eighty-two members answered to their

names.

Nominations being declared in order the

following gentlemen were nominated for

the office of Sergeant-at-Arms :

J. M. Davis, L. Berhel, C. C. Morgan,
N. ViUere, Chas. Gradpre, E. Davis, L. J. P.
Capla, D. W. Shaw.

Thos. S. Crawford, of CalcTweU, n^ovfd
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A. Bertonneaii, of Orleans, moved that a

plurality of votes should determine the

election. Adoj^ted on a di-vision. Ayes 57,

nays 23.

The Convention then proceeded to baUot.

First balloting :

J. M. Davis received 25 votes; R. Davis
received 14 votes; L. Berhel received VG

votes; C. C. Morgan received 2 votes; N.

ViUere received 3 votes; Chas. Grandpre
received 2 votes; D. W. Shaw received 7

votes; E. AV. Shaw received 7 votes; Chas.

E. Murrel received 1 vote.

Mr. L. Berhel having received the high-

est number of votes was declared elected

Sergeant-at-Arms.

On motion of O. C. Bhindin, of Orleans,

the Convention adjoiu'ned to met on Tues-

day, November 26, 1867, at 10 o'clock a. m.

A true copy :

WM. VIGEES, Secretaiy.

THIRD DxiY.

New Oeleaxs, November 26, 1867.

The Convention met at 10 o'clock a. m.

Judge Taliaferro, of Catahoula, in the

chair.

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll,

and the follomngmembers answered to their

names:

Messrs. Antoine, Baker, Barrett, Belden,

Bertonneau, Blackburn, Blandin, Bonseig-

neur, Bounefoi, Brown, Burrel, Butler,

Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Cromwell, Cuney,

Dearing, Demarest, Depa-sseau, P. G. Des-

londe, J. Deslonde, Donato, Douglass,

Drinkard, Dupart, U. Dupart, Duplessis,

Esnard, Francois, Ferguson, Gair, Gard-

ner, Guicliard, Harper, Harris, Hempstead,
lugraham, Thos. Isabelle, R. H. Isabelle,

Jackson, Jones, Kelso, Landers, Lange,

Leroy, R. Lewis, Ludeling, .Marie, ^Jartin,

Massicot, Meadows, Mc.vliUen, Morris,

Mosses, Wurrel, Mushaway, .Myers, New-
sham, Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Pinchback,

Poindexter, Pollard, Reagan, Reese, Riard,

Riggs, Rodriguez, Schwab, Smith, Scott,

Snaer, Thibaut, Tinchant, Tmtchell, Un-
derwood, Yalfroit, Vandergriff, Vidal,

Waples, "Wicldiife, WiUiams, Wilson—85
members present.

There being a quorum present, the Secre-

tary proceeded to road the minutes of the

last session, which, after a slight correction

from Chas. Smith, of Orleans, Avere adopted,

'l']\e folloAving letter was read by the

New Obleans, November 25, 1867.

To the lion. Presideut and ^Members of tbo Constitu-
tional Convention of Louisiuna

:

Gentlemen—I have the honor, in the
name of Hon, T. L. TreUock, Secretaiy of

the Union Congressional Committee, to
present herewith, for the use of the Con-
vention, a copy of the New York Constitu-
tional Manual, contaioiug a copy of all the
States of the Union.

Very respectfully your ob't serv't.

(Signed) H. C. Wabmoth.
W. R. Jones, of Orleans, moved that a

vote of thanks be tendered to J. L. TreUock.

Adopted.

W. H. Cooley, of Point Coupee, offered

the following resolution

:

Resiolved, That an in-sdtation to the privi-

leges to the floor of the Convention be ex-

tended to the Hon. B. L. Lynch, Judge H.
C. Warmoth, Dr. M, A. Southworth and
Judge J. K. Belden.

Chas. Smith, of Orleans, moved to amend
so as to include the members of the Conven-

tion of 1664.

Which, on motion of A. Bertonneau, of

Orleans, was laid on the table.

The original resolution was then adoi^ted.

J. P. Newsham, of West Feliciana, offered

the following resolution

:

Eesolved, That the members of the public
press of the city of New Orleans be invited

to take seats within the l)ar of the Conven-
tion during the session thereof.

T. S. Crawford, of Ouachita, moved to

amend as follows

:

That all members of the public press of

the United States.

The resolution as amended was adopted.

Chas. Smith, of Orleans, offered the fol-

lowing resolution:

ReRdlmd, That the Judges of the Su-
preme Court and the District Court, ex-

members of Congress, and ex-Governor
Hahn be in^•ited to seats within the bar.

G. M. Wicldiflfe, of Orleans, moved to

amend as follows:

On the platform.

The resolution as .amended was adopted.

R. H. Isabelle, of Orleans, moved that

the proceedings of the Convention be

opened daily by prayer. Carried.

G. M. Wickliffe, of Orleans, offered the

foUo-ndng:

Rei^alved, That ft oonjijiittep of three be
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ing to act as cliaj)lains to tliis Convention
to furnish the chairman of said committee
a Ust of their names, in order that the

daily sessions of this Convention may be
opened -with prayer.

Seconded and adopted.

J. H. Ingraham, of Caddo, offered the

folloAving resolution:

Resolded, That the State Librarian be re-

quested to furnish each member of this

Convention with a copy of the revised

statutes of Louisiana, from 1812 to 1856,

also, copies of all acts of the Legislature

from 1856 to 1867. It being under-
stood that all books so furnished will

be returned to the State Librarian when
this Convention will adjoui-n sine die.

G. M. Wickliffe, of Orleans, offered the

following amendment :

That the Librarian be requested to furn-

ish the revised statutes of 1855 and 56.

Wliich on motion the resolution as amend-

ed was adoi^ted.

A. Bertonneau, of Orleans, moved that

the Convention do now proceed to elect a

Minute Clerk and Doorkeeper.

W. H. Cooley, of Point Coupee, moved
that the election be postponed until the

Committee on Bules and Kegulatious re-

port.

G. M. Wickliffe, of Orleans, moved that

Kev. T. W. Conway be invited to take a seat

on the platform. Carried.

G. M. "Wickliffe, of Orleans, offered the

following resolution :

Resolved, That a committee of seven be
appointed by the chair to determine the

number of subordinate officers and em-
ployees of this Convention, the salaries to be
attached to each,

Charles Smith, of Orleans, moved to lay

the whole subject on the table and proceed

to a permanent organization.

W. H. Cooley, of Point Coupee, offered

the following resolution :

Resolved, That the election of all officers

except DoorkeeiDcr be postponed until the
reception and final disposition of the report
of the committee of thirteen, ai^pointed
this day.

Seconded and adopted.

P. B. S. Pinchback'moved to jproceed to

ballot. Carried.

The folloAving gentlemen were nom-
inated :

W. Mulford, M. Raymond, J. Hurst, A.

Monroe, J. A Deslonde, J. T. Burges, J.

T. Deslonde, J. B. Jourdain, J. M. Vance,
P. K. O'Connor, J. B. Le^vis, Josiah
Doyle.

Charles Smith, of Orleans, moved that

three tellers be aj)pointed. •

The chair aj^pointed :

Messrs. Pinchback, of Orleans, Snaer and

Vandergriff, of Saint Mary.

G. M. Wickliffe, of Orleans, moved that

the pluraUty of votes should i^revail. Se-

conded and cari'ied.

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll.

Eesidt of the first balloting

:

Mr. Ilaimond received one vote ; Mr.
Mulford, 17; J. A. Deslonde, 12; J. B.
Joui'dain, 12; A. Monroe, 18; J. M. Vance,
13; P. K. O'Connor, 7; D. W. Shaw, 2; J.

Doyle, 9; T. J. HiU, 2; Burgess, 1.

A. Monroe having received the highest

number of votes, was declared elected

Doorkeeper.

The President then announced the com-

mittee of (13) thirteen, as follows:

W. L. McMiUen, chairman; J. S. Craw-
ford, J. H. Ingraham, W. H. Cooley, J. B.
Newsham, P. B. S. Pinchback, J. F. Lude-
Ung, M. Vidal, E. I. Cromwell, E. Waples,
Geo. Y. Kelso, E. G. Gardner, J. H. Lan-
ders.

Mr. Eeagan, of East Baton Eouge,

moved to proceed to the election of a

Postmaster. Declared out of order.

Geo. W. Eeagan moved to reconsider the

vote on the resolution of Wm. H. Cooley,

of Point Coupee. Seconded.

Ayes 33, nays 34. Lost.

Mr. Eeagan, of East Baton Eouge, of-

fered the following resolution :

Resolved, That, for the government of

this Convention, until rules and regulations

shall have been prejjared and adoj^ted, we
be governed by those of the Convention of

1864.

W. H. Cooley, of Point Coui^ee, offered

the following amendment :

That this Convention be governed by the
rules and regulations of the House of Eep-
resentatives of the United States.

The resolution as amended was then

adopted.

Ed. Tinchant, of Orleans, offered the fol-

lowing resolution :

Resolved, That a copy of the Military Ee-
constructioa Bill be furnished to each mem«
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ber of this Convention. Laid on tlie table,

Mr. Jones, of Orleans, offered the follow-

ing resolution :

Resoked, That the Sergeant-at-Arm8 be
instructed to caU ni^on the Secretary of tlie

SuUiCeutral Executive Committee of the
Eepublican party, who is recjuested to
furnish him with the Military and Supple-
mentary Bills, passed on Alarch the 2d,
1867. Seconded and adoiotcd.

S. Belden, of Orleans, offered the follow-

ing resolution :

Resolved, That thft Sergeant-at-Ai-ms of
the Convention be authorized to appoint
two Assistant Sargeant-at-Arms, who -niU
remain to assist, at the will of the Conven-
tion.

J. B. Vandergi-iff, of St. Martin, moved
to lay the resolution on the table.

Canied.

A. Bertonneau, of Orleans, moved that

the Convention proceed to elect an official

printer.

J. P. Newsham, of West Feliciana, moved
to lay the motion on the table.

Ayes 30, nays 49. Lost.

H. Bonseigneur, of Orleans, moved that

the vote be taken by viva voce.

Mr. Reagan moved to lay the motion on

the table.

Wm. R. Crane, of Orleans, moved the

aye^ and nays be called. Carried.

The following delegates voted aye

:

Messrs. Antoine, Baker, Barrett, Black-
burn, Brown, Burrell, Cooley, Crawford,
Cromwell, Cunoy, Bearing, Jas. Deslonde,
Donato, Drinkard, Ferguson, Francis,
Fuller, Gair, Harper, Harris, Hemstead,
Hiestand, Ingraham, Kelso, Landers, Leroy,
J. B. Lewis, R. Le^\i8, Ludoling, Lynch,
McMiUen, MurreU, Newsham, Ohver, Pack-
ard, Pierce, Pinchback, Poindexter, Reagan,
Reese, Riard, Riggs, Scott, Snaer, Steele,

Twitcliell, Underwood, Valfroit, Vandergriff,
Vidal—51 ayes.

The following delegates voted nay

:

Messrs. Belden, Bertonneau, JBlandin,
Bonseigneur, Bonnefoi, Butler, Crane,
Depasseau, P. G. Deslonde, Douglass,
G. Dupart, U. Dupart, Duplessis, Es-
nard, Gardner, Guichard, R. H. Isabelle,

Thos. Isabelle, Jackson, Jones, Lange,
Marie, Martin, Meadows, Milton, Moses,
Mushaway, Myers, PoUard, Rodriguez,
Schwab, Smith, Thibaut, Tinchant,Waples,
Wickliffe, AYilliams, Wilson—35 nays.

The motion to vote viva voce was lost

—

pyes 51, nays 35,

D. Wilson, of Orleans, moved to adjourn*
Mr. IsabeUe, of Orleans, moved to take a

recess of twenty minutes.

P. B. S. Pinchback, of Orleans, moved
to lay the motion on the table. Carried.

D. Wilson moved to adjoiu-n until 2
o'clock p. M. Lost.

Mr. Vandergriff, of St. Martin, nominated
L. S. Brown & Co.

T. M. Martin, of Jefferson, nominated J.

B. Roudanez & Co.

R. Waples, of Orleans, requested permis-
sion to speak before calling the roU.

The chair decided the gentleman out of

order.

Ed. Tinchant, of Orleans, offered the fol-

lowing resolution

:

Resolved, That the Hon. R. Waples, of
Orleans, be allowed to apeak on the subject.

J. M. Wickliffe, of Orleans, appealed from
the decision of the chair.

The chaii- was sustained by the following

vote :

Ayes 47, nays 38.

The chair appointed as tellers P. B. S.

Pinchback, of Orleans, S. Moses, of Orleans,

J. P. Newsham, of West Feliciana.

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll.

First balloting:

J. B. Roudanez & Co. received 46 votes.

S. L. Brown & Co. received 45 votes.

J.^B. Roudanez & Co. having received the

highest number of votes, were declared

the official printers of the Convention.

On motion of J. Mushaway, of Orleans,

the Convention adjourned to meet on
Wednesday, November 27, 1867, at 10

o'clock A. M.

A true copy:

WM. VEGERS, Secretary.

FOURTH DAY.
New OkiiEAns, November 27, 1867.

At ten o'clock a. m. the Convention was
called to order.

J. G. TaliafeiTo in the chair.

Mr. Wickliffe, of Orleans, moved that

Rev. Dr. Conway bo invited to open the

proceedings with a prayer. Adojjted.

Prayer by the Rev. Conway.

RoU caUed by tho Secretary. The foUoir-

ing delegates answered to their name«:
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Pesident J. G. Taliaferro, Messrs. An-
toiue, Baker, Barrett, Belden, Bertonneau,
Blaudiu, Blackbiu'u, Bonseigneui-, Brown,
Barrel, Butler, Cooley, Crane, Crawford,

CromweU, Cuney, Deariug, Dei:)assean, P.

G. Deslonde, Donate, Douglass, Drinkard,

Dui^art, Duiilessis, Esnard, Francois, Ful-

ler, Gair, Gardner, Harper, Hiestand, In-

graham, Pt. H. IsabeUe, Jones, Kelso, Lan-
ders, Lange, Leroy, J. B. Lewis, Ludeliug,

Marie, Martin, Meadows, Martin, Moses,

^!urreU, Musliaway, Oliver, Packard, Pierce,

Poindexter, PoUard, Eeagan, Keese, Biggs,

Roberts, liodreguez, Scott, Snider, Thi-

baut, T^^itcheU, Underwood, Valfroit, Van-
dergriff, WiUiams, Wilson—73 members
present.

Tlie Secretary then read the minutes of

the last meeting, which on motion were

adopted.

J. T. Ludeling, of Caldwell, and several

of the Committee of Thirteen requested

permission to retire to the committee

room. Granted.

G. M. Wickliflfe, of Orleans, offered the

following resolution

:

Whereas, The enemies of the Radical
party in Louisiana have succeeded but too
well in inflaming the prejudices of the
white people against the colored of our
State, and against all the Radical Repub-
licans on account of their connection with
that party; and

Whereas, It is the true interest of the
colored race and the true policy of the Re-
pubUcan Radical party, and their true and
real honest desire to dissipate this unfound-
ed prejiidice by a coui-se of strict justice

and honor, and by using every endeavor to

preserve peace and good, order; therefore

Resolved, That the delegates to this

Convention, as the direct and legal repre-
sentatives of the Radical Republican party,

and as the true friends of the colored
race, do hereby utterly repudiate all de>sire

for class legislation, and aU desu-e to Afric-

anize the State of Louisiana, and that we
do not, as a people or party, desire or medi-
tate, nor will we countenance bloodshed or
revenge.

Resolved, That all we claim is equality
before the law for all men -nithout distinc-

tio^i of race or color or previous condition,
and shall endeavor to seciu'e this great con-
sideration of all just men, and to inaugur-
ate a system of government that will secure
the great political, civil, social and indus-
trial welfare.

Resolved, That we deprecate the senti-

ments expressed in the leading article of

the Republicau newspaper of tliis city, in

its issue of November 25, 18G7, and de-

nounce the said article as incendiary, un-

called for, dangerous to the best interests

of our party, and declare that the said

paper, in said article, does not rei^resent the

sentiments, wishes or purposes of the Rad-
ical Repubhcan pai-ty of Louisiana, or of

the colored race.

Resolved, That while we do not ex-

pect aught else from rebel sheets but
misreiDresentations, falshood and calum-

ny, and are fvilly aware that the sentiments

uttered by those despicable hireling sheets,

are not entertained by the honorable por-

tion of the Southern people, we most solemn-
ly protest against all such unauthorized and
dangerous sentiments, views and j)ui-poses.

Mr. Reagan, of East Baton Rouge, moved

tolay the resolution on the table.

Mr. Wickliffe, of Orlerns, requested the

Secretaiy to read an extract from a news-

l^aper.

The Secretary then read the extract. IMr.

Schawb, of Jefiferson, offered the follomng

amendment

:

Whereas, The discussion of this article

takes usaUthe time to discuss it ; therefore :

Resolved, That we no longer discuss upon
but simply denounce the article as injurious

to the Repubhcan principles, and a misre-

IDresentation thereof, and proceed to fm-ther

business.

Mr. Pinchback, of Orleans, moved to lay

the whole subject on the table.

Carried—Ayes 41, nays 36.

By Jos. Deslonde, of Saint John the

Baptist :

Resolved, That Major Gen. J. A. Mower
and staff be respectfully in-vited to visit

this Convention, and that a committee of

five be appointed by the chair to wait on
Gen. Mower and comm.unicate this resolu-

tion to him.

Which, on motion, was adopted.

Mr. Wickliffe, of Orleans, offered the

following resolution :

Resolved, That a committee be appointed

to secui-e a copy of the rules of order of the

House of Representatives of the United
States Congress and instruct the Printer of

this Convention to furnish one hundred
copies for the use of the members of this

Convention.

G. W. Ferguson moved to lay the resolu-

tion on the table. Lost.

Mr. Lynch, of Morehouse, moved that it

be referred to a committee of thirteen. Car'

riecl.
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The Convention, on motion, took a recess

of one hoiu- to await tlie reiDort of the com-

mittee of thirteen.

At 1)^ o'clock p. M. the Convention was

called to order. 82 delegates present.

The Secretary read the names of the fol-

1 owing committee

Committee on luAiting the Clergj' :

G. M. "NVicklifle, of Orleans, chairman
;

J. Mushaw:\v, of Orleans, P. F. ^'alfroit,

of Ascension.

The committee to wait on Gen. Mower:

J. Deslonde, chairman; J. Lynch, of

Morehouse, A. Donato, of St. Landry, N.
Schwab, of Jefferson, S. Jones, W. L.
McMiUen, of CurroU.

The chairman of the Committee on Eules

and Regixlations offered the follovnng re-

port :

KEPOKT.

The Committee on Rules and Regulations
beg to report back the resolution introduced
by the lionorable member from Orleans
with the recommendation that it be indefi-

nitely postponed.

Mr. Vandergriff, of St. Martin, moved
that the re^jort be received and adopted.

Carried.

Mr. WickHffe, of Orleans, moved that the

rule 6 of the regulations be amended. Lost.

P. B. S. Pinch1)ack, of Orleans, moved
that 100 copies of the rules and regulations

be jjrinted for the use of the members.

Mr. Belden, of Orleans, moved to amend
to 200.

The resolution as amended was adopted.

Mr. Bertonncau, of Orleans, moved to re-

consider the vote on the adoption of rules

and regulations.

Mr. Cooley, of Point Coupee, moved to lay

the resohition on the table.

Carried—ayes 38, nays 37.

Mr. Wickliffe, of Orleans, offered the fol-

lowing resolution:

Rraolred, That every member of this Con-
vention who sliall not be j^resent at roU-call

of each day, at the opening of its session,

shall forfeit his 7;('7- <//f^»i for that day, and
it shall be the deity of the Secretary to keep
an exact account of the absentees on such
occasions, and furnish the same to the
Treasurer or other person that may be
authorized to pay the members their salary.

Which was withdrawn by the mover.

Mr. Barrett, of Union, offered the follow-

ing resolution

:

Hesolvdd, That the Convention now pro-
ceed to eiioose seats permanently by lot,

drawing by delegation.

Laid over under the rules.

Mv. Wickliffe, of Orleans, moved that

when this Convention adjourn it ad-

joiu'u to meet on Friday, at 11 o'clock

A. M. Adopted.

Mr. Belden, moved to adjourn. Lost.

Mr. Ingraliam, of Caddo, moved that

this Convention proceed to elect the re-

maining officers necessary to pei'fect its

organization. Adojited.

W. H. McNIillen, of Corroll, nominated

H. J. Campbell, as Minute Clerk of this

Convention.

Mr. L}iich, of Nforehouse, moved that

his election be made by acclamation.

Adopted.

Mr. CampbeU was unanimously elected

Minute Clerk of this Convention.

Wm. H. Cooley, of Point Coupee,

moved to go into an election of two assist-

ant Sergeant-at-Ai'ms. Adopted.

The foUoAviug '^ gentlemen were nom-
inated.

J. W, Davis, OHver Scott, N. YiUere,
WaUace E. Gardette. J. H. Flag, J. A.
Craig, J. B. Joiu'dain, S. Kain, J. W.
Vance, William H. Horners, P. K.
O'Connor, Wm. Scott, W. Collins.

Mr. Smith, of Orleans, moved that the

candidate receiving the highest number of

votes 1)6 declared elected. Adopted.

Mr. Moses, of Orleans, moved that three

tellers be appointed. Adopted.

The President appoints Mr. Smith, of

Orleans, Morris, of Ascension, Snaer, of

St. .\;artin.

First balloting:

J. M. Da\ds received 81 votes ;N. Villere

received 21 votes; E. Gardette received 21
votes; C. C. Morg;in received 1 vote; W.
H. Horners received 7 votes; W. Scott re-

ceived 3 votes; S. Kain received 7 votes;

J. W. Vance received 8 votes; Alexander
Scott 21 votes; J. W. Wallaca received 3
votes; W. Collins, received 3 votes; J. H.
Flag received 2 votes; J. A. Craig received

2 votes.

J. M. Davis was declared elected Assist-

ant Sergeant-at-Arms.
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There being three candidates having re-

ceived the same number of votes, on mo-

tion of S. Belden, of Orleans, the Conven-

tion proceeded to ballot for a second As-

sistant Sergeant-at Arms.

Mr. Ooolcy, of Point Coupee, moved that

the three highest be voted for. Adoi^ted.

Second balloting :

Alex. Scott received 28 votes; E. Gardette
received 38 votes ; N. YiUere received 21

votes.

E. Gardette was declared elected second

Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms.

ilr. Mc.MiUen, of Carroll, moved to elect

an Assistant Secretary. Carried.

A. Bertonneau, of Orleans, nominated J.

Sarta.

iMr. McMillen, of Carroll, nominated H.

Carstens.

R. I. CromweU, of Orleans, nominated

Thos B. Waters.

P. B. S. Pinchback, of Orleans, was ap-

joointed teller, in the place of Chas. Smith,

of Orleans.

First balloting:

J. Sarta received 31 votes ; Waters re-

ceived 25 votes; Carstens received 28 votes;
J. L. Montieu received 1 vote; Mr. Raghce
received 2 votes.

No candidate ha\dng received a majority

there was no election.

On motion of Jos. Deslonde, of Saint

John Baptist, the Convention adjourned to

meet on Friday, November 29th, 1867, at

11 o'clock A. M.

A true copy :

WM. VIGEES, Secretary.

FIFTH DAY.
NOVEMBEK 29, 1867.

The Convention met at 11 o'clock a. m.

On motion of Mr. Eagau, of Baton
Eovige, Mr Ingraham, Caddo, was called

to the chair in the absence of the President.

The roll v/as called.

The following delegates answered to their

names

:

Antoine, Baker, Belclen, Bertonnejui,
Blacklraru, Blandin, Bonseigneur, Boune^
ioi, Brown, Barrell, Butler, Crane, Croni-
well, Ciiney, Dearing, Demarest, Pepassean
P. G. Peslojide, J, Peslqnde, Dor.gW.

,

Drinkard, Dupart, G, D\\\)nvt, DupltsHih!

Gardiner, Gould, Guichard, Harjjer,
Plarris, Hemi^stead, Hiestaud, Ingraham,
IsabeUe, Thos. Isabelle, Jackson, Jones,
Kelso, Landers, Lange, Leroy, Lewis, R.
Lewis, Ludeling, Lynch, Marie, Martin,
Massicot, Meadows, McLeran, Milton,
Moses, Murrel, Mushaway, Myers, New-
sham, Ohver, Packard, Pierce, Pine J j back,
Poindester, Pollard, Eeagan, Eeese, Eiard,
Eiggs, Roberts, Rodriguez, Schwab, Smith,
Snaer, Scott, Snider, Steele, Thibaut, Tin-
chant, Tv.itchel, Underwood, Valfroit,

Vandergriff, Vidal, Waples, Wickhfte,
Williams, Wilson—88 members present.

Prayer was oilerred by the Rev. Maistre.

The minutes of yesterday v/ere read and
approved.

Mr. VandergT-iff, of St. Martin parish,

moved to invite Maj. Gen. Winfield Hancock

and staff to visit the Conversion, and that

a committee of seven be appointed by the

chair to wait uijon the Major General and

inform him of the action of the Conven-

tion.

Mr. Smith, of Orleans, moved to amend,

by including the name of Governor Flan-

ders. The amendment was accepted and

the motion as amend^ed was adopted.

Mr. Demarest, of St. Mary, moved that

the Commissioners of the recent election,

under the Military Reconstruction Bill,

shall receive the same pay per diem for

their two days' services as the members of

this Convention.

Mr. Newsham, of West Feliciana, moved

that it lie on the table, which was lost.

Mr. Lynch, of Morehouse, moved it be

leferred to the Committee on Contingent

Exi:)enses, which was carried.

Mr. Bro^^^l, of Iber^oLle, moved that there

1)6 aUowod to each delegate four newspapers,

to be selected by himself, which on motion

of Mr. Wicldifte, of Orleans, was laid on the

table.

Mr. Newsham, of West Fehciana, moved

that the Sergeant-at-Arms be iastructed to

place a copy of each daily newspaper upon

the desk of each member of the Conven-

tion.

Mr. Underwood, of St. James, moved

that the Sergeant-at-Arms be instructed to

supply eaoh member of the Convention with

[aoopyof the following ruirAOcl papers, viz;



12 JOURNAL OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION.

cate and Picayune, -wliicli on motion of Mr.
i

Oooloy, of Point Couj)ee, was laid on tlie

table.

Mr. Tincliant, of Orleans, moved that tlie

Sergeant-at-Ai-ms be instructed to cause the

United States flag to be hoisted on top of

this building from sunrise until sunset every

day during the session of this Convention,

Avliich was adoi^ted.

President Taliaferro took the chair.

Mr. Blackburn, of Claiborne, offered the

follo\dug resolution

:

Resolved, That any member of this Con-
vention may have the pri-\-ilege to invite,

temporarily, Avitliin the bar or to his own
desk, a visiting friend, Avhich lays over

under the rules.

Mr. Newsham, of West Feliciana, moved

that the recent removals by Gen. Mower of

State officials ; who had been chosen to their

resi^ective offices as a reward for their ser-

vices to the rebellion, meet the approval of

this Convention as wise and patriotic.

Resolved, That attested copies of these

resolutions be telcgrax)hed at once to Gen.
Grant, Senator AVade and Si^eaker Colfax.

Adopted.

Mr. Newsham, of West Fehciana, moved
that the Sergeant-at-Arms be instructed to

lay a copy of each loyal joaper in the city of

New Orleans upon the desk of each member
of the Convention.

Mr. Cooley, of Point Poupee, moved to

amend, leaving the choice of the papers

to each member.

Mr. Belden, of Orleans, suggested that

the hour had arrived for taking up the

order of the day. Adopted.

Mr. Newsham, of West Feliciana, moved
that the Sergeant-at Arms be instructed to

place seats or benches in the lobby of the

Convention for the accomodation of persons

visiting this Convention. Adojited.

Mr. Newsham, of West Feliciana, rose to a

question of privilege to inquire if after a

resolution was in the hands of the Secretary

the mover could have the privilege of with-

drawing it to oiTer again in the shape of

motion. The chair decided the question

in tlie negative.
!!\Ir. Crawford moved to proceed to con-

sideration ox the unfinished business of the

preceding day. Adojitedj

Mr. Eeagan, of West Baton Rouge, offered

the following resolution :

Whbkeas, The peculiar and unprece-
dented nature of the new element whicli is

now merging into legitimate form is des-

tined soon to become the law and law-mak-
iug power of the State ; and
Whereas, 'J'he dilapidated condition cf

all the ressuurces of the State hy the ravages
of war has greatly obstructed many of the
avenues of information ; and
Wheeeas, It is reasonably apprehendf^d

that great efibrt wi 1 be made to prevent
the adoption of the Constitution to be sub-
mitted by the Convention to the people, by
tiie combined powers of the Conservative
press,. by great machinations, and by open
violence ; and
WHEKE.is, It is deemed by this Conven-

tion indispensably necessary that all the

sources and instrumentalities within the

central of this body should be used for the

purpose of effecting a thorough dissemina-
tion of our proceedings and the result of

our deliberations among the people of this

State, therefore be it

Resolved, 'i'hat the jDroprietors of the
New Orleans Republican be and they are

hereby employed to publish regularly the

proceedings of this Convention, for which
they shall be paid by the State on a war-
rant from the Convention, signed by the

President and Secretary, a compensation
pro Vitta with the established custom of

printing.

Laid over under the rules,

Mr. Belden moved to take up the order

of the day. Adopted.

The order of the day was taken tip, and

the Convention proceeded to the election by

baUot of an Assistant Secretary. Messrs.

Belden, of Orleans, Butler, Brown, of Iber-

ville, were appointed as tellers.

Upon the first ballot, T. B. Waters re-

ceived forty-five (45) votes.

J. Sarta received thirty-nine (39) votes.

W. H. Carstens received twelve (12) votes.

J. M. WeUs received one (1) vote.

And Mr. Waters was declared duly elected.

R. I. Cromwell, of Orleans, asked for a

suspension of the rules to ofter a resolution.

Mr. Wickliffe, of Orleans, rose to a point

of order, and caUed for the announcement

of the standing committees.

Mr. Barrett, of Union, rose to the follow-

ing point of order: That resolutions lying

over from yesterday were now the order of

the day; which being deeided affii-matively
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by the chair, the following resolution was

read

:

Resolved, That this Convention now pro-

ceed to choose seats i^ermanently by lot,

drawing by delegations.

Which was adopted.

Mr. WickHflfe, of Orleans, moved that the

name of each delegation, including the five

districts of Orleans, be WTitten on a slip of

paper, that the Sergeant-at-Arms draw, and

each delegate shall select seats as drawn

from the box. The Convention then pro-

ceeded to assign the seats, after which a re-

cess of fifteen minutes was taken, at the

expiration of which the Convention was

called to order, and the President announced

the appointment of thstanding committees

as follows:

Legislative Department—J. L. Ban-ett,

chairman ; John Lynch, T. S. Crawford,

J. B. Deslonde, Solomon Moses, A. Ber-
tonneau and S. B. Packard.

Executive Department—Wm. McMiUen,
chairman ; S. Belden, Fielding Edwards,
J. H. Landers, Curtis Pollard, Emile Bon-
nefoi, Geo. Y. Kelso, J. B. Vandergi-ifif and
D. H. Reese.

Judiciary—J. P. Liideling, chairman

;

R. Waples, A. N. Gould, Wm. R. Meadows,
Thomas P. Harrison, Geo. W. Dearing Jr.,

and W. H. Cooley.

General Provisions—Thomas Crawford,
chairman; Charles Leroy, L. M. Baker, R.
I. CromweU, R. G. Gardner, AVm. H.
Cooley, Jno. L. Ludehng.
Ordinance and Schedule—Rufus Waples,

chairman; J. P. Newsham, T. S. Crawford,
AV. H. Cooley, Jno. L. Ludeliug, Jno. L.
Barrett, S. Belden.
On Enrollment—J. B. Vandergi-iff, chair-

man; Sothene Suaer, NajDoleon Underwood,
J. B. Lems, Benj. McLeran.

Printing—W. J. Blackburn, chairman;
Michel Vidal, Charles Thibaut, W. H.
Hiestand, S. H. Cuney, W. H. Twitchel,
Wm. Brown.
Finance—H. W. Fuller, chairman; Jno.

S. Harris, J. G. Drinkard, Jno. L. Barrett,

W. L. McMiUen.
Militia—P. S. Pinckback, chairman; C.

C. Autoine, Simon Jones, N. Sehawb,
Charles Smith. R. H. Isabellc, Victor
Lange. Rufus Waples, Milton Morris, Wm.
jNlurrclI, L. Rodriguez, Jno. Gair, W. R.
Crane.

Public Education—John Lynch, chair-
man; John L. Barrett, H. Bonseigneur, A.
J. Bernard, O. C. Blandin, Wm. Butler,

Deiinis Burrel, A. J. Demarest> P. G. Des-

londe, David Douglas, Theophile Myers,
Peter Harper, G. Snider.

Internal Improvement—H. R. Steele,

chairman; J. Lynch, Fielding Edwards,
Thos. P. Harrison, Jos. C. Oliver, Fortune
Riard, Frederic Marie.

Bill of Rights—Jas. H. Ingralinm, chair-

man; John Scott, Gustavus Dupart, D.
Wilson, Henderson Williams, John Pierce,

C. B. H. Duplessis, Geo. W. Reagan, D. D.
Riggs.
Contingent Exioeuses—H. G. Bonsei-

gneur, chairman ;S. Belden, M. Yidal, J. B.
Ksnard, O. N. Gould.
Draft on the Constitution—W. Cooley,

chairman; Thos. S. CraAvford, Jno. S.

Ludeling, Rufus Waples, W. L. McMiUen,
Charles Leroy, P. I'. Yalfroit, J. A. H.
Roberts, J. H. Ingraham.

Mr. Wicklifife, of Orleans, requested to

be excused from serAdng on the Committee

on Enrollment, which request, on motion of

Mr. Cooley, of Point Coupee, was gi-anted,

and Mr. Ingraham, of Caddo, aiapointed in -

his place.

Mr. Crawford, of Caldwell, announced

that Mr. Harrison, member of the Conven-

tion from Morehouse, had just arrived in

the city, and was confined to his room from

iUness, and moved that he be gTanted lea-v e

of absence until his recovery. Granted.

The President announced the appoint-

ment of the following named images to the

Convention: Lems C. Danieil, Alexander

Armstrong, Edward Simpson, J. L. Duj^art.

Tdr. McMiUen, of Carroll, sent to the

Secretary's desk the foUowing ordinance, and

moved that it be made the special order of

the day, for Monday, at 10 o'clock a. m.,

which was so ordered;

Be it ordained by the people of tlie State of
Lotdsiana in Convention asxemhloil. That the
act of the Legislatiu-e of this State, ap-
proved the 26th of March, 1867, entitled

"An act to pro^dde means for the construc-
tion of levees by the issue of bonds of the
State for fourmiUionsof dollars, andtojjro-
vide for the redemption of said lionds," is

hereby ratified and confirmed, and the said

bonds, when issued, Avhether signed by the
persons then acting as Governor and Secre-
tary of State of the State, or by the persons
now acting and discharging the duties of

Governor and Secretary of State, sbaU have
fuU force and effect, and the faith of the
State for their redemption as pledged and
provided in said act shall forever be held
valid and of full effeetj
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Mr. Isabolle, of Orleans, offered the fol-

lowing resolution :

WuEKEAS, Tlie disasters visited npon the

pcoplo of Louisiana, by the overflow, the
epidemic, the disorganized condition of

money matters in this Commonwealth, have
caused much sid'fering in the cotton grow-
ing community, and especially among the
frecdmen ; and

Whereas, The tax on cotton now en-

forced by the United States Government
falls heavy upon the poorer classes of our
jjeople ; therefore be it

Ecs'jlred, By the people of Louisiana in

convention assembled, that while we are

willing and anxious to support our National
Government, yet we have experienced that

our people are unable to i)ay the heavy tax

collected on cotton raised in this State;

therefore, w'e petition and urge upon Con-
gress to repeal or modify the said tax on
cotton.

Kesolved, That copies of these resolu-

tions and petition be immediately sent to

the President of the Senate and Speaker of

the House of Kopreseutatives of the United
States.

Adopted aod passed on its second road

ing, under a suspension of the rules.

Mr. Cooley, of Point Coupee, moved to

suspend the rules that the resolution pass to

its second and final reading, Avhich was car-

ried, and the resolution upon its second

reading Avas adopted.

Mr. "Wickhffe, of Orleans, moved that one

hundred copies of the ordinance offered by

Mr. McSIillen, be printed for the use of the

Convention. Carried.

Mr. Isabelle, of Orleans, offered the fol-

lowing amendment.

Resolved, That this amendment be added
to rule o, of the rules and regulations of

the Constitutional Convention of the people
of Louisiana, \-iz: first ascertaining if the

Convention is ready for the question.

Mr. Cooley, of Point Coupee, moved to

lay it on the table. Motion lost.

Mr. J. Deslonde, of St. John Baptist,

moved to acljourn. Lost.

Mr. Crawford rose to a point of order,

that the amendment uuder the rules should

lie over.

The President ruled the amendment in

order.

Mr, E. H. Isabelle, of Orleans, called for

the previous question which was ordered by

question beinj? put upon the amendment it

was declared by the President to be adopted.

On motion the Convention adjourned

until to-morrow at 11 o'clock.

A true coj^y :

WM. VIGERS, Secretary.

SIXTH DAY.
New Orleans, November 30, 1867.

The Convention met at 11 o'clock a. m.

President Taliaferro in the chair.

The roll was called and the following

members answered to their names:

Antoine, Baker, Belden, Blandin, Bon-
seigneur, Bonnefoi, Butler, Cooley, Craw-
ford, Cromwell, Cimey, Bearing, Dupas-
seau, E. G. Deslonde, Douglas, N. Dupart,
Francois, Ferguson, Gair, Gardiner, Gui-
chard, Harris, Hempstead, Ingraham, Isa-
belle, Thos. Isabelle, Jones, Kelso, Lange,
Leroy, Le^vis, E. Lewis, Ludeling, Marie,
Martin, Massicot, Meadows, McLeran, Mor-
ris, Moses, Murrel, Myers, Newsham, Oli-
ver, Packard, Pierce, Pinchback, Poindex-
ter. Pollard, Eeagan, Eeese, Eiard, Eiggs,
Eodriguez, Schwab, Smith, Scott, Snider,
Twitchel, Underwood, Valfroit, Yander-
griff, Vidal, Waples, Wickhffe, WiUiams,
Wilson—68 members.

The minutes were read. Mr. Newsham, of

West Feliciana, asked that the name of his

parish be correctly stated.

Mr. Belden asked that they be corrected

in their statement of a motion being made
by him to lay on . the table certain matters.

They were also amended by inserting the

appointment of Mr. Ingraham on the Com-
mittee of Enrollment, vice Mr. Wickhffe

dechned. The minutes as corrected Avcre

approved.

The follo\ving resolution was read :

Resolved, That rule 47 is hereby so amend-
en as to read the words "Minute Clerk."
' 'WaiTant Clerk, " and after the words "Offi-

cial Printer" a "Postmaster."
(Signed) Geo. W. Eeagan.

Mr. Eagan, of East Baton Eouge, moved
to adopt.

Mr. Wickliffe, of Orleans, moved to

xmend by adding the words " Chief En-

rolling Clerk," The resolution was laid

over imder the niles.

The foUowiftg resQliitiqiis lie over under

the nilos

:
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Hesohed, That nothing whatever shaU
be purchased by the Sergeat-at-Arnis or
any one eLse for the use of this Convention,
nor shall any ajjpropriation be allowed for

any actual or contingent expenses unless
duly authorized by a regidar vote of this

Convention.

By Mr. K. H. Isabelle, of Orleans :

Resolved, That a standing committee of

thirteen be aj)pointed by the chair to be
known as the Committee on the Mode of

Revising the Constitution of the State of

Louisiana.

By Mr. Smith, of Orleans

:

Resolved, That a special c ommittec to be
composed of three members, be ajspointed

by the chairman to consider and rejjort to

this Convention, the present condition of

the levees in the State, what i^rogres has
been made by the existing Board of Levee
Commissioners in negotiating the bond
appropriated by the State Legislatiu'e for

levee purposes, and, also, what action is

expedient for this Convention to adopt in
relation thereto, and to lay before Con-
gress the necessities of national aid in re-

storing the levees on the Mississippi river.

Resolved furtlier. That the said commit-
tee be instructed, if i^racticable, to bring
in the report on Monday next.

Mr. Smith, of Orleans, rose to a point of

order to inquire if a resolution offered yes-

terday and lying over under the rules does

not come up for the action of the Conven-

tion to-day.

The chair decided that the resolution

lies over subject to caU afte-r the transaction

of the regular business of the morning.

Eesolution of Mr. CromweU, of Orleans.

1. Resolved, That we, the representattves
of the loyal people of Louisiana, in Con-
vention assembled, are thankful to Al-
mighty God for the success of the Radical
Republican party in this State. We hold
these truths to be self-evident that aU men
are created equal, endowed with certain
iuahenable rights and therefore the law
shoiild aflbrd equal jn'oteetion to nil the
exercise of these civil, public, political and
rehgious rights, and insure perfect equality
under the law.

2. Resolved, That this State shall be gov-
erned, controlled and directed by those
who seiwed it in times of its peril, and who
seek to preserve it with friendly hands
from its foes.

3. Resolved, That rebellion is disfranchise-
ment and armed attempts to overthow our
government, to secure negro slavery is

treasonable expatriation; aud we do en-

dorse the acts of the 39th and 40th Con-
gress, and will reconstruct Louisiaua upon
the basis of the Reconstruction Bill.

4. Resolved, That we are friendly to uni-
versal liberty, but no universal amnesty;
but the continuauce of disfranchisement of
all Congress has and all others we may
think necessary for the safety of otu- com-
mon country, and the freedom of the negro
race.

Laid over under the rules.

The following resolutions lie over imder
the rules :

By Mr. WickHffe, of Orleans :

Resolved, That a committee of thirteen bo
appointed by the President of this Conven-
tion, to whom shall be referred the subjects
of a preamble for the Constitution, eman-
cipation, the distriluitiou of powers, and
federal relations, Avith instructions to re-
port as early as possible, and silch articles
as may be deemed proper to incorporate in
the Constitution on these sul)jects.

By Mr. WickhtTe, of Orleans :

Resolved, That a committee of seven, on
style and arrangement, be appointed by
the chair, to whom shall be committed the
duty of giving proper and formal expres-
sion to all articles for the Constitution that
may be adopted by this Convention, and
properly arrange the various articles and
subjects under the proper titles and in their
jn-oper order, and it shaU l^e the duty of
this committee to take charge of all articles
of the Constitution as fast as adoi^ted liy

the Convention, and thus expedite the
general expression and arrangement of the
Constitution.

By Mr. Wilson, of Orleans:

PEEAMBLE.

We, the loyal people of the State of Louis-
iana, in order to form a more perfect
Union, to establish justice, douuvstie hap-
piness and to provide for the common de-
fense and promote the general welfare of
aU citizens, and to secure liberty to oiu--

selves and our posterity and to all citizens of
every race aud color, ^^-ithout regard to jire-

rious condition, do ordain and establish
this the Constitution for the State of Louis-
iana.

Mr. Moses, of Orleans, moved that two
messengers be elected to perform such
duties as the Convention shoidd reqiiire or

direct. Laid on the table.

Mr. Cooley, of Point Coupee, moved to

repeal the vote of M onday which provided
for the opening of each ses.sion of the Con-
vention with prayer. Laid on the table.
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Mr. Blackburn, of Claiborne, offered the

following resolution :

Resolved, As the will of this Convention
that its first gri^at and paramount duty is to

frame a State Constitution to present to the
people for their ratilicaction or rejection
and that all minor business be dispensed
with till this much needed v.'ork is ac-

complished. Laid over under the rules.

Mr. Ingj-aham, of Caddo, ollered the fol-

lowing resolutions:

EXEMPTIONS.

Section 1. The personal proj^erty of

every resident of this State, to consist of

such property only as shall be designated
by law, shidl be exempted to the amount of

five huudre.l dollars from sale on execution
or other final process of any court, issued
for the collection of any debt contracted
after the adoption of this Constitution.

Sec. 2. Every homestead of eighty acres

of L^ud and the dwelling houses thereon,

and the appurtenances to be selected by the
owner thereof and not included in any town
plat, city, or village, or recorded town plat,

or such parts of lots as shall equal thereto

and the dwelling house thereon and its ap-
purtenances owned and occupied by any
resident of the State, not exceeding in value

one thousand dollars, shall be exempt from
forced sale on execution or any other final

process from a coiu't for any debt contracted
after the adoption of this Constitution.

Such exemption shall not extend to any
mortgage thereon lawfully (obtained, but
such mortgage or other alienation of such
land b}' the o^^Tier thereof, if a married man,
shall not be vahd without the signature of

the wile to the same.

Referred to the Committee on the Judi-

ciary,

IIATEIIIONY.

Section 1. All persons who were formerly
debarred by slavery from legally contract-

ing matrimony in this State, who have
lived together as husbaiid and wife for

three consecutive years j^rior to the adop-
tion of this Constitution, shall be deemed,
after the adoption of this Constitution, in

all courts of justice, as husband and wife,

and their oflspring as their legal heirs as

though said disability had never existed.

Referred to the Committee on the Judi-

ciary.

Section 1. The militia shall be com-
posed of aU able bodied male citizens (ex-

ec) )t such as are disfmnchised by this Con-
stitution) residents of this State, being
eighteen years of age, and under the age of

forty years, and shall be enrolled in militia,

pud perform militia duty iu such manner,

not incompatible with the Constitiition and
laws of tiie United States, as may be pre-
scribed by the General Assembly of Louis-
iana. But persons whose religious opinions
and conscientious scruples forbid them to
bear arms, shaU be reheved from doing so
on producing to the proper authorities

satisfactory proof that they are thus con-
scientious.

Sec. 2. The General Assembly shall pro-
vide, at its fii'st session after the adoption
of this Constitution, and from time to time
thereafter, as the exigency may require, for

organizing, equijaping, and disciplining the
militia in such a manner, not incompatible
with the laws of the United States, as shall

be most effective to repel invasion and sup-
press insurrection, and shall pass such laws
as shall promote the formation of volun-
teer mihtia associations iu the city of New
Orleans and in every parish, and to secure
them such privileges or assistance as may
afford them effectual encouragement.

Sec. 3. There shall be an adjutant gen-
eral, who shall be appointed by the Gov-
ernor by and Avith the advice and consent
of the Senate. He shall hold his office at the
pleasure of the Governor ; shall perforn
such duties, and shall receive such com-
pensation as may be fixed by law.

Referred to the Committee on the Militia.

By Mr. Ingraham, of Caddo:

Akticle. No property quahfication shall

be required for any parish, municipal
office of honor, trust, or profit within the
State.

Article. All registered voters shall be
eligible to serve as jurors, and no law shall

be passed by the General Assembly, that

shall deprive any voter of the right to sei-ve

as a juror.

Article. No foreign or other State lot-

tery tickets shall be sold in this State. The
General Assembly shall, at its first session,

after the adoption of this Constitution, pass

such laws as shall prevent a violation of this

provision.

Article. The General Assembly shall

establish a State lottery on'the Havana plan
for the support and maintenance of the
charitable institutions of the State, provi-

ded, that the plan known as tho "PoUcy
Plan," shall not be adopted by the General
Assembly. Referred to the Committee on
General Provisions.

By Mr. Ingraham, of Caddo :

ARTICLE.

Section 1. The General Assembly shall

provide by law at its first session after the

adoi^tion of this Constitution, for the estab-

lishment of at least one Free Public School
iu every parish iu the State.
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Sec. 2. Tho children of all the residents ' cent. , which interest, together vrith. tlie^ '«:is-

of the State shall attend school in the same i terest of the trust fund deposited Avitb 'ffi«:->

schoolhoiises.
|

State by the United States under the acfi,.-«is"

Sec. 3. The General Assembly may, Congress approved June iJ3, 183G, aiJtRjs-^U

commit the management of the free jiublicl the rents of the unsold lands shall "cicai^'H-

schools, to parishes or incorporated cities ;
propriated to the support of sucli Pchc«5J'%..,

but no power shall be vested or exercised
I

and this approj^riatiou shall renu.inin.yi«it"4fe.--

by any parish or coiijorated city, inconsist- ble.

Art. 8. All monies accruing' fronr ^^l^^--

sales which have been or may be herea^SSsKr

made of any lands hereto!' 're grantet* %j;r

the United States to this State for tlj«* 'sa*^
of a specific seminary of learning, or fe-asin

ant with any provision of this Constitution.

Ileferrel to Committee on Education.

By Mr. Wilson, of Orleans:

The Legislatui-e shall provide for the or-

ganizing, arming and disciplining the milgamziug axi^iuy .n^ ......p.xux.j^ .^. /^T ^iiv kind of donation or beqiiest ihsA-i^^.'
itia for the defense ot the State, which , • p. i i * ii i. i^rss-ilrin, 1 c 11 1 1 11 1 1-1 hereafter be made for that purpose, sfcaiSisa •

shall be composed of all lovai able bodied -,

+ i * i /i • i. ^y. ^^
„

^
1 1 ' 1 i i.-.

a^nd remain a pernetual fund, the intert^5ii«s-
men of everv race and color, between tne i

, . , . ^ •
,

'
vg,-,^

» m •
T ,r -i-i i. 1 i. :

which at SIX percent, per annum shJife &»
ages ot 21 and 4.5 vears, without regard to '

-
* -

previous condition

Eeferred to Committee on Militia.

Mr. WickiitTe submitted the folloAving

:

ordinance, which was referred to the Com-

1

mittee on Public Education:
j

Article 1. The Legislature .shall estab-

1

lish free public scliools throuschout the

!

State, aiul shaU provide for their support I ^^ ^^le Legislature for the support of »
by taxation or otherwise. All children of

this State between the ages of six and
eighteen, shall be admitted to the public
schools in common, without distinction of

race, color, or previous condition. There
shall be no separate schools established for

any race.

Art. 2. No municipal corijoration shall

appropriated to the exclusive beneiife o £S,^'»-'"

same ; and no law shall be made diveiAai^.:

said funds to any other use tlian ta* £&»-'•

estabhshment and benelit of sjiid seEoiajss^v

of learning. The Legislature slall Baaw—
power to raise funds for the organizai&ijeej.'

and support of said seminary of IfeaEa^Se^r;

in such manner as it may deem best;,

Art. 9. No appropriation shall be mmM--'-

private school or institution vi leatrsBt^?-;

whatever.

Art. 10. A University shall Sivestai)®^^*, •

ed and maintained in the city of Ne"«r^Ds:--

leans. It shall be composed of tiTefacuKs-y,-,

to vdt : One of law, one of medii-ine, 04M)--3:S:

the natural sciences, ()ne of letters, and ^aw ^

, , . - of industrial science. The Legislatures&te,©
make any rules or regidatioiis contrary to

1 ^,,.,,,.^,1^ by law for its organization -js^:*
the spirit and intention of this Constitution.

, iuaintenance : Provided, Tliat all dei^-tt--
Art. 3. The Superintendent of Public

| ^^p^ts of this Institution of learning ^fe^tiliif

Education shall have the supervision £^ncl
|
i^g ^^^ -^ ^.^.^^^^^ to aU studeate .c^ga:^* >

general control of aU private schools
|

^f matriculating, without .li-siinctioa.. :w?e

througaout the State.
\^^^^^ ^^1,,^^ ^j. pre^-ious condition. No?sii*S!--..

Art. 4 In o person shall establish a pn-
j or regulations shall be made by tiie !i:c^«-

sait£.3c-^-

maftSi'-^js

,, . ,. ,• ,- . v„.. ^ogislatiire vioiRting tue lett^T orapi3!2'.t
.nung this entire subject in accoraance „f this article, under ).t^nuUy of the &msx^.-

ART 4. i>o person snail esiaoiisn a pn-
j or regulations shall be made by fe

vate schoo unless licensed l>y thu State, and ^.^^^^ f:«.,dti<-s, or other offir.-rs 'of i

aU s«(di schools slmll bo taxed ius other pro-
! ^titution, n()if sliuU any l.,ws >-<-. r

le.'^sion^. in.. Legislature shall make l-.iws i

jj^^. Legislature violatin'g the lett.^r

with the spirit of the resolution.

Art. 5. The general exercises in the pub-
lic schoo's shall be conducted in the English
language.

Art. 6. There shall be elected a Super-
intendent of Pul)lic Education, who shall

hold his office for four years. His duties
shiiU be prescribed, and his salary shall be
S5000 per year, j^ayable quarterly.

Art. 7. The proceeds <)f all lands here-
tofore, and that which may hereafter be
granted by the United States to this State
for the use or yjuii^ost! of the public schools
of the State, and the proceeds of the estates

of deceased persons to which the State may
become entitled by law, shall be and re-

main a perpetual fund on which' the State
feiiall pay an annual interest of six per

hng of the charter of said Institution.'..

Art. 11. AU colleger, seminaries;, OfX"

schools of what nature soever wit^iiser
Uterary, legal, medical, milit^try, or i'^i&'ijiS^^

gical, industrial, authoi-ized by the Le^s*^*.
ture, and under the (control ot this €^i£Mii,.\

shall be open in common to all class-gfin 'ajtj

students, without distinction of race,, e*?.^!*^;;.

or previous condition.

Mr. Packard, of Orleans, moved tEai'iSij

Official Printer be instructed to prisi:' jfea;

several constitutions of those States "fecssHsm

as the free States before the rebellion,; ' asaisLl

furnish 100 copies of the same for the- TJHitx.^.

of the Con%-ention.

Mr, Barrett, of Union, offered thefciSas^.-



motion uud ameudmeut on the tiiblc.

Carried.
ORDER OF THE DAY.
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iug amendment: That the rcsohition be 'votes. Mr. Ingraham, of Caddo, changed
amended by lidding that these publications i his vote from aye to nay.

l>c bound in law calf.
j

The vote upon the motion to table was
Mr. Smith, of Orleans, moved to lay the announced, 42 ayes, 46 nays, as follows :

Yeas : Messr.s. Antoine, Banctt, Berton-
neau, Bonsei^nieur, Bonnefoi, Brown, Biir-
rel, Butler, Oooley, Crane, Crawford, Cu-

Thc following 'resolution oflered l)y Mr. T^ej, Demarest, Depius-sean, Deslonde, Doug-
Tleagan, of West Baton liougc, came up in i',^''?'

I>"pi'i-t':, Uupart, Dni)lessis, Esnai-d,

-, ° ° ^ Fuller, (lardiiier, Harris, Isabelle, 11. H.,
jtsoiaci. Maitir, Meadows, Morris, Moses, Roberts,

Whereas, The peciuiar and unprecedent-
1 Bodriguez, Schawb, Smith, Valfroit, Wa-

cd nature of the new element Avhich is now
, pies, Wieklille, Williams, Wilson—42.

merging into legitimate form is destined Navs: Baker, Belden, Blackburn, Blan-
floon to bi-come the law and law-making din, Cromwell, ])earing, Deslonde J, Do-
power of the State; and ji„to, Driukard, Francois, Ferguson, Gair,

Whereas, The dilapuh.ted condition of Gould, Harper, Hempstead, Ingraham,
all the resouives of the Stiiti. by tlie ravages

: Thomas Isal^elle, Jacksoi., Jones,' Kel.so,
«f war h;x.s greatly obstructed many of the

i Landers, Lange, Leroy, Lewis J., Lewis R.,
iivenues of information; and Lvnch, McLeran, McMillen, Murrel, Xew-

WHEREA.S, lti.s reas(mably apprehended
I sham, Ohver, Packard, Pierce, Pinchback,

nider,

derwood,

l)y great machinations, and by open \-io- ,

-'^^'^ ^^^^ motion was declared to be lo.st.

lence; and Mr. Belden, of Orleans, moved to refer

_
Where A.S. It i.s deemed by this Conven- the whole matter to a special committee of

tion mdispfmsably necessary that au the /,
^

fioui'ces aii.l instrnmeiitalilies witliin tlio

<jontrol of this body should be used fur th« Mr. Wickliffe, of Orleans, moved to

imrposeof effecting a thorough dissemim - lay the motion .on the table, and it was
tion of our proceedings and th(> result of, '•.,

^ , .,

1 Ti f. ^ ,, ^ Ti.1- I withdrawn by the mover,
our deliberatKuis among the people ot this| -^

State, therefore })e it i Mr. Smith, of Orleans, moved to amend
Resolre.i, That the proprietors of the New ky including the German Gazette, of New

Orleans R"pu])lic"ii be and tliey an? hereby i Qylpans
t'mployi^l to publish reguL.rly th(^ proceed-

1

_,' '
» ^ ,

ings of this Convention, i(n- which iheyj ^^^'- Bertonneau, of Orleans, moved to

5>hall be paid by the State on a warrant from
j

amend by adding the Homer Iliad and the
the Convention, signed by the President

i St. Landry Progress,
i^nd Secreti'.ry. a compensation pro }v<^(( with .^ -r. • t ^ , ^

tlie established custom of printing. ^^^'- Bonsigneur, of Orleans, moved to

3rr. Moses, of Orleans, moved to lay the I
'^-^I'-^iicl Ijy adding ,the .New Orleans Advo-

rcsolution on the table. cate.

Mr. Newsham, of West Fehciana, rose ^^^'- L^^'I^Hng, of Ouachita, moved to

to& point o: order, that the mover of the ' '^"^^"'^^ ^y adding the Louisiana InteUi-

Tftsolutiou had the right to close the debate
|

g^i^cer, and the paper which Judge Cooley

rt-B-d could not be deprived of it by a motion ,

^'^ •^^•*'^"t to establisli.

to lay on the table. Mr. Tinchant, of Orleans, moved to post-

•jVIr. Cooley, of Point Coupee, rose to a >
pone indefinitely the whole subject,

point of order, that a motion to lay on the Mr. Ludeling, of Ouachita, moved its

Sa'ble was not debateable. The ayes and reference to the proper standing committee

Jiays were demanded and ordered by the

Cxmvention, and the Secretary proceeded

feo call thf* roll.

to be indicated by the President.

Mr. Tinchant, of Orleans, moved a sus-

pension of the rules to allow its reference

"Mr. Belden, of Orleans, Mr. JoncvS, of
j

to sijccial committee.

Orleans, and Ingraham, of Caddo, by per- Mr. Jones, of Orleans, moved to refer to

Oaission of tl-.o Convention, explained their i Committee on Printing.
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Mr. Smith, of Orleans, moved to refer to

a special committee of five.

• Mr. Belden rose to a jioint of order, that

a motion to refer had a precedence.

Mr. Bonseigneur, of Orleans, moved its

reference to Committee on Contingent Ex-

penses.

The President decided the j^oint of order

in favor of Mr. Ludeling, of Ouachita, to

refer to its appropriate standing committee,

"which was the Committee on Printing.

The decision of the chair was appealed

from, and was sustained.

And thd question being put, upon the

motion of Mr. Ludeling, of Ouachita, it

was adopted.

The following resolution of Mr. Lynch,

of Carroll, was oifered and read:

WiiEKEAS, At a recent meeting of the
Board of Levee Commissioners of this State
it was decided to send a commission con-
sisting of thi'ee members of the Board to

Washington City for the purpose of pre-
seutiag to Congress the knovviedge of the
impoverished condition of our State, and
the hbsjlute necessity which exists for ask-
ing the indorsement of the general govern-
ment uijon the bonds of the State issued for

leve3 purposes. Thei'efore be it

Resolved, By the people of Louisiana in
Convention assembled, that the object of

the commission appointed by the State
Board of Levee Commissioners is hereby
approved and indorsed, and the assistance

of the general government urgently im-
plored in aiding us to repair and rebuild
our levees.

Laid over iinder the rales.

Mr. Smith called \\p his resolution of this

morning to appoint three members of the

Convention a special committee to consider

the condition of the levees, ascertain what
has been done by the commissioners as to

bonds, etc., and what action by the Con-

vention is expedient, and to report thereon

to the Convention on Monday.
Pending which, on motion, the Conven-

tion adjourned until Monday next at 11

A. M.

A true copy.

WM. VIGEES, Secretary.

SEVENTH DAT.
New Orleans, Monday, Dec. 2, 1867.

The Convention met at 11 o'clock, A. m..

President Taliaferro in the chair.

The roE was called, and the following

named members answered to their names :

Messrs. J. G. Taliaferro, Antoine C. C,
Baker L. W., Bernard A , Bertonnean A.,
Blackburn W. J., Bonseignenr H., Bonne-
foi, Burrell Denis, Butler Wm., Cooley,
Crane W. E. , Crawford T. S. , Cromwell E.
I., Cuney Samuel E., Dearing, Depasseau,
Deslonde P. G., Douglass, Drinkard, Du-
parte, Dupart, Duplessis, Pr^mcois, Furgu-
son, Gair, Gardner, Gould, Guichard,
Harper, Harris, Harrison, Hemstead,
Hiestand, Ingraham, Isabelle E. H. , Jack-
son, Jones, Kelso, Landers, Lange, Leroy,
Lewis, Ludeling, Lynch, Martin, Meadows,
Morris, Moses, Murrell, Mushaway, Myers,
Newsham, Oliver, Paclaird, Pinchback,
Poindexter, PuUard, Eeagan, Eeese, Eiard,
Eiggs, Rodriguez, Schwab, Smith, Snaer,
Scott, ^Snider, Steele, Thibaut, Tinchant,
Twiteliell, Underwood, Valfroit, Vander-
gi'ilf, Vidal, Yv^iipies, Wickliife, Williams,
Wilson—83 members present.

Opened with prayer by Eev. Fisk.

The minutes of the sixth day were read.

Mr. Wicklitfe, of Orleans, called for a cor-

rection in the statement that he had ap-
pealed from the decision of the chair.

Mr. Ludeling, of Ouachita, asked that his

amendment be corrected so as to read " the

Loiiisiana Intelligencer, and the paper
which Judge Cooley was about to establish.'*

Mr. Eagan, of East Baton Rouge, asked
that his parish be stated correctly.

And, as amended, the minutes y^£VQ

adopted.

Mr. Crnne, of Orleans, oS'ered the follo^T-

ing resolution

:

R'ii'.'jlveiJ. That it be a st-m ling order of
the Convention, that the (.'onvention shall
every day at 1 o'clock resolve itself into
a committee of the whole ^ "onvention, to
consider therein all reports from standing
and special committees, on such proposi-
tions a,s shall be referred to or made from,
said committees.

Laid over under the ruh>s.

UNT=TNISHED BUSIXr.SS.

By Mr. Smith, of Orleans

:

Resolved, That a special committee, to be
composed of three meml)ers, be appointed
by the Chairman, to consider and report to
this Convention the present condition of the
levees in the State, what progress has beea
made by the existing Board of Levee Com-
missioners in negotiating thf> Vionds appro-
priated by the late Legislature for levee
puri^oses, and also wh;-it a<;tio7i is exijodienfc

for this Convention to ado^^'t in relation.
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thereto, and to lay before Congress the neces-

sities of national i-.id in restoring the levees

on the MisfsisHippi river.

Resolved ftirih'T, That the said commit-
tee be instructt'd, if i)i'acticabk^, to bring iu

their report on next Monday.

Mr. Tinchant, of Orleans, moved to

amend by inserting Thiiraday, in place of

Monday, and the amendment was accei)ted

Jjy Mr. Smith.

Mr. WickliU'r rose to a j^oint of order to

Inquire if original resolutiuus were in

order.

Mr. Newsham, of "West Feliciana, called

the gentleman frojn Orleans to order, as he

liad not addi-essed the chair in the manner
prescribed by the ndes.

The chair decided that the gentleman was

Out of order.

The chair decided that Mr. Smith's reso-

lution lies over until 12 o'clock, and that

original resolutions were in order.

ORlGIXATi EESOLtJTIONS.

By Mr. "WickliiTe, of Orleans :

Be it ordained by tlte people of Louisiana
%n Co7irentio7i assfmb'.t-.d, That in order to
raise sufficient fimds to defray the neces-
sary expenses to be incurred in cariying
out the wiU of the Congress of the
United States, as expressed in the various
reconstruction 1'iUs i)aKsed by that honora-
ble body for the government of the States
lately in rebellion against the Federal Gov-
ernment:

1. A direct tax shall be and is hereby
levied of per cent, on the valuation
of all real estate of each individual, succes-
sion, company, or corporation in the State,

to be fixed })y the roll of assessment as

made by the Htatc of Louisiana for tlie

year 1867 on the same .species of property.
2. A direct tax shall be and is hereby

levied of per cent, on all ijersonalproji-
erty of each indi-\-idual, succession, com-
pany, or corporation, to be fixed ius far as
practicable )'y tiu> aforesaid assessment
rolls, and where ssdd roUs are impractica-
ble, to be fixed by the board of collectors

of each parisli or district as hereinafter pro-
vided for: rroviclod, 'Ihattlic property of
lioijersonsh;'!! be taxed, whether real or
personal, tliMt does not amount in the ag-
gregate to ever tv,-o luindred dollars.

3. A dirc't tax shall be and is hereby
levied on all i.>rofe.ssions, callings, or occu-
pations, foi- the siinie amount and governed
by the sam.- r:\les as those fixed by the State
authorities for the year 1867.

4. A poll tax on each male perfion over

twenty-one years of age, of one collar.

5. All taxes hereby imposed shall be pay-
able in greenbacks or United States nation-
al currency.

6. A. Board of Collectors shall l>e ap-

l^oiuted by the ( 'ommittee of Contingent
Kxpenses to consist of three members for

each country parish, and the same niimber
for each municipal district of the parish of

Orleans ; one of each lioard being i^amed
as clu'-irman of said committee, Avhose duty
it sliaU 1)0 to collect all taxes herein named
and levied, and make their returns to the
Committee of Contingent Expenses within
thirty days from the date hereinafter speci-

fied for commencing their duties as col-

lectors.

7. The said committee shall fix the day
on which the collet tors of said taxes shall

begin, which shall not be longer than thirty

days from t!ie passage of this ordinance,
and shall cause notice of the same to be
published for ten consecutive days prior to

the day of commencing the collection in
the New Orleans Tribuxe, the New Or-
leans Kepublicari, the New Orleans Bee,
the New Oiieans * resoent, the New Orleans
Picayune, and the New Urieaus German
Gazette.

8. All collectors appointed under this or-

dinance shall give bond A\-ith real estate

security to the President of this Convention
in the sum of thousand dollars, and
shall receive the same commission for their

ser\-ices as is allowed by the United States

authorities for similar sei-^-ices.

9. All collectors found guilty of fraud,

perjury, or malfeasance in office, shall be
sul)ject to fine ajid imjirisonment at the
discretion of this Convention, and their

securities held good for all defalcations of

their princii)als.

10. The said collectors are hereby em-
j)Owered with all necessary authority to col-

lect the t:ixes u» herein jirovided for, and
to enforce their cohf-ction by sumnuay pro-
cess, to seize and sell at piibhc nuctic-n all

proi)erty Hable to taxation under this ordi-

nance after giving ten days' notice either

in one public newspaper in the parish, or
posting the same at the courthouse door.

They shall also have power to call upon
the j)osse comitatus to assist in carrying out
the provisions of this ordinance, and to im-
prisoir any one interfering or attempting to

interfere with them in the discharge of
their duties.

11. All coiirts and ofiicers of courts

throughout the State are hereby forbidden
to interfere with the said Collectors in tlie

discharge of their duties under this ordi-

nance, by any legal process whatever, un-
der penalty of impeachment, and fine or
impribonment.
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12. Tlie eliairman of the various boards
)

Adopted on a division by a vote of 61
of collectors shall, as fast as possible, turn '

ayes and 25 navs
over all moneys collected by their re-

1 -nrT t c ^ -, , , ,

.spective boards to the State Treasurer, aud I

^^^- I^gi'^^ai"' of Caddo, moved to recon-

take his receipt therefor, indorsed by the
;

sider and to refer the resoLition to the Com-
Chairmau of til 3 Cominiiitee on Contingent

;
mittee on Finance.

Expenses and the President of this Con-
j

Mr. Smith, of Orleans, moved to lay the

^"'iS^'^The State Treasurer shall not pay;^°^^*^^ ^^ reconsider on the table. Car-

out any of the funds collected by virtue of i

netl-

this ordinance to any person, or for any i By Mr. Lynch, of Carroll:

puipose, except upon the w.trrant of the i Eesolved, Tliat the delegates to this Con-
Chairman of the Committee on Contingent

\ vention be, and they are hereby, aUowed
Expeuses, indorsed by the President and

j
eight doUars per day for thirty days, and

Secretary of this Convention, lu accordance
j
the same mileage be aUovved to the members

with such special resolutions as may be of the last Legislatiu-e of this State; but no
passed hj this Convention.

j

p,,y si^aU be allowed to delegates for the
11. Persons purchasing real property at time which this Convention may remain ia

the sales of any coUectors appointed by vir-
1 session after the expiration of thirty days,

tue of this ordinance, shall be put m full
i

t •

.

aud complete possession of the purchased i

property and maintained therein for the
|

By Mr. Cromwell, of Orleans:

si)ace of two years from the day of such I 1. Bewlrcl, That we tlie representatives
sale; after which time such property shall ' of the loyal people of the State of Louis-
revert to the individual, succession, com- i iana in Convention assembled, are thankful
25any, or corporation for vdiose taxes it was

|

to Almighty Ood for the success of the
sold. Those purchasing personal property

|
Radical Republican party in this State. We

shall become entitled in fee simple, and be hold these truths to be self-evident that aU
jH'otected against aU claimants. i men are created equal, endowed "with cer-

15. The collectors shall never seize real
|

tain inahenable rights, and therefore the
in'operty except no personal property can

j

law should afi'ord equal })rotection to all in
be found, and except the persouiil property

I

the exercise of their civil, public, political

is insufficient to secure the tax hereby as- ; and religious rights, and insure perfect
sessed. : equality under the law.

16. No privileges, exemptions, or pre- 1 2. That this State shall be governed and
scrijitions as heretofore established by law jcontroicd and directed by those who have
shall have any force against the provisions

|

served it in timt-s of its peril, and who seek
of this ordinance. AU rights, credits, and ' to jiz-eserve it with friendly hands from its

titles shall be liable to seizure for the col-

lection of the taxes herein le\"ied, aU laws
heretofore and now in force to the contrary
notv/ithstanding.

17. There shall be a special committee
aj)pointed by the President of this Con-
vention, to be styled "the Tax Judicial

foes.

3. That rebellion is d'sfranchisement,
and armed attempts to overtiirow oui" Gov-
ernment to secure negro slavery is treason-
able expatriation, and we do indorse the
acts of the Thirty-ninth and Fortieth Con-
gresses, and will reconstruct Jjouisiana upou

Committei^" whose dutv it shall be to de- '
the basis of the Milicary Reconstructioa

cide idl points of law and equity arising un-
j

Bill.

der this ordinance, and to wiiom aU cases
j

4. That we are friendly to universal lib-

of difficulty arising out of the i^rovisions !
erty, but no universa,! amnesty, but the

and enforcement of this ordinance shall be
j

continuance of disfrancLisjment of all Con-
referred for final settlement.

|

gress has, and aU others we may think nec-
essary, for the safety of our common coun-
try, and the freedom of the negro race.

Which on motion of Mr. Ludeling, of

Ouachita, was referred to the Committees

on Bill of Rights and on General Provi«

sions.

By Mr. Ingraham, of Caddo

:

Section 1. Every male person born in the
United States, ami every male personwho has
been naturahzed, or who has legally declared

Mr. WickKffe, of Orleans, moved that

the ordinance on taxation, introduced by
him, be referred to the Committee on
Contingent Exijenses, ^dth instructions

to secure such statistics as may be neces-

sary to enable this Convention to fix

the per cent, to be levied as a tax on the

personal and real property referred to in

that ordinance, and that they be instructed
to report to this Convention as early as jdos- I his intention to become a citizen of the
sible.

[ United States, twenty-one years of age oc
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upwards, vrlio shall have refiided in this

State one year next preceding an election

and the last sixty d^ys thereof in the paiish

in which he offers tf) vote, except as here-

after pro\-ided, slr.dl be deemed an elector:

J'rovided, That no soldier, or sailor, or ma-
rine in the military or naval service of the

United States .shall iiereafter acquire a resi-

dence by reason of btdng stationed on duty
in this State.

Sec. 2. It shall he the duty of the Gen-
eral Assembly to |)ro\-ide frf)m time to time
for the registration of all electors; but the
following classes of persons shfdl not be per-

mitted to register, vote, or hold office:

1. Those vtlio, (luring the late rebellion,

inflicted, or caused t^y bo inflicted, any ciiiel

or unusual punisliment upon any soldier,

sailor, marine, employee, or citizen of the
United States, or v.-ho in any other way vio-

lated the niles of civilized warfare.

2. All memberF of the so-called "Seces-
sion Convention" of ISul who voted for

the secession of this State from the Union.

3. Those who are or may bedisfrnnchisfd
l)y the proposed Constitutional Amendment
known as the l-lth article and the act of

Congress passed \'arch 2d, 1867, and all

supj)lementary act-; hereto, except such as

liave aided the pLin of reconstruction pro-

jDOsed by Congiess and accepted tlie polit-

ical equality of all men before the law :

Provided, That the General Assembly shall

iiave power by a two thirds vote to remove
the disability iucurrtd under this last clause.

4. Those who 8h;ill have been convicted
of treason, embezzU ment of public funds,

malfeasance in oflice, crime punishable by
law with imprisonment in tJie penitentiai^y

or bribeiy.

5. No idiot or in-^ane person shall be i)er-

mitted to register or vote in this State.

Sec. 3. I , do solemnly swear
(or affirm), that I v/ill support and maintain
the Constitution and laws <>f the United
States and of the State of Louisiana. That
I am not disfranchised or tx(!hided from
legistering by any of the clauses in section

two of this article, and that I v/ill never
countenance or aid in the secession of this

State from the United Stat -h ; that I ac-

cept the civil and political equality of all

men and agree not to attempt to deprive
any person or pers' ns on account of race,

color or previous condition of any political

©r civil right, privilege or immunity (ujoyed
Tjy any other ch'ss of men, and furthermere
that I Avill not in any way injure or coun-
tenance in otliers lUiV attem])t to injure any
person or persons on account of past or

l^resent support of ilie G'ovei'nment of the
United States or the principle of the j^olit-

jcal and civil equality of all men or affilia-

tion with any political party. So help me
God.

Referred to Committee on General Pro-

visions.

By Mr. Newsham, of West Feliciana :

"WiiEREA-s, By supplementary acts of
Congress, passed Miirch, 18G7, it is de-

clared that no loytd State Government
exists in Louisiana ; and by an act passed.,

snplementary thereto, on the 23d day of

March, 18(57, it is enacted that if said gov-
ernments were continued they were to con-
tinue, subject in all respects, to the i^ara-

niount authority of Congress ; and

Whereas, It is made the duty of the
district commanders to remove from oflice

all persons in office disloyal to the United
States, and not citizens thereof ; and,

Whereas, Boards of Registration were
created by said acts of Congress for the
purjjose of registering citizens loyal to the
Union ; and
Whereas, The right to remove from

office is vested within the Militaiy Com-
mander of the District ; and
Whereas, Many, if not a majority, of

the iDarish, and judicial, and municipal
offices of the State are now held by persons
disfranchised and not citizens by the pro-
\dsions of said paramount law or law& of
Congress; and

Whereas, This Convention is the legal

creation of the said acts of Congress, con-
vened for the pui-pose of making a Con-
stitution and civil government for the State
of Louisiana; and

Whereas, It is a well established princi-

ple of law, that no person not a citizen, can
legally hold an office, and it being impossi-
l)le to organize with the present disloyal

element of the State in office, aU or many
of whom are disfrancliised by said acts of

Congress; therefore

Be it resolved by the people of Louisiana in

Conveniion assembled, Do respectfully re-

commend to W. S. Hancock, Major General,
commanding the Fifth Military District,

ahe removal from office of all persons in the
State of Louisiana disfranchised by said

acts of Congress, and the ajjijointment of

loyal men, citizens, in their place.

Lies over under the rules.

Mr. Tinchant, of Orleans, read the fol-

lowing :

Resolved, That the Governor shall be
empowered to organize immetliately a con-

stabulary force, to be composed of one
thoiisand men of nndoubted loyalty. Said
force shall be proportionally apiiortioned

among the severnl parishes. Its duties

shall be to protect, to the best of its ability.



JOURNAL OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONYENTION- 23

tlie liberty, life, property, and interests of
[

all citizens.

Resolved, That this resolution be referred
;

to a special committee of five, to be ap-
,

l>ointed by the chair.

Pending the reading of -which the Pres-

1

ident announced that the hour had arrived

to take iij) the order of tlie day.

OKDER OF THE D VY. :

Tlie follo^^iug resolutions of Mr. Smith,

of Orleans, were read :

j

Resolved, That a special committee, to be :

composed of three members, be appointed
by the chairman, to consider and report to

tliis Convention the i^resent condition of

,

the levees in the State, vs^hat progress has
j

been made by the existing Board of Levee !

Commissioners in negotiating the bonds
api^ropriated by the late Legislature for levee
purposes, and also what actioii is expedient
for this Convention to adopt in relaticui

thereto, and to lay before Congress the
necessities of national aid in restoring the

!

levees on the Mississippi river. :

Resolved furtJier, That the said commit-
tee be instraeted, if practicable, to bring in >

their report on next Thursday. I

Mr. Smith moved to adoi^t. Carried.

The following resolution of Mr. Reagan, -

of East Baton Rouge, Avas read :

Resolved, That rule forty-seven of this
Convention be and is hereby so amended

|

as to read after the v/ords "Minute Clerk," '

"Warrant Clerk," and after the words
"Official Printer" a " Postmaster, " and a !

" Chief Enrolling Clerk."

Mr. Reagan moved to adopt.

Mr. Cooley, of Point Coupee, moved to

lay on the table, but withdrew his motion

at the request of M. Crane, of Orleans.

Mr. Crawford, of Caldwell, moved that

the resolution be divided, and the

question be taken separately upon the dif-

ferent officers proposed to be elected.

Mr. Cooley, of Point Coupee, renewed Ms
motion to lay on the table.

Which was adopted. Yeas, 50; nays, 22.

The following resohition by Mr. Wick-
liflfe, of Orleans, was read:

Resolved, Tliat nothing whatever shall be
purchased by the Sergeant-at-Arms, or any
one else for the use of this Convention, nor
shaU any appropriations be allowed for any
actual or contingent expenses unless duly
authorized by a regidar vote of this Con-
vention.

Mr. Wickliffe, of Orleans, moved to adojst.

Mr. Newsham, of West Feliciana, moveil

to lay on the table, which was carried.

The following resolution by Mr. R. EC
Isabeile, of Orleans, came up in its order.

Amendment to be added to rule 53, oi

'

the rules and regulations :

Resolved, That a standing crmmittee of
thii'teen be appointed by the chair to bet

known as the Committee on Iljde of Ret-

visihg the State Constitution.

Mr. R. H. Isabeile, of Orleans, moved to

adopt. Carried.

The following resolution by IMr. Wick-
liife, of Orleans, came up in its order, and
was read:

Resolved, That a committee of seven ha
appointed by the President of this Conven-
tion, to v.'hwm shall be referred the subjects,

of a preamble for the Constitution, emanci-
pation, the distribution of powers and Fed-
eral relations, with instructions to repoi-t^

as early as possible such articles as may ho
deemed joroper to incorporate in the Consti-
tution on tho:ie subjects also.

Mr. Wickliffe moved to adopt.

Mr. Cooley, of Point Cou2)ee, moved t<j}

lay on the table. Carried.

The following, by Mr. Elackbum, of
Claiborne, came up in its order, and waa
read :

Resolved, As the will of this Convention,
that its first, great, and paramount duty is
to frame a State Constitution to be preseutetF
to the people for their ratification or rejec-

tion ; and that all minor business be dis-
pensed with till tlus much needed work is

disjiosed of.

Laid on the table on motion of Mr.
Smith, of Orleans.

The following resolution by Mr. Lynch,

of Carrol, came up :

Whereas, At a recent meeting of the;

Board C)f Levee Commissioners of thisStato
it was decided to send a Ci^mmi^.'^ion con-
sisting of thi 06 mombers of the Board t<>

Washington city for the purpose of pre-
senting to Congress the knowledge of tho-

impoverished condition of our State, ami
the absolute necessity M'liich exists for ask-
ing the indorsement of the General Govern-
ment upon the bonds of the State issued for
levee piu'poses ; thoi'efore, be it

Resolved, By the people of Louisiana in.

Convention assembled, that the object of
the Commission appointed by the State*

Board of Levee Commit- sion<rs is hereby-
approved and indorsed, and thu jxssistanco!

of the General Government urgently ini-
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in aitijjs'g ua to repair and rebuild

'

<fjssp A-avees.

M^fvan tbf r«(iuest cf its raoA^er it ^vas
\

jaBOcS^poiied till Tliur.sdaj'. I

H':\x. Lrown, .of Iberville, moved that any

TEa;ea:vUer of tb'» Convention v«'ho i)rcsont.s a

cmsei&an or rcsulution shall have a right to ,

•*a:;^nin hi.s rya.s(Ji)s therefor before a mo-
j

•fc3J»:n!:.to.lny on thu table shall bo entertained. 1

-Sv»»iil on Ihft t;djl(>.
j

OUIGIXAL HESOLXJTIONS.

-ISryTxRIr. Schwab, of Jefferf-on:

^'ESfecEREAS, All sonrces and instnimentali-
"'^v.s-svithin the coutroll''of this body, shonld
5'4Jf rffiised for the ^pui'pose of eulighteuing
^yj.e.^reat mas.,os o.. t!ie jjeople in this State
ij(.^.'#*5W ih ' wc'rld at li;rge that we are Avell

saKscw. that our eueiuies are not apJoep,

wsjiii^ is sho'AU by the elfort of the Con-
£2*(Z»xative parry, theii- eombined press hav-
jraatjjiothing initrii.nl in injuring and insidt-

mji^r Ihe liopublicriii party, and, as their

Fasjr^Jiinations vill nt vrr cease, and they will

DJBXH «eyen slnink from using violence to pre-
Vd'-aM the adoption of the Constitution to be
;-flP5l'!iffiiittedc by this Convention to the peo-

if.Tfc»o-f the S:j'.t.(' oi Louisiana; and

""^(HEREAS, The German Gazette, the only
^raapssr to.j'epresent so large a population,
.i*jB^-i!only.iii the Sfate of Louisiana, but in

i'iS. ratf^ljoiiiiiig States, and. a people always
l%fr-'!eJ to tlxe United States, good and true

t -Jsataasfins, therefore

iMnit-L'TVMjImd, That the resolution of the
T!?2ia:-^ftersigned be unanimously granted,
ITj&.j'.tion to lave the proceedings of this

C^iX-^Bucrentifjn also printed in the German
'?iSiiR!ii^ie, and the projirietors thereof be
r.52>.«lialibey are hereby employed to publish
iryyj^iarly t})e proceeding of this b^dy, now
:»:fj».eMibled in a Convi^ntion to form a Con-
i-isiiraMon, loyal to the Government of the
/STijsjJ^d States, for which they shall be re-

* -cw-srcxiensed hj the S.'ate likewise, as general
:i-*3§aa£4* i^rinters are paid as jn'O rata custom-
;i-i2Pjr printing.

''S^ies over under the rules.

:f>fMr. Meadows, of Claiborne:

.M'^efolred, That all children now bound
•t^WSfa 541 the State of Louisiana against the
v*&M*£«f their parents, be, and hereby are,

35«?S»»feSBd, if .said parents do so desire.

I^iiStaver.

'jGt-ie 'President announced the appoint-

«aBE& of the committee to wait upon Gen.

1PIK'. t& Sancock, in pursuance of a resolu-

.i#«&.ief the 'Convention, as follows :

¥P1 L. McMiUan,rCha.s. Lerov, W. H.

Cooley, Aug. Donato, Jaa. Mushawaj,
Thos. Isabelle, John B. Yandergriff.

By Mr. P. G. Deslonde, of Ibenille:

E(^soh-c(l, That it is the sense of this Con-
vention that all niale citizens (jver twenty-
one yciirs of age, who shall not be di»-fran-

chised for participation in the rebellion,

shall have the right to vote and be eligible

to hold any office under the government of

the State.

Resolved, That it is not the desire of the
loyal people of the State to opivss any cit-

izen, and that we will disfniii-'iiise those
whose connection with the rebellion and
suliscquent contumacy cause us to beheve
that the power of the State cannot be safely

intrusted in their hands.
liesolved, That all men are created equal,

and that Ave desire all men to have and
enjoy equal rights and privileges before the
law.

Which was refrrred to Committee on BUI

of Eights.

By Mr. Packard, of Orleans, right bank

:

^\^nEREAS, The framing and adopting of

the organic law of the State is the impor-
tant business for which the Convention was
convened; therefore be it

Resolved, That the Committee on Draft
of the Constitution be instructed to prejiare

and submit to this Convention a ' 'draft of

Constitution," and in order that the said

committee be enabled to submit their re-

l^ort at the earliest possible time, the com-
mittee are granted permission to sit during
the sessions of this Convention while pre-

I paring their report.

Lies over.

By Mr. Packard, of Orleans, right bank

:

!
Whereas, Many radical chaiiges in the

! civil and criminal law of the State of

i

Louisiana are demanded by the advancing

j

spirit of the age, and by reason of the

j

changed condition ef pei'sons and projierty

since the enactment of the same; and

Whereas, Especially the law regarding
real proijerty is found to have long fet-

tered and retarded material progress and
prosperity of the State; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Comnn'ttte on Judicia-

ry be instructed to inquire into and rei:)ort

such changes in the civil and criminal law
of the State as may be deemed necessary,

and said Committee have leave to rei)ort by
ordinance or othermse.

Lies over.

By Mr. Packard, of Orleans, right bank ;

Whereas, By section eight of the act of

Congress kiiown as the " Suplementary
Reconstruction Act," authority is vested in

I this Constitutional Convention to \e\y and
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c<j]lect sucn taxes upon tlie property of the
State as may be reqiiired to pay the ex-

penses of the same ; and, therfore, be it

Mesolved, That the Committee (m Finance
be instructed to inquire into and devise the
iDest means for supplying the treasury of the
State with funds suiiicient to defray the
necessary exisenses of this Coilvention, by
taxation or otherwise, and said committee
have leave to rejiort by ordinance or other-
wise.

On motion of Mr. Cooley, referred to

Committee on Finance.

By Mr. "Wilson, of Orleans :

The Legislature shall pro-vdde by law for

the licensing of lotteries, vrliich shall be
drawn on thj Havana plan ; and the luiying

or selling of lottery tickets di'aA\ai on any
other plan within the State shall be jjro-

hibited. All policy plan.s arc strictly pro-
hibited.

EefeiTed to Committee on General Pro-

visions.

By Thos. Isabelle, of Orleans.

Mr. Thomas Isabelle submitted the fol-

lowing, which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Bill of Rights :

PBEAMBLE.

"We. the peoi^le of Louisiana, do ordain

and estabhsh the Coustitntion :

Aeticle 1. That slavery and involuntary
servitude except as a pnnishnieut for time
whereof the party shall have been duly con-
victed are hereby forever aboUshed and
prohibited throughout the State.

Referred to Committee on I3ill of Rights.

By Mr. Tinchant, of Orleans

:

Rasolve'J. That the Governor shall be
empowered to organize immediately a con-
stabulary force, to be composed of one
thousand men of undoubted loyalty. Said
force shall be proportionally ai)porti:>ned

among the several parishes. Its duties
shall be to protect, to the bi^st of its ability,

the liberty, life, property and iutere >ts of
all citizens.

Resolved, That this resolution be referred
to a special committee of five, to be ap-
pointed by the chair. Referred to the Com-
mittee on Executive.

By Mr.;;Wilsou,5of Orleans:

The Legislature shall enact no law re-

qiiiring qualilied suffrage.

Referied to the Comeiiittee on Bill of
Rights.

By Mr. Hiestand, of Natchitoches :

Whebeas, It is necessary for the best
interests of the State that a correct account

sho;ild be kept of aU expenses incurred in
printing the proceedings of this Convention,
be it

Resolved, That the Committee on Print-
ing be authorized to employ a clerk for
that purpose, and for all other ser-vices that
he may be required to perform by said
committee.

Laid over under the rules.

Mr. Wickliffo, of Orleans, moved that

the Piinter bo reqiiired to furnish in pam-
phlet form two hundred copies of the fol-

lowing Constitutions and ordinances of

Missouri, 18Gu, Ni;braska, 1867, Minesota,

1857, and 1858. Tennessee, 1839 and 1866,

for the use of the Convention.

Wliich was laid on the table.

Mr. Belden, of Orleans, moved that H.

Peralta, Esq., Aditor of Public Accounts

of the State of Louisiana, be requested to

furnish to this Convention an abstract of

the "State taxes" now dixe and unpaid, for

the years 1861, 1862, 1863, 1864, 1865.

Mr. Wiiples moved to amend, by includ-

ing the year 1860, which Wiis accepted, and
pending its consideration, it being the hour

of 1 o'clock, the special order of the day

was announced.

The following ordinance, offered by Mr.

McMiUeu, of Carroll, was read:

Be it ordained by the People of the St'de of
Louisiana in Convention Assembled. That the
act of the Legislature of this State, ap-
proved the 26th of March, 1867, entitled
' 'An act to provide means for the construc-
tion of levees by the issue of bonds of the
State for four millions of dollars, and to

provide for the redemption of said bonds,"
is hereby ratified and confirmed, and the
said bonds, when issued, Avhetlier signed
by the persons tlien acting a« Governor and
Secretary of State of this State, or by the
persons now acting and discharging the
duties of Governor and Secretary of State,

shall have full force and effect, and the
faith of the State for their redemption, as

pledged and provided in said act, shall

forever be held valid and of full effect.

Mr. Belden, of Orleans, moved to post-

pone till Friday- next, which, after some dis-

cu3.sion, was adopted.

The President announced the committee

provided by the resolution of Mr. Smith

of Orleans, as follows :

Chas. Smith, chairman ; S. Belden, R. I.

Cromwell.
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On motion of Mr. Cra-n^ord, of Caldwell,

the Conventiou adjourned till to-morrow

at 11 o'clock A. M.

A tme copy.

^"WM. ^T:GEES, Secretary.

EIGHTH DAY.
Xew Okleaxs, Tuesday, Dec. 3, 1867.

The Convention met pursuant to ad-

joTU'nmeut at 11 o'elook a. m. President

Taliaferro in the chair.

Koll called by thci Secretary and the fol-

lowing delegates answered to their names :

Messrs. Autoine C. C, Baker, Barrett,
Beldeu, Blackburn, Blandiii, Bonseigneur,
Brown, Cr;ine, Crawford, CromwcU, Cuuey,
Dealing, Demarest, i'epiuisean, Desloude
Douglass, Drinkard, l^upart, Dupart, Es-
nard, Francois, Fuller, Ferguson, Gair,
Gardner, Gould, Guichard, Harris, Harri-
son, Hempstead. Ingraham, Jackson, Jones,
KeLso, Landers, Lange, Leroy, Le^ns, Ludei-
ing. Lynch, Martin, Meadows, McLeran,
Moses, Murrell, Myers Newsham, Oliver,
Pierce, Pinchbuck, Poindexter,PoUaid, Raa-
gan, B,eese, Biiird, Biggs, Roberts, Rodri-
guez, Schwab, Smith, Snaer, Scott, Snider,
Steele, Thibaut, TwitcheU Underwood,
Yalfroit, Yandergriff, Vidal, Wickhiie,
Williams, Wilson—74 members present.

The minutes of the seventh days' pro-

ceedings were read and apjjroved.

ORIGINAL RESOLUTIONS.

By Mr. Reagan, of East Baton Rouge:
The seat of goverjiment shall be estab-

lished at the city of Baton Rouge, and
shall not be removed without the consent
of two-thirds of both Houses of the General
As.sembly, and the Legislature at its first ses-

sion is hereby empowered to levy a tax
of per cent, upon all taxable prop-
erty within the State, necessary and ade-
quate to erect a bvdlding adapted to the
pro\-isions herein designated, and shall, as
soon as practicable, devise ways and means
for caiTving into effect the provisions of
this article.

Provifh(J, That until the proAisions of
this article shall have been accomplished,
the seat of government shall remain at the
city of New Orleans.

Referred to the Committee on General
Provisions.

By Mr. R. H. Isabelle, of Orleans:

Article 1. 'I'lie Legislature may establish
the price and i^ay of foremen, mechanics,
laborers and others employed on tlic pub-
lic works of the State, par<^chiaJ, city, or
town governments. Proclded, That the

compensation to be paid all foremen, me-
chanics, cartmen and laborers employed
on tho public works under the government
of the State of Louisiana, city of New Or-

!
leans, and Ihe police juries oi' the various

!
parishes of the State shall not be less than

I

the following rates, viz:

I

Foremen, per day S3 50
I Cartmen, furnishing their teams 4 00
Cartmen, not furnishing their teams ... 2 50

1 Laborers 2 50
i Art. 2. Eight hours shall constitute a,

I

legal day's labor for all mechanics, artisans
t and laborers employed on public works.

I

Mr. Cooley, of Point Couiaee, offered

I
the following amendment

:

j

Ame/idci?—The Legislature shall also pro-
vide by legislation to insure laAvyers ten

;

per cent, on all claims put in their hands
I

for collection, and to all doctors tliree dol-
I lars per visit.

i
Resolution and amendment referred to

Committee on General Pro\asions.

Mr. CromweU, of Orleans, presented the

following :

Art. 4. The Legislature shall make no
lav,-, ordinance, statute, regulation or code
recognizing the right of property in man
or exclusive pubHc privileges to any.
Art. 5. x\uj person who, under color of

any custom, regulation, rule, statute, ordi-
nance or law shall svdiject or cause to be
subjected any inhabitants of this State to
the deprivation of any public right, privi-
lege or immunity secured or protected by
this article or constitution, or to pains, pun-
ishment and penalties on account of such
persons having at any time been held in a
condition of involuntary servitude, except
as a punishment for crime, or by reason of
their color or race, than is prescribed for
the pleasure or punishment of white per-
sons, shall be deemed guilty of a misde-
meanor, and on conviction shall be pun-
ished by a fine not exceeding one thousand
dollars or imprisonment not exceeding one
year, or both.
Art. 6. It shall be lawful and the duty of

the Governor of the State or such persons
as he may empower for that juirpose to em-
ploy the mihtia and volunteer forces of the
State as shaU be necessary to prevent the
violation and enforce the due execution of
these articles.

Where.\s, We, the negroes, and persons
of negro descent, inhabitants of Louisiana,
citizens of the United States, and loyal to
the Government, are jDroscribed and ostra-

cised Avhen entering into 2:)ubhc lilaces, or
upon common carriers licensed and pro-
tected liy the Constitution and laws of tho
State, and
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Where^vs, "We shall not attempt or conn.
teaance any attempt to remedy the evi^

and bad 'Spirit shown us by the whites oth-

erwise than in a peaceable and legal way,
and have onr constitution so framed and
defined that these several articles be in-

grafted in the Constitution of this State,

namely

:

ArticliE 1. Slaveiy forever prohibited
within this State.

Art. 2. All i^ersons born in the United
States, ajid not subject to any foreign

power or any tribal autliority, excluding
Indians, are declared to be citizens of this

State and the United States.

Art. 3. There shall be no discrimination
in the public, political, civil, or religious

rights or inimnnities among the citizens

of this State on account of race or color

or previous condition of involuntary ser-

vitude, except as a punishment for crime
whereof the party thall have been duly con-
victed.

point of order that one-fifth of the Conven-

tion had not demande<l the ayes and nays.

The chair put the demjind for the ayes

and nays to the Convention, and they were

ordered.

The Secretary proceeded k) call the roll,

and the amendment of Mr. Newsham w;xs

lost—ayes 40, nays 49.

Yeas: Messrs. Antoine, Belden Berton-
neau, Bouseigneur, Burrel, Cromwell, De-
niarest, P. G. Deslonde, Dougla.ss, Dupart,
Duplessis, Esnard, Francois, Gair, Gardner,
Guichiird, Hempstead, Hiestand, Jackson,
Jones, Lange, Leroy, liichard Le^wis,

^<arie, Massicot, Morris, Moses, Newsham,
Oliver, Pierce, Poindexter, Reagan, Riard,
Roberts, Snaer, Thibaut, Tinchant, Under-
wood, Valfroit—4U.

Nays: Messrs. Baker, Barrett, Blackburn,
Blandin, Bonnefoi, Brown, Butler, Cooley,
Crane, Crawford, Cuney, Dearing, Jr.,

Mr. Cromwell moved that it be made the i

Depiusseau, Dujjart, Ferguson, Gould,

special order for Thursday at 12 o'clock,

and 1000 copies printe(^l.

Harper, Harris, llunison, Ingraham, R. H.
Isabelle, Thomas IsabeUe, Kelso, Landei's,

Lewis, Ludeling, L^iaich, Martin, Meadows,
Mr. Cooley, of Point Coupee, rose to a I McLeran, McMiUen, Murrel, Mushaway,

point of order, that the resolution should Myers, Pinchback, Pollard, Reese, Riggs
Rodriguez, Scott, Snider, Steele, T^\-itcheIl,

Vander-riff, Yidal, Waples, ^Yicklifie, Wil-
be referred in the regiilar manner.

Mr. Cromwell, of Orleans, moved its
i ^.^j^^^, Wilson—49

reference to Committee on General Pro-
1 \j_^ Pinchljack,' of Orleans, moved to

visions, and that it be made the order of the
, ^,,^^,^^^^ the rules to read the foUowing me-

day for Thursday.
{ ^^,^..^j ^^^.^^^

The chair decided the point of order as
! ^^^ ^^^ foUowing memorial was read :

to so much of the motion as referred to the
,

,j.^.^ memorial of the delegates now as-
disposition of the resolution, that it shoidd

' ^embled in Convention in and for the State

be referred in its usual course.
j

of Louisiana show unto your honorable

Mr. Newsham, of West FeHciana, moved 1

bodies that,

to amend that part of the motion as to Whereas, The present acts of Congress
^ •„-• ^ 1 ^ • ,• (,Aa • -41 »' for the reconstruction of the rebel States
printing, bv inserting 200 copies, instead of • ^i ^ •

-i. / n, •
i

^
"='

.
• '^ r

> require that a mnjonty of the registered
lOvJO copies.

; yQ^ers in each of said States should be cast
Mr. Cooley, of Point Coupee, rosa to a ! to secure the adoption or rejection of their

' respective Constitutions; andpoint of order that at this stage of the

proceedings a motion to print was u
cessary and out of order.

Whereas, The more usual and simple
manner of determining the question of the
adoption or rejection of State constitutions

Mr. Ferguson, of Jackson, moved to lay
]
jg by submitting them to the popular vote,

the motion to print and the amendment on i
leaving the settlement y)ro or con to the

the tabic. 1

mi^jority of those voting and not to the

m, ,.
i. i. 1 1 T • •

i

majority of the voters registered ; and
ihe motion to table, on a division, was 1 % -r • - n i -t -, ^,

, , qa 1 (Q
I

Whereas, It is the declared and weLL-
losc-ayes .ij, nays ilb.

|

j^^o^^j^ ^^^^^^ ^^^^ inirpose of the opponents
The chair stated the question to be upon ' of reconstruction and of those unfriendly

Mr. Newsham's amendment to print 200
\

to the Government to defeat said Coustitu-

copies. I

tiou, and inasmuch as eaid provision to said

-\T n ^ X! T> L n ^^ i e \

'"Cts gives them an eas^' and decided ad-
Mr. Cooley, of Point Coupee, caUed for .^

,i • * t ^1 i <,•„,.•^' '• '
j

vantage over those in lavor oi the adoption
the ayes and nays.

|

yf gj-iifj Constitution and greatly increases

Mr. Bertonneau, of Orleans, rose to a 1
the embarrassment of the friends of the
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governmGiit, and endangers tli!.! ratification

of said ioustitiitious.

"\Vlierel'(jni your petitioners pray that Con-
gress so alter and amend the present hnvs

sus to require only a majority of tlie regis-

tered voters voting im the cpiestion to de-

termine for or against the atloi^tion of the

said eonstitutions.

Jit^soivetl, That the President of this Con-
ventitni forward imui'Hliatelj' copies of thi-*

memorial to the President of the Senate and
Speaker of the House of Representatives of

the Congress of the United States, with the

request tiiat the same be laid before their

respective Imdies.

Mr. Pinehbaek, of Orleans, moved to

suspend the rules to pass the resolution to

its second reading.

The rules were suspended and the resolu-

tion, upon its second reading, was adopted.

The order of the day was announced.

By Mr. Crane, of Orleans :

Resolved, That it be a standing order of

the Convention that the Convention shall

every day at — o'clock resolve itself into a

committee of the whole Convention, to

consider therein all reports from standing

and special committees, on such pro})osi-

tions as shall be referred to or made from
said committees.

Mr. Crane ^moved to fill the blank by in-

serting one o'clock. Adopted.

Mr. Crane, of Orleans, moved to adopt.

Carried.

By Mr. Newsham, of West Feliciana :

Whekeas, By supplementary acts of

Congress, pa.ssed March 2, 1807, it is de-

clared that no legal State Government
exists in Louisiana. And by an act piissinl

snpplem<nitary thereto on the 23d day of

March, 18(57, "it is enacted that if said gov-
ernm(;nt.s were continued they were to con-

tinue suhjt'd ill fiH re^p'xla to the paramount
authority ox CJungress ; and
Whekeas, It is made the duty of the

district commanders to remove from office

all persons in oilice disloyal to the United
States and not citizens thereof ; and
Wheeeas, Boards of n-gistration were

created by Siiid acts of Congress for the

purpose of registrating citizens loyal to the

Union ; and
Whekeas, The right to remove from

office is vested in the Military Commander
of the District ; and
Whekeas, Many, if not a majority of the

Tiarish, and judicial and municipal officei-s

of the State are noAv held ])y persons dis-

franchised, and not citizens by the ])ro-

visions of said paramount law or laws of

Congress ; and

Whereas, This Convention is the legal

creation of the said acts of Congress, con-

vened for the purpose of making a Consti-

tation and civil government for the State of

Louisiana; and

Whereas, It "is a well established prin-

ciple of law, that no person not a citizen

can legally hold an office, and it being im-
possible to organize wi\)i the ])resent dis-

loyal element of the State in oftice, aU or

many of whom are disfranchised by said

act c.i' Congress; therefore, be it

RuRolreil, That tlu; U)yal people of Lonis-
iana, in Convention assembled, do res])ect-

fuUy recommevid to W. S. Hancock, Major
General Commanding the Fifth Militaiy

District, the removal from office of r.U \yer-

sons in the State of Louisiana, disfran-

chi.sed by said act of Congress, and the ap-

pointment of lovid men, citizens, in their

place.

Mr. McMillen, of CaiToll, moved its

reference to a Committee of the Whole,

Which, after some discussion, was adopted.

By Mr. Lynch, of Carroll:

Resolved, That the delegates to this Con-
vention be and they are hereby allowed

eight dollars per day for thirty days, and
the same mileage allowed to tlie members
of the last Legislature of this State; but no
pay shall ])o allowed to delegates for tlie

time which this Convention may remain in

session after the expiration of thirty days.

Which on motion was laid on the table.

Mr. McMillen, of CaiToU, moved to re-

consider the vote on tabling.

Mr. Pinehbaek, of Orleans, moved to lay

the motion to reconsider on the table.

Canied.

By Mr. Packard, of Orleans, right bank :

Whereas, The framing and adopting of

the organic law of the State is the impor-
tant business for which the Convention
was conv(>ned; therefore, be it

R-;soivcd, Tliat the Committee on Draft

of the Constitution be instructed to pre-

pare and submit to this Convention a "draft

of Constitution," and in order that the said

committee be enabled to submit their re-

port at the earliest possible time, the com-
mittee are gl'auted permission to sit during
the session of this Convention Avhile pre-

paring their report.

Mr. Bertonneau, of Orleans, moved to

lay on the table, but withdrew his motion

on account of the absence of the mover of

the resolution.

Mr. Pinehbaek, of Orleans, moved to lay

on the table subject to call. Carried.

,
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Mr. Hiestand, of Natcliitoclies, offered

the following:

WHERE.A.S, It is necessary for tlie best

interests of the State that a correct aceoiint

should be kept of all expenses incurred in

printing tlie proceedings of this Convention

;

be it,

Resolved, Tbat the Committee on Print-

ing be authorized to employ a clerk for

that purpose, and for all other services that

he may be required to perform by said

committee.

Mr. Newsham, of West Feliciana, moved

its reference to a committee of the whole,

but withdrew his motion temporarily.

Mr. Hiestand, of Natchitoches, moved to

adopt.

Mr. Tinchant, of Orleans, moved to

amend by making the appointment subject
j

to confirmation of the Convention.

Mr. Cooley, of Point Coupee, moved to

amend by providing a clerk to be allowed to

every other standing committee.

On motion the resolution and amendments

were laid on the taV)le.

Mr. Meadows, of Claiborne, offered the

following

:

Resolved, That all children now boixnd
out in the State of Louisiana a^'ainst the
will of their parents be and hereby are re-

leivsed, if said parent* do so desire.

Referred to Committee on Bill of Rights.

By Mr. Schwab, of Jefferson :

Whereas, All sources and instrumentali-

ties within the control of this body should
be used for the purpose of enhght^nLng the
great masses of the people in this State, and'

to show the world at large tliat we are well

aware that our envmie.-i are iu>i iw-!f-p,

which is sliown by the effort of ihe (.'tni-

fiervative party, tlu'ir combined j^resb-, li-iiv-

iug nothing untrie<l in iujimng, insulting

and belittling the Repulilican party ; and
as their machinations will never cea«e, and
they \vill not even shrink from using vio-

lence to jjrevent the adoption of the Consti-
tution to be suVjmitted by this Convention
to the people of the State of Louisiana

;

and
Whereas, The-German Gazette, the only

paper to represent so largely a population,
not only in the State of Louisiana, but in

all adjoining States, and are a people
always loyal to the United States, good and
true citizens; therefore, be it

Rfsolved, That the resolution of the un-
dersigned lie unanimously granted to have
the proceedings of this Convention also

printed in the German Gazette, and that

the proprietors thereof be and they are

hereby employed to pubhsh regularly the
proceedings of this body, now assembled in

a Convention, to form a constitution loyal to

the Government of the United States, for

which they shall be recompensed by the
State Hkewise as general other printers are

paid, a pru ruta customary to the rules of

printing.

Referred to Committee on Printing.

REPORTS OF 3TA>-DING COMMITTEES.

Committee on Legislation—No rei:)ort.

Committee on the Judiciary—No report.

Committee on the Executive—No report.

Coiimittee on General Provisions—No
report.

Committee on Ordinance and Schedule —
Reported progress.

Committee on Printing—No report.

Committee on Finance—Reported no
funds.
Committee on Militia—Reported pro-

gress.

Committee on Internal Improvement

—

No rep«rt.

Committee on Bill of Rights—Reported
progress.

Committee on Draft of the Constitution

—

Reported no action of the Committee as yet
caUed for.

Committee on Enrollment reix)rted as

follows:

To tlie Prtsident .ind Members of the Convention :

The "Committee on Enrollment" beg
leave to report that they held their fii'st

meeting on Saturday evening, at which
meeting all the members of the committee
being present, they elected a Ciiief Enroll-
ing Clerk, and two Assistant Enrolling
Clerks.

Mr. H. Berthelot elected Chief EnrolHng
Ci'-rk, aini Mehsr-s. A. Snaer and Walker
Beldeu, A>;siKtHUt Enrolling Clerkn.

The committee respectlully request that
the above election be approved.

John B. VA>-i)Ei;GRrBT,

Chairman Committee on Enrollment.

Laid over under the rules.

Committee on Contingent Expenses re-

ported as follows :

To the President and members of the Committee :

The Committee on Contingent ExiDcnses,

beg leave to report tbat they have met and
organized and deeming it essentially neces-

sary to have a clerk to this Committee, have
elected Mr. E. Longpre, Jr., as clerk thereto.

Respectfully submitted,
Hy. Bonseigkeue,

Chairman of the Committee on Contingent
Expenses. December 3d, 1867.

Lies over under the rules.
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By Mr. Wickliffe, of Orleans:
"WuEKEA-s, It is the earnest dewre of the

people of Louisiana, now in Convention
assembled, to recuns.ruet this State in per-
fect ace. ird T.iih the-wili of the Congress of
the United States as expressed in the re-
con-<truction laws parsed by that august
body for the government of "^the States late-

ly in rebellion; and
Wheke.\s, It is utterly imi^ossible to car-

ry out th« will of Congress as therein ex-
pressed for the reconstruction of this State,
unless the State, municipal, ])arish, and
judi<-ial ofiicea tliroiigliout the State are
tilled by men of uudt)ubted loyalty to the
General Government, prior to the attempt
to submit th»i Constitution to the people for
ratilicaticni, or to take any other steps
toward the reconstruction of this State;
and
Whereas, The power of this Convention

of the people of Louisiana to aceomi)liNh
this essential prerequisite to a reconstruc-
tion, viz: the removal of all disloyal men
now in oSice throngliout the State, and the
installing in their places men of -known and
tried loyalty—is not as clearly delined by
the said reconstruction acta as is desirable;
therefore,

Il'':wlrfd, That tliis Convention, elected
by tl:.e loyal people of Louisiana in obedience
to the laws of Congress, and representing
directly and legally the feelings, sentiments,
wishes, and pui-jjoses of the loyal people of
Lordsiana, botli Avhite and eolorc^d, do here-
by earnestly [letitJoi Congress, at the earh-
est possible moment to pass an enabling act
gi-\-iug jiower to this Convention, as the
repi-esentatives of the loj-al jjeople of
Louisiana, to remove from office all men
throughout the State \\ho now are, or may
bo in any State, municipal, parisli, or judi-

1

cial office, and ^vho nov,- are or may be im-
pediments to the reconstruction of Louisi-
ana in accordance with the reconstruction
laws of Congress, and till those offices with
men of undoubted loyalty and sympathy
with the expressed will of Cougi-essj and
require the commanding general of the
Fiftii Militai-y District to render aU desired
and necessary aid in order to carry out the
wiU of Congress in reconstructing this
State: Provided, That all appointments
thus made shall be temporary, and the in-

cumbents thus appointed shall hold their
offices until their successors are duly elected
under the Constitution to be submitted by
this C(mvention.

Reii'jlved, That copies of these resolutions
be forwarded liy the President of this Con-
Tention to the honoral)le Speaker of the
House of Eeiiresentatives at Washington,
and the honorable President of the United
States Senate, requesting them to lay the

same before the respective bodies over
which they preside, and to urge immediate
action th(;reon.

Lies over under the rales.

By Mr. Blackbnrn, of Claiborne:

An Okdinance to ]irovide means to defray
the expenses of the Constitutional Con-
vention of the State of Louisiana, by the
issue of bonds of the State for five hun-
dred thousand dollars, bearing interest of
eight per cent, jier annum, and to pro^•ide
for the redemption of said bonds:

Section 1, We, the people of the State of
Louisiana, in Convention assembled, in ac-
cordance with the act of the C(mgress of the
United States of America, passed March the
2;id, 1857, do declare and ordain, and it is

hereby declared and ordained, that the
President of the Convention be a;id he is

hereV)y authorized and directed to issue
bonds of this State to be figncd l)y him and
countersigned by the chairniiin of the Com-
mittee on Contingent ExiienscK, and to be
sealed with the seid of the State, to the
amount of five hundred thousand dollars,

payable in two years from date of issue,

with interest at the rate of eight per cent,
per annum, to be paid with the j^rincipal at
the matiu-ity of said bonds; and for the
payment of these bonds and interest the
faith of the State of Louisiana to be and is

hereby unconditionally pledged to the
holders thereof.

Sec. 2. Be itfnrlher declared and ord<iined.,

That for the payment of said bonds and
interest, the sum of two hundred and
seventy thousand dollars shall be annually
set apart as a special fund by the State
Treasurer, from the first moiiies received in
the State Treasury, beginning with first

day of January, Anno Domini, eighteen
hundred and sixty-eight, and continuing
until the final extinction by payment of
said bonds and interest.

Se(!. o. Be ilfurther dedaredand ordaiiicd.

That in order to provide for the extinction
of said bonds and interest, the Auditor of
the State is hereby directed to determine
what rate of additional taxation on the
total assessed value of all the taxalile mov-
able and immovable property of the State,

is necessary for the payment of said bonds
and interest; and when ascertained, it shall

be his duty, and he is here])y directed to

notify the Sherifis and Tax Collectors of
the State, the rate of the additional taxa-
tion ascertained, and Avhich additional tax
is hereby fixed and declared lawful; and
shall be le\-ied upon aUb^xable, movable and
immovable projieriy of the State, that may
have been assessed; and it shall be the duty
of the Sherifi's and Tax Collectors, and who
are hereby directed to coUect said tax, and
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the collection of the same shall be enforced
as the law provides or may hereafter pro-

vide for the collection of taxes.

Sec. 4. Be itf>rrther declared and ordain-

ed, That saitl bonds shaU be for one thou-

sand dollars each in amount, vd^h. interest

of eight per cent, per annum ; thev shall be
receivable any date after issue, with interest

calculated and allowed iip to date of re-

ceipt, by the Sheriffs, Tax Collectors and
Stiite Treasurer for all State taxes or other

j^ublic dues, as well as for the sale of jDubhc

lands.

Sec. 5. Be itfurtlier dednred and ordain

ed, That the sum of six thousand doUars be
and the same is hereby appropriated from
the i^roceeds of the sale of said bonds, to

pay the expenses oiHthographing and print-

ing said bonds.
Sec. 6. Be itfurthfri- dpdared and ordain-

ed, That the chairman of the Committee on
(.'ontingent Expenses be authorized and he
is hereby f^mpowered to appoint a person,

who shall have said bonds nthographed and
printo;], and negotiate the same on terms
the most favorable to be oljtained.

Sec. 7. Be itfurther dedared and ordain-

ed. That the proceeds of the sale of said

bonds shall be deposited in the State treas-

ury, and so much as may be required to

defray the expenses of this C'onvention shall

be warranted upon the President of this Con-
vention and countersigned by the chairman
of the Committee of Contingent Expenses,
and the State treasury sliall pay the same

;

and the balance of the money not used shall

be' by the State Treasiirer pLiced to the
credit of the general fund and reserved
until the meeting of the General Assembly
elected under the provisions of the Consti-
tution of this Convention, to be iised iis

they may direct.

Mr. Blackburn asked its reference to

Committee on Contingent Expenses.

Mr. Crawford, of Caldv.'ell, moved its

reference to Committee on Finance.

Mr. Crane, of Orleans, moved to amend
l»y adding with instructions to report forth-

with, and that it be made the special order

in the Committee of the "Wliole.

Mr. Belden, of Orleans, moved to amend
b>y making it the order of the day for

Thursday.

Mr. Blackburn, of Clfliborne, claimed

that his motion to refer had jorecedence.

Mr. Crawford, of Caldwell, rose to a

point of order, that the motion to amend
had precedence.

Mr. Crane, of Orleans, moved to refer

to a Committee of the Whole. Carried,

Mr. Lynch, of CarroU, moved that the

Committee on Finance be discharged.

Mr. McMillan, of Carroll, moved to

amend by abolishing both tlie Committee

on Finance and the Committee on Contin-

gent Expenses and appointing in their

l^laee a Committee on Ways and Means.

Mr. Jones, of Orleans, moved to lay the

amendment and motion on the tal:>le. Car-

ried.

Mr. McMillan, of CarroU, asked to be

excused from serAing on the Committee to

wait on General Hancock, and was so ex-

cused and Mr. Newsham, of West Feliciana,

appointed in his place.

On motion the Convention resolved itself

into a Committee of the Whole, for the

consideration of the resolution of Mr.

Newsham, of West Fehciana, and Mr.

Waples was called to the cliair.

The Committee of the Y/hole rose and,

through its chairman, reported progi'ess to

the Convention.

At 4 o'clock the Convention, on motion

of W. L. McMiUan, of Carroll, adjourned to

Wednesday, December 4, 1867, at 11

o'clock A. M.

A tnie copv:
WM. VIGEES, Secretary.

NINTH DAY.
New Oeleans. Wednesday, Dec. 4, 1867.

I

The Convention was called to order at

11 o'clock A. M.

i

The Secretary jirocceded to call the roU

and the following delegates answered to

their names :

TaHaferro, Antoine, Baker, BaiTett, Belden,
Blandin, Bonseignem-, Bonnefoi, Brown,
Burrell, Butler, Cooley, Crane, Crawford,
CromvreU, Cuney, Dearing, Demarest,
Depasseau, Douglass, Dujiart, Dupart, Du-
plessis, Esuard, FuUer, Ferguson, Gair,
Gardner, Goidd, Guichard, Harj^er, Har-
ris, Harrison, Hempstead, Hiestand, lu-
gi-aham, Isabelle, Jackson, Jones, Kelso,
Landers, Lange, Leroy, J. B. Lewis, Le^rt-is,

Ludeling, L^aich, Marie, Martio, Massicot,
Meadows, McLeran, Morris, Moses, Murrell,
Mushaway, Myers, Newsbnm, Oliver, Pack-
ard, Pierce, Pinckback, Poindexter, Pol-
lard, Reagan, Reese, Riard, Riggs, Rodri.
guez, Schawb, Snaer, Scott, Snider, Thi
bant, Tinehant, T^^•itchell, Underwood, Val-
froit Vandergi-ilf, Yidal, Wickhffe, Wil-
liams, Wilson—83 members present.



32 JOURNAL OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION.

Prayer by the Rev. Dr. Heury

The miuutes v.ere rend

Be it further resolved. That all the dele-

tes to this Convention (except from the

,,,,,, ,. ,, , 1 1 i,i A 1.1 p:in.sh of Orleans) shall receive the fm-ther
Mr. \\ aples, ot Orleans, asked that they

1 )^^^^ ^^ ^,^.^^^^. ^^[^^^ ^^^^. j^- ^^ ^^^-^^ ^^,^ ,^^^^

be corrected by stating Mr. Crane's motion
. twenty cents "per mile returning from the

to refer to the Committee of the Whole as session of tliis C'onvention, which should be
calculated and allowed according to the dis-

tance by the usually traveled route from
the domicil of e;ich delegate to the city of

New Orleans, Louisiana.

Mr. Crawford, of CaldweU, moved the

reference of the resolution and amendment
to a select committee of five, with instruc-

tions to report as early as possible.

Mr. Smith, of Orleans, moved to lay on

the table all the i)revious amendments.

a motion, and not as an amendment.

ORIGINAL RESOLUTIONS.

By Mr. Smith, of Orleans:

Wheri'as, It is absolutely necessaiy that

some provisions should be made for the pTir-

pose of enabling members to draw their

per ditiin; and
Whereas, There are persons in this city

who are A\illiug to ca«h the warrants with

a reasonable discount; therefore, be it

Rfsolred, That aWarraut Clerkbe elected

by this Convi-ntion for the jmrpose of en- \
Can-ied.

abling the niPiubers to draw their warrants
j

^[^ Smith,
of §— per day, the amount to be fixed by

\

the Convention.
j

Mr. Smith, of Orleans, moved to suspend

the rules that the resolution may pass to its

second reading.

Mr. Y>'ickHiie, of Orleans, rose to the

point of order, that under the former nilings

of the chair all resolutions having reference

to subjects other than those of direct legis-

lation are con.sidered as motions and acted

upon accordingly.

Mr. Cooley, of Point Coupee, submitted

the following amendment:

Eesoleed, That the members of this Con-
vention receive, in compensation of tlieir

services, the same per diem and mileage

allowed to the members of the General As-

sembly of Louisiana under eristiug laAvs,

au'l that the President of the Convention
be authorizeu to issue a warrant in favor of

members for all Hums due totliem at the r>»t<'

above established, f^-r any number of daj^

not lass tliHii sii; said warrant to be attcM-

ed by tlie Si-cretary of the Ckmvention.

Mr. Newsham, of West FeUciana, sub-

mitted the following amendment:

Resolved, That the members of tliis Con-
vention receive for their services the sum
of ten dollars per day.

Mr. Hempstead, of Assumption, sub-

mitted she following ameiulment:
To fill the blank in Mr. Smith's reso-

lution by the figure " 10."

Mr. Belden, of Orleans, submitted the

following substitute as an amendment:

Kesolred, That tlie pay of delegates to

this Convention be ten doUars pvr day dur-

ing the session thereof, except such as may
fail to attend at any time; and

of Orleans, moved to adopt

the resolution.

jMr. WicklitFe, of Orleans, moved to amend

by striking out the word "appointed," and

inserting the word "elected."

Mr. Waples submitted the following

amendment :

To amendby striking out a ' 'Warrant Clerk

be appointed," and inserting " the duties of

the Warrant Clerk shall be performed by the

Secretary."

Mr. WickliiTe, of Orleans, called tha at-

tention of the chair to the fact that the

hour for the order of the day had arrived,

and moved to suspend the rules and post-

pone the order of the day to one o'clock, to

allow the determination of the subject be-

fore the Convention.

The rules were suspended b}' a two third

vote.

1
Mr. Bertonneau, of (Orleans, cnUed for the-

previoiis quenin'U, >hich upon the state-

ment of the chair, was demended by a ma-

jority of the Convention.

The chair stated the question to be upon

the amendment by Mr. Waples, of Orleans,

wdiich W!is lost.

The question on the original resolution

was then put to the Convention, and it

was adopted.

Mr. Crane, of Orleans, nominated for

Warrant Clerk ]\Ir. J. L. Montieu.

Mr. Jones, of Orleans, nominated James

Newton.

Mr. Reagan, of East Baton Rouge, nom-

inated Mr. S. Wrotnowski, '
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Mr. Packard, of Orleans, (riglit bank)

nominated Mr. A. Gmy, Jr.

The Chair appointed as tellers Messi-s.

Smith, Douglass and R. H. Isabelle, and

the Convention proceeded to vote by ballot

for a Warrant Clerk, -svitli the following re-

siilt:

J. L. Montieu received 64 votes; S.

Wrotno-^ski received 15 votes; James New-
ton received 5 vott-s; Wm. Vigers received

5 votes; A. Giiry, Jr., received 2 votes.

And Mr. J. L. Montieu was declared to i

be duly elected Warrant Clerk of this Con-

vention.
*

INIr. Belden of Orleans, offered the fol-

lowing resolution:

Resolved, That the pay of delegates to

this Convention be ten dollars per day Chid-

ing the session thereof, except such as

may fail to attend at any time; and be it

further

Resoh-ed, That all the delegates to this

Convention (except from the parish of

for the original resolution and subsequent

amendments were not in order till it was

disposed of.

Mr. Waples, of Orleans, rose to a point

of order that under the rules a substitute

should be treated as a motion to amend, and

should be governed by the rules relating to

amendments.

And it vras so ruled by the chair.

The ayes aud nays were called for by Mi.

Crawford, of Caldwell, and seconded by-

one fifth of the Convention.

The question was j)ut ujjon the amend-

ment of Mr. Crawford, of Caldwell. The
Secretary proceeded to call the roll "with

the following result :

Ayes: Barrett, Bertonueau, Cooley, Crane,
CraT\-ford, Cuney, Dearing, Depasseau,
Douglass, Duplessis, Esnard, Ferguson,
Harrison, R. H. Isabelle, Thomas IsabellCf

Kelso, Landers, Ludeling, Lynch, Mc-
Leran, McMillen, Myers, Packard, Poin-

Smith,^ , X 1 n • ii J- 4.1 *
I

dexter, R:ard, Smith, Steele, Thibaut,
Orleans) shall receive the further sum oi

' -i. i! n tt i •«.' ^--i i Tt-,-^viiflv.y ,
' , - -J. lii Twitch ell, vandergiin, vidal, vVicliime,

twenty cents per mi le going to and twenty
^yi.^^j^g^32 j,yes.

° ' '

Nays: Antoine, Baker, Belden, Black-
cents per mile returning from the session

of this Convention, vviiich should be calcu-

lated and allowed according to the distance

by the usually traveled route from the

d'omicil of each delegate to the city of New
Orleans, La.

Mr. Newsham, of West FcKeiana, sub-

mitted the follo^nng amendment:

The compensation of members, officers,

and emiiloyee^s of this Convention shall be
as foUows, 'in United States Treasury notes

:

Each member shall receive .... SIO per day.

Secretai-y, As-sistiint Seore- ....

tary, and Minute Clerk 10 per day.

Sergeant-at-Arms and Aasis-

tants 8 per day.

Warrant Clerk and Eni-oling

Clerk 6 per day.

Doorkeeper 5 -per day.

Pages and Postmaster, each. ... 3 per day.

The mileage of each member from the
country jiarishes shall be twenty cents i^er

mile coming to the Convention and re-

turning to their hom&s. All comiiensation
to officers and employees shall commence
from the day of their election or appoint-

ment.

Mr, Crawford moved to amend by sub-

stituting §8 for $10 as the pay of members
of the Convention.

Mr. Belden, of Orleans, rose to the point

of order that the paper offered hj the mem-
ber from West Feliciana "yvas a substitute

4

burn, Blaudin, Bonnefoi, Brown, BuiTeU,
Butler, Cromw.^U, Demarest, P. G. Des-
londe, G. Dupart, U. Dupart, Francois,

Gair, Gardner, Harper, Harris, Hemp-
stead, Hiestand, Ingraham, Jackson, Jones,

Lange, Leroy, J. B. Lewis, R. Lewis,

Marie, Martin, Massicot, Meadows, Morris,

Mosas, Murrell, Mushaway, Newsham, Oli-

ver, Pierce, Pinchback, Pollard, Reagan,
Reese, Riggs, Roberts, Rodriguez, Schwab,
Scott, Snider, Tinchant, Underwood, Val-

froit, Waples—53 nays.

And the amendment was lost.

The question was then put upon the

amendment of Mr. Newsham, of West
FeUciaam.

The ayes and nays were demanded by Hi^

Lynch, of Carroll, and seconded by oa©

fifth of the Convention.

Th» roll was called ^-ith the foUowiul

result : Ayes 66 ; nays 23.

The following Delegates voted aye :

Antoine, Baker, Belden, Bertonneaii,

Blackburn, Blandin, Bonseigneur, Bon«
nefoi, Bro^-n, BurreU, Butler, Crane, Crom.-

well, Cuney, Demarest, Depasseau, P. G.
Deslonde, Douglass, G. Dupart, U. Dupart,
Duplessis, Francois, Gair, Gardner, Gui-

cliard, Hari:)er, Harris, Hempstead, Hiestand
Ingraham, Isabelle R. H., Jackson, Jones,

Lange, Jjeroy, J, B, Lewis, E. Le¥i»»
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Marie, Mftrtin, Massicot, Meadows, Morris,

Moses, Mnrrel], Mnshaway, Newsham,
Oliver, Piert-e, Pollard, Reagan, Eeese,

Eiggs, Roberts, Rodriguez, Schwab, Smith,

Snaer, Scott, Suider, Steele, Tinchant,

Vjilfroit, Vidal, Wai^lcs, Wilson

—

66 nays.

The following delegates voted nay:

Barrett, Cooley, Crawford, Bearing, Es-

Bard, Ferguson, Harrison, Isabelle Thomas,
Kelso, Lnnders, Lndeling, Lynch, Mc-
Leran, MclMillen, Packard, Pinchback,

Poindexter, Riard, Twitchell, Underwood,
Yandergriii; Wickliffe, WiLIiams~23 nays.

And the amendment was adojited.

Mr. Wapk's submitted the follo-^dng:

Resolred, That the per diem and compen-
sation allowed to members of this Conven-

tion shall be reduced half, after the twen-

tieth day from that and the lirst day of the

assembling of the Convention.

And moved to suspend the rules to put it

upon its immediate passage.

Mr. Smith, of Orleans, moved to amend

"by inserting " 30th" instead of "20th day,"

which was accepted by Mr. Waples. The

rules were susi^ended by a vote of two

thirds of the Convention.

Mr. Bertonneau, of Orleans, called for the

previous question, which was demanded by

a majority of the Convention.

The ayes and nays were called for and

seconded l)y one fifth of the members

present.

And the roU was called with the following-

result :

Ayes 37, nays 47.

The following delegates voted aye :

Antoine, Barrett, Bertonneau, Bon-
seigneur, Cooley, Ci'ane, Crawford, Cuney,
Dearing, Depasseau, Deslonde P. G., Do-
Dato, Douglass, Esnard, Fuller, Harris, Har-
rison, Hempstead, Ingraham, Isabelle R.

H., Thos. IsabeUe, Kelso, Landers, Lnde-
ling, Lynch, McLeran, McMillen, Mush-
away, Myers, Newsham, Pixckard, Reese,
Riard, Smith, Steele, Thibaut, Vandergriff",

Waples, WiUiams—37.

The following delegates voted nay:

Messrs. Baker, Belden, Blackburn, Blau-
din, Bonnefoi, Brown, Butler, Cromwell,
G. Dupart, U. Dupart, Duplessis, Francois,
Ferguson, Gair, Gardner, Guichard,
Harper, Hiestand, Jones, Lange, Leroy, J.

B. Lewis, R. Lewis, Marie, Martin, Massi-
cot, Meadows, Moms, Moses, Murrell, OH-
ver, Pinchback, Poindexter, PoUard. Rea-
gan, Pierce, Riggs Rodrigixez, Schwab,
Snaer, Scott, Snider, Tinchant, T^vitchell,

Underwood, Volfroit, Wickliffe, Wilson

—

47 nays.

And the amendment was rejected.

tTNFIKISHED BUSINESS.

By P. G. Deslonde, of IberviUe :

Resolved, That the loyal peojile of the
State of Louisiana from a long exiDerience

under the Avhite man's bondage in this

State, present our thanks to the thirty-ninth

and fortieth Congresses. Further, that we
indorse every deliberation for the op-
pressed races of the State, and are also

thankful to the Radical friends throughout
the United States and elsewhei'e on the face

of the j^lobe. We furthermore pray
the Convention assembled to dehberate tho-

roi;glily upon the poor ojjpressed people
under the same basis of Congress of 1867,

that all men are created equal, heretofore
citizens.

Referred to the Committee on Bill of

Rights.
By Mr. Ingraham, of Caddo:

Be it ordained by the j^eople of Louis-
iana in Convention assembled

:

Section 1. That in order to raise means
to defray the expenses of this Convention,
and other matters appertaining thereto, in
accordance mth section 8, act of Congress
March 23, 1867.

Sec. 2. That a tax of fifty cents be leried
and collected upon each and every gallon of
spirituous, alcohohc or distilled liquors sold
in the State during the year 1868.

Resolved, That the Finance Committee
are requested to suggest a plan for the col-

lection of this tax.

Referred to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. Ingraham, of Caddo:

WuEEEAS, The Republican party of the
United States is now preparing itself for

the last great struggle which shall forever

determine the question of equal pohtical
and ciril rights for all the citizens of the
Republic; and
Whereas, The Republican Congressional

Committee has become the chief instru-

mentality of the Republican party for the
dissemination of its princii^les and the or-

ganization of its voters in all the States,

and esiDCciaUy in the non-reconstructed
States; and
Whereas, Hon. Thomas W. Conway ia

the chief organizer and representative of

the said Congressional Committee in the
Southern States; therefore, be it

Resolved, That he be and is hereby invit-

ed by tliis Convention to dehver an ad-

dress on the situation of the country in this

hall at such time (when this Convention is

not in regular session) as may suit his con-
venience.
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lisid over tmder the rules.

By Mr. De<ariDg, of Bapides :

Whereas, In the present unsettled con-

dition of a large number of voters of this

State ; therefore, be it

Resolved, That each and every person

who may have been or may be registered

under the acts of Congress passed March
2, 1867, and the acts supplementary thereto,

to provide for the more efficient govern-

ment of the rebel states who have or can

produce sufficient evidence of their ha^dng
been registered, shall be allowed to vote in

any parish in this State for or against the

ratification of the Constitution which this

Convention may form.

Laid over under the rules.

By Mr. Tinchant, of Orleans:

Resolved, That this Convention shall pro-

vide, either by special enactment or by
amendment to the Constitution, for the

legal protection in this State of all women
without distinction of race or color, or

without reference to their previous condi-

tion, in their civil rights.

Beferred to the Judiciary Committee,

By Mr. Dupasseau, of Orleans:

Resolved, No money shall be drawn from
the treasury, but in pursuance of an ap-

propriation made by law, and a regular

statement of the receipts and expenditures

of all public monies shall be published
annually.

Beferred to the Committee on General

Provisions.

By Mr. Wilson, of Orleans:

The Legislature shall have the power to

pass a law for the relief of the veterans of

18M and 1815.

Beferred to the Committee on General

Provisions.

By Mr. Tinchant, of Orleans:

Whereas, While volunteer corps of mihtia
are more effectual than the iniUtia itself,

such corps would become dangerous for the

safety of this State and government were
persons of rebel antecedents permitted to

-organize into exclusive volunteer regiments;
therefore, be it

Resolved, That only honorably discharged
soldiers who have served faithfully in the
TJnited^States army during the late rebeUion
shaU have the right and privilege of or-

ganizing themselves into regiments of vol-

xmteer mihtia in this State.

Beferred to Committee on Militia.

By Mr. Leroy, of Natchitoches :

Resolved, That no lottery shall be au-

thorized by this State, and the buying or

selling of lottery tickets within this StatO
is prohibited.

Resolved, That no divorce shall ba
granted by the Legislature.

Beferred to Committee on General Pro-^

visions.

By Mr. Wilson, of Orleans :

The i3ri\'ilege of all loyal citizens of
every race and color, without regard to any
previous condition, to bear arms, shall not
be infringed upon.

Beferred to Committee on Bill of BiglitS,

By Mr. Wilson, of Orleans:

Resolved, That all persons of every racQ
and color, A\ithout regard to any previous
condition, shall have the same right to maka
and enforce contracts, to sue, to give evi-

dence, to inherit, purchase, lease, sell, hold
and convey real and personal projjerty, and
to full and equal benefits of all laws and
proceedings for the security of person and
property as are enjoyed by white persons,
and shall be subject to Hke punishment,
pains and penalties, and to none other.

They shall have the right to hold office,

serve on juries, and admission to all amuse-
ments, drinking saloons, hotels, eating and
lodging houses, biUiard saloons, confection-
eries, stores, shops, and all places where
merchandise is sold; to asylums, colleges,

churches, schools, hospitals, charitable in-
stitutions; and aU donations given for char-
itable purposes shall be used for the benefifc

of aU persons, without regard to any dis-

tinction of race or color, and shall have the
same right to travel by all conveyances by
water or land, and all shall be governed by
the same rules, and all projirietors shall be
held liable for the acts of their agents or
employees.
Any person or persons wlio shall cause

or subject to he caused to any jaerson or
persons by reason of his color or race to be
deprived of any right secured to white per-
sons, shall be deemed giiilty of a misde-
meanor, and on conviction shall be punished
by a fine of not less than one thousand dol-

lars, and imprisonment of not less than one
year, the accused to pay all the costs, and
the fine to go to the i^erson or persons iipon
whom the accused is alleged to have com-
mitted the offense, and shall forfeit his or
their license.

The Legislature shall provide by law for
the faithfid execution of this article.

Befenred to Committee on Bill of Bights.

By Mr. Depasseau, of Orleans :

Resolved, That all reports of standing
committees when taken np shall be consid-
ered section by section.

Laid over under the rules.
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By Mr. T\v-itclieU, of Bien^iUe :

Resolved, That the State of Louisiana
sliaU l;>e (liAided into senatorial districts in

the fullowiug manner : Two contignious

parishes shall form one senatorial district,

excei^ting the jjarishes of Orleans and Jef-

ferson which sliall he divided into districts

as follows : Jftfersou Parish and Orleans,

aright bank, shall form one district ; Orleans,

Jeft bank, shaU be divided into five senato-

j*ial districts by nniting two contigiious re-

presentative districts. Each senatorial dis-

trict shall elect one Senator in uniting
parishes and representative districts. Care
ehall be taken to ma\e senatoud district*

as nearly equal in pop\ilation as possible,

Jbut after formation, no change shall be
made on account of increase or decrease of

j)opulation.

Keferred to Committee on Legislative.

By Mr. Antoine, of Caddo :

Section 1. All men are born equally free

and independent, and have certain natural,

inherent and inalienable rights, among
'which are those of enjoying and defending
life and liberty, acquiring, possessing, and
protecting property, and of pursuing and
gobtaining safety and happiness.

Sec. 2. Slavery and involuntary servitude,

*xcei3t as a punishment for crime, whereof
the party shall have been duly convicted,

are hereby forever i)rohil3ited in this State.

Sec. 3. All power is inherent in the ^^eo-

ple, all free governments are foimded in

their authority, and instituted for their

Jbenefit ; they have, therefore, an inalien-

able and indef ir asible right to institute

government, and to alter, reform, or totally

change the same when their safety and
iappiness require it.

Sec. 4. All persons born or naturalized

an the United States, and sixbject to the ju

.lisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United
States, of the States in which they rt^ide,

and shall be protected in their civil and
political rights and pubUc privileges.

Sec. 5. All laws of this State shall be
equally binding upon all citizens, and no
State, parish, city, nor other authority shall

pass or inforot^ any law or device making any
distinction between the citizens of this

State on account of their race, color or i^re-

Tious condition.

Sec. 6. Every person may freely speak,

•write or publish his sentiments on all sub-
jects, being responsible for the abuse of

that right ; and no law shall be passed to

restrain or aluidge the liberty of speech or

of the press. In all criminal prosecution
or indictments for libel the truth may be
given in evidence, and if it shall appear to

the jury that the matter charged a,s libelous

3)e true, and Tva.s published with good mo-

tives and for justifiable ends, the jjarty

shiJl be a<-quitted, and the jury shall have
the right to determine the law and the fact^

Sec. 7. The right of the people to peace-
ably assemble to consult for the common
go(id and to petititm the Cxovernment or
any department thereof shrill never be-

abridged.
Sec. 8. The right of trial by jury shall

remidn inviolate, and shaU extend to all

cases at law, without regard to the amount
in controversy; but a jury trial may be
waived by the i^arties in aU cases in the
manner prescribed by law.

Sec. U. Excessive bail shall not be re-
quired, nor shall excessive fines be imposed,
nor shall cruel and unusual punishments be
inflictetl.

Sec. 10. Every jx^i-son is entitled to a
certain remedy in the laws for aU injuries

or vvTongs which he may receive in his i3er-

son, property or chariicter. He ought to

obtain justice freely and without being
obliged to purchase it; completely and
without denial ;i3romptly and without delay;
conformably to the laws.

Sec. 11. Treason against the State shall

consist only in levying war against the
same or adhering to its enemies, giving
them aid and comfort. No person shall be
convicted of treason, unless on the testi-

mony of two witnesses to the same overt

j

act, or on confession in open cour-t.

Sec. 12. In all criminal prosecutions the
i accused shall enjoy the right to be heard

j

by himself and counsel; to demand the na-
ture and cause of the accusation against

j

him; to meet the v^itnesses face to face; to

\
have compulsory j^rocess to compel the at-

!
tendance of witnesses in his behalf; and in
>prosecutions by indictment or information,

j

to a speedy public trial by an impartial
jury of the parish or district wherein the
offense shall have bt^n committ^^'d, which

j

parish or district shall have been jjrevious-
' ly ascertained by lavr.

Sec. 13. No person shall be held to
answer for a criminal offense unless on the
presentment or indictment of a grand jury,

except in cGses of impeachment, or in crises

cognizable by Justices of the Peace, or aris-

ing in the army or navy, or in the militia,

when in actual serrice in time of war or
public danger, and no person for the same
offense shaU be put twice in jeopardy of
jiunishment, nor shall he compelled in any
criminal case to be a witness against him-
self; all persons shall, before conviction,

be Itailable by sufScient sureties, except for

capital offenses when the proof is evident
or the presximptiou great, and the privilege

of the writ of habpfta corjnift shaU not be
suspended unless when in case of rebellion

or iuYiWjioii tlie public safety may i-ecLim-e»
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Sec. 14. Tlie jiri-vilege of tlie debtor to

enjoy tlie necessaiy comforts of life shall be
recognized by vrliolesome laws exemjoting a

reasonable amoimt of property from seiziu'e

or sale for the payment of, any debt or lia-

bility hereafter contracted.

Sec. 15. No religions tests shall ever be
a'eqnired as a qnahfication for jiny oifice of

pnblic trust under the State, and no person
shall be rendered incompetent to give evi-

dence in any court of law or equity in con-

sequence of his opinions on the subject of

religion.

Sec. 16. The mihtary shall be in strict

subordination to the ci\-il joower. Every
citizen has the right to keep and bear arms
for the common defense, and this right

shall never be questioned.

Sec. 17. The blessings of a free govern-

ment can only be maintained by a firm ad-

lierence to justice, moderation, temperance,
frugahty and virtue, and by frequent recur-

rence to fundamental principles.

Sec. 18. The eniameration of certain

a-ights shall not impair nor deny others re-

tained by the people.

Referred to the Committ-ee on Bill of

Eights.

Mr. Wickliffe, of Orleans, moved that aU

.standing and Special Committees be in-

.struct.ed to preserve all the articles and re-

solutions referred to them, so that they may
be produced Avhen called for.

Mr. Brown, of H^erville, moved to

amend :

That, any member deeming his resolu-

tions to be worthy of j^reservation, be re-

quested to keep a copy of them before send-
ing'them to the Secretary,

The motion and amendment were laid on

the table.

On motion of Mr. Crawford, of Cald-

well, the Convention adjourned till 12

o'clock M. to-morrow.

A true copy :

WM. VIGERS, Secretary.

TENTH DAY.

New Oeee-^ns, Thiu-sday, Dec. 5, 1867.

The Covention met pursuant to adjourn-

ment, and was called to order by President

'Taliaferro.

The roU was called and the following

members answered to their names:

Messrs. TaHaferro, Antoine, Barrett,
Bertonneau, Blacklnum, Blandin, Bonsei-
.gneui', Bonnefoi, Brown, W. E. Crane,

' Crawford, Cromwell, Cuney, Dearing, De-
j

marest, P. G. Deslonde, Douglass, Drink-^

:
ard, G. Dupart, Dupai-t, Esnard, Fran-

j

cois, Fuller, Ferguson, Gair, Gould,
Guichard, Harper, Harris, Harrison,

j
Hempstead, Hiestand, Ingraham, R. H^

I Isabelle, T. Isabelle, Jack;-.on, Jones, KeLso,
Landers, Lange, Leroy, Le^is, E. Lewis,

I Lynch, Marie, Martin, Massicot, Meadows,
' Morris, Moses, Miishaw;iy, Oliver, Pack-
ard, Pierce, Pinchback, Poindexter, Pol-
lai-d, Reagan, Reese, Eiard, Eodi iguez,,

;

Smith, Snaer, Scott, Snider, Steele, Thi-
\

baut, Tinchant, TwitcheU, Underwood,
!
Valfroit, Yandergriii', Vidal, "Waples, Wick-

! Hiie, Wilson—70 members present.

The minutes were read and adopted.

ORIGINAL KESOEXJTIONS.

By W. J. Blackburn, of Claiborne:
liesolved, That this Convention shall

hereafter meet regularly at 1Q}4 o'clock;

A. M. , and adjoiu'n at '3)-2 o'clock p. M.

By W. J. Blixckburn, of Claiborne:

Resolved, That the Rev. Dr. Newman be-

respectiTilly incited to open tL'' exercises of
this Convention each morning with prayer

j

and that a committee of thret- be appointed.

I

to wait iipon and communicitte to lum thia

j
request or invitation.

By W. J. Blackburn, of Ciidbome:

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be
insti-ucted to remove from the desks of this

hall the names of the ex-legislators, and.

place in stead the respective UL.mes oi' the
members of this Convention.

Lies over under the rides.

By W. J. Blackburn, of Claiborne:

Resolved, That the use of this haU ba
tendered the Hon. Thomas W. Conway, of
New York, to deliver an address on tha
present and inpending political status of
the country on any evening he may name,
and that a committee of three be ai^ioointed.

to communicate to him the courtesy.

Laid over under the rides.

By Mr. Valfroit:

Resolved, That no legislative body here-
after in general assembly shall have tha
power to amend or annul any of the said,

articles of this Constitution ; nor shall they
have the right to Ciill another Convention
in the State of Louisiana before a period of

seventy years, dated from the day of tha
adoption of the said Constitution.

Referred to Committee on draft of tha

Constitution.

By Mr. PuUer:

The Judges of the Supreme Judicial

Court shall be appointed by the Governor,
by and -with the ad\ice and consent of tha
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Senate, and shall hold their offices during
1

good behavior.

iieferred to Committee on Judiciary.

JBy Mr. Wickliflfe, of Orleans:

Whereas, It has been charged by the

enemies of the colored race iu the State of

XiOuisiana that it is the design of the colored

lace to get control of this State, and destrc^y

the -white race therein, and Africanize the

State; and
Whereas. It is boldly asserted by the en-

emies of the colored race that they are

leagued together by secret organizations,

and are armed and equipped for the i)ur-

pose of carrying out this terrible plan; and
Wherr.\s, Petitions are now being cir-

culated in this State for the purpose of re-

ceiving subscriptions of names of j^rominent
citizens to these petitions in order tliat

they may be forwarded to the President of

the United States, to induce him to take

action so as to prevent this pretended out-

rage; and
Whereas, Tliis whole effort is biit a plot

to justify the President in attempting the
accomplishment of such measures as will

inevitably lead to a disruption of this gov-
ernment, and thus inaugurate a second, and
as these vile schemers hope, successful re-

Toelliou against the Government of the
"United States; and
Whereas, If this dangeroTis scheme be

perfected, it will result not only in the ulti-

mate destruction of this government, but
in the reduction of this newly enfranchised
xace again to the chains of slavery, with all

its concomitants, injustice, oppression, and
liorrors ; therefore

Resolved, That the memliers of this Con-
vention, as the legal representatives of this

long abused and outrageously slandered
people, do solemnly enter our protest

against this vile slander on the great body
of our constituents; and being fresh from
these people, and thoroughly convei'sant

"with their wishes, desires and intentions,

solemnly and eamestl^y deny the truth of

all such charges, and declare to the world
that there is not one word of truth in

them.
Resolved, That as loyal citizens of the

TJhited States, we denounce the action of

these pohtical schemers against the Govern-
ment of the United States, and against the
lights of man, and warn the President, Con-
gress, and the people of the United States

of the foul plot and dangerous schemes of

these men.
Resolved, That we denounce all men who

give credence to this unfounded slander

and a.ssist in circiilating the same.
Resolved, That we earnestly i)etition Con-

fess to aijpoiut a committee to investigate

aU such charges, and thus disabuse thft

minds of the friends of the long and still

abused race tliroughout the Union.
Resolved, That the Secretary be required

to furnish a copy of these resolutions, and
mail the same immediately to the President,

the Sjjeaker of the HoiLse of Representa-
tives, and President of the Senate,

Lies over.

By Mr. Blackburn, of Claiborne:

Article — . The faith of the State shall

never again be pledged to protect the
landed monopoly of the Mississippi bot-

toms by the erection of levees or otherA^dse;

but the State may assist in redeeming said

lands from inundation w'henever such a
system of agricidtural economy shall be
adopted as will secure to the real tiller of

the soil the just and legitimate fruits of his

labor, by an equitable distribution of the
right of ownership in homestead farms.

Referred to the Committee on Internal

Improvement.

By Mr. Burrell, of St. John the Baptist:

O-ndng to the gi-eat danger to the public
from the unsound condition of the levees

along the Mississipjji river, therefore, be it

1. Resolved, That a tax of one per cent,

on the assessed value of projjerty in each
parish be collected -^"ithiu ten days from the
passage of these resolutions for the jiur-

Xjose of building and repairing the levees

along the Mississippi river.

2. Resolved, That the Governor of the
State appoint a receiver to collect the money,
and to pay the same on the warrant of the
syndics countersigned by the President of

the police juries.

3. Resolved, That all croj^s or parts of

crops, as well as the lands, be and the same
are hable for this tax, and on failure to

pay within the time specified, fifty per cent,

additional to be collected, with all costs to

enforce the same.
4. Resolved, That aU the works of re-

building and repairing be imder the suj^er-

vision of the syndics, either by contract or

otherwise.

Lies over irnder the rules.

By Mr. Wickliffe, of Orleans:

Arttot.-r — . The system of laws hereto-

fore in use in this State, and known a,s the

civil law system, together with all statutes

enacted by previous Legislatures in accord-

ance there-nith, together Tvith the revised

statutes, ci\il code and code of practice,

are hereby abolished, and the common law
of England is adopted as the law of Louis-

iana; and all statutes of a general ;iature,

and not local to that kingdon, pftssed prior

to the fourth year of the reij^n of King
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James the First, are also adopted as the I

laws, of this State imtil repealed by future

}

legislation; and as a further guide to prac-

tice and authority on questions of law and
equity, the decisions of the Supreme Courts

of the different common law States, and of

the Uuited States Supreme Court, on ques-

tions not purely local, are hereby adopted:
Provided, that the rules of chancery jDlead-

ing and practice are excepted in this adop-

tion of the common law, and that all civil

courts shall have equity jurisdiction; but
all suits in equity or law shall be brought
by petition, and answer and follow the same
general rules of practice: And providedfur-
ther, that the common law statutes and
I^ro-VT-sions for imprisonment for debts are

are also excej^ted, and that no i^erson shall

ever be arrested or imprisoned for debt in

this State.

Akt. —•. The Legislature shall pass such
laws as may be necessary to carry out the

spirit and letter of the foregoing article,

and may adopt such stat;ites as are not in-

consistent "udth the pro-visions of this Con-
stitution.

Akt. —. The Legislature shall pass such
laws as may be necessary to perfect the

machinery of the courts in consonance with
the new system of laws hereby adopted, and
the general provisions of this Constitution.

Art. — . The common law as hereby
adopted shall go into operation and be in

force within six months from the date of

the promulgation of this Constitution.

Art. —•. The laws, pubhc records, and all

records of judicial and legislative proceed-
ings of the State shall be promulgated and
preserved in the EngUsh language only.

All publication of the same in any foreign

language is hereby forever i^rohibited. AJl

legal papers, contracts, or proceedings
dra-^Ti or preserved in any other language
than the English after the common law
goes into operation shidl be null and void in

law and equity.

Ajrt. — . All proceedings, judicial or legis-

lative, shall be conducted only in the En-
glish language : Provided, That the Legisla-

ture may provide for the interpreting of the
testimony of witnesses who can not speak
the EngUsh language.
Art. — . No vested rights shall be di-

vested, but all vested rights acquired under
former constitutions, and under the former
system of laws in force in this Stjite shall

be maintained by action at law or equity
within five years from the date of the pro-
mulgation of this Constitution, after which
time no action shall he either at equity or
law for such rights.

Art. — . All mortgages shall, after the
promulgation of this Constitution, be writ-

ten and by publication.

Art. —. Capital punishment in this State
is hereby forever abolished.

RefeiTod to Committee on Schedule and

Ordinance.

By Mr Fuller, of Avoyelles :

Article — . It is essential to the preser-

vation of the rights of every individual, his

life, hberty, property and character, that

there be an imi:)artial interpretalion of the
laws and administration of justice. It is

the right of every citizen to be tried by
judges as free, impartial and independent
as the lot of humanity will admit. It is,

therefore, not only the best poUey, but for

the security of the rights of the people, an.d

of every citizen, that the judges of the
Supreme Judicial Court should hold their

offices as long as they behave themselves
well, and that they should have honorable
salaries ascertained and estabhshed by
standing laws.

Referred to Committee on Bill of Eights.

By Mr. •Wickhffe, of Orleans:

Articke — . All persons, without distinc-

tion of race, color or previous condition,

shall possess equal rights and privileges,

civil and rehgious, consistent with the pro-

-visions of this Constitution.

Art. —•. No company or corporation that

now exists or may hereafter be created in

this State shall make any distinction of

race or color in its rules or regulations.

The Legislature shall pass stringent laws
against all violations of this article.

Referred to the Committee on Bill of

Rights.

By Mr. Dupart, of St. Tammany:
Resolved, That all citizens of tliis State

shall forever enjoy all the ci>al and pohti-

cal rights conferred on them by the late acts

of Congr&ss, and no educational or property
quahtioation shall be required of any cit-

izen for voting.

Referred to Committee on Bill of Rights,

By Mr. Blandin, of Orleans

:

Resolved, The judges of the Supreme
Court shall be elected by joint vote of the
General Assemblv, and for a term of six

years. They shall have i)Ower to appoint
their o^\ti clerks. The judges of the inferior

courts shall be elected by the qualified voters

of the district in which they reside, and
shall hold their courts at such time and place

as the General Assembly may direct; they

shall hold their office for a term of four

years and until their successors are elected

and quahfied.

Clerks of the inferior courts in the State

shall be elected for the term of two years,

and should a vacancy occiu: subsequent to
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an election it shall be fiUed by the judge of

'

the court in Avhich such Vixcaney exists, aud
the person ;3o api:)ointfd shall hold his office

|

until the next general election.

Referred to Committee on Judiciary.
|

The order of the day was taken u}}, and

{he following reports of standing commit-

'

tees were received:

Committ-e on Legislative Department—

'

Reported progress.

Cornmitt .?e on Judiciary—E -ported pro- i

grass.
,

Committee on the Executive—Reported .

progress.

On Ordinance and Schedule—Reported
progress.

On Enrollment—No report.

On Pjinting

—

So rejjorfc.

On Finance—Reported no progress.

ComniittoL- on Militia rex^orted the follow-

ing :

EEPOET OF THE COHMITTEE ON MILITL'l.

Sectiox 1. It .shall be the duty of the
General Assembly to orgmize the Militia of

the State, and all able-bodied male citizens,

between the ages of eighteen and i'orty-

iive years, who iire not disfranchised by the
Constitution nnd laws of the United States

and of tlds State shall be liable to militia

duty.
Sec. 2. The Governor shall appoint all

commissioned officers, subject to conlirma-
tion or rej-vtion l)y the Senate.

Sec. 3. AH militia officers shall take and
subscribe the oath prescribed for the offi-

cers of the United States Aimy.

Mr. Crane, of Orleans, moved to ^irint

200 copies of the rei^ort. Adopte<L

Committee on Public Education—Report-

ed progress.

Committee on Internal Improvements

—

Heported progress.

Committee on Bill of Rights— Submitted

the foUoTsing report :

PKEA5tBLE, "We, the jieople of the State

of Louisiana, grateful to Almighty God,
the sovereign ruler of nations, for our State
government, our lil>erties, and our con-
nection with the American Union, and ac-

knowledging our dependence upon him
for the continuance of those blessings to

us and our poKtcrity, do, for the more cer-

tain security thereof and for the better
government of this State, ordain and es-

tablish this Constitution.

AUTICLE I—BILL OF RIGHT'5.

Section 1. All persons, Avithout regard to

race, color or previous condition, except

,Jadians not tiixed, born or naturalized in

and inhabitants of

citizens of this

the United States

this State one year
State.

Sec. 2. All men are born free and equal,

and have certain inahenable rights; among
these are life, li])erty, and the pursuit of

happiness. To secure these rights govern-
ments are institutc^d among men, deriving

their just powers from the consent of the
governed

Sec. 3. There shall be neither slavery

nor involuntary servitude in this State

otherwise than for the punishment of crime,

whereof the parties shall have been duly
convicted.

Sec. 4. Every person may freely speak,

write, and pubhsh his sentiments on all

sirbjects, being responsible for the abuse of

that right, and no hiAvs shall be pus.seil to

restrain or abridge the hberty of speech or
of the press. In all criminal prosecutions
or indictments for Hbel, the truth may Ije

given in evidence, and if it shall apj^ear to

the jury that the matter charged as libelous

be true, and was pubHshed for good motiA-es

and for justifiable ends, the party shall be
acquitted and the jury shall have the right to

determine the law and the ffict.

Sec. 5. The right of the people peaceably
to assemble to consult for the common good,
and to petition the Government or any de-

partment thereof, shall never be a1)ridged.

Sec. 6. The right of trial by juiy shall

not be violated.

Sec. 7. All persons shall be bailable by
sTitiicient sureties, except for cajiital otfenses

where the proof is evident, or the presumiJ-
tion great. Excessive bail shall not be re-

qirired, or excessive fines imposed, nor
cruel and unusual piinishments inflicted.

Sec. 8. In all criminal prosecutions and
in cases involving the Ufe or liberty of an
individual, the accused shall have the right

to a speedy and i^iibHc trial by an impartial

jury ; to "be informed of the acciisation

against him ; to have a copy of the same
when demanded; to be confronted Avith the
witnesses against him ; to have compidsory
process for his Avitnesses; and to haA"e the
assistance of counsel.

Sec. 9. No person shall be held to answer
for a criminal ofl'ense unless on the pre-

sentment or indictment of a gi-and jury, ex-

cept in cases of impeachment or in cases

cognizable by justices of the peace or aris-

ing in the army or naA-y, or in the mihtia
T/hen in actual sersice in time of AA-ar or

pubKc danger, and no j^erson for the same
offense shall be jnit tAvice in jeopardy of

punishment; nor shall be compelled in any
criminal case to be a Avitness against him-
self. All i^ersons shall, before couA-ictiou,

be t)ailable hj siifficient sureties, except for

capital offenses Avhere the i)roof is OAident,
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or the presumption great, and the pririlege
j

of tlie wi-it of habeas corpus sliall not be
.suspended unless -when in cases of rebellion

i

or invasion the pul^lic safety may require.

!Sec. 10. All courts shall be open, and

:

every person for an inJTiry done him in Lis

land, goods, person, or reputation, shaU
j

have reinedy by due progress of law and
Justice, administered -ftithout denial or delay.

Sec. 11. T tie right of all citizens to travel!

and be entertained shall not be infringed or
i

in any manner v.'hatever be abridged in this
\

State.
!

Sec. 12. No public funds, or money, or
|

moneys, shall be given or bestowed upon
{

any charitable or public institution in this

State that makes any distinction among the i

citizens of tliis State.

Sec. 13. Treason against the State shall

consist only in levying war against the same
j

or in adhering to its enemies, g"i"^ing them
|

aid and comfort. No person shall be con-

!

victed of treason imless on the testimony of

two witnesses to the same overt act or a
|

confession in ojjen court.
j

Sec. 14. The right of the people to be
i

secure in their persons, houses, papers,

and efiects, against unreasonable searches
j

and seizures, shall not be violated ; and i

no warrant shall issue but on probable \

cause, supported by oath or affirmation,

and particularly describing the place to

,

be searched and the jierson or things to be i

seized.

Sec. 15. No bill of attainder, p.'J jyoi^t i

facto law, nor any law impairing the obli-

1

gations of contracts shall ever be passed
j

by the General Assembly, and no laws
]

shall ba passed regulating labor or the price '

thereof.
|

Sec. 16. All children liound out by
any enactment by any '^so-culled" gen-
eral assembly in this State since the
year eighteen hundred and sixty-two,

shall be released and returned to their

parents or relatives by any court of com-
petent jurisdiction after the adoption of

this Constitution.

Sec. 17. The property of no person shall

be taken for public use v,-ithout just com-
pensation therefor, and no person shall be
imprisoned for debt except for fraud.

Sec. 18. No distinction shall ever be made
by law between resident aliens and citizens

in reference to the possession, enjoyment
or descent of property.

Sec. 19. No person shall be imprisoned
for debt in any civil action on mesne, or
final process, unless in case of fraud.

Sec. 20. All men have a natiiral and in-

defeasible right to worship Almighty God
according to the dictates of their own con-
science. No person shall be compelled to

attend, erect or support any place of wor-

ship, or maintain any form of worship
against his consent, and no T)i'eference shall

be given by law to any reUgious society, nor
shall any^ interference with the rights of

conscience lie permitted. No religious test

shall be required as a quaHlication for

office, nor shall any person be incompetent
to be a \vitness on accoimt of his religious

belief ; but nothing herein shall be con-
strued to disjiense "with oaths and aifii-ma-

tions. Religion, moraufcy and knowledge,
however, being essential to good govern-
ment, it shall be the duty of the General
Assembly to pass suitable laAvs to protect

every religious denomination in the peace-
ful enji:>yment of its own mode of i3ublic

worship.
Sec. 21. The military shall be in strict

subordination to the ci-vil i^ower.

Sec. 22. The "RTit of eiTor shall be a writ

of right in all capital cases, and shall ope-
rate as a supersedeas to stay execution of

the sentence of death until the further

order of the Supreme Court in the premises.

Sec. 23. The blessings of a free Govern-
ment can only be maintained by a firm ad-

herence to justice, moderation, temperance,
frugality, and virtue, and by freqiient re-

currence to fundamental principles.

Sec. 24. That aU property subject to taxa-

tion shaU be taxed in propcii'tion to its value.

Sec. 25. No title of nobility or hereditary
emolument, privilege, or distinction shall

be granted in this State.

Sec. 26. The ijri^-ilege of the debtor to

enjoy the necessary comforts of Ufe shall

be recognized by wholesome laws exempt-
ing a reasonable amount of property from
seizure or sale for the i)ayment of any debt
or liability hereafter contracted.

Sec. 27. That all power is vested in and
consequently derived from the people, that

magistrates aa'e but their servants and
tnistees, and at all times amenable and ac-

cessible to them.
Sec. 28. Tliat aU elections shall be free,

and that all men, except such as are dis-

franchised, shall have and exercise the

right of suffrage.

Sec. 29. That no per.son shall be trans-

ported out of this State for trial for any
offense committed within the same.

Sec. 30. The right of aU citizens, except
those disfranchised, to bear arms shall not
be infringed.

Sec. 31. That perpetiiities and monopo-
lies are contraiy to the genius of a free

State, and shall not be allowed.

Sec. 32. To guard against transgressions

of the high powers which we have dele-

gated, we declare that ever;vi:hing in this

article is excepted out of the general pow-
ers of Government, and shall ever remain
inviolate.
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We, yo\ir Committee ou Bill of Rights,

beg leave to report the above, and the fol-

iowdng resohitiou

:

Resolved, That 260 copies of the report
j

of the Committee on Bill of Rights be

printed for the use of the Couvcntion, and
that it be the order of the day for Monday,
December 9, 18(J7.

Respectfully submitted,
Jame H. Ingraham, Chairman.
GUSTAAXS DuPAItT,
Danieij D. Riggs,
Henderson Williams,
David AYilson,
John Piekce,
John Scott,
C. B. H. DtJrLESsis.

The undersigned indorses all of article 1

except section 1, and offers thereto the

foUowing minority report as a substitute to

section 1, article 1:

Section 1. All persons being one year

residents of this State and voluntary sub-

jects of the Constitution and laws of the

United States, and the Constitiition and
laws of this State, are citizens of this State,

and therefore entitled to all the privileges,

immunities, and rights belonging in all re-

spects to any citizen of the United States,

and no legislative enactment or judicial de-

cision shall in anywise abridge the unaUen-
able rights mentioned or embraced in this

section. George W. Reagan.

Ordered to be printed under the rules.

Mr. Smith, chairman of the select Com-

mittee on Levee Btmds, asked to be allowed

TintLl Friday morniBg in which to make
their report.

Mr. Reagan, of East Baton Rouge, on

the above Committee, made a minority re-

port, which W!vs submitted along with the

majority report by the chairman of the

Committee.

Mr. Crane, of Orleans, moved to print

100 copies of the reports. Adofjted.

Committee on Contingent Exi^enses re-

ported progress.

Committee on Draft of Constitution re-

ported no progress.

REPORT OP SPECLAIi COMMITTEES.

Mr. Smith, of Orleans, chairman of the

Committee on Levee Bonds, reported pro-

gress, and asked for further time, which

was granted.

The following resolutions came up in

their regular course in the

ORDER OF THE DAT.

By Mr. Wickliffe, of Orleans:

Whereas, It is the earnest desire of the
people of Louisiana now in Convention as-

sembled to reconstruct this State in perfect
accord with the will of Congress of the
United States as exprtissed in the recon-
struction laws passed by that august body
for the government of the States lately in

rebellion ; and

Whereas, It is utterly impossible to

carry out the will of Congress as therein ex-

pressed for the reconstruction of this State,

unless the State, municipal, parish, and
judicial offices throughout the State are

filled by men of undoubted loyalty to the
general Government, prior to the attempt
to submit the Constitution to the people for

ratification, or to take any other .step to-

ward the reconstruction of this State; and

Whereas, The power of this Convention
of the peoi^le of Louisiana to accomplish
this essential prerequisite to a reconstruc-

tion, viz : the removal of all disloyal men
now in office throughout the State, and the
installing in their j)laces men of known and
tried loyalty—is not as clearly defined by
the said reconstruction acts as is desirable;

therefore

Resolved, That this Convention, elected

by the loyal i^eople of Louisiana in obedi-
ence to the laws of Congress, and repre-

senting directly and legally the feeUngs,
sentiments, wislies and puri^oses of the
loyal people of Louisiana, both white and
colored, do hereby earnestly i)etiti()n Con-
gress, at the earliest possible moment to

pass an enabling act giving power to this

Convention, as the representatives of the
loyal people of Louisiana, to remove from
office all men throughout the State who now
are, or may be in any State, municipal,
parish, or judicial office, and who now are
or may be impediments to the reconstruc-

tion of Louisiana in :>t'cordance with the
reconstruction laws of Congress, and fUl

those offices with men of undoubted loyalty

and sympathy \N-ith the expressed will of
Congress, and require the commanding
General of the Fifth Military District to

render all desired and necessary aid in

order to carry out the will of Congress in

reconstructing this State; Prodded, That
all appointments thus made shall be tempo-
rary, and the incumbents thus appointed
shall hold their offices until their successors

are duly elected under the Constitution to

be submitted by this Convention.

Resolved, That copies of these re .;olution»

be forwarded by the Presidciii of this Con-
vention to the' ho].' oral >le S;)'^ake'- of the
House of Rcpre;;eniativeK a' Was! ington,

and the hon^ ral>1e Pr.isid 'nt of th( united

States Seuat", re pestiug tb^m h, ay the

same before the resj .ctive bodies over
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which they preside, and to urge immediate
action thereon.

Beferred to Committee of the Whole.

By Mr. Ingraham, of Caddo :

Wheeeas, The RepubHcan party of the

United States now preparing itself for the

last great struggle which shall forever

determine the question of equal pohtical

and ci-\-il rights for all the citizens of the

BeiJubhc ; and

Whekras, The RepubHcan Congressional
Committee has become the chief instru-

nientahty of the Republican party for the

dissemination of its principles and the
organization of its voters in all the States,

and especially in the non-reconstructed
States ; and

Whekeas, Holi. Thomas W. Conway is

the chief organizer and representative of

the said Congressional Committee in the
Southern States ; therefore, be it

Resolved, That he be and is hereby in-

vited by this Convention to dehver an
address on the situation of the country in

this hall at such time (when this Conven-
tion is not in regular session) as may suit

his convenience.

Mr. Cromwell, of Orleans, moved to

amend by extending the invitation to Mrs.

E. Highgate.

Mr. T. Isabelle, of Orleans, moved to lay

on the table. Adopted.

By Mr. Bearing, of Rapides:

Resolved, That each and every person
who may have been or may be registered

under the acts of Congress passed March 2,

1867, and the acts supplementary thereto,

to pro^dde for the more efficient govern-
ment of the rebel States, who have or can
produce sufficient e\-idence of their ha\-ing

been registered, shall be allowed to vote in
any parish in the State for or against the
ratification of the Constitution which this

Convention may form.

Referred to the Committee on Legisla-

tive Department.

By Mr. Depasseau, of Orleans

:

Resolved, That all reports of standing
committees when taken up shall be con-
sidered section by section.

Mr. Blandin, of Orleans, moved to adopt.

CJarried.

Mr. Bonseigneur, of Orleans, chairman

of the Committee on Contingent Expenses,

submitted the following report:

Thft the nomination of Mr. Longpre,
Clerk of the Committee on Enrollment, be
confix'med.

Mr. Tinchant, of Orleans, moved to con-

firm the nomination of the Committee.

Adopted; and the appointment of Mr. E.

Longj)re, as clerk of said Committee, was
declared to be confirmed.

Mr. Vandergriff, chairman of Committee on
Enrollment, presented the following report

:

That the nomination of H. Berfch-
elot as Chief Enrohng Clerk, A.
Snaer and "Walker Belden, as a.ssistant en-
rohng clerks of the Committee of Enroll-
ment be confirmed.

Mr. WickHflfe, of Orleans, moved to lay

the report on the table. Adopted.

Mr. Wicklitfe, of Orleans, moved that

the Committee on the Whole shall sit every

evening, Sundays excepted, at six o'clock.

Mr. Smith, of Orleans, moved to adjourn
until Monday for the purpose of giving the

standing committees an op^Dortunity of

completing their reports. Lost.

Mr. McMillen, of CarroU, moved to

amend by striking out the words ' 'Sundays

excepted."

Mr. Crane, of Orleans, moved to amend
by adding the words "to take effect after

Wednesday next.

"

Mr. Thos. Isabelle, of Orleans, moved to

lay the motion and amendments on the

table. Adopted.

Mr. Ingraham, of Caddo, moved that

when this Convention adjourn it be until

to-morrow at twelve o'clock, at which time

all standing committees will be required to

report. Laid on the table.

Mr. Bertonneau, of Orleans, moved to lay

on the table. Adopted.

Mr. Wickhffe, of Orleans, moved that

the Convention do now resolve itself into a

conxmittee of the whole for the considera-

tion of the resolution refen-ed tliis morning.

The motion was adopted and the Conven-

tion went into committee of the whole.

Mr. Pinchback, of Orleans, in the chair.

At 4 o'clock p. M. the Committee rose

and through its chairman, Mr. Pinchback,

reported progress to the Convention.

On motion of Mr. Ingraham, of Caddo,

the Convention adjourned until to-morrow

at 12 jr.

A true copy :

WM. VIGERS, Secretary.
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ELEVENTH DAY.

New OitLE.VNS, Friday, Dec. G, 1867.

The Convention met at 12 o'clock m.

President TaUuferro in tlic cliaiv.

The roll wua c.illed l)y the Secretary and

the following delegated answered to their

names:

Messrs. Taliafon-o, Antoine, leaker, Bar-
ret, Belden, Bertouneau, J31ackliuru, Blan-
din, Bi)nsei[:;ueur, Bonuei'oi, Brown Bntler,

Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Crt)mweU, Cuney,
Dealing, Demarest, Depassean, Deslonde
P. G., Deslonde Jos., Donato, Donghuss,
Drinkard, G. Dnparte, Dupart, DnpleKsis,

Esnard, Francois, Fuller, Ferguson, Gair,

Gai'diner, Gould, Guichiud, Harris, Har-
rison, Hie.staiid, Ingraham, Isabelle 'I'.,

Isabello, Jones, Kel^o, Lauge, Leroy,
Lewis J. B., L'3wis, Ludeliug, Atoris,

Meadows, McLeran, Morris, Moses, Mur-
rel, Miishaway, Myers, Oliver, Packai'd,

Pierce, Pinchbji-ek, Poindexter, Pollard,

Eeagan, Reese. Eiard, Eiggs, Eodriguez,
Schwab, Smith, Snaer, Scott, Snider,
Steele, Thibaut. Tinchant, Twitchell, Un-
derwood, Valiroit, VandergTiiF, Vidal,
Waples, Wick] life, WilUams, Wilson—82
members present.

Prayer by Eev. Mr. J. Fiske :

The journal of yesterday's proceedings

was read and adopted.

ORKIINAIj kesoltjtions.

By Mr. Tinchant, of Orleans :

Whereas, By the acts of the United
States Congress, known as Military Ee-
construction acts, an<l })y the acts supple-
mentary thereto, this Convention is em-
jjowered not only to make a Constitution,
but to found a Civil Government ; there-
fore, be it

Jiesoh'^d, That this Convention shall im-
mediately take pro] apt measures to form a
Civil Government loyal to the United
States, and so cTiact as to have it thorough-
ly organic ?d th^-oughout tlu> State pre\'ious

to submitting the Constitution to the j)eo-

ple for ratification.

Laid over und« r the rules.

Mr. Hari^er, of St. John the Bajitist,

moved :

Tliat no member of this Convention shall

speak more than ten minutes upon any
question, except in committee of the
whole.

Mr. Crawford, of Carroll, offered the fol-

lowing motion:

That the Sergeant-at-Anns be instructed
to keep one of liis asoistantd in the ante-

room, and that he be required to keep
order and silence therein. Adopted.

Mr. Bonseigneur, of Orleans, moved to

amend Mr. Harper's motion

:

That no member shall be allowed to
sjieak more than twenty minutes upon any
<pxestion, without the consent of the Con-
vention.

Mr. Biirrel, of St. John the Baptist,

moved to table. Lost.

Mr. Ligraham, of Caddo, moved to sus-

pend the rules to adojit the motion of Mr,
Harper.

Mr. Smith, of Orleans, moved to lay on
the table. Adojited on a division—ayes

52, nays 22.

By Mr. L^^^ch, of CarroU:

Resolved, Tliat the Major General com-
manding the Fifth Military District is

hereby respectfully asked to furnish this
Convention an official statement of the nttm-
ber of registered voters in each i)arish of the
State.

On motion, the rules were suspended to

put the resolution on its passage.

Mr. Barret, of Union, moved to amend
T^y adding the words '

' and each represen-

tative district of the city."

The amendment was accepted, and the

resolution was adopted.

By Mr. Valfroit, of Ascension

:

liesolred, That the legislative body in
general assembly shall not have the power
to make or pass any acts or amendments iu
the Legislature of the State of Louisiana
that shall deprive his citizens of the right

of entering into any public places on account
of race, color or previous condition.

Lies over.

By G. Dtiparte, of St. Tammany:
Whereas, Many of our cohn-ed citizens

have been bound out by the ivction of the
Freedmcn's Bureau agents to their former
masters, and others against the will of their

natural relations; and
Whereas, Great many of those children

have been taken away from the midst of

their natural relations, amongst whom they
were doing well, and bound over to their

former masters and others for a time not to

expire until such unfortunate children shaU
have obtained to the age of twenty-one
years; and
Whereas, We, the people of this State,

do desire that tlmse children be returned
back to their natural relations so soon as

the Constitution shall have been ratified by
the i)eoijle, accepted by Congi"ess, and the
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State re-admitted in tlie Union of the

United States; tlierefore, be it

Ees'ilved, Tliat all contracts made by the

action of the Freedmeu's Bureau agent.? in

this State in relation to children bound
over to their former masters and others,

•vdthout the consent of their mi-tiu-al rela-

tions, are declai-ed to be null and of no
value so soon as the Constitution of this

State shall have been ratitied by the people,

accei^ted by Congress, and the State re-

admitted in the Union of the United
States.

Lies over ixnder the rules.

By Mr. Wilson, of Orleans:

Resolved, That the Legislature shall pro-

vide for the education of aU children in the

State, bet-ween the ages of six and eighteen
years, of every race and color, -ndthout re-

gard to any previous condition, by the
maintenance of free i:)nbhc schools, by tax-

ation or otherw-ise.

Referred to the Committoeon Education.

Mr. Thomas IsabeUe, of Orleans, moved:

That each standing committee be author-

ized to employ one clerk whenever a majori-

ty of snch committee may decide the same
to be necessary.

Mr. Blandin, of Orleans, moved to lay

cm the table. Lost.

And the motion on a division was adopt-

ed.

Mr. Wickliflfe, of Orleans moved :

That the President of this Convention be,

and he is hereby aiithorized and reqiiired,

to immediately issue warrants on the Treas-
urer of this State, to each member, officer

and employee of this Convention, for the
amount due each, for his ser^-ices in this

Convention, .said warrants to be indorsee!

by the President and signed by the Secre-
tary, and countersigned Iry the chairman
of the Committee on Cintingent Expenses.

Adopted.

Mr. Smith, of Orleans, moved to invito

the Hon. E. Heath, Mayor of New Orleans,

to a seat on the floor of the Convention.

Carried.

SPECIAIi ORDER OF THE DAY.

The resolution offered by Mr. McMiUau,
of Carroll, on the subject of the levee

bonds, which was made the special order

for the day, was taken Vi\), and on motion
of Mr. McMillan its consideration was de-

ferred till after the report of the Special

Committee, of which Mr. Smith is chair-

juaii,

The Special Committee submitted the fol-

lowing report:

SPECIAL C0?IMIT^'EE'S REPORT.

To the Presiuent and Moml>ors of the Convontion :

llie Special Committee ai^pointed to re-

port on the subject of levees jus laer resolu-

tion of your body, beg to submit the follow-

ing :

They have not had the reqiiisite time to
present a detailed statement of the condi-
tion of the levees for each parish, nor do
they deem it essential for the Convention.

It is a matter of history, and a dark chap-
ter in the annals of our State, that the
fairest portion of our agricultural lands
have been submerged by the breaking of
the leve€.-j on the Mississippi for the past
three years; the fohowiug parishes having
suflfered from this calamity, viz: CarroU,
Madison, Tensas, Concordia, Point Coupee,
West Baton Rou,Q,'e, Picrville, Ascensoin,
Lafourche, Terrebcmne, St. Mary, St. Mar-
tin, Avoyelles, Catahoula and St. Landry.
The bottom land.s of Led Paver and the
Ouachita have been overflowed from the

I same caiise—that is, the breaking of the
levees. It ^s not our proA-ince to furnish
statistics to show the magnitude of the loss

of crops, the destruction of stock, the in-

jury to the lends and the sufferings and
destitution of the people caused thereby.
The present condition of the levees afford

no security against a repetition of these
calamities; on the contrary, the breaks in
the levees throiigh which the river poured
its va«t floods during the last high water,
are stiU open, and unless closed, the same
extent of country will be overflowed for
the third time.

The Legislature, at its last session,

appropriated four millions of dollars in the
form of bonds, lxH»ring six per cent, in-

terest, payable in twenty years, for levee
purjjoses, to ba expended by the State
Board of Levee Commissioners. We are
informetl by the chairman of the existing
Board, J. iS:. Oglesby, Ksq., that W. D.
Smith, a member of the Board, and hin self,

were appointed a committee to jDroceed to
New York, and other Northern cities, for

the purjjose of negotiating the sale of these
bonds, or borrowing money on pledge of
same, as provided by law.

That the committee reached New York in
the early part of August, ha-ving in their

possession a sample of the bonds, and
thoroughly canvassed that market to obtain
funds, either by sale or loans on pledge.
The sale of the bonds being hmited by

law and not less than eighty cents on the
dollar, and the old State bonds being
quoted at the same time as worth but fifty-

sis ceats on the dollar, it is not difficult to
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understand why the sale of said bonds
could not be accomplished, and of course

all efforts in that direction failed.

Efforts to liorrow money on pledge were
equally unsuccessful. The commissioners,

as it will be seen, have, therefore, accom-
plished nothing. The entire series of

bonds are in the hands of the Governor,

unsigned and unissued. It may not be
^

amiss here to remark, as a last resource to
;

obtain means to construct the grand and
important levees, the Board advertised for

IH'oposals to build these levees, tendering

bonds in payment.
The high rates of the bids received es-

tablished the fact of the depreciated value

of the bonds in the market, and the sacri-

fice was deemed too great by the Board to

justify their accei^tauce of the offers for the

present.

In Adew of the preceding state of things,

we are further informed by Mr. Oglesby,

chairman, that the Board at its last meeting
came to the conclusion tliat nothing could

be done by way of building the levees, re-

Ij-ing on the State appropriation, and de-

termined to make another effort, by send-

ing commissioners or agents to Washing-
ton, to ask Congress for the passage of a

biU authorizing the indcu'sement or guaran-

tee of the bonds by the General Govern-
ment, or a loan for the amount, on pledge

of the bonds. The persons appointed by
the Board to go to Washington on this

mission are Messrs. J. 11. Oglesby, W. L.

McMillan, member of the Board, and Mr.
J. P. Sullivan, of New Orleans.

It is the general opinion, in view of the

present low stage of the river, that the

spring freshets will be later than usual. It

is, therefore, thought that if aid could be
promptly obtained from Congi'ess in any
shape, to buUd the levees, it might be avail-

able for protection against the next rise.

In conclusion, your committee beg to

state that they are of opinion that the pro-

ject originated by the Board, of sending
commissioners to Washington to appeal to

Congress for national aid to restore the

levees, is worthy of the serious considera-

tion of the Convention for indorsement.

It is also regarded by your committee as

a matter of the highest importance that the

men selected for this purpose should possess

a record of loyalty to the government and
identity with the interest of the State, and
he able to furnish statistics, present facts

and arguments to convince Congress that

the National Government, as well as the
States bordering on the Mississippi river,

have a deep interest in the seciirity of the

levees, by which a vast area of the alluvial

lands of this great valley can be reclaimed

fo the purjjoses of agriculture. On the

mode and manner in which this aid shall be
asked, whether by the indorsement of the
bonds and the i)roceeds thereof to be ex-
pended ])y the State authorities, or whether
in the shape of a loan on the deposit of the
bonds us a pledge, the money to be dis-

l)ursed as aforesaid; or by Congress taking
the Icvcas as a national work, to be built

under the direction of its own agents, are
questions that admit of a difference of
opinion.
Your committee, with due deference,

think that if Congress should conclude to
come to the relief of the State by granting
material aid to build the levees, that it will

be adopted ;is a national measiire, and the
money will be disbursed by the usual mode.
Impressed Avith this idea, and to correct

the prejudices created in the minds of the
members of ihat body, by the efforts of

those previously entnist«d with the duty of

representing the State in this matter, and
who have attempted to bring pecuniary in-

fluences to bear on Congress.
Your committee are of the opinion that

the appropriation asked should be as a
mea.sure of national relief. We think the
action of this Convention, in the premises,

representing as it does the loyal element of

the whole State, will have an important in-

fluence with Congress in con-vincing thenx

that the relief asked is not a party measure,
but is necessary to perfect the reconstruc-

tion policy of Congress.

Y''our committee further report that from
reference to the books of the Aiiditor and
Treasurer's office, it does not appear that

any such bonds exist of the four milhon is-

s\ie, and that the act of the Legislature au-

thorizing the said issue has not been com-
plied with.

(Signed) Chas. Sjiith, Chairman.

Resolution by Mr. Charles Smith, of Or-

leans :

The State of Louisiana shall be cliAided

into four Districts, viz

:

First District—All ijarishes and fractions

of parishes lying east of the Mississipj)!

river, and south of the Mississippi State

line.

Second District—All i^arishes and frac-

tions of parishes lying west of the Missis-

sippi river, and south of the south line of

Rapides and Avoyelles parishes, including
j

Point Coupee parish.

Third District—All parishes and fractions

of parishes Ijdng between the Mississippi

river and Red river.

Fourth District—All parishes and frac-

tions of parishes lying west of Red river,

and north of the south Line of Rapides and
Avoyelles parishes, including Avoyelles

parish.
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Besolred further, There shall be a Gen-
•eral Superintendent elected by the Superin-
tendents of each District.

Referred to the Committee on Internal

Improvements.

Mr. Waples, of Orleans, moved that the

report be laid on the table, subject to call,

and the Committee discharged. Adopted.

The consideration of the resolution of

Mr. McMillan, of Carroll, was resumed.

Mr. Wicklifife, of Orleans, moved to lay

on the table.

Mr. McMillan, of Carroll, called for the

ayes and nays, which was seconded by one

fifth of the members present.

The Secretary called the roll and the

motion to table was adopted—ayes 76, nays

13—as follows :

Ayes : Messrs. Antoine, Baker, Belden,
Bertonneau, Blackburn, Blandin, Bonsei-
gneur Bonnefoi, Brown, BuiTel, Butler,

Crane, Cromwell, Cuney, Demarest, De-
passeau, P. G. Deslonde, Douglass, Drink-
ard, Duparte, Dupart, Duplessis, Esnard,
Francois, Gair, Gardiner, Harris, Hiestand,
Ingraham, R. H. Isabelle, Thomas Isabelle,

Jackson, Jones, Kelso, Lange, Leroy, J. B.
LcTvis, Marie, Martin, Massicot, Meadows,
McMillan, Morris, Moses, Murrel, Musha-
way, Myers, OUver, Packard, Pierce, Pinch-
back. Poindexter, Pollard, Reagan, Reese,
Eiard, Riggs, Roberts, Rodriguez, Schwab,
Smith, Snaer, Scott, Snider, Tinchant,
Twitchell, Underwood, Valfroit, Vander-
gTifif, Vidal, Waples, Wickliffe, Williams,
Wilson—76.

Nays : Messrs. Barret, Cooley, Dearing,
Harper, Harrison, Hempstead, Landers,
Richard LcAvis, Ludeling, Lynch, McLeran,
Newsham, Steele—13.

Mr. McMillan, of CarroE, gave notice

that he would move a reconsideration of the

vote to lay on the table.

Mr. PiQchback, of Orleans, moved to re-

consider, and Mr. Smith, of Orleans,

moved to lay the motion to reconsider

on the table, which was adopted.

Mr. WickUflfe, of Orleans, moved that the

Committee on Finance and Contingent Ex-

penses be requested to report to this Con-

vention at the earliest possible day the

respective ordinances on the means of rais-

ing funds for the use of this Convention

submitted to them, or to submit a report

embodying some practical and feasible plan

for securing the desired object. Adopted.

Mr. Barret, of Union, moved to adjourn

tiU Monday at 12 o'clock m. Lost.

And on motion, the Convention adjourned

to Saturday at 11 o'clock a. m.

A true co^jy :

WM. VIGERS, Secretary.

TWELFTH DAY.
New OKiiEANS, Saturday, Dec. 7, 1867,

The Convention met at 11 o'clock a. m.

President TaUaferro in the chair.

The roll was called and the following dele-

gates answered to their names:

Pesident J. G. Tahaferro, Messrs. An-
toine, Baker, Barret, Bertonneau, Black-
burn, Bonseigneiu', lionnefoi, Burrel,

Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Cromwell, Cuney,
Dearing, Demarest, Depasseau, Douglass,

Drinkard, Dupart, Duplessis, Fuller, Fer-

guson, Gair, Gould, Harper, Harris, Harri-

son, Hempstead, Hiestand, Jackson, Jones,

KeLso, Landers, Lange, Leroy, J. B. Lewis,

R. Le-nis, Ludeling, Lynch, Massicot,

Meadows, McLeran, McMi lun, Morris,

Moses, Mushaway, Myers, Newsham, Oliver,

Packard, Pierce, Pinchback, Poindexter,

Pollard, Reagan, Reese, Riard, Rodriguez,
Snaer, Scott, Snider, Steele, Thibaut, Tin-
chant, Twitchell, Underwood, Yalfroit,

Vandergriff, Wickliffe, WiUiams, Wilson—
73 members i:>resent.

Prayer by Rev. Dr. J. Fiske.

The minutes were read and adopted.

OEIGIXAIj KESOLUTIOXS.

By Mr. Underwood, of St. James:

Besolved, Any person who shall hereaf-

ter fight a duel, or assist in the same as

second, or send, accept, or knomngly carry

a challenge therefor, or agree to go out of

the State to fight a duel, shall be disquali-

fied for holding any office, and shall for-

ever after be disfranchised in this State.

Resolved, That the Legislature shall at its

first session provide by law that the names
and residence of all quahfied electors shall

be registered in order to entitle them to

vote, but the registry shall be free of cost to

the electors.

Referred to Committee on Legislative

Department.

By Mr. Underwood, of St. James:

The Legislature shall at its first session

provide bylaw that the names and residence

of all qualified electors shall be registered,

in order to entitle them to vote; but the
registry shall be free of cost to the elector.

Lies over.

By Mr. Demarest, of St. Mary:
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Whereas, Gambling in this Stitte, and
especiiiUy in tlie city oi New Orieaus, is car-

ried on to a great extent; and
Whereas, The treasnry of the State re-

ceives no benefit therefrom; therefore, be it

Resoked, That the next General Assembly
be authorized to license idl gambling houses
where b;'.nking games ar(> kept, for the ben-

efit of tiie State, or of chai-itiiblc institutions

of the State, as they may deem best.

Xiaid over under the rules.

By Mr. Beldeu, of Orleans :

Resolrfd, That the pay of the President
of the Convention shall be df)uble the pay
of the other members thereof.

Laid over under the rules.

Mr. Hiestand moved that the Sergeant-

at-Arms be instructed to prepare seats

"within the bar of the Convention which

shall lie set apart for the use of ladies visit-

ing this body.

Indefinitely postponed on motion of Mr.

Waples.

By M. Lange, of East Baton Piouge :

Whereas, Many Members of this Con-
vention are without money, and are dejiend-

ing upon their warrants in order to get

means, and as many of them are pi'obably

unaccustomed to the selling or trading of

said warrants, therefore be it.

Eesoh'eil. That this Convention authorize

the President to call on the bankers or

brokers of the city of New Orleans and
make such arrangements as he possibly can
with thtnn for the selling or cashing of all

warrants of said members of this Conven-
tion, and to report back to this Convention
to-moiTow morning at 11 o'clock a. m.

Rt-aolreil further, That the State Treas-

urer be ."<nd is hereby instruct^^d to accept

under his official seal any of such warrant*
issue<l by the WiU'rant Clerk and president

of the Committee on Contingent Expenses
of this Convontion.

Lies over.

Mr, Wickliffe, of Orleans, moved to

amend rule 52 of the rules and regulations

of this Convention by substituting 10

o'clock for 11 o'clock. Lies over.

Mr. Wickliflfe, of Orleans, moved that

rule 30 of the rules and regidations of this

Convention be amended so as to read

"which shall be taken up at 1 o'clock p. m."

Mr. Wickliiio, of Orleans, presented a

resolution Avhicli was referred without be-

ing read to the Committee on the Judiciary.

JBj Mr. Wiiion, ol Orleans:

Suffrage shall be universal, and all male
citizens of any race or color, v.'ithout regard
to any i)reviou3 condition, excepting such
as have been disfranchised for participating

in the rebellion or ci\il war against the
United States Government, or for felony
committed against the laws of any States of

the United Stute^s, Avho have attained the
age of twenty-one (21) years, and has been,

a resident of the State for the last twelve
months preceding the day of election, and
are citizens of the United States, shall have
the right to vote at all elections held in this

State.'

The Legislature shall jirovide by laws for

the faithful execution of this article.

Referred to committee on General Pro-

visions.

By Mr. Cromwell, of Orleans :

Resob-ed, That where i^ersons before the
adoption of this Constitution, shall have
untlertakeu and agreed t<} occupy the rela-

tion to each other of husband and wife,

and shall be cohabiting together as such
at the time of its adoption, whether the
rites of marriage shall have been cele-

brated between them or not, they shall be
deemed husband and -vs-ife, and be entitled

to the rights and ]>ri^-ileges, and subject to

the duties and obligations of that relation

in like manner as if they had been duly-

married, and all their children shall be
deemed legitimate, whether born befoi'e

or after the adoption of this Constitution,

and when the parties have ceased to co-

habit before the adoption of this Constitu-

tion, in consequence of the death of the
man or from any other cause, all the chil-

dren of the woman recognized by the man
to be his, shall be deemed' legitimate. The
Legislixture shaU pass no laws to the contrary

notwithstanding.

Referred to Committee on General Pro-

visions.

By Mr. Wilson, of Orleans:

The Legislature shall provide by law for

the licensing of gambHng houses, and said

houses shall play with open doors. Two
hundred dollars shall be levied as license,

or a tax on each banking game, and one
hundred on each tombola.
The taxes so collected shall be for the

benefit of charitable institutions.

No municipal coi-poration shall impose a
higher license on such houses than the
aljove mentioned sum.

Referred to Committee on General Pro-

sdsions.

report of ST.VNDING COMjnXTEES.

Committee on Legislative Department

—

Reported isrogx-ess,
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Comm'ttee on the Judiciary—Reported

progress, and hope to present full report by

Monday.

COMMITTEE ON EXECUTTVE.

The Committee on Executive beg leave

to present the following report

:

TITIiE EXECUrrVE DEPAKTMENT.

Article 1. The supremo executive power
of the State shall be vested in a chief ma-
gistrate, who shall be styled the Governor
of the State of Louisiana. He shall hold
his office during the term of four years, and,
together with the Lieutenant Governor,
chosen for the same term, be elected as fol-

lows : The quahfied electors for Eei^re-

sentatives shall vote for Governor and
Lieutenant Governor at the time and place

of voting for Representatives ; the returns

of every election shall be sealed up and
transmitted by the proper returning officer

to the Secretary of State, who shall deliver

them to the Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives on the second day of the session

of the General Assembly then to be hohlen.
Tlie members of the General Assembly shall

meet in the Hoiise of Representatives to

examine and count the votes. The person
having the greatest number of votes for

Governor shall be declared duly elected; but
if two or more persons shall be equal and the
highest in the number of votes polled for

Governor, one of them shall immediately be
chosen Governor by joint vote of the mem-
bers of the General Assembly. The person
having the greatest number of votes polled
for Lieutenant Governor shall be Lieutenant
Governor; but if two or more persons shall

be equal and highest in the number of votes
poUed for Lieutenant Governor one of them
shall be immodiately chosen Lieutenant
Governor by joint vote of the membei-s of
the General Assembly.

Aet. 2. No person shall bo eligible to the
office of Governor or Lieutenant Governor
who has not been five years a citizen of the
United States, and a resident of this State
two years next preceding his election ; nor
shall any person be eligible to either office

who has not attained the age of twenty-five
years.

Art. 3. The Governor shall be inehgible
for the succeeding four years after the ex-
piration of the time for which he shall have
been elected.

Art. 4. The Governor shall enter on the
discharge of his duties on the next
ensuing his election, and shaU continue in
office until the Monday next succeeding the
day that his successor shall be declared
duly elected, and shall have taken the oath
or affirmation required by the Constitution.

Art, 5, No member of Corgress, or ary

person holding office under the United
States Government, shall be eligible to the
office of Governor or Lieutenant Governor.
Art. 6. In case of impeachment of the

Governor, his removal from office, death,
refusal or inability to qualify, resignation
or absence from the State, the powers and
duties of the office shall devolve upon the
Lieutenant Governor for the residue of the
term, or until the Governor, absent or im-
peached, shall return or be acquitted. The
Legislature may provide by law for the case
of removal, impeachment, death, resigna-
tion, disability or refusal to qualify, of
both the Governor and the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, declaring what officer shall act as
Governor, and such officer shall act accord-
ingly, until the disability be removed, or
for the remainder of the term.

Art. 7. The Lieutenant Governor or
officer discharging the duties of Governor,
shall, during his administration, receive the
same compensation to which the Governor
would have been entitled had he continued
in office.

Art. 8. The Lieutenant Governor shall, by
virtue of his office, be President of the Senate,
but shall have o:dy a casting vote therein.

Whenever he shall administi-r the Govern-
ment, or shall be unable to attend as Presi-

dent of the Seriate, the Senators shall elect

one of their own members as President of

j

the Senate for the time being. •

' . • -

Art. 9. The Governor shall receive a

}
salary of eight thousand dollars per ajnnum,
payable quarterly, on his own warraili;.

Art. 10. While acting as President of

the Senate the Lieutenant Governor shall

receive for his Ber%'ices the sauit; Compehsa-
tion which shall for the samo 'period, - be
allowed to the Speaker of ,the Hcuse'of
Rejiresentatives, and no more.'

]

Art. 11. The Governor shiiU.have, poTC7er

to gi-ant reprieves for all offenses against
the State, and, except in cases of impea»3h-
ment, shall, with the consent of fhe Sendite,

have power to grant i^ardon'^ remit fines

and forfeitures, after convictiiHu Inches
of treason, he may grant reptie,yQS until the
end of the next session of the General As<
sembly, in which the power of pardoning
shaU be vested. -

,„,

Art. 12. He shall be Commaai<ier-i73,-chie(

of the militia of this State, " 'P'scepi whe^
they shall be called into the ;?*:< rice of liha

United States.

Art. 13. He shall nominate, and, by f^pcf

with the advice and consent of the Seriate,

appoint all officers whose offices are 'eatab-

hshed by the Constitution, and whoso ap'
pointments are not herein otherm.se pro-

vided for: Provided, however, that the

,
Legislfttiire shall liaye a right to prescrila
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the niotle of appointment to all otlier

oflSces estaMished bj' law.

Art. 14. The (Toverunr shall have ijower

to fill vacancies that may happen during the

recess of the Senate, by granting com-
missions -which shall exi)ire at the end of

the next session tht>reuf, nnless otherwise

provided for in this Constitution; l)ut no
person who has been nominated for office

and rejected by the Senate, shall be ap-

pointed to the same office during the re-

cess of tlie Senate.

Art. 15. IT(^ niay require information, in

writing, from the officers in the Executive
department upon any subject relating to

the duties of tLieir respective offices.

Aet. IC). He shall, from time to time,

give to the (reneral Assembly information

respecting the situation of the State, and
recommend to their consideration such

measures as he may deem expedient.

Aet. 17. PIo may, on extraordinary occa-

signs, convenue the General Assembly at

the seat of government, or at a different

place if that should have become dangerous
from an ent^my or from epidemic ; and, in

case of disagi-eement lietween the two
Houses as to the time of adjournment, he

may adjourn them to sueli time as he may
think i)ropor, not exceeding four months :

Provided, It be not to a period beyond the

next Constitutional meeting of the same.

^.RT. 18. He sh;ill take care that the laws

be faithfully executed.

AfiT. 19.
' Evry bill which shall have

passed both Houses shall be presented to

the Goverijpj-J i^ ^i^ approve, he shall sign

it," if 'lie do npj-., he shall return it with his

objsctjons'tf). the House in which it origi-

nated/ wly,V'''f shall enter the objections at

laigv^'^ipou.itts journal, and proceed to re-

coii.iider it • if, after such reconsideration

a mfifrfi-ity' oi\ all the members elected to

that'IIou'sVV<liall agree to pass the bill, it

shaM:l!>e sV;nt "with the objections, to the

otlier ^^oijs^.ijy which it shall be likewise

refeon.?i:dere l,',and if approved by a majority

of t^ie meilibcfs elected to that House, it

shall lie a law '; but in such eases the vote

of both Hni'iffe-s shall he determined by yeas

and nays, au(tthe names of members voting

foirer agahAt the bill shall be entered on
thh joi^rnal ofeach House respectively. If

an;y-b'iil sh'ixll not be returned by the Gov-
ernQir within tive days after it shall have
bepn presented to him, it shall be a law in

like hif.nner as if he had signed it ; unless

the ^ General Assembly, by adjoiu'nment,

prevail-*; its return, in which case, the said

bill shs'll be rcsturned on the first day of the

meeting of the General Assembly after the

expiration of snid five days, or be a law.

Aet. 20. Every order, re.solution or vote,

to which the concurrence of both Houses

1 may be necessary, except on a question of
I adjournment, shall be jiresented to the Gov-
! ernor, and before it shall take eliect, be ap-

I
proved by him, or, being disai:)proved, shall
be repassed by a majority of the members
elected to each House of the General As-
sembly.

i Aet. 21. There shall be a Secretary of
State, who shall hold hi.s office during the

:
term for which the Governor shall have
been elected. The records of the State .shall

: be kept and preseiwed in the office of the

I

riecr(;tary; he shall keep a fair register of
the otHcial acts and proceedings of the Gov-
ernor, and when necessary shall attest them;
he shall, when required, lay the said regis-
ter, and all papers, minutes and vouchers,

I relative to his office, before either House of

I

the General Assembly, and shall jjerform
! such other duties as may be enjoined on
him by law.

Aet. 22. There shall be a Treasurer of
the State and an Auditor of Public Ac-
counts, who shall hold their respective
offices during the term of four year.s. At
the first election under this the Treasurer
shall be elected for two years.

Aet. 23. The Secretary of State, Treas-
urer and Auditor of Pubhc Accounts shall

be elected by the qualified electors of the
State; and in case of any vacancy caused
by the resignation, death or absence of the
Secretary, Treasurer or Auditor, the Gov-
ernor shall order an election to till said va-
cancy.

Aet. 24 The Treasurer and the Auditor
shall receive a shalary of five thousand
dollars per annum each. The Secretaiy
of State shall receive a salary of three
thousand dollars per annum.
Aet. 25. All commissions shall be in the

name and by the authority of the State of

Louisiana, and shall be sealed with the
State seal, signed by the Governor and
countersigned by the Spcretary of State.

AV. L. McMlllan, Chairman;
Simeon Beldex,
John B. Yandeegeiff,
D. H. Keese,
CUBTIS P0LIi.UtD,

e. bonnofoi,
Geoege Y. Eelso,
James H. Landees.

Mr. Crane, of Orleans, moved to print

300 copies thereof. Adopted.

Committee on General Provisions—Re-

port progress, and hope to present a final

report on Monday or Tuesday next.

Committee on Ordinance and Schedule

—

Reported progress.

Committee on Enrollment—Reported no
progress.
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Committee on Printing—Submitted the

following report:

,Mr. Blackburn, for the Committee on
Printing, submitted a report which was
afterward withdrawn in order that a general

reijort might be made on Monday.

COMMITTEE ON FIN.INCE.

Mr. Puller, chairman, submitted the fol-

lowing report :

To the Presi<lent and members of the Constitutioual
Couventiou ot the State of Louisiana

:

Your Committee on Finance beg leave to

submit the foUowiug report

:

Section 1. Be it ordained hy the Consti-

tutional Convention of the State of Louis-

iana, To pay the delegates and officers of

this Convention, and to defray all other

expenses necessary for the use of said Con-
vention, the following tax is hereby levieil

upon the proi^erty of this State, both real

aud personal, viz: a tax of one mill per
cent.

Sec. 2. Be it furtlier ordained, That the
sheriifs of the State, except the parish of

Orleans, shall collect the above mentioned
tax, and that they refer to the assessment
rolls made by the State of Louisiana for the

year eighteen hundred aud sixty-seven

(1867) as the basis for assessing the tax

herein le\ned on real and movable property

;

and in order to facihtate them in the col-

lection of said tax, they are hereby author-
ized to employ aU summary remedies now
given by law for the collection of State
taxes, and shall receive for their services

the same compensation paid them by the
State for hke services.

Sec. 3. Be it furth.er ordained, That the
tax herein levied, and which shall be due
by the parish of Orleans, shall be collected

by the persons now charged wdth the col-

letion of State taxes iu said parish, and
they shall possess the same powers and re-

ceive the same compensation.
Sec. 4. Be it farther ordained, That the

Sheriff or other pei-sons charged with the
collection of the tax levied by this ordi-

nance, shall pay to the Treasurer of the
State at the end of every month, all sums
collected by them under this ordinance,
and shall settle finally with the Treasurer
on the first day of April, eighteen hundred
and sixty-eight (1868.) But m no case shall

the State Treasurer give a receipt for either

a partial or final settlement, without requir-

ing the Sheriff or orther collector to take
and subscrib-^ an oath that he has paid all

the money collected by him to date of settle-

ment, less his commission.
Sec. 5. Be it further ordained, That so

lauch of the tax levied as may be required
to pay the delegates and officers of this

Convention, and to defray all other ex-

l^enses necessary for the use of said Con-
vention shall be paid by the State Treasurer
upon warrants signed by the President and
countersigned by the Secretary of this Con-
vention. The balance of the tax levied
shall be placed by the State Treasurer to
the credit of the general fund and reserved
until the meeting of the General Assembly
elected under the provisions of the Consti-
tution adopted by this Convention, to bo
used as they may direct.

Sec. 6 Be it furtlier ordained, That the
tax levied by this ordinance shall be paid
only in the legal ciu'rency of the United.
States.

Henky W. FuijEer,
Chairman Committee on Finance,

John S. Hakkis,
J. G. Drinkabd,
John L. Baebett,
W. L. McMlIiLAN,

Mr. Crane, of Orleans, moved to print

200 copies. Carried.

Committee on Public Education reported

progress, and hopes to present a full report

by Monday.

Committee on Internal Improvements

submitted the foUowdng:

report of the committee on inteenah
improvements to peo\tde a board op
public works.

Article I. There shall be a Board of
Public Works to consist of tlu'ee Commis-
sioners.

The State shall be divided by the Legis-
latiu'e into three districts, cuitaining, as
nearly as may be, an equal unmber of voters,

and one Commissioner shall ];e appointed
by the Governor, by and ^\^.th the consent
of the Senat(>, in each district, who shall

be a resident owner of real estate in the
district.

The Commissioners, so appointed, shall

hold office for the term of three years ; but
of the first appointed, one to be designated
by lot, shall holtl office for one year only,

and one for two years only.

Art. II. The General Assembly, at its

first session after the ado]ition of this Con-
stitution, shall i^rovide for the compensa-
tion of the Commissioners and all officers

employed on the Public Works and for tho
organization of the Board.
The Commissioners first appointed shall

assemble at a day aud place to be ap-
pointed by law and decide by lot the
order in which their term of office shall

expire.

Art. m. The Commissioners shall ex-
ercise a diligent and faithful supervision,

of aU public works, in which the State may
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"be interested, excoi^t those made by joint

fitock companies.
Tliey shall communicate to the General

Assembly, from time to time, their views
regarding the same, and recommend such
xieasurea a,s tlif>y may deem necessary in
order to employ to the best advautagc, and
for the pnrposo i'or which they were grant-

ed, the swamp and ovevflowed lands con-
veyed to this State by the United States.

They shall appoint all otiicers employed
on the public works, and p rt'orm such other
duties as may be prescribed by law.

Abt. rV. The Commissioners and such of

ihe officers emj^loyed on the public works
as may bo determined by the General As-
sembly, shall give such bond for the faithful

performance of their duties as shall bo i^re-

ficribed by law.

Art. V. The commissioners may be re-

moved by a concurrent vote of a majority
of the members elected to each House of

:±he General Assembly, and the cause of

such removal shall be entered on the
journal of each House.

Art. VI. The General Assembly shall

lave power, by a vote of three fourths of

the members elected to each House, to

abolish said Board when in their opinion
a Board of Public Works shall no longer be
necessary.

H. R. SxEEiiE, Chairman

;

John Lynch,
Thos. p. Hasrison,
F. Makle,
J. C. Oliver,
F. RlARD.

And the chairman, Mr. Steele, moved to

print 500 coi)ie8.

Mr. Crane, of Orleans, moved to amend
by printing 200 copies. Adopted.

Committee on Contingent Expenses—Re-

port progress.

Committee on Draft of Constitution—Re-

port no progress.

Mr. Vandergriff, of St. Mai-tin, chair-

man of the Committee to wait on General

Hancock, made a verbal report.

Mr. Lynch, of the Committee to wait

upon General Mower, in the absence of the

otairman, reported, that General Mower
"Would visit the Convention to-day.

OEDERS OF THE DAT.

The resohitious of Mr. Wickliffe, as fol-

lows, came up under the orders :

Waereas. It has been charged by the
enemies of the colored race in the State of
Louisiana that it is the design of the colored
a'ace to get control of this State, and destroy

the white race therein, and Africaniz^a the
State; and
Whebeas, It is boldly asserted by the

enemies of the colored race that they are
leagued together by secret organizations,
and are armed and cfjuipped for the pur-
pose of carrying out this terrible plan

;

and
Whereas, Petitions are now being cir-

culated in this State for the i:)urpose of re-

cei\'ing subscriptions of names of jjromi-
nent citizens to these petitions in order that
they may be forwarded to the President of
the United States, to induce him to take
action so as to prevent this pretended out-
rage ; and
Whereas, This whole effort is but a plot

to justify the President in attempting the
accomplishment of such measures as will

inevitably lead to a disruption of this gov-
ernment, and thus inaugurate a second, and
as these vile schemers hope, successful re-

bellion against the governmant of the
United States ; and
Whereas, If this dangerous scheme be

perfected, it uiU result not only in the ulti-

mate destruction of this Government, but
in the reduction of this newly enfranchised
race^again to the chains of slavery", with all

its concomitants, injustice, oppression, and
horrors; therefore,

Rpnolred, That the members of this Con-
vention, as the legal representatives of this

long abused and outrageously slandered
people, do solemnly enter our protest

against this vile slander on the great body
of our constituents; and being fresh from,

these people, and thoroughly conversant
with their wishes, desires, and intentions,

solemnly and earnestly deny the truth of all

such charges, and declare to the world that
there is not one word of truth in them.

Bfsolved, Thut, as loyal citizens of the
United States, we denounce the action of
these political schemers against the Govern-
ment of the United States, and against the
rights of man, and warn the President,

CongreSvS, and the people of the United
States of the foul plot and dangerous
schemes of these men,

Resolved, That we denounce all men who
give credence to this unfounded slander*

and assist in circulating the same.
jResolved, That we earnestly petition Con-

gress to aiipoint a committee to investigate

all such charges, and thus disabuse the
minds of the friends of the long and still

abused race throughout the Union.
Bcsolved, That the Secretary be required

to furnish a copy of these resc^lutions, and
mail the same immediately to the President,
the Si^eaker of the House of Representa-
tives and President of the Senate^
Lies over.
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The report of the Committee on Militia

was caUecl up.

Mr. Ludeling, of Ouachita, rose to a

point of order:

That under the rules the report should

lie over two days.

And it was so ruled by the chair.

General Mower was introduced to the

Convention by the President, and a recess

of fifteen minutes was taken.

At the expiration of which, the Conven-

tion was called to order, and a quorum be-

ing present, proceeded to the consideration

of the rejiort of the Finance Committee,

and the ordinance of Mr. Blackburn, of

Claiborne, in relation to finance.

Mr. Smith, of Orleans Wiis called to the

chair.

Mr. Crane, of Orleans, moved to refer

both report and resolution to a committee

of the whole.

Mr. Newsham, of West Feliciana, moved
that the Comm.ittee of the ^liole be dis-

charged.

Adopted.

Mr. Newsham, of "West FeHciana, offered

as a substitute for the 4th section of the

resolution of Mr. Blaekbiirn, the following:

Sec. 4. Be itfnrtlier dackired and ordnined,
That said bonds shall be in amounts
of twenty-five, fifty, one hundred, five

hiinlred, and thousand dollars, Avith in-

terest of eight i^er cent, per annum ; they
shall be receivable any date after issue,

with interest calculated and allowed up to

date of receipt, by the Sheriffs, tax collec-

tors, and State Treasurer for all State taxes
or other jjublic dues, as well as for the sale

of public lands.

Which was accepted by the mover.

Mr. Newsham offered the following

amendment:

Sec. 8. Be it further declared and or-

dained, That said bonds shall be ready for
issue in six days from the date of the pas-
sage of this ordinance.

Mr. Wicklifte having the floor, on motion,

the Convention adjourned at 4 o'clock, until

Monday at 12 o'clock m.. with the under-

standing that Mr. Wicklifle should have the

floor.

A true copy:

WM. VIGERS, Secretaiy.

THIRTEENTH DAY.

New Orleans, Monday, Dec. 9, 1867.

The Convention was called to order at 12r

o'clock M.

President Taliaferro in the chair.

The Secretary proceeded to call the roIE

and the following delegates answered to

their names :

Messrs. Taliaferro, Antoine, Baker, Bar-
rett, Belden, Bertonneau, Blackburn, Blan-
din, Bonseigneur, Bonnefoi, Brown, Bur-
rell, Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Cromwell,
Cuney, Dearing, Demaresr, Depasseau, Des-
londe, Donato, Douglass, Driukard, Duparte,
U. Dupart, Duplessis, Esnard, Francois,
Fidler, Ferguson, Gair, Gardiner, Goidd,
Guichard, Hai-per, Harris, Harrison, Hemp-
stead, Hiestand, Ingraham, Isabelle R. H.,
IsabeUe Thos., Jackson, Jones, Kelso, Lan-
ders, Lange, Leroy, LeT\ds J. B., Lewis R.,
Ludeling, Lynch, Marie, Niartin, Massicot,
M endows, McLeran, McMillan, Morris, Moses,
Vurrel, MiTshaway, Myers, Newsham, Oliver,

Packard, Pierce, Pincliback, Poindexter,
PoUard, Reagan, Reese, Riard, Riggs, Rob-
erts, Rodriguez, Schwab, Sjnith, Snaer,
Scott, Snider, Steele, Thibaut, Tinchant,
T-nitcheU, Valfroit, Vaudergriff, Vidal,

Waples, Wickhffe, Williams, Wilson—91
members present.

Prayer by the Rev. Jos. Welch.

The journal of the j^rdeeding day was
read and adopted.

Mr. Wickliffe, of Orleans, moved:

That a committee of five be appointed
by the chair, to whom shaU be referred the
ordinance on finance, submitted by Hon,
Jasper Blackburn,-mth instructions to con-
fer with any parties v>'ho may propose to loan,

money on bonds to be issued by this Con-
vention on the faith of the State, with in-

structions to report to this Convention at
the earliest j)ossible moment.

Which was adopted.

The President appointed the following

gentlemen on the Committee :

Messrs. Fuller, G. M. AYickHffe, S. Jones,
J. W. Blackburn, H. Bonseigneur.

Mr. Fidler requested to be excused and
asked that J. S. Harris be Substituted in

his place.

Which was granted.

On motion of J. Crawford, of Caldwell,

the Ccyivention adjourned until 1 o'clock

p. M. on Tuesday, December 10, 1867.

A true copy.

WM. VIGERS, Secretaryl
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FOURTEENTH DAT.
New Orxoeans, Tuesday, Dec. 10, 1867.

Tlie Convention met pmsuant toacljoum-

jnent.

President Taliaferro in tlie chair.

The roll wa.s called and the foUo-ning

members answered to their names:

Messrs. Taliaferro, Antoiue, Barret, Ber-

tonneau, Blandiu, Bonseigiieur, Bounefoi,

Brown, Barrel, Butler, Cooley, Crane,

Crawford. Cromwell, Cuney, Deariug, De-
marcst, Dei)as.seau, Desloude P. G., Des-

loude Jos,, Douato, Douglass, Drinkard,

Duparte Gustavo, Duinxrt, Duijlessis, Es-

nard, Francois, Fuller, Ferguson, Gair,

Gardiner, Gould^ Gui chard. Harper, Har-
ris, Harrison, Heampstead, Hiestaud, In-

gi-aham, IsabeUe R. H., Isabelle T., Jones,

Kelso, Lange, Leroy, Lewis J. B., Lewis
liichard, Ludeling, Lynch, Marie, Martin,

Massicot, Meadows, McLeran, Moses, Mur-
xel, Mnshaway, Myers, Newsham, Ohver,

Packard, Pierce, Pinchback, Poindexter,

Pollard, Eeagan, Reese, Riard, Riggs,

Hoberts, Rodriguez, Smith, Snaer, Scott,

Snider, Steele, Thibaut, Tinchunt, TwitcheU,

Yalfroit, Vandergritf, AYaples, Wicklifie,

"WiUiams, WiLson—91 members j)resent.

The minutes were read and ado^jted.

Prayer by Rev. Thos. ConAvay.

ORIGIXAIi IJESOIiUTIOKS.

By Mr. Reagan, of East Baton Rouge:

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms is

liereby authorized to furnish any necessary

article caUed for by the chairman of any
committee or other member of the Conven-
tion.

Lies over tinder the rules.

]Mi\ Deslonde, of Iberville, moved that

the Secretary shaU supply the members of

the Convention -n-ith postage stamps until

iJieir per diem is paid.

Mr. Packard, of Orleans, right bank,

moved to amend by adding "cigars."

Mr. Smith, of Orleans, moved to lay on

the table. Adopted.

By Mr. Martin, of Jeflferaon

:

Resolved, That the Legislature shall pass

Buch laws as may 1)6 necessary to punish all

employees or citizens, without regard to

Xace, color or previous condition, who may
Jay threats, violence, or intimidations at-

temjjt to prevent any citizen or citizens as

aforesaid from exercising their rights and
privileges as voters or attending public
meetings of any descrii^tion whatever, or

interfering with the rights and i)rivileges of

any citizen or citizens of the State.
|

Referred to Committee on Judiciary.

By Mr. Cromwell, of Orleans :

Resolved, That the State of Louisiana
shall never assume nor pay any debt or ob-
ligation contracted or incurred in aid of the
I'ebeUion ; nor shall this State ever in any
manner claim from the United States or
make any allowance or compensation for

slaves emancipated or hberated in any way
whatever.

Lies over.

By Mr. Martin, of Jefferson :

Resolved, That the Legislature shall, at

its first session, pass such laws that all

planters and farmers in the State of Louis-
iana shall be subject and hable to take out
a license or pay anj duties or taxes as retail

merchants for any article of clothing or
other merchandise Avhich they may buy and
seU to their employees on their plantations

or farms. Auel they shall be subject or
liable in any manner as retail nierchauts for

such trafhc Avith said employee or em-
ployees. Such act shall take eft'ect from
and after its passage.

Referred to the Committee on Legislative

Department.

By Mr. Jones, of Orleans :

Resolved, That sales that have been or
may be made by collectors of taxes shall be
received by courts in evidence as 2^'''l'>na

facie vahd sales.

Referred to Committee on General Pro-

visions.

Mr. HarjDer of St. Charles and St. John

Bajjtist, moved that hereafter the Secretary

shall read by title only all bills or resolu-

tions that are to be referred to the consid-

eration of a committee, thereby saving time

to the Convention. Laid over under the

rules.

Mr. Crane, of Orleans, moved that all

reports of the committees of the Conven-

tion, except that of the committee on Bill

of Rights, be referred to the committee on

Draft of the Constitution ; that committee

to report them back in committee of the

whole, to be discussed section by section,

Mr. Crawford, of Caldwell, moved to

amend by inserting the re^jort of the Com-
mittee on Bill of Rights also.

Which was accepted and the motion

adopted.

EEPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES.

The Executive Committee reported pro-

gress.
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The Committe on General Provisions re-

ported progress.

Tl^e Committee on Enrollment, Mr.
Vandergriff, cliaii-man, submitted a report,

naming M. A. Gury as clerk of the commit-
tee. Which, after several objections, was
withdrawn.

The Committee on Printing submitted

he following report:

KEPORT OF THE COlUnXTEE ON PEINTIXG.

The Committee on Printing, after care-

fully examining and comparing former rates

and contracts for such works, respectfully

ask leave to recommend the foUo-ning rates

of compensation to be allowed the Official

Printer of the Convention, viz:

For the first one thousand copies of the

Journal of the Convention in book form,

printed in bourgeois tyjie, the images to be
of the xisual size of such work, and to be
folded and stitched in the ordinary style,

five dollars vfill be allowed for each paire;

and for every one tliousand copies after the

first one thousand, three dollars j)3r page;

and in the same proportion for fractions of

one thousand copies.

For all documents, rei)orts, or other

matter, other th m the .Journal of the Con-
vention, printed in book or pamphlet form,
composed in bourgeois, the pages to be
of the same length and breadth as the
journal, live dollars per page for the first

two hundred copies, and for every ad-

ditional two hundred coi^ies, three dollars

per page.
For resolutions, memorials or reports of

committees printed on foolscap, or similar

sized paper, composed in bourgeois ty[)e,

thirty-six ems: wide and ninety-five lines in

length, for the first two hundred copies,

eight dollars per page, and for each addi-

tional hundred copies, four dollars per
page.
For all matter marked "official" and

published in the official journal, one dollar

per square of the space of ten agate lines,

for the first insertion, and fifty cents for

each subsequent insertion.

Your Committee would sugge-st that the
estimate is in the main, at lower rates than
have heretofore been allowed for similar
work, while the j^rice of composition and
the cost of printing material generally is

now much higher.
Your Committee would, therefore, most

respectfully ask that these rates be allowed
and that the number of the journal ordered
in pamphlet form be twenty-five hundred
copies.

Your Committee would also report on the
resolutions offered by the honorable mem-
ber from East Baton Rouge, and the
various amendments offered by other

members relative to publishing in other

loyal papers the report of the proceedings

of the Convention, as foUows :

That the official proceedings of this Con-

vention be published iu the follo^Ning named
newspapers: The N. O. Ilepublican, Homer
niad, the Louisiana Intelligencer, the St.

Landry Progress, the German Gazette and
the Ibers-ille Pioneer, to be jxiid the rates

allowed the Official Printer, ;it Avhich rates

your committee has calculated the aggre-

gate sum ^\ill be but comparatively small,

when con.sidered in connection with the

public utility which may result from this

just distribution of patronage.

The adoption by the Convention oi this

recommendation is of great importance in

acquainting the jseople of the whole State

^•ith the acts of their public servants, and
will tend materially in aiding the cause of

reconstruction of a loyal government in this

State, founded on principles of true repub-

licanism. Witii these objects in ^/iew, and
considering the eminent justice of the

measure, your committee offer the following

resolutions for adoption

:

Resolved, That the following rates of

compensation be allowed the Official Printer

of this Convention, viz : For the first 1000

copies of the Journal of the Convention in

book form, printed in bourgeois type, the

pages to be folded and stitched in the ordi-

nary style, five dollars, and for every 1000

coijies, after the first 1000 copies, three dol-

lars per page, and iu the same proportion

for fractions of 1000 co]nes.

For aU documents, reports or other mat-
ter, other than the journal of the Conven-
tion, printed in book or pami")hlet form,

composed in bourgeois, the pages to be of

the same length and breadth as the journal,

live dollars jjer page for the first 200 copies,

and for every additional 200 copies thi'ee

dollars per page.
For resolutions, memorials or reports of

committees printed on foolscap, or similar

sized paper, composed in bourgeois type,

thirty-six ems wdde and ninety-five Unas in

length, for the first 200 copies, $-; per page,

and for each additional 100 coi:)ie3 04 per
page.
For all matter marked "official" and pub-

lishded iu the official journals, i$l per square
of the space of ten agate lines for the first

insertion, and fifty cents for each subsequent
insertion.

Resolved, That the number of the journal

ordered in pamphlet form be 2500 coi^ies.

Resolred, That the official proceedings be
pubhshed in the follo^\'ing additional news-
]>apers, \\z ; The N. O. Republican, the
Homer Hiad, the Louisiana Intelligencer

the St. Landry ProQT.-ess, theN. O. German
Gazette and the Iberville Pioneer, to be
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jiaid at tlio same rates :is the Official Printer.

On motion it Avas resolved that 100 copies

of the report be jmnted.

Contingent Expenses—Progress.

Draft an C'onstitution—No jjn gress.

Ordinance and Schedule—Progress.

The Committee on Judiciary', throngh its

chairman, Mr. Lv.deling, submitted a report,

and 200 copies were ordered to be printed.

Mr. McMillan called the attention of the
|

Convention to a material error in the report

;

of the eomniittee on th'.> Executive Depart-

:

inent. In the section defining the qualifica-

1

tions of the G overnor the committee had

;

reported 25 years; the printer has it o5

1

years.
ST^EflAIj rOMMITTEi:.

j

The committee appointed, on motion ofj

Mr. Wickliire, to confer with certain par-

1

ties on the subject of bonds, reported

!

through Mr. Harris, chairman, as follows: i

Mr. HaiTis, of the special committee on
i

Mr. Wickliff.''s resolution of 3'esterday, sub-

mitted the following:

EEPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE.

Totlie Prertidinit ;'n(l MoiTil)ers of the Constitntional
Conveutioii oi' the .Scate i>f Louisiana:

Your committee, to whom was referred

the resolution of Mr. Wickliife, submit the
following report

:

Your cv)nimittpe liaviug confered with
parties who propose to loan money to de-

fray the expenses of this Convention on
bonds issued by this Convention in pur-

j

Buance of the ordinance introduced by Mr.

Blackljuni, at the rate of thirty-fi'^'e per
cent, discount, the bonds to bo issued to

|

the amount of three or five hundred thou-
Band dollars, payable in two years, bearing

'

eight per cent, interest. I

Joiix S. Harris, Chaiimau.
Simon Jones,
Henry Bonseigneup.,
G. M. WlOKEIFFE,
"W. Jasper Blackburn.

Mr. Newsham, of West Feliciana, moved

to adopt the rejjort.

Mr. Cooley, of Point Coupee, moved to

lay the motion to adopt on the table, and

called for the ayes and nays, which were

ordered.

The roll was called and the motion to

table was lost—ayes, 30; nays, 5-1—as

foUows

:

Yeas : Messrs. Barret, Bertonneau,
Brown, Butler, Cooley, Crane, Crawford,

Doaring, Dcpa.sseau, P. G. Deslonde,
Dougliiss, Duparte, Fuller, FergiLson,
Gould, Harrison, 11. H. Isabelle, Thomas
Isabelle, Kelso, Ludeling, Lynch, McMil-
lan, Mushaway, Myers, Pa<;kard, Biggs,
Ecdriguez, Steele, Yandergriff, "SVaides—30.

Nays: Messrs. Antoine, Baker, Belden,
Blackburn, Blandin, Bonseigneur, Bonne-
foi, Burrel, Crumwell, Cimoy, Donato,
Drinkard, Dupart, Duplessis, Esnard,
Francois, Gair, Gardiner, Guichard, Har-
per, Hempstead, Ingi-aham, Jackson, Jones,
Lange, Leroy, J. B. Lewis, Rich-
ard Lewis, Mario, Martin, Massicot, Mead-
ows, McLeran, Moses, Murrel, Newsham,
Oliver, Pierce, Pinchback, Pijindexter, Pol-
lard, Kcagan, Reese, Riard, Roberts,
Schwab, Smith, Snaer, Scott, Snider, Yal-
froit, WickKffe, WiUiams, Wilson—54.

Mc. Crawford, of Caldwell, mcn'ed to ad-

journ. Lost.

Mr. Smith, of Orleans, at 4:}4 o'clock

p. M., moved to adjourn till to-morrow at 10

A. M. On a division the vote stood ayes 39,

nays 39, and tie chair by ciusting vote de-

cided the mo 'ion affirmatively.

The Convention then adjourned till 10

o'clock A. M., Wednesday, December 11,

1867.

A true copy :

WM. VIGERS, Secretary.

FIFTEENTH DAY.
New Orleans, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 1867.

At 10 o'clock A. M. the Convention was

called to order.

President Taliaferro in the chair.

The roll was called and the following

delegates ans-\vercd to theii- names:

Messers. Taliaferro, Antoine, Baker, Bar-
ret, Bflden, Biandm, Bonseigrreur, Bonne-
foi, BroAvn, Burrel, Cooley, Crane, ( raAvford,

Cromwell, Cuney, Dearing, Demarest,
Douglass, Drinkard, Duparte, Duj^art, Du-
plessis, Francois, FuUer, Ferguson, Gair,

Gardiner, Gould, Guichard, Harper, Harris,

Harrison, Htmostead, Ingraham, Isabelle,

R. H., Jones, Kelso, Lange, Leroy, J. B.
Le^^ds, R. Lewis, LudeUng. Marie, Martin,
Massicot, Meadows, McLeran, Morris,
Moses, Murrel, Mushaway, Myers, New-
sham, Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Poindex-
ter, Pollard, Reagan, Reese, Riggs, Rodii-
guez, Schwab, Scott, Snider, Steele, Thi-
baut, TAvit(;hpl, Valfroit, VandergrifF,

Waples, Wickliffe, AVilliams, Wilson—75
members present.

The journal of the jireceding day was

r-'ad and adopted.
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OKIGrSAL BESOLUTIONS.

By Mr. CromweU, of Orleans :

Respired, That the migration or importa-

tion of Chinese are prohibited ^\ithin this

State.

Referred to Committee on General Pro-

visions.

EEFOKT OF COMMITTEES.

Committee on Legislative—Report j)ro-

gress.

Committee on GeneralPro-visions- -Report
progress.

Committee on Ordinance and Schedule

—

Rejjort progTess.

Committee on Enrollment—No progress.

Committee on Draft of the Constitution—
No progress.

Committee on Contingent Expenses—Re-
port i^rogress.

UNFINISHED BtTSINESS.

The special committee to confer with

certain parties as to the negotiation of

bonds reported as follows :

KEPORT OF THE SPECIAL CH3MMITTEE.

To the Presirient and Members of the Constitutional
Convention of the State of Louisiana :

Your committee to whom was referred

!

the resolution of Mr. Wickliffe, of Orleans,

submit the lo-lowing report :

Your committee have conferred Avith

parties who propose to loan money to

defray the expenses of this Convention,

on bonds issued by this Convention, in

pursuance of the ordinance introduced by
Mr. Blackburn, of Claiborne parish, at the

rate of thirty-five per cent, discount.

The bonds to be issued to the amount of

$300,000 or 3500,000, payable in two years,

bearing eight per cent, interest.

Mr. Smith, of Orleans, moved to adopt

the report and called for the pre-sious ques-

tion.

Mr. Blandin, of Orleans, called for the

ayes and nays.

Mr. Cooley, of Point Coupee, submitted

the following amendment:

Resolved, That the report of the commit-
tee be recommitted, with instructions that

the committee shall rei)ort back the name
or names of the party or parties with whom
this proposed loan is to be effected.

The demand for the previous question

was sustained.

The chair stated the question to be upon

the amendment of Mr. Cooley, of Point

Coupee.

Mr. "Wickliffe, of Orleans, appealed from

the decision of the chair, upon the ground

that the member from Point Coupee did not

have the floor when he presented his amend-

ment, and the question "shall the chair be

sustained" being put to the Convention it

was decided in the negative.

The chair then stated the question to be

\\])on the adoption of the report.

Mr. Pinchback, of Orleans, rose to the

point of order, that the report of the com-

mittee had not been received, and was not

properly before the Convention.

Mr. Ludeling, of Ouachita, moved to ad-

journ. Lost.

The question was jjut upon the adoption

of the report.

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll,

with the following result:

Ayes 53, nays 36.

Yeas: Messrs. Antoine, Baker, Belden,
Blackburn, Blandin, Bonseigueur, Burrel,

Cromwell, Demarest, P.O. Dcslonde, Dona-
to, Drinkard, Dupart, Duplessis, Esnard,
Francois, Gair, Gardiner, Harper, Harris,

Hempstead, Hiestand, Ingraham, R. H. Isa-

belle, .)ackson, Jones, Lange, Leroy, J. B.
Lewis, R. Lewis, Marie, Massicot, Meadows,
McLeran, Morris, Moses, Murrel, New-
sham, Ohver, Pierce, Pinchljaek, Poindexter,
Pollard, Reagan, Reese, Smith, Snaer, Scott,

Snider, Tinchant, Twitchell, Valfroit, Wick-
liffe, Wilson—53.

Nays: Messrs. Barret, Bertonneau, Bon-
nefoi, Butler, Cooley, Crane, Crawford,
Depasseau, Douglass, Duparte, Fuller, Fer-
gTison, Gould, Guichard, Harrison, Thomas
Isabelle, Kelso, Ludeling, Lynch, Martin,
McMillan, Mushaway, Myers, Packard,
Riard, Riggs, Roberts, Rodriguez, Schwab,
Steele, Thibaut, Vandergriff, Vidal, Waples,
Williams—36.

And the report was adopted.

Mr. Newsham, of "West Feliciana, moved
to adopt the ordinance submitted by Mr.

Blackburn, of Claiborne, and moved the

previous question.

Mr. Cooley, of Point Coupee, rose to the

point of order that under the rules the

ordinance must be printed and lie over two

days, and moved its reference to the Finance

Committee.

Mr. Ingraham, of Caddo, moved that the

Convention take a recess of half an hour to

afford time to the special committee to re-

port on the ordinance of Mr. Blackburn, of

Claiborne, which had been referred to

them. Adopted.
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At the expiration of the recess, a quonira ^

beiug prt^seut, the Uoiiveutiou was called to i

order aud the special committee, through

Mr. Wickliffe, submitted the follo\\-iug re- i

port :

j

To tlio ricsidi'iit aud Members of tho Constitutional
CouveutioU :

The uudersigiied, members of the special

committee to wliom ^Yas referred the ordi

nance on finance submitted by tlie member
from Claiborne, with instructions to confer

with parties proposing to loan money to the

Convention, and report, respectfully ask
permission to make tiie following majority

report as a more detailed report than the

one already submitted.
The committee, therefore, report that

they met the parties referred to, who sub-

mitted the following proposition:

1. They propose to t ike the bonds to be
is.sued by the Convention for either .'i?300,000

or $500,1)00.

2. They pro^^ose to give us sixty-five

cents on the doUar for the bonds t;) be is-

sued under Mr. Blackburn's ordinance.

3. They propose to deposit 825,000 cash
in greenbacks in the State treasury witln'n

seven daj's from the passage of said ortii-

nance by this Convention.
4. They propose to forfeit this amount if

they fail in their i)artof the contract, which
will be deiDosited before a single bond is

issued.

5. They propose to depo.sit in the State

treasury 820, 000 within every ten days after

the issuance of the bonds, and further guar-
antee that the Couvontion shall always have
funds enough at its disposal to cash all its

warrants.
Your committee therefore respectfully

submit this more extended report, and ad-

vise the adoption of the ordinance of Mr.
Blackburn, modilied to the amount of S300,-
000, and amended by the substitute of the
member from West FeUciana, for the fourth
section of said ordinance, and that the prop-
ositions herewith submitted be accepttxl by
this Convention, -with the understanding
that no bonds are to bo delivered until the
money is paid.

G. M. WiCKIilFFE,
Simon Joxes,
W. Jasper BiiACKUuRN,
Henky Bonseigneue.

I woidd most resi)ectfully dissent from
the above report. John Harris.

Mr. Wicklilfe, of Orleans, moved to

adopt the majority report.

Mr. Lndeling, of Ouachita, called for the

ayes and nays.

The chair stated the question to be upon

the adoption of the report of the committee.

Mr. "Wajiles, of Orleans, rose to the point

of order that the report should be printed.

Mr. Ingraham, of Caddo, rose to the

point of order that the nUes had been sus-

pended.

Mr. Waples, of Orleans, rose to the point

of order that the niles were only suspended

as to the motion pending at the time of sus-

pension, and wore not now su>;,pended.

The chair decided that under the rules

the rejjoi-t must lie over.

Mr. Wicklifie, of Orleans, appealed from

the decision of the chair, and upon a vote

of the Convention the chair was not sus-

tained.

The question was now stated by the chair

to be upon the adoption of the rc^jjort.

Mr. Waples, of Orleans, moved to lay

the report on the table, and called for the

ayes aud nays, which were ordered, aud the

motion to table was lost—ayes 33, nays 55

—

as folloAvs:

Yeas : Messrs. Barret, Bertonneau, Bon-
nefoi, Butler, Cooley, Crane, Crawford,
Bearing, Depasseau, Donato, Douglass,
Duparte, Fuller, Furguson, Guichard,
Harris, Harrison, Tlujs. Isabele, Kelso,

Ludeling, Lynch, McLeran, McMillan,
Mushaway, Myers, Packard, D. D. Eiggs,
lloberts, Rodriguez, Steele, Tliibaut, Van-
dergriff aud Waples—33.

Nays : Messrs. Antoine, Baker, Belden,
Blackburn, Blaiidin, Bonseigneur, Brown,
Burrel, Cromwell, Cuney, Demarest, Des-
loude P. G., Dupart, Duplessis, Francois,

Gair, Gardiner, Gould, HariJer, Hemp-
stead, Hiestand, Ingraham, R. H. Isabelle,

Jackson, Jones, Lange, Leroy, J. B. Lewis,

R. Le-ft-is, Marie, Massicot, Meadows,Monis,
Moses, Murrel, Newsham, Ohver, Pierce,

Pinchback, Poindexter, Pollard, Reagan,
Reese, Riard, Schwab, Smith, Snaer, Scott,

Snider, Tinchant, Twitchell, Valfroit,

Wicklifle, WiUiams and Wilson—55.

Mr. Waples, of Orleans, called for a di-

•vision of the qtiestion.

The chair decided that the question upon

the adoption of the rejjort was not suscepti-

ble of di\dMion.

Mr. Cooley, of Point Coupee, moved to

adjoura till to-morrow at 12 o'clock. Lost.

The i)revious (luestion was demanded by

a majority of the Convention and the ayes

and nays were ordered.

The chair stated the question to be upc n
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the motion of Mr. Wickliffe to adopt the

report of the committee.

The roll was eaUed and the motion was

adojjted—ayes 50, nays 32—as follows:

Ayes : Messrs. Antoine, Baker, Belden,
Blackburn, Blandiu, Bonseigneiir, Barrel,

CroniAveU, Dupart, Daplessis, Fi-ancois,

Gair, Gardiner, Harper, Hempstead, Hies-

tand, Ingraham, li. H. Isabelle, Jones,

Lauge, Leroy, J. B. Lewis, Richard, Lev/is,

Marie, Massicot, Meadows, McLeran,
Morris, Moses, Miirrel, Newsham, Oliver,

Pierce, Pinchback, Poindexter, PuUard,
Reagan, Reese, Riard, Schwab, Smith,
Suaer, Scott, Snider, Tinchant, Twite hell,

Valfroit, Wicklilfe, Wilhams and Wilson—
50.

Nays : Mes^js. Barret, Bertonneau, Bon-
nefoi. Brown, Butler, Cooley, Crane,
Crawford, Dearing, Depasseau, P. G. Des-
londe, Douglass, Duj^arte, Puller, Fergu-
son, Gould, .Guichard, Harris, Harrison,

Thomas Isai>elle, Kelso, Ludehng. Lynch,
McMiUan, Mushaway, Myers, Packard,
Riggs, Rodriguez, Steele, Vandergriif and
Waples—32.

The Convention adjourned till to-morrow

at 11 o'clock A. M.

A true copy :

WM. VIGERS, Secretary.

SIXTEENTH DAY.
New ORI.EANS, Thursday, Dec. 12, 18G7.

At 11 o'clock the Convention met pursu-

ant to adjournment.

President Ta,liaferro in the chair.

The roll was called and the following

delegatas answered to their names:

Messrs. Taliaferro, Baker, Barret, Belden,
Bertonneau, Blackburn, Blandin, Bon-
seigneur, Bonnefoi, Brown, Burrel, Butler,
Cooley, Crawford, Cromwell, Cuney, Dear-
ing, Demarest, Depasseau, DeslondeP. G.,
Douglass, U. Dupart, Duplessis, Francois,
Fuller, Ferguson, Gair, Gardiner, Gould,
Guichard, Harjier, Harris, Harrison, Hem-
stead, Hiestand, Ingraham, Isabelle R. H.,
IsabeUe Thos., Jones, Kelso, Landers,
Lange, Leroy, Richard LeAvis, Ludeling,
Lynch, Marie, Martin, Massicot, Meadows,
McLeran, Morris, Moses, Mushaway, Myers.
Newsham, Ohver, Packard, Pierce, Pinch-
back, Poindexter, Pollard, Reagan, Reese,
Riard, Riggs, Roberts, Rodriguez, Schwab,
Smith, Suaer, Scott, Snider, Steele, Thi-
baut, Tinchant, T\vitchell, Underwood,
Yaltioit, Vandergriff, Vidal, Waples, Wick-
Hflfe, WiUiams, Wilson — 83 members pres-
ent.

The Convention was opened with prayer

by the Rev. Josiah Fisk.

The minutes were read and adopted.

ORIGINAIj EESOIiUTIONS.

By M. Roberts, of Jefferson :

Be it resolved by the people of Louisiana in

Coiwentioii assembled, 1. That no tax, duty
or import shall be levied, nor shall any ap-
propriation of money be made by the peo-
lAe of the State of Louisiana for the pur-
pose of paying either in whole or in part
any debt, coniract, or liability whatsoever
incurred, made, or suffered by any of the
people of this State for the purpose of aid-

ing or abetting rebelhon against the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States.

2. No evidence of debt based upon the
purchase or sale of slaves made or con-
tracted for by any person or persons in
this or any of the States engaged in rebel-

hon against the Government of the United
States shall be entertained, either for or
against this State, and all judgments and
decrees of any of the courts of this State
shall be null and void.

Referred to the Committee on the Legisla-

tive Department.

By Mr. Schwab, of Jefferson :

1. Resolved, That all notes or other evi-

dences of debt, of whatsoever nature they
may be, outstanding and unjjaid, given for
or in consideration of Confederate money
or bonds, contracted within tlie limits of
the so-called Confederate States, where cur-
rency was not and by law forbidden to be
in circulation, are declared to be null and
void, and setting aside all ju<lgments, seiz-

ures, or other degrees whatsoever taken in
any court in the State of Louisiana, and
they shall be stoj^ped one day after the
passage of this bill in this Convention,
excepting contracts for furnishing the poor
the necessaries of Hfe during the time of
need ; for such debts only the State should
be held liable when proven.

2. The above act shall be in fidl force
;

also in reference to a debt for slaves, when-
ever, wherever, or of whatsoever nature they
were bought, whether mortgages, notes, or
other evidences they were given upon,
should be also null and void, and treated as
prescribed above.

3. This act shaU have no effect upon
debts or property or notes already paid or
settled for.

4. The Legislature shall pass no act to
reimburse any individual, loyal or disloyal
to this State or the United States Govern-
ment, for slaves freed by the Act of Eman-
cipation.
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Referred to tlie Committee on Legislative

DeiJurtment.

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES.

Committee on Legislative Department

—

Progress.
Committee on General Provisions—No

pi'ogress.

Ct)mmittee on Ordinance and Scliedule

—

Progress.
Committee on Enrollment—No i^rogress.

FCBLTC EDUCATIOX.

Mr. Lynch, chairman, submitted a mi-

nority report as follows:

The imdersigncd, a minority of the stand-

ing Committe on Education, respectfully

ask leave to submit the folio wing report

:

1. The General Assembly shall ])y suita-

ble legislation make provision for the educa-

tion of all the youth in the State between
the ages of six and eighteen y(»ars.

2. The proceeds of all lands heretofore

granted by the United States for the use and
support of public schools, and of all lands

or other property which may hereafter be
bequeathed for that purpose, and of all

lands which may be granted or bequeathed
to the State and not granted or bequeathed
expressly for any other purpose which may
hereafter be disposed of by the State, and
the proceeds of all estates of deceased per-

sons to which the State may be entitled by
law, shall be held l)y the State as a loan, and
shall be and remain a pei^^etual fund on
which the State shall pay an annual inter-

est of six per cent. , which interest Avith the

interest of the trust funds deposited with
this State by the United States, under act

of Congi-ess approved June 23, 1836, and
the rents of unsold lauds, shall be apjaro-

priated to the support of such schools,

and this appropriation shall remain in\d-

oliible.

3. The Legislature may establish, and by
ai)proY>riato legislation, make provision for

a university to consist of six faculties, as

follows: one of law, one of medicine, one
of letters, one of natural science, one of in-

dustrial science, and one on the theory and
practice of teaching.

4. AU monies arising from sales which
have been made, or which may hereafter

be made, of any lands heretofore granted
by the United States to this State for the

use of a specific seminary of learning, or

from any kind of donation which hereafter

may be made for that purpose, shall be and
remain a perjietual fund, the interest of

which, at six per cent, per annum, shall be
appropriated to the promotion of literature

and the arts and sciences, and no law shall

ever be made diverting said fund to any
other piiri)03e or use than to the establish-

ment and improvement of said seminary of
learning. The Legislature may make pro-
visions for the organization and support of
said seminary in such manner as it may
deem proper.

5. The Governor by and with the advise

and consent of the Senate shall appoint a
Superintendent of Public Education, Avho
shall hold his office four years. His duties
shall be described by law, and he shall re-

ceive a salary of five thousiind dollars, until

otherwise provided l)y law : Provided, That
the General Asseml)ly shall have pov/er,

by a vote of two thirds of the members
elected to each House, to abolish the said

office of Superintendent of Public Edi'ci-
tion whenever, in their opinion, said office

shall be no longer necessary.

6. The exercises of the public schools of

the State shall be conducted in the English
language.

7. No appropriation shall be made l)y the
Legislature for the sujaport of any private

school or institution of learning whatever.

8. Institutions for the su):)iiort and educa-
tion of the insane, the bhnd, and the deaf
and dumb shall alwaj's lie fostered and sup-

l^ortedby the State, and be subject to suck
regulations as may be prescribed by law.

John Lynch,
John L. Barret,
G. Snider,
Peter Harper.

Mr. Blandin, of Orleans, submitted the

foUo-wdng report of the majority:

To tho Piesiilciit and members of the Constitutional
Couveutiou :

The undersigned, members of the Com-
mitte on Education, have the honor to sub-

mit the following report:

Article 1. The Legislature shall establish

free public schools throughout the State

and shall provide for their sup^jort by taxa-

tion or other-ndse. AU children of this

State, between the ages of six (6) and
eighteen (18) years, shall be admitted to the

public schools in common, without distinc-

tion of race, color, or previous condition.

There shall be no separate schools estab-

lished for any exclusive race by the State of

Louisiana.
Art. 2. No municipal corjioration shall

make any rules or regulations contrary to

the spirit and intention of this article.

Art. 3. There shall be elected by the

people of this State a Superintendent of

Public Education, who shall hold his office

for four (4) years. His duties shall be pre-

scribed, and his salary shall be four thous-

and doUnrs per year, payable quarterly.

Art. 4. The 'Siiperintendent of Public
Education shall have the superAision and
the general control of aU public schools

throughout the State.
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Art. 5. The general exercises in the pub-
lic schools shall be conducted in the Eng-
lish language.
Art. 6. The proceeds of the lands hereto-

fore,and that which nity hereafter be gi-anted

by the United States to this State for the use

or purpose of the pubHc schools of the State,

and the proceeds of the estates of deceased
persons to which the State may become en-

titled by law, shall be and remain a perpet-

ual fund on which the State shall pay an an-

nual interest of (6) six per cent. , which in-

terest together -with the interest of the
ti'ust fund deposited with the State by the
United States under the act of Congress ap-

proved June 23, 183 -i, and all the rents of

the unsold lands, shaU be appropriated to

the support of such schools, and this ap-

propriation shall remain inviolable.

Art. 7. All monies accruing from the
sales which have ])een or may be hereafter

made of any lands heretofore granted by
the United States to this State for the use
of any institution of learning whatever, or
from any kind of donation for the purpose
of establishing school, or schools, or any
institution of learning whatever, shall be
and remain a perpetual fund, the interest

of which, at six (6) per cent, per annum,
shall be appropriated to the exclusive ben-
efit of the said school or schools or institu-

tion of learning; and no law shall be made
diverting said funds to any other use than
to the establishment and benefit of said in-

stitution of learning. The Legislatiire shall

have power to raise funds for the organiza-
tion and support of said institution in such
manner as it may deem best.

Art. 8. No appropriation shall be made
by the Legislature for the support of any
private school or any privat-e institution of
leiu'ning wliatever.

Art. 9. A university shall be established
and maintained in the city of New Orleans.
It shall bo composed of five faculties, to
wit : one of law, one of metlicine, one of
natural sciences, one of letters and one of
industrial science. The Legislature shall
provide by law for its organization and
maintenance : Provided, That all depart-
ments of this institution of learning shall

be open in common to all students capable
of matriculating, v.ithout distinction of
race, color or previous condition. No rules
or regulations shall be made by the trus-
tees, faculties, or other officers of said in-
stitution of learning, nor shall any laws be
made by the Legislature violating'^the letter
or spirit of this article, under jjenalty of
the anuUing of the charter of said institu-
tion.

Art. 10. All colleges, seminaries, acade-
mies, schools and institutions of learning
of vhat nature soeyer, yrhether literaiy.

legal, medical, military, or individual, au-
thorized by the Legislature, and under the
control of this State, shall be open in com-
mon to aU chisses of students, without dis-

tinction of race, color, or previous condi-
tion.

Abt. 11. The Legislature shall provide
for the establishment of a State normal
school for the professional education of

teachers, without distinction of race, color,

or previous condition.

Art. — . Institutions for the support and
ediication of the ilisane, bhud, deaf and
dumb shall always bo fostered and suj)-

ported by the State, and be subjected to
such regulations as may be presented by
the General Assembly.

O. C. Blandin,
H. BONSEIGXEUR,
p. G. Deslonde,
A. J. Demakest,
WiLLLVM Butler,
D. DoUGIiASS,
Dennis Burreij.

On motion of Mr. Crawford, of Caldwell,

200 copies of both reports were ordered to

be printed.

Committee on Draft of the Constitution

—

No progress.

The select committee which was appoint-

ed to wait upon General Hancock to tender

to him. the invitation of the Convention

reported through Mr. Vandergriflf, chair-

man, that they have performed the duty

assigned to them, and submitted the follow-

ing communication from General Hancock:

Headq'rs, Fifth Military District, )

December 8, 18G7.

Hon. J. G. Taliaferro, President Constitntional Con-
Teiition:

Sir—I have the honor to acknowledge
th« receipt of your letter transmitting the
resolution of the Convention of which you
are President, adopted on the 6th instant,

inviting myself and staflf to visit you, and
beg to thank that body for this courtesy.

Very respectfully.

Tour obedient servant,

WiNFiEiiD S. Hancock,
Major General United States Army.

Mr. Smith moved that the letter be re-

ceived and spread upon the minutes.

Carried.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS.

By Mr. Reagan, of East Baton Rouge:

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Ai'ms is

hereby authorized to furnish any necessary
article called for by the chairman of any
committee or other members of this Con-
yentiou,
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On motion of Mr. Wickliffe it was laid

on the table.

By Mr. Cromwell, of Orleans:

R^soh-'i'l, That the State of Louisiana
shaU never assume or pay iiny debt or obli-

gation contracted or incurred in aid of the

rebellion. Nor shall this State ever in any
manner claim from the United States or

make any allowance or compensation for

.slaves emancipated or liberated in any way
whatever.

On motion of Mr. Lndeling, of Ouachita,

it was referred to Committee on General

Provisions.

By Mr. Belden, of Orleans:

Jiesolr&l, That the p/^r diem of the Pres-

ident of tins Convention shall be double
that of the other members thereof.

The President, Mr. Taliaferro, requested

the Convention not to pass the resolution,

and stated that he did not desire more pay

than the other members.

Mr. Belden, of Orleans, stated that it

wa.s nothing more than the nsual practice

in all legislative bodies to make this com-

plimentary distinction between the Presi-

dent and the other members.

Mr. Wickliffe, of Orleans, moved to

adopt it.

And the resolution was adoj^ted nnan-

imously.

Mr. Jones, of Orleans, called up the fol-

lowing ordinance of Mr. Blaekbnrn which

had been recommended to the Convention

in the report of the sijecial committee

adopted yesterday.

An Ordinance to provide means to defray
the expenses of the Constitutional Con-
vention of the State of Louisiana, })y the
issue of bonds of the State lor three
hundred thousand dollars, ($300,000)
Iwaring interest of eight per cent, per an-

num, and to provide for the redemi^tiou
of said bonds :

Section 1. We, the people of the State
of Louisiana, in Convention assembled, in

accordance with the act of the Congress of

the United States of America, passed March
the 23d, 1867, do declare and ordain, and
it is hereby declared and ordained, that the
president of the Convention be and he is

hereby authorized and directed to issue

bonds of this State to be signed by him and
countersigned by the chairman of the
Committee on Contingent Expenses, and to

be sealed with the seal of the State, to the
amount of three hundred thousand dollars,

payable in two years from date of issue,

with interest at the rate of eight per cent,

per annum to be paid with the principal at

the marurity of said bonds ; and for the
payment oi these bonds and interest the
faith of the state of Louisiana to be and is

hereby unconditionally jjledged to the
holders thereof.

Sec. 2. Bi; iffm'tJier decktredand ordained,

That for tlie payment of said bonds and in-

terest the sum of one hundred and seventy
tliousaud dollars (170,000) shall be annually
s{!t apart as a special fund by tlie State
Treasurer, from the first monies received
in the State treasury, beginning with first

day of January. Anno Domini, eighteen
hundred and sixty-eight, and continuing
until the final extinction by payment of said
bonds and interest.

Sec. 3. Beitfurlher declared and ordained.
That in order to provide for the extinc-

tion of said bonds y.nd interest, the Au-
ditor of the State is hereby dire(;ted to de-
termine what rate of additional taxation
on the total uKsessed value of all the tax-

able min-able and immovable property of
the State is necessary for the payment of

said bonds and interest; and when ascer-

tained, it shaU be his duty, and he is hereby
directed to notify the sheriffs and tax col-

lectors of the State, tlie rate of the additional

taxation as ascertained, and which addi-

tional tax is hereby fixed and declared law-

ful; and shall be levied upon all the taxable

movable and immovable property of the
State, that may have been assessed; and it

shall be the duty of the sheriffs and tax

coLloctors, and who are hereby directed to

coUect said tax, and the collection of the

same shall be enforced as the 'aw pro\ddes
or may hereafter provide for the collection

of taxes.

Sec. 4. Be itfurther declared and ordained,

TJiat Sfdd bonds shall be in amounts of

twenty-five, fifty, one hundred, five him-
(Ired, and thousanddollars with interest of

eight per cent, per annum ; they shall be re-

ceival)le any date after issue, ydih. interest

calculated and allowed up to date of re-

ccujit, by the sheriffs, tax collectors, and
State Treasurer for all State taxes or other

I)ublic dues, as well as for the sale of pub-
he lauds.

Sec. 5. Be it furtJ/er declared andordained,
That the, sum of six thousand dollars be
and the same is hereby ajjpropriated from
the proceeds of the sale of said bonds, to

pay the expenses of hthographing and
printing said bonds.

Sec. 6. Be it/nrther declared and ordained.

That the chairman of the Committee
on Contingent Expenses be authorized and
he is hereby empowered to appoint a per-

son, who shall have said bonds lithe-
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graphed and printed, and negotiate the

'

same on terms the most favorable to be ob-

tained.

Sec. 7. B''. itfurther declared and ordained.

That the proceeds of the .sale of said

bonds' shaU be deposited in the State treas- i

iiry, and so much as may be required to

defray the expenses of this Convention .shall
|

be warranted ujion the President of this
\

Convention and countersigned by the
|

chairman of the Committee on Contingent
Expenses, and the State Treasurer shall x:)ay i

the same; and the balance of the money so

used shall be by the State Treasurer placed •

to the credit of the general fund and re-

!

served until the meeting of the General As-
j

sembly elected under the pro\"isions of the
Constitution of this Convention, to be used
as they may direct.

Mr. Jones, of Orleans, moved to adopt

the ordinance and demanded the pre\dous

qiiestion thereuj^on which was ordered by a

majority of the Convention.

The ayes and nays were called for and

seconded by one fifth of the members

present, and the Secretary proceeded to call

the roll.

And the ordinance was adopted—ayes 55,

nays 32—as follows :

Yeas : Baker, Belden , Blackbum, Blan-
din, Bonseigneur, Brown, Burrel, Crom-
well, Cuney, Demarest, P. G. Deslonde,
Donato, Dupart, Duplcssis, Esnard, Fran-
cois, Gair, Gardiner, Harper, Hampstead,
Hiestand, Ingraham, li. H. Isabelle, Jones,

Eange, Leroy, J. B. Lewis, Pt. Le^^ds,

Marie, Massicot, Meadows, McLeran, Mor-
ris, Mose^, Murrel, Newsham, Oliver,

Pierce, Pinchback, Poindexter, Pollard,

Reagan, Reese, Riard, Schwab, Smith,
Snaer, Scott, Snider, Tinchant, T^vitcllell,

Valfroit, "Wickliffe, Williams, Wilson—55.

Nays: Barret, Bertonneau, Bonnefoi,
Butler, Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Depasseau,
Douglass, Duparte, FergTison, Gould, Gui-
chard, Harris, Harrison, T. Isabelle, Kelso-
Landers, LudeUng, Lynch, Martin, McMil,
Ian, Mashaway, Myers, Packard, Riggs,
Roberts, Rodriguez, Thibaut, Underwood,
Vandergritf, Waples—32.

Mr. Cromwell, of Orleans, moved to re-

consider.

Mr. Smith, of Orleans, moved to lay the

motion to reconsider on the table. Adopted.

By Mr, Tinchant, of Orleans:

Whereas, By the acts of the United
States Congress, known as MiHtary Recon-
struction acts, and by the acts supplement-
ary thereto, this Convention is empowered

not only to make a Constitution, but to found
a civil government; therefore, be it

Resolved, That this Convention shall im-
mediately take prompt measures to form, a
civil government loyal to tlie United States,
and iso enacted as to have it thorouglily
organized throughout the State previous to
submitting the Coustitiition to the people
for ratification.

Which hes over, and 200 copies were or-

dered to be printed.

By Mr. Smith, of Orleans :

Whbkeas, This Conveutien has now-
been in session sixteen days, and made Little

or no progress toward the framing of a
Constitution ; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Constitution cf 1864
be so amended as to secure the equal rights
and privileges of all citizens, without re-
gard to race, color, or previous condition,
and that said Constitution so amended
be accejited as the Constitution of tlie

State of Louisiana by the Convention of
1867.

Resoked furtlier, That on the adoption of
said Constitution, thi =, Convention shall ad-
joiu-n siibject only to the authority of
Congress.

Lies over.

By Mr. T^itchell, of Bienville

:

Whekeas, It has repeatedly come to the
ears of members of tiiis Convention that
portions of the pubHc printing were being
performed by presses of known antagonism,
to reconstruction, thereby defeating the
intent of this Convention, to patronize
only the loyal press; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing
be and are hereby instructed to investigate
the truth or hdsity of these rumors, and re-
port to this Convention at an early day.

Referred to Committee on Printing.

Mr. Wicklifte, of Orleans, called up the

foUov/ing resolution:

Whereas, It has been charged by the
enemies of the colored race in the State of
Louisiana that it is the design of the col-
ored race to gi t control of this State, and
destroy the white race therein, and Afric-
anize the S ate; and

Whereas, It is boldly asserted by the
enemies of the colored race that they are
leagued together by secret organizations,
and are armed and equijiped for the pur-
pose of carrying out this terrible plan; and
Whereas, Petitions are now being circu-

lated in this State for the purpose of re-
ceiving subscriptions of names of promi-
nent citizens to these petitions in order that
they may be forwarded to the President of
the United States, to induce him to take
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action so as to jireveut this pretended out-

rage; and
Whekeas, This whole effort is but a plot

to justify the President in attempting the

accomplishment of such measures iis will

inevitably lead to a disruption of this gov-

ernment, and thus inaugurate a second,

and as these ntIc schemers hope, successful

r(!bcllion against the government of the

United States ; and
Whereas, If this dangerous scheme be

perfected, it will result not only in the

ultimate destruction of this Government,
but in the reduction of this newly enfran-

chised race again to the chains of slaver^',

with all its concomitants, injustice, oppres-

sion, and horrors ; therefore.

Resolved, That the members of this Con-
vention, as the legal representatives of this

long abused and outrageously slandered

people, do solemnly enter our protest

against this vile slander on the great body
of our constituents; and being fresh from
these peoi^le, and thoroughly conversant

with their wishes, desires and intentions,

solemnly and earnestly deny the truth of

all such charges, and declare to the world
that there is not one word of truth in them.

Resolved, That as loyal citizens of the

United States, we denounce the action of

these political schemers against the Govern-
ment of the United States, and against the

rights of man, and warn the President, Con-
gress and the people of the United States

of the foul plot and dangerous scheme of

these men.
Resolved, That we denounce all men who

give credence to this unfounded slander and
assist in circulating the same.

Resolved, That we earnesstly petition Con-
gress to appoint a committee to investigate

all such charges, and thus disjtbuse the

minds of the friends of the long and stiU

abused race tiiroughout the Union.
Resolved, That the Seoretaiy bo required

to furnish a copy of thase roflolutions, and
mail the same immediately to the President,

the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and the President of the Senate.

Which, after some discussion, was recom-

mitted to the mover at his request.

On motion of Mr. Pinchback, of Orleans,

the report of the Committee on Militia was

sent back to the Official Printer for cor-

rection of several material errors therein.

By Mr. Smith, of Orleans

:

Whekeas, There has been no committee
appointed to investigate the city charter of

New Orleans; and
Whereas, The Legislature of 18G7, by

its enactments passed laws dcpri%-ing loyal

citizens of rights clearly enjoyed under the

Constitution of the United States; there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That a committee of nine be
api^cjinted by the chair, to be known as a
Committee on City Charter, whose duty it

shall be to examine said charter and report
to the Convention the changes deemed ne-
cessary to secure the equal rights of all

citizens of said city, without regard to race,
color, or previous condition.

Lies over.

On motion to allow the several com-
mittees time to complete their reports the

Convention adjourned till Monday next at

10 V^ o'clock A. M.

A tnie copy :

WM. AGGERS, Secretary.

SEVENTEENTH DAY.
New Orleans, Monday, Dec. 16, 1867.

At 10)<( o'clock a. m. the Convention was

called to order.

President Taliaferro in the chair.

The roll was called and the following

delegates answered to their names

:

Messrs. Taliaferro, liarret, Bonseigneur,
Bertonneau, Blandin, Bonnefoi, Brown,
Butler, Cooley, Crawford, Cromwell, Cuney,
Dearing, Demarest, Depasseau, Donato,
Duparc, Duplessis, Edwards, Francois,
Gair, Gardiner, Gould, Guichard, Harper,
Harrison, Hempstead, Hiestand, Kelso,
Landers, I^auge, Leroy, Lewis J. B. , Lewis
Richard, Ludeliug, Marie, Martin, Mas-
sicot, Meadows, McLeran, Morris, Moses,
Murrel, Mushaway, Myers, Newsham-,
Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Poindexter, Pol-

lard, Reese, Riard, • Schwab, Snaer, Scott,

Snider, St-eele, Thibaut, 'linchant, Twit-

chell, Waples, Wickliffe, Williams, Wil-
son—66 members present.

Prayer by Rev. Josiah Fist

The Journal of the preceding day "was

read and adopted.

KEPOBTS OF STANDIKO OOMltflTTKBS.

The Committee on Legislative depart-

ment, Mr. Barret, of Union, chairman, eub-

mitted the following report:

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE LEGIS-
LATIVE.

The Committee on the Legislative beg

leave to rei^ort as follows:

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

Article 1. The Legislative j^ower of the
State shall be vested in two distinct

branches. The one to be styled "the-

House of Representatives," the other "th^
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Senate," and both, "the General Assembly
of the State of Louisiana."

Akt. 2. The members of the House of

Eeijresentatives shall continue in service

for two years from the day of the closing of

the general elections.

Art. 3. Eepresentatives shall be chosen

on the first Monday in November every two

years, and the election shall be completed

in one day. The General Assembly shall

meet generally on the first Monday in Jan-

uary, unless a different day be appointed

by law, and their sessions shall be held at

the seat of government.
Art. 4. Every elector, under this Consti-

tution shall be eligible to a seat in the House
of Representatives; and every elector who
has reached the age of twenty-eight years,

shall be eligible to the Senate: Provided,

That no person shall be a Representative or

Senator, unless at the time of his election,

he be a qualified elector of the representa-

tive or senatorial district from which he is

elected.

Art. 5. Elections for members of the

General Assembly shall be held at the

several election precincts established by
law.

Akt. 6. Representation in the House
of Representatives shall be equal and uni-

form, and shall be ascertained and regu-

lated by the number of qualified electors;

each parish in the State being entitled to

at least one representative. An enumera-
tion of the (Qualified electors of this State,

by the State authorities, shall be made in

1868, a second in 1875 ; and an enumera-
tion shall be made regularly every ten
years thereafter, for the purpose of ascer-

taining the total population, as well as the
number of qualified electors in each jiarish

and election district ; and in case of in-

formahty, omission or error, in the census
returns from any district, the Legislature

shall order a new census taken in such
parish or election district.

Aet. 7. At the first session of the Legis-
lature, after the making of each enumera-
tion, the Legislatiire shall apportion the
representation amongst the several parishes
and election districts, on the basis of quali-

fied electors as aforesaid. A representative
number shall be fixed and each parish and
election district shall have as many repre-

sentatives as the aggregate number of its

electors will entitle it to have, and an addi-
tional representative for any fraction ex-
ceeding one half of the representative num-
ber. The number of representatives shall

never exceed one hundred and twenty, nor
less than ninety.

Aet. 8. Until an apportionment shall be
made, and elections held under the same,
in accordance with the first enumeration to

6

be made as directed in Art. No. 6, the
rejjresentation in the Senate and House of

l^resentatives shall be as follows: For th©
parish of Orleans,and to be elected as follows:

First Representative District 2
Second
Third
Fourth
Fifth
Sixth
Seventh
Eighth
Ninth
Tenth

Orleans, rightbank I

Ascension 2

Assumption 2
Avoyelles 2
Baton Rouge, East 3
Baton Rouge, West 1

BienviUe 1

Bossier 2
Caddo 3

Calcasieu 1

CaldweU 1
CarroU 2
Catahoula 1

Claiborne 2
Concordia 2
DeSoto 2
FeUciana, East 2
Fehciana, West 1

Frankhn 1

Hoerville 2
Jackson 1

Jefterson 4
Lafayette 1

Lafourche 2
Livingston 1

Madison 1

Morehouse 1

Natchitoches 2
Ouachita %
Plaquemine 1
Point Coupee 2
Rapides 3
Sabine 1

St. Bernard 1
St. Charles 1
St. Helena 1
St James 2
St. John Baptist X
St. Landry 4
St. Martin's 2

St. Mary's 2
St. Tammany X
Tensas 2
Terrebonne 2
Union
Vermillion ,

.

Washington
Winn

Total.
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And tlie State shall be divided into the

follo^vino; seuatorial districts, to -wit:

The First, Sei'oiid and Third Eepresen-
tative Districts of New Orleans shall form
one senatorial district and elect tlu*ee Sen-
ators.

The Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Eepresenta-

tive Districts of New Orleans shall form one
district and t4ect two Senators,

The Seventh, Eighth and Ninth Repre-
sentative Districts of New Orleans and the

parish of St. Bernard shall form one district

and elect two Senators.

The Tenth llepresentative District of

New Orleans shaU form a district and elect

one Senator.

Orleans, right Ixink, and the parish of

Plaquemine shall form one district and elect

one Senator.

The parishes of Jeflferson, St. Charles

and St. John Bai)tist, shall form one district

and elect two Senators.

The i^arishes of Ascension and St. James
shall form one district and elect one Sena-

tor.

The parishes of Assumption, Lafourche

and Terrebonne, shall form one district and
elect tAvo Senators.

The parishes of VermiUion and St. Mary-

shall form one district and elect one Sena-

tor.

The parishes of Calcasieu, Lafayette and
St. Landry, shall form one district and elect

two Senators.

The parishes of Livingston, St. He-
lena, Washington and St. Tammany shall

form one district and shall elect one Sen-

ator.

The parishes of Point Coupee, East Fe-
liciana and West Feliciana shall form one
district and elect two Senators.

The parish of East Baton Eouge shall

form one district and elect one Senator.

The parishes of Vv'est Baton Rouge, Iber-

ville and St. Martin shall form one dis-

trict and elect two Senators.

The parishes of Concordia and Avoyelles

shaU form one district and elect one Sen-
ator.

The parishes of Tensas and Frankhn
shaE form one district and elect one Sen-
ator.

The parishes of Carroll, Madison and
Morehouse shall form one district and elect

two Senators.

The parishes of Ouachita and Caldwell
shall form one district and elect one Sena-
tor.

The parishes of Jackson and Union shall

form one district and elect one Senator.

The parishes of Bossier, Bienville and
Claiborne shall form one district and elect

two Senators.

The parish of Caddo shall form one dis-

trict and elect one Senator.
The parishes of DeSoto, Natchitoches

and Sabine shall form one district and elect

two Senators.

The parish of Eajoides shall form one dis-

trict and elect one Senator.

The i^arishes of Catahoula and Winn
shall form one district and elect one Sen-
ator.

Thirty-six Senators in all. '

AiiT. 9. The House of Eepresentatives
shall choose its Speaker and other otiicers.

Akt. 10. Electors, in aU cases, except
tre.ison, felony or breach of the peace, shall

be privileged from arrest during theii' at-

tendance on, going to, and returning from
elections.

Aet. 11. At its first session under this
Constitution, the Legislatiu'e shall provide
l)y law that the names and residence of all

qualified electors shall be registered in
order to entitle them to vote ; but the re-

gistry shall be free of cost to the elector.

Art. 12. No person shall be entitled to
vote at any election held in this State, ex-

cept in the parish of his residence and at

the election precinct in which he is re-

gistered.

AjsT. 13. The members of the Senate
shall be elected for the term of four years,
and when assembled the Senate shall have
power to choose its own officers.

Aet. 14. During every year in which they
apportion representation in the Hoiise of
Eepresentatives, the Legislature shall divide
the State into Senatorial Districts.

Aet. 15. No parish shall be divided in
the formation of a senatorial district, the
parish of Orleans excepted; and whenever
a new pari.sh be (is) created, it shall be at-

tached to the senatorial district from which
most of its territory is taken, or to another
contigTious district, at the discretion of the
Legislature, but shall not be attached to

more than one district. The number of
Senators shall be thirty-six; and they shall

be ajjijortioned among the senatorial dis-

tricts according to the electoral poiDulation
of said districts.

Aet. 16. In aU aj)portionments of the
Senate, the electoral popidation of the whole
State shall be diAdded by the number thirty-

six, and the result produced by this division

shall be the senatorial ratio entitling a sen-

atorial district to a Senator.

Single or contiguous parishes shall be
formed into districts ha\dng a population
the nearest possible to the number entitling

a district to a Senator; and if the apportion-

ment to make a parish or district fall short

of or exceed the ratio, then a district may
be formed having not more than two Sena-
tors, but not otherwise. No new apportion-
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ment shall have the effect of abridging the

term of service of any Senator akeady
elected at the time of making the apportion-

ment. After an enumeration has been
made, as dii'ected in the sixth article, the

Legislature shall not jjass any law till an
jipportionment of representation in both
Houses of the General Assembly be made.

Abt. 17. At the first session of the Gen-
eral Assembly, after this Constitution takes

effect, the Senators shall be di^'ided equally

by lot into two clastes; the seats of the

Senators of the first class to be vacated at

the expiration of the term of the first House
of Eepresentatives; of the second class at

the expiration of the term of the second
Honse of Representatives; so that one half

shall be chosen every two years successively.

In case any district shall have elected two
Senators, said Senators shall vacate their

seats resj)ectively at the end of the terms
aforesaid, and lots shall be drawn between
them.
Art. 18. The first election for Senators

shaU be held at the same time A\ith election

for Eepresentatives; and thereafter there

shall be elections of Senators at the same
time with each general election of Repre-
sentatives, to fill the places of those Sena-
tors whose term of service may have ex-

pired.

Abt. 19. Not less than a majority of the
members of each House of the General
Assembly shall form a quorum to transact

business; but a smaller number may adjourn
from day to day, and shall be authorized by
law to compel the attendance of absent
members.
Akt. 20. Each House of the General

Assembly shall judge of the qualification,

election and returns of its members; but
a contested election shall be dctermin<xl in

such manner as may be prescribed by law.

AuT. 21. Each House of the General
Assembly may determine the rides of its

proceedings, punish a member for disor-

derly conduct, and, with a concurrence of

two thirds, expel a member, but not a
second time for the same offense.

Aet. 22. Each House of the General
Assembly shall keep and publish weekly a
joiumal of its own proceedings, and the
yeas and nays of the members on any
question, at the desire of any two of them,
shall be entered on the journal.

Abt. 23. Each House may punish, by im-
prisonment, any person not a member, for

disrespect and disorderly behavior in its

presence, or for obstructing any of its pro-
ceedings; such imprisonment shall not ex-
ceed ten days for any one offense.

Art. 24. Neither House, diu-ing the ses-

sions of the General Assembly, without the
consent of the other, shall adjoiu'n for more

than three days, nor to any other place
than that in which they may be sitting.

Art. 25. The members ' of the General
Assembly shall receive from the pubhc
treasury a compensation for their services,

v>^hich shall be eight dollars per day during
their attendance, going to and returning
from the sessions oi theii- resijective houses.
This compensation may be increased or
diminished by law, but no alteration shall

take effect dimng the period of ser-sdce of
the members of the House of Representa-
tives by which such alteration shall have
been made. No session shall extend beyond
the period of sixty days, to date from its

commencement. And any legislative action
had after the expiration of said period of

sixty days shaU be null and void; but this

last provision shall not apply to the first

session of the Legislature that shall con-
vene after the adoption of this Constitu-
tion .

Art. 26. The members of the General
Assembly, in all cases except treason,

felony and breach of the jDeace, shall be
privileged from arrc»st during their attend-
ance at the sessions of theii* respective
houses, and going to or returning from
the same ; and for any speech or debate in
either House shall not be questioned in any
other place.

Art. 27. No Senator or Representative
during the term for wliich he was elected,

nor for one year thereafter, shall be ap-
l^ointed to any civil office of profit under
this State, which shall have been created
or the emoluments of which have been in-

creased during the time such Senator or
Representative was in office, excejit to such
offices as may be filled by an election of
the people.

Art. 28. No person, while lie continues
to exercise the functions of a clergyman of
any religi(juK denomination whatever, shall

be eligible to the General Assembly.
Art. 29. No bill shall have the force of a

law, until, on three several days it be read
over in each House of tht: General Assembly,
and free discussion aUowed thereon; imless
in case of urgency four fifths of the house,
where the bill is pending, may deem it ex-
pedient to dispense with this rule.

Art. 30. All bills for raising revenue
shall originate in the House of Representa-
tives; but the Senate may propose amend-
ments as in other bills: Provided, It shall

not introduce any new matter under the
color of an amendment, which does not re-

late to raising rovenue.
Art. 31. The General Assembly shall

regulate by law, by whom and in what man-
ner, ^vaits of election shall be issued to fill

the vacancies which may occur in either

,
branch thereof.
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Abt. 32. Tlie Senate shall vote on the
confirmation or rejection of the officers to

1)6 appointed by the Governor, -with the

advice and consent of the Senate, by yeas
and nays; and the names of the Senators
voting for and against the appointments,
respectively, shall be entered on the
journals to be kept for the purpose, and
made public on or before the end of each
eession.

AuT. 33. Eetums of all elections for

members of the General Assembly shaU be
made to the Secretaiy of State.

Akt. 34. In the year in which a regular
election for a Senator of the United States

is to take place, the members of the General
Assembly shall meet in the hall of the House
of Representatives ou the Second Monday
following the meeting oi the Legislature,

and proceed to said el(H-tion.

Jno. L. Baijeet, Chairman;
John Lyxch,
T. S. Ckawfoed,
S. R. Moses,
S. B. Packakd,
Aexold Beetonneau.

And moved that 200 copies be printed

and the report referred immediately to Com
mittee on Draft of Constitution.

The Committee on General Provisions,

Mr, Crawford, of Caldwell, chairman, pre-

sented the foUow^ing majority report

:

MAJOKirX KEPOET OF THE COMMITTEE ON
GENEKAL PEOVISIONS.

To the President ana r^ieiuhPTs <if the Constitutional
Convention of tin- .Statf ol' Louisiana :

The undersigned, members of the Com-
mittee on General Provisions, respectfully

submit the following rej)ort, which they
recommend may be adopted:

Atbiole 1. Every male person of the
age of twenty-one years or upwards, ex-

cepting paupers, persons under interdiction

and those disfninchised by this Constitii-

tion, who shall be a citizen of the United
States, and who shall have been an inhabi-
tant of this State one year next preceding
an election, and tlie last six months within
the parish in which he offers to vote, shall

be deemed an elector. After the first of

January, one thousand eight hundred and
seventy-two, no one shall be entitled to

Tote in this State tmless he can read and
write; Provided, That no person shall be
deprived of the right to vote who shall be
entitled to vote for or against the ratifica-

tion of this Constitution. No elector shall

be permitted to vote at any election who
shaU not have paid the taxes due by him
to the State at tlie time he offers to vote.

Aet. 2. The i'ollo^nng jjersons shall be
prohibited from voting or from holding any

I

office of honor, tnist or profit in this State,

,
to wit : All persons who shaU have been

I convicted of treason, perjury, forgery,

I

bribery, or other crime punishal)le by im-
I jjrisonment at hard labor ; all paupers and
i persons under interdiction and all leaders
or officers of guerrilla bands during the late

war or rebellion. The following persons
are prohibited from voting or holding any
office of honor, trust or j^rofit in this >tate,

until after the first of January, one thou-
sand eiglit himdred and seventy-eight, to
wit: All i^ersons who, before the first of
June, one thousand eight hundred and
sixty-one, held the office of Vice-President,
Secretary of State, Secretaiy of War,
Secretaiy of the Interior, Secretary of the
Treasury, Postmaster General, or Attorney
General of the United States, diialomt.tic

agents of the United States, members of
Congress, Judges of the Supreme, Circuit
and District Courts of the United States,

commissioned officers of the army or navy
of the United States, Governors and Lieu-
tenant Governors of this State or of other
States, State Senators, Judges of the Su-
preme and District Courts of this State,

Judges of the Courts of last resort of other
States, and who approved or encouraged
the secession of this State or any other
State before the first day of June, one thou-
sand eight hundred and sixty-one, and
members of secession conventions who
voted for or signed the ordinance of seces-

sion.

Art. 3. Members of the General Assem-
bly and all other officers, before they enter
upon the duties of their offices shaU take
the following oath or affirmation: I, (A. B.),

do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will

support the Constitution and laws of the
United States, and the Constitution and
laws of this State, and that I will faithfully

and impartially discharge and perform all

the duties incumbent on me as , ac-

cording to the best of my ability and un-
derstanding. So help me God.
Aet. 4. Treason against the State shall

consist only in levying war against it, or
adhering to its enemies—giving them aid
and comfort. No person shall be convicted
of treason except on the testimony of two
witnesses to the same overt act, or on his

confession in oi^en court.

Aet. 5. All jDenalties shall be proportion-
ed to the nature of the offense.

i^ET. 6. The privilege of free suffrage

shall be supported by laws regulating elec-

tions, and prohibiting, under adequate
penalties, all undue influence thereon from
power, bribery, tumult or other improper
practice.

Art. 7. No money shall be drawn from
the Treasury but in pursuance of specific
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appropriations made by law ; a regular

statement and account of receijits and ex-

penditures of all i^ublic monies sliaU be
made annually in such manner as shall be
prescribed by law.

Art. 8. Ail civil officers of the State at

large shall be voters of and reside mthin
the State ; and all district or pajvish officers

shall reside within their respective districts

or parishes, and shall keej:) their offices at

such place therein as may be required by
law.
Art. 9. AH ci-vil officers shall be remova-

ble by an address of two thirds of the mem-
bers elect to each House of the General As-

sembly, except those whose removal is other-

wise pro\'ided for by this Constitution.

Akt. 10. In all elections by the people
the vote shall be taken by ballot ; and in

all elections by the Senate and House of

Rei^resentatives, jointly or seperately, the

vote shall be given viva voce.

Abt. 11. No member of Congress or per-

son holding or exercising any office of ti-ust

or profit under the United States or under
any foreign power, shall be eligible as a

member of the General Assembly, or hold
or exercise any office of trust or profit under
this State.

Akt. 12. None but citizens of the United
States and of this State shall be appointed
to any office of trust or profit in this State.

Art. 13. The laws, public records and
the judicial and legislative -wTitten proceed-
ings of the State shall be promulgated,
j)reseiwed and conducted in the English
language.

AiiT. 14. No jjower of suspending the
laws of this State shall be exercised except
by the General Assembly.

Art. 15. Prosecutions shall be by indict-

ment or information. The accused shall be
entitled to a sjieedy public trial by an im-
partial jiuy of the jjarish in which the
offense was committed, unless the venue be
changed. He shall not be compelled to

give evidence against himself ; he shall

have the right of being heard by himself or

counsel; he shall have the right of meeting
the -fitnesses face to face, and shall have
compulsory process for obtaining Avitnesses

in his favor. He shall not be tried twice

for the same offense.

Art. 16. All persons s-hall be bailable by
sufficient securities, unless for capital of-

fenses where the proof is eAddent or the
presumption gi'eat, or unle^ s after convic-
tion for any crime or offense punishable
Avith dea,th or imprisonment at hard Labor.

The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus
shall not be suspended.

Art. 17. Excessive bail shall not be re-

quired, excessive fines shall not be imposed
nor cruel or unusual piuiishments inflicted.

Art. is. The right of the people to be
secure in their persons, houses, papers and
effects jigaiust iiureasonable searches and
seiziu'es shall not be violated; and no war-
rants shall issue but upon probable cause,

supported by oath or affiimation, parti-

cularly describing the place to be searched
and the thing to be seized.

Art. 19. No exposta fiidn or retroactive

law, nor any law impairing the obligation of
contracts, shall be passed, nor vested rights

be divested, unless for })arposes of pubKo
utiUty and for adequate compensation pre-
viously made.

Art. 20. AU courts shall be open, and
every x^erson, for any injury done him in
his lands, goods, person or reputation, shall

have adequate remedy by due coiu'se of

law, and right and justice administered
without denial or unreasonable delay.

Art. 21. The jiress shall be free; every
citizen may freely speak, unite and pubHsh
his sentiments on all subjects, being re-

sponsible for the abuse of this liberty.

Art. 22. Whenever the General Assem-
bly shall contract a debt exceeding ia
amount the sum of cue hundred thousand
dollars, unless in case of war, to repel
invasion or suppress insiu'rection, it shall

in the law creating the debt provide ade-
quate ways and means for the payment of
the current interest and of the princii^al

when the same shall become due, and the
said law shall be irrepealable unless prin-

cipal and interest be fully paid, or unless
the repealing law contains some adequate
provision for the payment of the principal

and interest of the debt.

Art. 23. The General Assembly shall

l^rovide by law for aU change of venue in
civil and memorial cases.

Art. 24. The General Assembly may
enact general laws regulating the adoption
of children, emancipation of minors and the
granting of divorces ; but no special law
shall be passed relating to particular or in-

dividual cases.

Art. 2-5. Every law passed by the Gen-
eral Assembly shall embrace but one object,

and that shall be ex})ressed in the title.

Art. 26. No law shall be revived or
amended by reference to its title ; but in
such case the revived or amended section

shall be re-enacted and published at length.

Art. 27. The General Assembly shall

never adopt any system or code of laws by
general reference to such system or code of

laws ; but in all cases, shall specify the
severiil provisions of tlie law it may enact.

Art. 28. No person shall hold or exercise,

at the same time, more than one office of

trust or profit except that of Jiistice of the
Peace or Notary Public.

Art. 29. Taxation shall be equal and
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uniform throughout the State ; all proper-
ty shall be taxed in proportion to its value,

to be ascertained as dii-ected by law ; the
General Assembly shall have power to ex-

empt from taxation property actually used
for church, school or charitable purposes.
The General Assembly shall le-sy an income
tax upon all persons pursuing any occui)a-

tion, trade or calling, and all such persons
shall obtain a license, as j^rovided by law,

all tax on income shall be pro rata on the
amount of income or l)usines3 done. The
General Assembly shall levy a poll tax on
all male inhabitants of this State, over
twenty-one years old, for school purposes,
which tax shall never exceed one dollar and
fifty cents in any one year.

Akt. 30. The General Assembly shall

have power to extend this Constitution and
the jurisdiction of this State over any tei*-

ritory acquii-ed 1 )y compact with any other
State or the United States, the same being
done by the consent of the United States..

Akt. 31. None of the lands granted by
Congress to the State of Louisiana for aid-

ing in constructing the necessary levees and
drains to reclaim the swamp and overplowed
lands of the State, shall be diverted from
the i^urpose for which they were granted

Art. 32. No liability, either State, paro-
chial or municipal, shall exist for any debts
contracted for, or in the interest of the re-

bellion against the tnited States Govern-
ment.

Aet. 33. The General Assembly may de-
termine the mode of filling vacancies in all

offices for wliich provision is not made in
this Constitution.

AnT. 34. The General Assembly shall

pass no law requiring a property qualifica-

tion for office.

Abt. 35. All officers shall continue to

discharge the duties of their offices until

their successors shall have been inducted
into office.

Abt. 36. The General Assembly shall

provide by law tor the iirotection of the
rights of married women to their para-
phernal property and for the registration of

the same, but no mortgage or privilege
shall hereafter atfect third parties unless
recorded in the pai-ish where the projierty
to be affected is situated. The tacit mort-
gages and privileges now existing in this
State shall cease to have effect against third
persons after the first day of January, one
thousand eight hundred and seventy, unless
duly recorded. The General Assembly
shall provide by law for the registration of
all mortgages and pri^aleges.

Art. 37. The General Assembly at its

first session under this Constitiition shall
provide an annual pension for the veterans
of 1814 and 1815.

Art. 38. The General Assembly at its

first session under this Constitution shaU
provide by law for the registration of vo-
ters throughout the State, and no one shall
be permitted to vote until registered.

Akt. 39. The seat of government shall

be estabUshed at the City of Baton Rouge,
and shall not be removed without the con-
sent of two- thirds <jf the meml)ers of both
Houses of the General Assembly.

T. S. Ckawfoed, Chairman;
L. W. BaivEe,
Chakles Leroy,
w. h. coolev,
JnO. J. LtJDEIilNft.

Mr. Crawford also made a verbal report,

as follows:

Resolutions offered by Messrs. Cromwell,
"Wilson, Depasseau, Leroy and Ingraham,
have been considered by the committee,
and their views thereof embodied in the
report. Resolutions of Messrs. R. H. Isa-

belle and Wilson were reported back as

embracing subjects not within the scope of
the Committee or the Constitution.

Mr. Mushaway, of Orleans, moved to

l^rint 200 copies, and to refer to Committee

on Draft of the Constitution. Adopted.

Committee on Ordinance and Schedule

reported jn'Ogress.

The Committee on Enrollment submitted

the foUomng report

:

To the Piesitlent and Members of the Conveution :

Gentlemen—Finding it an impossibility

for the Convention to transact its business
properly withoiit the necessary clerks, the
committee as per resolution passed author-
izing standing committees to appoint a
clerk when deemed necessary, woidd respect-

fully represent that we have this day ap-
pointed T. H. Noland Chief Enrolling Clerk,

which we resi)ectfuUy submit.

Mr. Smith, of Orleans, moved to confirm

the nomination of T. H. Noland, as Chief

Enrolling Clerk. Adopted.

Committee on Contingent Expenses—Re-

port i^rogress.

Committee on Draft of the Constitution—

^

No progi-ess.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS.

By Mr. Smith, of Orleans :

Mr. Smith, under this head, called up Ms
resolution relative to the amendment of

the Constitution of 1864, and its adoption

as the Constitution of 1867. Laid on the

table.

Mr. Cromwell, of Orleans, moved to lay

on the table. Adopted.
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Mr. CromweU, of Orleans, on heiialf of

the minority of the Committee on General

Provisions submitted the following report:

MINORITY KEPOET OF THE COMMITTEE ON

GENKRAIi PKOYISIONS.

To tlic President and ilemljers of the Constitutional
Convention of the State of Louisiana

:

The nndersigned dissent from the report

of the majority of the committee, and re-

spectfully submit their own objection, as to

the oath of members of the General As-
sembly and all other State or parish officers

;

Ave recommend the oaths herein set forth

for officers, before entering on their re-

S]3ective offices, and j^ersons, who may wish
to register, to vote, and others that we have
not time to report.

E. I. CROMWEIil;,
R. G. Gaedinek.

QUAEiriCATIONS OF AISL OFFICERS IN THE
STATE.

Members of the General Assembly, and
all officers, before they enter upon the
duties of their offices, shall take the follow-

ing oath or affirmation: "I do solemnly
swear (or affirm) that I have never volun-
tarily borne arms against the United States

since I have been a citizen thereof; that I

have given no voluntai-y aid, countenance,
counsel, or encouragement to jjersons en-
gaged in armed hostility thereto; that I
have never sought nor accepted, nor at-

tempted to exercise the functions of any
office whatever ; under any authority or pre-
tended authority, in hostility to the United
States; that I have not yielded a vohintary
support to any pretended government,
authority, power or constitution "within

the United States, hostile or inimical there-

to, and did not wilfully desert from the
military or naval service of the United
States, or leave this State to avoid the draft
during the rebellion; and that I will sup-
port the Constitution and laws of the
United States, and of this State, and that
I "vvill faithfully and impartially discharge
and perform all the duties incumbent on
me as , according to the best of my
abilities and understanding. So help me
God."
Art. 1. Government is instituted for the

security, benefit^ and protection of the peo-
ple, in whom all political power is inheraut,
together with the right to alter, modify or
reform such government whenever the pub-
lic good may require it.

WHO ARE DISFRANCHISED.

Art. 2. No person a citizen of this State
shall be disfranchised but the following
classes of persons: First. Persons who.
during the late rebelUon, inflicted or caused
to be inflicted, any cruel or unusal punish-

ment uiDon any solders, sailors, marines,
employees or citizens of the United States,

or who in any other wtiy violated the mlefe

of ci^-ihzed warfare. Second. No soldier,

saUor, or marine in the military or naval
service of the United States shall hereafter

acquire a residence by reason of being
stationed on duty in this State. Third. All

persons who signed the ordinance of seces^

sion. Fourth. Those who may be disquali-

fied from holding office l)y the proposed
amendment to the Constitution of the
United States, known as 14th article.

Fifth. And those who have been disqualified,

from registering to vote for delegates tb

frame a Constitution for the Stat^e of Louis-
iana, under the act of Congress to provide
for the more efficient government of the
rebel States, passed by Con;:;ress, March 2,

1867—and the acts supplementary thereto,

except such persons as have accepted the
public eqaaUty, political and civil rights

and 73rivileges of all persons, without re-

gard to their previous condition of servitude

of race, and have aided in the reconstruc-
tion proposed by Congress.
Art. 3. It shall be the duty of the Gen-

eral Assemljly to provide, from time to time,

for the registration of electors.

OATH OR QFALIFICATIONS FOR REGISTEEINGt.

Art. 4. All persons, before registering,

must take and subscribe to the following
oath : "I do solemnly swear {or affirm) that

I will supi^ort and maintain the Constitu-

tion and laws of the United States, and the
Constitution and laws of the State of
Louisiana ; that I am not excluded from
registering by any clause, section or article

in the Constitution of this State ; that I
will never counteuauce or aid in the seces-

sion of this State from the United States ;

that I accept the j^ubiic, laolitical, and civil

equality of all men, and agree not to at-

tempt to deprive any person or persons, on
account of race, color or pre'sious condition
of any jjoHtical or civil rights and pubUc
privileges or immunitits enjoyed by any
class of men ; and, furthermore, that I will

not in any way injure or countenance in

others, any attempt to injure any person or
persons on account of past or present sup-

port of the Government of the United
States and laws of the United States, in

the principles of the public, political and
ci\il equality of all men.

QUAIiTFICATIONS FOR FOREIGNERS.

Art. 5. No person of foreign birth shall

be entitled to vote, or shall be ehgible in

this State to office, unless he shall have re-

sided within the United States for twenty-
one years and naturalized: Provided, That
this article shall not alTect the rights which
any person of foreign birth possessed.
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at tlift time of the adoption of this Cou-
stitutiou.

Art. (5. The Legislature shall have fuU
power to exc-lude from the privilege of
electing or bt'iug elected any person con-
victed of l)ril)ery, perjury or rebellion.

Akt. 7. No proi>erty qualitication for
eligibility to office, or for the right of suf-

frage, shall be ever rec|iiired by law in this
(State.

Abt. 8. Every person shall be disquali-
fied and prohibited from holding any office

of tru.st or pruiit ia this State, anil shall
be excluded from the right of suffrage, who
shall have been civil -or diplomatic officers

or agents of tlie Confedtrate States of
America, or who have left judicial stations
under the United States (ir the State of
Louisiana to aid in the rebellion against
the authority of tlie United States, or who
shall have left the army or navy of the
United States and joined the Confederate
States army or na^y; all officers. Captains
and above the rank of Captains in the army,
and all Lieutenants or above the rank of
Lieutenants in the navy; all who left seats
in the United States Cougi-ess or seats in
the Legislature of this State or any State to
aid in rebellion, or persons who have been
engaged in treating, otherwise than law-
fully as jirisouers of war, jjersons found in
the United States service as officers, sol-

diers, seamen, or in any other capacities,
or persons who held offices under the Gov-
ernment of the Confederate States for the
purjiose of aiding rebellion, shall be denied
the elective franchise in this State for their
lifetime.

Akt. 9. The privilege of free suffrage
shall be suppoi-tod ay laws regulating elec-
tions, and prohil)iting nnder severe penal-
lies or i3unishment all undue influence
thereon from j^ower, bribery, tumult or
other improper practice.

Mr. Crane, of Orleans, moved that 200

copies be printed. Adopted.

Mr. Blackburn, of Claiborne, called up
the rcjDort of the Committee on Printing:

KEPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PKTNTING.
TotbeProsirtont and gentloniou of tlie Convoution:
The Committee on Printing, after care-

fully examining and comparing former
lates and contracts for such works, re-
spectfully ask leave to recommend the fol-

lowing rates of comijensation to be allowed
the Official Printer of this Convention, viz

:

No. 1. For the first one thousand copies
of the journal of the Convention, in book
fomi, printed in bourgeois type, the pages
to be of the usual size of such work, and
to be foldcNl and stiched in the ordinary
style, five dollars vnH he allowed for each
page, and for every one thousand co^Dies,

I after the first one thousand, three dollars

j

iier page ; and in the same proportion for
i fractions of one thousand copies.

;
No. 2. For all documents, reports, or

I

other matter than the journal of the Con-
\ enti(m, printed in Ijook or pamphlet form,

I

ccnujioscd in bourgeois, the pages to be of
tlie same length and breadth as the journal,

[

five dollars per ]iage for the first two hun-
dred cojoies, and for every additional two
hundred coj^ies tliree dollars per page.

' F(n- resolutions, memorials or reports of
,
committees, printed on foolscap or similar

I

sized pai)er, composed in bourgeois type,
thirty-six ems wide and ninety-five lines in
length, for the first two hundred cojjies

I

eight dollars per page ; and for each adi-

j

tional hundred copies four dollaVs per page.

I

For all matter marked "official," and

I

published in the offiicial jommal, one dollar

jjer square, of the space of ten agate hues,
for the first insertion ; and fifty cents for
each subsequent insertion.

Your committee Avoiild suggest that this

estimate is in the main, at lower rates than
have heretofore beenjallowed for similar work
while the price of commijositicm and the
cost of jn-iuting material generally is now
much higher.
Your committee would, therefore, most

respectfully ask that these rates be allowed,
and that the number of the journal order-
ed, in pamphlet form, be twenty-five hun-
dred copies.

Your committee would also report on the
resolutions offered by the honorable mem-
ber from East Eaton Rouge, and the various
amendments (jffered by other members, re-

lative to pul)lishing in other loyal papers
the report of the proceedings of the Con-
vention, as follows :

That the official proceedings of this Con-
vention be published in the following nam-
ed newspajjers : The New Orleans Repub-
lican, the Homer Iliad, the Louisiana In-
telligencer, the St. Landry Progress, the
German Gazette and the Il)en'ilie Pioneer

;

to be paid the same rates allowed the Official

Printer, at Avhich rates your committee has
calculated the aggregate sum will be bixt

comparatively small, when considered in
connection wdth the public utility which
may result from this just distribution of
patronage.

The adoption b}' the Convention of this

recommendation is of gi'oat imjiortance in
acquainting the i)eople of the whole State
with the acts of their jiublic servants, and
will tend materially in aiding the cause of
reconstruction of a loyal government in this

State, founded on principles of time re-

publicanism. With these objects in view,
and considering the eminent justice of the
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measure, your committee offer the accom-
panying resolutions for adoption.

W. Jasper Blackburn,
Chairman Committee on Printing;

Wm. Brown,
M. ViDAIi,

Chas. a. Thibaut,
M. H. TwiTCHELL,
Samuel E. Cuney,
W. H. HiESTAND.

RESOLUTIONS.

Resolved, That the following rates of

compeDsation be allowed the Official Printer
of this Convention, viz:

Eor the first 500 copies of the Journal
of the Convention, in book form, printed
in bourgeois type, the pages to be of the
usual size of such work, and to be folded
and stitched in the ordinary style, five dol-

lars; and for every 500 copies after the first

500, three doUars per page ; and in the same
proportion for fractions of 500 copies.

Eor all documents, reports, or other
matter other than the Journal of the Con-
vention, printed in book or pamphlet form,
composed in bourgeois, the pages to be of
the same length and breadth as the journal,
five dollars per page for the first two hun-
dred copies, and for every additional two
hundred copies three dollars per page.
For resolutions, memoriiUs, or reports of

committees, xninted on foolscap or similar
sized jjaper, composed in bourgeois tjqie,

thirty-six ems wide and ninety-five lines in
length, for the first two hundred copies
eight dollars per page, and for each ad-
ditional hundred copies four dollars per
page.
For all matter marked ' 'official, " and pub-

lished in tJie official journal, one dollar per
square, of the sj^ace of ten agate lines, for the '

first insertion, and fifty cents for each subse-
quent insertion.

Resolved, That the number of the jour-
nal ordered in pamphlet form be twenty-
five hundred coi^ies.

Resolved, That the official proceedings be
published in the foUo^\dng additional news-
papers, viz : The New Orleans Eepublican,
the Homer Iliad, the Louisiana Intelli-

gencer, the St, Landry Progress, the Ger-
man Gazette and the Iberville Pioneer; to
be paid the same rates as the Official Printer.

Mr. Tinchant, of Orleans, moved that

the report be received and the resolutions

acted uj)on seriatim. Adopted.

Mr. Bonseigneur, of Orleans, moved to

amend resolution 1st by striking out 1000

and inserting 200.

Mr. Blackburn, of Claiborne, moved to

amend by inserting 500 in place of 200,

which was accepted by the mover of the

original amendment.
Mr. Coolcy, of Point Coupee, offered the

following substitute

:

For the first 1000 copies, !t?3 per jjage.

and for every 1000 copies after the first

1000 copies, .^ 50.

Laid on the table.

And the amendment of Mr. Bonseigneur,

of Orleans, was adopted.

And the first section of the first resolu-

tion reading as follows:

Resolved, That the following rates of
compensation bo allowed the Official Prin-
ter of this (Convention, viz:

For the first 500 copies of the Journal of
the Convention, in book form, jn-inted in
bourgeois t^ije, the pages to be of the usual
size of such work, and to be folded and
stitched in the ordinary style, five dollars;

and for every 500 copies after the first 500
three dollars per page; and in the same loro-

portion for fractions of 500 copies.

Was adopted.

The second section of the first resolution,

as follows:

For all documents, reports, or other mat-
ter other than the Journal of the Conven-
tion, printed in book or pamphlet form,
composed in bourgeois, the pages to be of
the same length and breadth as the journal,
five dollars per page for the first two hitn-

dred copies, and for every additional two
hundred copies three doUars per page.

Was adopted.

The third section of first resolution, as

foUows

:

For resolutions, memorials or reports of
committees, printed on foolscap or similar
sized paper, composed in bourgeois type,
thirty-six ems wide and ninety-five lines in
length, for the first two hundred copies
eight dollars per page, and for each addi-
tional hundred coioies four doUars per page.

Was adopted.

Tke fourth section of the first resolution,

as follows:

For all matter marked "official," and
published in the official journal, one dollar

per square, of the space of ten agate lines,

for the first insertion ; and fifty cents for
each subsequent insertion.

Was adopted.

The second resolution was read.

Mr. Tinchant, of Orleans, moved to

amend by 2500 copies of the journal in

French. Laid on the table.
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The seconJ rasoliition, as follows:
!

Reaolrcd, Tluit the niunborof the joiiVDal!

ordered iu pamiJhlet form be tweuty-tive

hundred cojjies.

Was adoiited.

Mr. Beldeu was called to the chair.

The third resolution -was read.

Mr. Waples, of Orleans, moved to amend

l)y strilcing out all after the word "resolved,"

and inserting the following:

That the Constitution, Avhen adopted,

shall be jjubhshed weekly in the New Or-

leans Repubhcau, the riomor Iliad, the

New Orleans Advocate, the Monroe Louis-

iana Intelligencer, the Madison Journal and
the Iber\T.lle Pioneer in the English language

;

in theNew Orleans TuiBtrxE and the St. Lan-
dry Progress in the French language; and in

theNew Orleans G-ermau Gazette in the Ger-
man language; for which the in-oprietors

shall be paid respectively the usual rates of

advertising, not to exceed one dollar per
square for the first insertion and fifty cents

per square for each subsequent insertion.

Pending the consideration of which the

Convention, at 4}-^ o'clock, adjourned un-

til to-morrow at 11 o'clock a. m.

A true copy :

WM. AGGERS, Secretary.

EIGHTEENTH DAY.

New Orleans, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 1867.

The Convention, j)ursuant to adjourn-

ment, met at 11 o'clock.

President Taliaferro in the chair.

Roll was called and the following dele-

gates answered to their names

:

Pesident J. G. TaHaferro, Messrs. An-
toine. Baker, Barret, Bertonneau, Blandin,
Bonseigneur, Bonnefoi, Burrel, Butler,

Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Cromwell, Cuney,
Dearing, Demarest, Dei^asseau, P. G. Des-
londe, Donato, Douglass, Duj^arte, Dupart,
Duples.sis, Edwards, Esnard, Francois,
Ferguson, Gair, Gardiner, Gould, Gui-
chard, Harper, Harrison, Harris, Hemp-
stead, Hiestand, Ingraham, T. Isabelle,

Jackson, Jones, Kelso, Landers, Lange,
Leroy, R. Le^nis, Ludehng, Lynch, Marie,
Martin, Massicot, Meadows, McMi Ian,

Moses, Mushaway, Myers, Newsham, Oliver,

Packard, Pierce, Pinchback, Poindexter,
Pollard, Reagan, Reese, Riard, Riggs,
Roberts, Rodriguez, Schwab, Smith, Snaer,
Scott, Snider, Steele, Thibaut, Tinchant,
TwitcheU, Underwood, Valfroit, Vander-
griflf, Vidal, Waples, Wiekliffe, WilUams,
Wilson—85 members present.

The journal of the preceding day was

read and adopted.

ORIGINAL KESOLUTIONS.

By Mr. Smith, of Orleans:

Whereas, Under the authority of the
Military bill, this Convention assembled
for the express purpose of framing a consti-

tution granting equal rights and i^rivileges

to all citizens without regard of race, color
or previoiis condition ; and
Whereas, It has made little or no pro-

gress in the great work for which it con-
vened, thereby endangering liberties and
interests of the newly enfranchised race, as
weU as the agricultural and commercial in-

terest of the State ; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Constitution of 1864
be so amended in title 9, as to read: "No
person shaU be ehgible for the office of

Governar or Lieutenant Governor w'ho
shall not have attained the age of twenty-
five years, and been a resident citizen of the
State of Louisiana four years."

Title 4, article 95, after "free suffrage"
insert ' 'without regard to race, color or pre-

vious condition," and in title 11, article 141,

insert the words ' 'without regard to race, 1

color or previous condition."
Referred to Cbmmittee on Draft of the

Constitution.

By Mr. Hiestand, of Natchitoches:

Art. — . All laws susi^ending the collec-

tion of taxes, whether State, ijarochial or
municipal, are abrogated. No law shall

ever be jjassed authorizing a suspension of
taxation on any property in this State, ex-

cept such as may be rendered valueless. The
O'WTier, by the happening of some physical

|
calamity, in wliich case the Legislature shaU '

designate by law the particular place or
district in which the property so exemj)ted
is situated. Nor shall such exemption con-
tinue for a longer period than one year
after such physical calamity shaU havo
ceased.

Art. —. Taxation shall be equal and uni-

form throughout the State. All property
on which taxes shall be leaded in tliis State
shall be taxed in proportion to its value, to

be ascertained as directed by law. No one
sjjecies of property shall be taxed higher
than any other species of property of equal
value, on which taxes shall be levied. The
Legislature shaU have power to le\-y an in-

come tax and to tax all persons piirsuing

any occupation, trade or profession. No
property shall ever be exemjjt from taxa-

tion, except such as is in actual necessary
use for religious or charitable purposes.

Art. —. No law shall be passed exempt-
ing any person from serving on jury or iu

the militia, except such as are under o
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above the age fixed by law. Such as are in
the actual emijlovment of the State, or a
parochial or muuicipal corporation, or offi-

ciating ministers or priests of religious so-
cieties;

_
Aet. —. Nor corporation created for re-

ligious or charitable purposes shall be per-
mitted to own real estiite, beyond Avliat is

necessary for the transaction of its ordina-
ry business.

Eeferred to Committee on General Pro-
visions.

By Mr. Jones, of Orleans :

"WHEKE.i.s, The initiative has been taken
to establish a national system of cheai:)
freight railways, under the authority of
the Government of the United States, in
accordance with the principles and plan
contained in bills now pending in Congi-ess,
and it having been reasonably demonstrated
that the following results are attainable,
viz :

I. Under the improved plan tenfold
freight power can be achieved over the
double-track railway as now managed.

II. Freights by rail, on the average, may
be reduced to one third or less of present
charges.

in. By the adoption of the proposed islan,
in connection with a steady and careful
policy on the part of the National Govern-
ment, as much could lie saved annually in
the expenses of the people as the yearly
interest of the national debt amounts to.

IV. The adoption and coLsummation
of such national system would result in the
creation of from three to five thousand mil-
lions of taxable proj^erty.

V. That the arterial trunk railv>-ays pro-
posed would so invigorate the present rail-
way system of the United States as to add
to the present lines an average of twenty-
five per cent, to their financial value.
VI. That the production of the United

States, through this agency for increased
development of the resources of the coun-
try, would be doubled in the course of a few
years; therefore,

Resolved, That this Convention approves
the movement now being made in Congress,
beheving it to be of the utmost importance
to the whole people of the United States.

Resolved, That it be and is recommended
to the people of Louisiana, of every party,
race and color, to come to the aid of this
great movement, believing that not onlv
the State of Louisiana, but the whole South-
ern States are more interested in the estab-
lishment of a National svstem of cheap
fi-eight railways than in all other material
measures heretofore devised; and

:
Whereas, The establishment of a na-

Itional system of raUways "by the people
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and for the people," to be ijredicated on
the broadest scale of popular advantage,
may require the aid of the national power
in finance, as well as that of the individual
States in combination ; it is further

Resolved, That it shoul4 be the first care
of every State to maintain its public credit
and pubhc faith inviolate, while the people
of every State should insist upon the main-
tenance of the public faith and credit of
the National Government.

Resolved, That these resolutions, after
passage, be engrossed, and a copy trans-
mitted to each House of Congress.
Lies over.

Mr. Jones moved that 100 copies be
printed. Adopted.

Mr. Tinchant, of Orleans, moved that
in order to speedily complete its labors,

this Convention will hold night sessions
and assemble every evening at seven o'clock
p. M.

Mr. Cromwell, of Orleans, moved to lay
on the table. Adopted.
By Mr. Steele, of Tensas:

Wheeeas, There are loyal men in this
State who have assisted in reconstruction,
but v/ho are disfranchised under the Ee-
construction bill, and
Whereas, Congress has provided, upon

proper representation, for the removal of
disabilities in such cases; therefore, be it

Resolved, That a special committee, to
consist of five members, shall be appointed
by the President, whose duty it shall be to
receive from the diiferent members, and re-
port to this Convention, the names of such
loyal men in this State as are disfranchised,
that the Convention may memorialize Con-
gress, asking for the removal of disabilities
in such cases.

Lies over.

By Mr. Butler, of St. Helena :

Whereas, Large amounts of land have
been entered by non-residents and others in
the different parishes of the State which, for
want of registration and survey, have escap-
ed taxation ; it is therefore

Resolved, That laws should be so made as
to require that every person owning or
claiming land in this State shall have the
same surveyed and the boundaries thereof
plainly defined and his title duly recorded
in the parish where the same is situated,
within a reasonable time after entry or pur-
chase, on pain of forfeiture to the State.

Resolved, That it shall be made the duty
of assessors to assess all lands in their re-
spective parishes which shall have been
separated from the public domain by actual
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nile, by suoli description as shall clearly de-

fine the laud so assessed.

Lies over.

KEPOKTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES.

The Committee on Ordinance and Sche-

dule, by its chairman, Mr. Waples, submit-

ted the foUo-tt-ing report:

To the Tresidcut of the Convention:

We, the committee appointed to draft

the schedule and ordinance, respectfully

report the following:

TITLE—SCHEDULE.

Aeticle 1. The ordinance of secession of

the State of Louisiana, passed 2Gth January,
1861, is hereby declared to be null and
void. The Constitution adopted in 18G4,

and all previous constitutions in the ^>tate

of Louisiana, are declared to be superseded
by this Constitution.

AitT. 2 AU rights, actions, prosecutions,

claims, contracts, and aU laws in force at

the time of the adoption of this Constitu-

tion, and not inconsistent therewith, shall

continue, as if the same had not been
adoi^ted. All judgments and judicial sales,

marriages and executed contracts, made in

good faith and in accordance with existing

laws in this State, rendered, made, or en-

tered into between the 26th January, 1861,

and the date when this Constitution shall

be adopted, are hereby declared to be vahd,
except the following:

"An act to authorize the widening of the

New Canal and Basin," approved March
lith, 1867.

"An act to amend and re-enact the 121st

section of an act entitled 'An act relative to

crimes and oftences,'" approved Decem-
ber 20, 1865.

"An act for the punishment of persons

for tampering with, persuading or enticing

away, harboring, feeding or secreting la-

borers, servants or apprentices," approved
December 21, 1865.

*'An act to piinish, in certain cases, the
employers of laliorers and apprentices,"

approved December 21, 1865.

"An act to postpone aU seizures for city

taxes," certified 16tli March, 1866.

"An act in relation to exemption from
State, parish and city taxes for the years

1862, 1863, 186-4 and 1865, in certain cases,"

certified 16th March, 1866.

"An act granting ferry j)rivil8ges to C.

K. Marshall, his h<-irs or assigns," ap-

proved March 16, 1867.

"An act to authorize the Board of Levee
Commissioners, of the levee district in the
parishes of Madison and Carrol!, to issue

bonds," etc., etc., approved March 2S, 1867.

Akt. 3. The laws relative to the duties of

oflicers shaU remain in force, though con-

trary to this Constitution, and the several

duties be performed bj' the resjoective offi-

cers until the organization of the govern-
ment luider this Constitution.

Art. 4. The Legislatiu-e shall provide for

the removal of causes now j^ending in the
courts of this State to courts created by or
under this Constitution.

OEDIN'ANCE.
Article 1. Immediately upon the ad-

journment of this Convention, this Consti-

tution shall be submitted for ratification to

the registered voters of the State, in con-
formity to the act of Congress entitled

"An act to provide for the more efiicient

govei'nment of the rebel States," and the
acts supplementary thereto.

Art. 2. After the Constitution shall have
been ratified, the President of the Conven-
tion, or, in case of his death or absence, the
chairman of Committee on , shall

immediately give notice of the ratification

thereof, and order an election of all elective

officers under this Constitution, to take

place within thirty days thereafter. Imme-
diately after the ratification of this Consti-

tution, the President of the Convention
.shaU appoint one registrar in each parish

and one in each district of the j^arish of

Orleans, Avho shall, each in his parish or

district, appoint commissioners to hold the

first election under this Constitution.

Kesjjectfully submitted,
EuFus Wai'les, Chairman

;

S. Belden,
Jno. L. Barret,
Jno. T. Ludeling,
T. S. Crawford,
J. P. Newsham,
W. H. COOLEY.

And moved to print 200 copies, and to

refer the report immediately to Committee

on Draft of Constitution. Adopted.

Mr. Waples also reported adversely upon

the resolutions of Mr. Wickliflfe, of Orleans,

referred to the committee abrogating the

civil law, and substituting the common law

of England instead thereof.

Committee on Enrollment submitted,

through Mr. Vandergriff, chairman, the

following report:

The Committee on Enrollment respect-

fully report that the ordinance to provide

means to defray the exi)enses of the Con-

vention of the"^ State of Louisiana, by the

issue of bonds of the State for .$300, 000 bear-

ing eight per cent, interest per annum and
to provide for the redemption of said bonds,

I

lias been duly enrolled. Also, those rela-

1 tive to sjjecial committee on conference

I
with parties proi^osingto loan money. That
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of J. P. Newsliam, fixing per diem, com-
pensation and mileage of the Louisiana
Constitutional ConveDtion memlDers. That
of Mr. WickHffe authorizing the President

of the Convention to issue warrants on the

Treasurer of this State, and that offered by
Mr. Belden, fixing the per diem of the

Convention.
Copies of the foregoing have been trans-

mitted to the Secretary and Treasurer of

the State.

Which -was received.

Committee on Printing—No report.

Committee on Contingent Expenses

—

Progress.

Committee on Draft of tha Constitution-

Progress.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS.

The report of the Committee on Printing

"was taken up, the last resolution thereof

and Mr. "Waj^les' substitute, being under

consideration, and Mr. "Waples having the

floor.

Mr. Underwood, of St. James, moved to

lay the amendment of Mr. Waples on the

table.

The ayes and nays were ordered.

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll

•with the following result—ayes 39, nays 36 :

Ayes: Baker, Belden, Blackburn, Brown,
Biirrel, CromweU, Douato, Duj^art, Fran-
cois, Gail', Harper, Hemj.)3tead, R. H. Isa-

beUe, Jackson, Jones, Lange, Meadows,
Morris, Moses, Murrel, Newsham, Oliver,

Packard, Pierce, Pollard, Reagan, Reese,
Scwab, Smith, Snaer, Scott, Thibaut, Tin-
chant, Twitchell, Underwood, Vidal, Wick-
liffe, Wilson—39.

l»-=Nays : Antoine, Barret, Bertonneau,
Blandin, Bonseigneur, Bonnefoi, Butler,

Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Demarest, P. G.
Deslonde, Giistave Duparte, Duplessis,
Gould, Guichard, Harris, Harrison, Thos.
IsabeUe, Landers, J. B. Lewis, LudeKng,
Lynch, McMillan, Mushaway, Myers,
Pinchback, Poindexter, Riard, Roberts,
Rodriguez, Snider, Steele, Valfroit, Waples,
Williams—36.

And the motion to table was adopted.

Mr. Wicldiffe, of Orleans, moved to

amend the resolution reported by the Com-
mittee on Printing, as follows :

Resolved, That the Official Journal of
this Convention be piibHshed in the fol-

lowing additional jiapers, \\z : In the New
Orleans Republican, Homer lUad, New
Orleans Advocate, Iberville Pioneer and
Louisiana InteUiore.ncer, in the English

language; in the St. Landry Progress, in
the French language, and in the New Or-
leans German Gazette, in the German
language. Said journal to be taken from
the offiicial organ of this Convention, and
the proprietors of said papers to be paid
the same rates of advertising as is allowed
the Official Printer of this Convention;
Provided, That copies of said papers con-
taining all said joiu-nal and the Constitu-
tion as a whole, be furnished the chairman
of the Committee on Printing; and Pro-
vided furilier. That the jDroprietors of said

papers shall be allowed Avarrants on the
Treasurer of the State for the work thus
performed as in other cases made and pro-
vided.

Mr Bertonneau, of Orleans, moved to lay

the amendment and the original resolution

on the table.

The ayes and nays were ordered.

The Secretary called the roll with the

follomng resiilt—ayes 38, nays 46 :

Ayes : Messrs. Antoine, Barret, Berton-
neau, Blandin, Bonseigneur, Bonnefoi,
Butler, Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Cuney,
Dealing, Demarest, Douglass, Duparte,
Dupart, Duplessis, Esnard, Gould, Gui-
chard, Harris, Harrison, Thos. IsabeUe,

Landers, J. B. Le^vis, Ludeling, Lynch,
McMillan, Moses, Mushaway, Myers,
Riggs, Rodriguez, Snider, Tinchant, Val-
froit, Waj)les, Henderson—38.

Nays : Messrs. Baker, Belden, Blackburn,
Brown, Burrel, Cromwell, Deslonde, Donato,
Francois, Ferguson, Gair, Gardiner, Har-
per, Hempstead, Hiestand, Ingraham, R.
H. IsabeUe, Jackson, Jones, Kelso, Lange,
Leroy, Massicot, Meadows, Morris, Mur-
reU, Newsham, OHver, Packard, Pierce,

Poindexter, Pollard, Reagan, Reese, Riard,

Roberts, Schwab, Smith, Snaer, Scott,

Thibaut, Tmtchell Underwood, Vidal,

Wickliffe and Wilson—46.

And th« motion to lay on the table was

lost.

Mr. Waples moved, and his motion was

seconded, that the resolution be postponed

and made the special order at 1 o'clock on

Wednesday.

Mr. Blackburn, of Claiborne, chairman

of the Committee on Printing, in behalf of

the committee, accei^ted the amendment

of Mr. Wickliffe in the place of the original

resolution as reported by the committee.

Mr. WickHffe, of Orleans, moved to adopt

the resolution as amended.

The ayes and nays were ordered, with the
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following result—ayes 46, nays 34—as fol-

lows:

Yeas : Baker, Blackburn, Brown, Burrel,

Butler, Cromwell, Cuney, Douato. Dupart, '

Francois, Ferguson. Gair, Gardiner, Har-
per, Hempstead, Hiestand, Ingraliam. 11.

H. Isabelle, Jackson, Jones, Leroy, Mas-

'

sicot. Metidows, McLerau, Morris, Moses,
'

Murrd, Ncwsliam, Oliver, Packard, Pierce, '

Poiudextei-, Pollard, Keagan, Keese, Biggs,
[

Schwab, Smith, Scott, Thibaut, Twitchell,

Underwood, Vidal, Wicklifi'e, Williams,

Wilson—46.

Nays : Antoiue, Barr'^t, Beldeu, Berton-
neau, Blandin, Bonscigneui-, Bonnefoi,
Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Demarest, Dou-
glass, Duparte, Esuard, Guichard, Harris.

Harrison, Thomas IsabeUc, Kelso, Landers,

Lewis, LudeUng, Lynch, McMillan, IVIush-

away, Myers, Eoberts, Rodriguez, Snider,

Steele, Tinchant, Valfroit, Waples and Du-
plessis—34.

And the resolution, as amended, and read-

ing as follows :

Resolved, That the Official Journal of this

Convention be ijublished in the following

additional paj^ers, viz : In the New Orleans

Republican, Homer Iliad, New Orleans

Advocate, Iber^'ille Pioneer and Louisiana
Intelligencer, in the English language; in

the St. Landry Progress, in the French lan-

guage, and in the New Orleans German
Gazette, in the German language. Said

journal to be taken by said papers from the

official report as published in the official

organ of this Convention, and the proprie-

tors of said papers to be paid the same
rates of advertising as is allowed the Official

Printer of this Convention; PruvidcJ,

Tliat copies of .said papers containing all

said journal, and the Constitution as a

whole, be furnished the chairman of the

Committee on Printing; and Providedfur-
ther, that the proprietors of said papers
shall be allowed Avarrants on the Treasurer

of the State for the work thus performed,

as in other cases made and provided.

Was adopted.

Mr. W^ickliffe, of Orleans, moved that the

resolutions reported by the Committee on

Printing as severally amended, be adopted

as a whole; and the resolutions, as a whole,

and reading as follows, were adopted

:

Resolved, That the following rates of

compensation be allowed the Official Prin-

ter of this Convention, viz

:

For the first 500 coj^ies of the Journal of

the Convention, in book form, printed in

bourgeois tyi^e, the pages to be of the usual

size of such work, and to be folded and
stitched in the ordinary style, five dollars

;

and for ever\- 500 copies after the first 500
three dollars pei* page; and in the same pro-
portion for fractions of 500 coi)ies.

Fur all documents, reports, or other mat-
ter other than the Journal of the Conven-
tion, jirinted in book or pamphlet form,
composed in bourgeois, the pages to be of
the same length and l)readth as the journal,

five dollars per page for the first two hun-
dred cojiies, and for every additional two
hundred copies thi'ee dollars i^er page.

For resolutions, memorials or reports of

committees, printed on foolscap or similar

sized pajDer, composed in boui'geois type,

thirty-six ems wide and ninety-five lines

in length, for the fir.st two hundred copies

eight dollars j^er page, and for each addi-
tional hundred copies four dollars jier page.
For aU matter marked "official" iind

jjiiblished in the official journal, one dollar

per square, of the space of ten agate lines,

for the first insertion, and fifty cents for

each subsequent insertion.

Resolved, That the number of the joTirual

ordered in pam^jhlet form be twenty-five

hundred copies.

Resolved, That the Official Journal of this

Convention be published in the following

additional papers, viz : In the New Orleans
Republican, Homer Iliad, New Orleans
Advocate, Iberville Pioneer and Louisiana
Intelligencer, in the English language ; in

the St. Landry Progi'ess, in the French lan«

guage, and in the New Orleans German
Gazette, in the German langaiage. Said
journal to be taken by said papers from the

official report, as i3ublishcd in the official

organ of this Convention, and the proprie-

tors of said papers to be paid the same
rates of advertising as is allowed the Official

Printer of this Convention ; Provided,

That copies of said pajjers containing all

said journal, and the Constitution as a

whole, be furnished the chairman of the

Committee on Printing ; and Providedfur-
ther. That the proprietors of said papers
shall be allowed warrants on the Treasurer

of the State for the work thus performed,

as in other cases made and provided.

On motion of Mr. Cooley, of Point

Coupee, the Convention adjourned until

to-morrow at 12 o'clock M.

A true copy.

WM. VIGERS, Secretary.

NINETEENTH DAY.

New Okleans, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 1867.

The Convention, at 12 o'clock M. , Avas called

to order by President J. G. Taliaferro.

The following delegates answered to their

names:
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President J. G. Taliaferro, Messrs. An-

toine, Barret, Bertonneau, Blackburn,
Blandin, Bonseigneui', Bonnefoi, Brown,
JBurrel, Butler, Cooley Crane, Crawford,
Cromwell, Cuney, Bearing, Demarest, De-
passeau, P. G. Desloude, Jos. Deslonde,
Donato, Douglass, Dui)arte, Dupart, Du-
plessis, Esnard, Francois, Fcrou.sou, Gau-,
Gardiner, Gould, Guicliard, Harper, Har-
ris, Harrison, Hempstead, Ili':.-:taud. Ingra-
ham, R. H. Isabelle, Tlios. Isabelle, Jack-
son, Jones, KeLso, Landers, Lange, Leroy,
J. B. Le-n-is, E. Lewis, Ludeling, Marie,'
Martin, Massicot, Meadows, McLeran,
Morris, Moses, Musliawaj, Myers, New-
sham, Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Pincliback,
Poindexter, Pollard, Reagan, Reese, Riard,
Riggs, Roberts, Rodriguez, Snaer, Scott,
Snider, Steele, Tliibaut, Tincliant, T\\-it-
cliell. Underwood, Valfroit, Vandergrili
Waples, Wiekliife, Williams, Wilson—85
members j^resent.

Prayer by Rev. Josiah Fisk.

The minutes were read.

Mr. Waples, of Orleans, desired the min-
utes to be corrected by the insertion of a
motion made by him and seconded to post-
pone the consideration of resolution of Mr.
WickHffe, and make it the special order of
the day for to-morrow, which was done,
and the minutes as corrected were adopted.

OKIGINAIj EESOIiUTIONS.
By Mr. Blackburn, of Claiborne :

Whereas, The funds appropriated for
the various charitable institutions, the in-
terest due by the State on her bonds, and
the requisite expenses for the State Gov-
ernment Mill expire on the .31st day of De-
cember, 18G7. And, it being abschitelv
necessary that legislative action be taken in
reference to these matters, and others in-
volving the honor and prosperity of the
State, and as no General Assembly of the
State can properly be convened in time to
meet the exigencies ; be it therefore

Resolved, That a committee of tlu-ee mem-
Ijers of this Convention, and two citizens,
not members of this Convention, be ap-
pointed by the President to proceed at once
to Washington and petition Congress to
vest m this Convention legislative authority
and powers, so that the necessary appropria-
tions may be made for the general expenses
of the State for the year ending the 31st
day of December, 1868, and for other
purposes appertaining to the welfare and
prosperity of the State; Provided, That
the legislation of the Convention shall bem accordance with the pro%dsions of the
:State Constitution of 1864.

Mr, Blackburn requested permission to

79

read a written statement of his reasons
therefor, which was granted. Lies over.

By Mr. R. H. IsabeUe, of Orleans:
Article 1. The citizens of the city of

New Orleans shall have the right of appoint-
ing the several pubhe officers necessary for
the administration of the pohce of said city,
pursuant to the mode of elections, v/hich
shall be provided by the Legislature; Pro-
vided, That the Mayor and Recorders shall
be ineligible to a seat in the General Assem-
bly, and the Mayor and Recorders shall be
commissioned by the Governor as justices
of the peace, and the Legislature may vest
in them such criminal jurisdiction as may
be necessavy for the punishment of minor
offenses, and as the police and good of said
city may require.

AjiT._2. The city of New Orleans shall
maintain a pohce force Avhich shall be uni-
formed at the expenses of said city, to con-
sist of permanent citizens of the State of
Louisiana, to be selected by the Mayor of
said city and to hold office dui-iug good be-
havior and only removable by a police
commission to be appointed by the Gov-
ernor of the State for the term of two years,
at a salary not less than nine hundred dol-
lars per annum. A majority of whom
shall remove for dehnquencies, members of
the police, when removed shall not again be

,

eligible to any i^osition on the police for a
term of one year; Provided, That aU offi-
ces connected mth the police shaU be
vacant thii-ty days after the election of
Mayor on or after the adoption of this Con-
stitution.

Art. 3. Interfering or meddling in any
manner, except the right of being a candi-
date or votiuj?, A\-ill be sufficient cause for
instant dismissal from the poHce by the
Board.

Art. —
.
The various officers shaU receive

a salary not less than the following rates,
viz:

The Chief of PoHce, $250 per month; the
Captains of PoMce, $180 per month; Lieu-
tenants, $150 per month; Sergeants, $125;
Corporals, $110 per month; Privates, day
and night, $100.

All of the above mentioned officers shall
give good and solvent security as the law
may dh-ect for the faithful performance of
their duties.

Art. 4. In case of riot or insurrection the
Governor shall have power to order or as-
sume command of the police of the said
city, for pohce or miHtary duty, as the
emergencies may require, not exceeding fif-

teen days at any one time.

Lies over.

By Mr. WickHffe^ of Orleans:
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Resolved, That -we respectfully petition

Congress to i^ass a law rcLiuiiing all United
States Marshals, in all cases of the sale of

real or immovable property in the States

lately in rebellion, to be ordered by the

decisions of any United States court within

the said States, to have all such lands sur-

veyed and divided into tracts of not more
than one hundred and sixty acres, and
allowing no person, firm, association, com-
pany or corporation to purchase more than
one of said tracts of one hundred and sixty

acres at any one sale.

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution

be forwarded by the Secretary of this Con-
vention to the President of the United
States and the Speaker of the U. S. House
of Representatives.

By Mr. Waples, of Orleans:

Resolved, That a committee of three be
appointed by the President to incpiire into

and report to the Convention the amount
of expenditiu'e this Convention is inciu-ring

for printing.

Lies over.

By Mr. Eeagan, of East Baton Rouge

:

Resolved, That vre dispense ydih. the draft

of the Constitution until each report of

standing cemmittees shall have been taken

up and finally disposed of.

Resolved further, That immediately after

any rejDort shall have been agreed xvpon as

a part of the Constitution, the same shall

be referred to the Committee on Draft of

the Constitution.

Lies over.

Mr. Waples, of Orleans, moved to take

up his resolution and put it upon its final

passage.

The chair decided that under the rules it

should lie over.

Mr. Waples, of Orleans, moved that the

chair ai^point a committee of three to in-

quire and report to the Convention what

amount the Convention is now expending

for printing.

Mr. Wicklifi'e, of Orleans, moved to

amend by requesting the Committee on

Printing to furnish the required infor-

mation.

Mr, Waples, of Orleans, raised the point

of order that the amendment, being not

germain to the subject matter of the orig-

inal motion, was not in order.

And the chair so ruled.

Mr.Newsham, ofWestFeUciana, moved to

lay the motion and amendment on the table.

The ayes and nays were ordered and called

with the following result—ayes 55, nays 34,

as follows :

Yeas : Baker, Blackburn, Bonseigneur,
Brown, Burrel, Cromwell, Cuney, Demarest,
P. G. Doslonde, Jos. Deslonde, Donato,
Douglass, U. Dui3art, Francois, Gair, Gardi-
ner, Giiichard, Harper, Hampstead, Hies-
tand, Ingraham, R. H. Isabelle, Jackson,
Jones, Lange, Leroy, J. B. Lewis, R. Lewis,
Marie, Massicot, Meadows, McLeran, Mor-
ris, Murrel, Moses, Newsham, Oliver,

Packard, Pierce, Pinchback, Poindexter,
Pollard, Reagan, Reese, Riard, Riggs,
Schwab, Smith, Snaer, Scott, Thibaut,
Tinchant, Valfroit, Wickhflfe, Wilson—55.

Nays : Messrs. Antoine, Barret, Belden,
Bertonneau, Blaudin, Bonnefoi, Butler,
Cooley, Crane, Crav.-ford, Dearing, Depas-
seau, G. Duparte, Duplessis, Esnard, Fer-
guson, Harris, Harrison, Thomas Isabelle,

Kelso, Landers, Ludehng, Martin, McMil-
lan, Mushaway, Myers, Roberts, Rodriguez,
Snider, Steele, Underwood, Yandergriff,
Waples, WiUiams—34.

And the motion to table j)revailed.

Mr. Bertonneau, of Orleans, moved that

the Committee on Contingent Expenses be
instructed to furnish, as early as possible, a

detailed account of expenses incurred by
this Convention, up to tliis date. Adopted

Mr. Cooley, chairman of the Committee

on Draft of the Constitution, in behalf of

the Committee, requested the Convention

to appoint a clerk for the committee.

Mr. Jones, of Orleans, raised a point of

order, that under the rules a clerk was al-

lowed to each standing committee, and the

chair so ruled.

Mr. R. H. Isabelle, of Orleans, moved
that when the Convention adjourn it ad-

journ to meet this evening at six o'clock

p. M.

Pending the consideration of which, the

Convention, on motion of Mr, Ludeling,

of Ouachita, adjom-ned until to-morrow

at 12 o'clock M,

A true copy :

WM. VIGERS, Secretary. -

TWENTIETH DAY.
New Okleans, Thursday, Dec. 19, 1867.

The Convention met piu-suant to adjourn-

ment at 12 o'clock M.

The President took the chair and called

the Convention to order.
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The roll was oalled and the following

members anawered to their names

:

Prafiident J. G. Taliaferro, Messrs. An-
toine, Barret, Bertonneau, Blandin, Bon-
seigneur, Bonnefoi, Brown, Butler, Cooley,

Orane, Cromwell, Bearing, Demarest, De-
passoau, P. G. Dealonde, Donato, G, Du-
pai't», Dupart, Duples^is, Esnard, Fran-

cois, Fuller, Gair, Gardiner, Gould, Gui-

chard, Harris, Harrison, Heampstead,
Hiestand, Ingraham, E. H. Isabelle, Thos.

Isabelle, Jackson, Jones, Kelso, Landers,

Lange, Leroy, Lewis, LudeHng, Lynch,
Marie, Martin, Massicot, Meadows, Mc-
Leran, Morris, Mushaway, Myers, New-
sham, Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Pinch-

back, Poindexter, Pollard, Reagan, Eeese,

Eiard, Eoberts, Eiggs, Eodriguez, Schwab,
Smith, Snaer, Scott, Snider, Steele, Thi-

baut, Underwood, Vaudergriff, Waples,
Wickliffe, Williams, 'WiLson—85 members
present.

The Convention was opened with prayer

by the Rev. Josiah Fisk.

The minutes were read and adopted.

OKIGINAIi EESOLUTIONS.

By Mr. Smith, of Orleans

:

Whereas, It is to the interest of the peo-

jlle of Louisiana that the cultivable lands

of this State should be more equitably dis-

tributed than under the present system;
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Legislature at its first

session after the ratification of this Consti-

tution be and is empowered and instructed

to pass an act or acts enabling a majority

of the heirs or parti&s interested in said

landed property, by petition to any court

of competent jurisdiction, to have said

property divided in kind among said heirs

or parties.

Laid over under the rulea.

By Mr. Smith, of Orleans:

Ussolved, That anyamendment or amend-
»©nta to thia Constitution may be proposed
in the House of Representatives, and if the
same be agreed to by a majority of both
Houses the said amendments shall be sub-
naitted to the p»ople at the next general
election, and if a majority of the voters at

Baid election shall approve and ratify such
amendment or amendments, the same shall

become part of the Constitution. If more
than one amendment be submitted at a time
they shall be submitted in such manner
and form that the people may vote for or
against each amendment separately.

Eeferred to Committee on Draft of Con-

stitution.

By Mr. Tinchant, of Orleans :

7

Resolved, That no member shall be al-

lowed more than two minutes to explaiai

his vote on any question unless by special

leave of the Convention, after the yeas and
nays have been called for.

Lies over.

By Mr. Marie, of Terrebonne :

Whereas, The contracts between the
freedmen and their employers will expire

at the end of the present month ; and
Whereas, Some instructions from this

Convention to the laboring classes, apprais-

ing them of their rights and duties, and
giving them nsefid advice would wi.thoufc

doing injury to the employers, greatly bene-
fit the freedmen ; therefore, be it

Resolved, That a committee of five be ap-

pointed, whose duty shaU be to draft am
addi-ess to the people of Louisiana, giving
them information and advice in regard to
the best means of securing their rights and
j)rotecting their interests; be it further

Resolved, That copies of said address to
the people of Louisiana be printed, to v>at:

— copies in English, and — coj)ies ia
French.

Br. Mr. Morris, of Ascension:

Be it enacted h\j the Convention, That it-

shall not be lawful to live in adultery and
fornication in this State.

Resolved, That tliis shall be an article iit

the Constitution of Lt)uisiana.

I

By Mr. Antoine, of Caddo :

Resolved, That each member of this Con-
vention submits the nam? of all persons
within their respective parishes disfran-

chised by Congress, who h.ive accepted in.

good faith and urged the adoption of th&
present Congressional plan of reconstruc-

tion.

Resolved, That the names of »11 such per-
sons be forwarded to Congress as worthy of
being excepted from disfranchisement, pro-
vided no person whose name may be thns:

submitted shall be forwarded to Congress-

until it shall be indorsed by this Conven-
tion by yeas and oays taken thereon.

Laid on the table subject to call

By Mr. Burrel, of St. John the Baptist^

Resolved, That the commissioners o\

election who presided at the diflferent eleoi

tion precincts throughout this State on th<(

27th and 28th of September, 18G7, be ai

lowed the sum of eight doUars {$S) pei

diem, the same to be paid on the certificate

of the chairman of the Board of Eegistracl

of the respective parishes.

Laid over under the I'ules.

Mr. Belden, of Orleans, moved to snS*

pend the rules to pass the resolution to its

second reading. Adopted.
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Mr, Crawford, of Cald-well, moved to

tamend by striking out eight dollars and in-

--serting three dollars.

HMr. Cooley, of Point Coupee, oflfered the

riollowiug amendment

:

That each parish in the State be requii-ed

Jto pay the commissioners of election ap-

-^winted therein by the military authorities

Ma hold the elections of the 27th and 28th

.^September, 1867.

Mr. Reagan, of East Baton Rouge, offered

'j£he following amendment

:

Kesolved, That commissioners and clerks

-^m election held on the 27th and 28th of

.September, 1867, be allowed the same x>er

diem as members of this Convention ; and
Uiat said commissioners and clerks be and

are hereby instructed to present bills to

ifce commander of the Fifth Mihtary Dis-

trict for payment.

Mr. Belden, of Orleans, moved to lay

fliB original resolution and the amendments

. on the table subject to call, and that the

cfeair appoint a committee to wait upon the

Commander of the Fifth Mihtary District,

to inquire if any action is necessary on the

part of the Convention to secure the pay-

ment by military order of the Commission-

ers of election, and to rejiort to the Con-

vention.

Mr. Wiekhffe, of Orleans, offered the fol-

lowing amendment to Mr. Beiden's mo-

Jtiofn :

That a committee of three be appointed

lo wait on General Hancock, to learn

Tuiiether he will order the payment of the

^cr diem of Commissioners of election ap-

^orated under the reconstruction acts of

Congress, and who acted in this State in

iJaat capacity on the 27th and 28th of Sep-

teoaber, 1867, provided their per diem be

:fi5;ed. by this Convention.

"Which was accepted by the mover.

The question was put ui^on the motion

arf Mr. Belden as amended, and it was

afclopted.

Mr. Newsham, of West Feliciana, moved:

That the Sergeant-at-Arms be instructed

'Ho furnish the morning papers to each mem-
her of the Convention ; Provided, That

IMJ memlier shall be allowed more than foiu-

.papers daily.

Mr. Lynch, of Carroll, moved to amend

|jy providing that each member pay for his

:«wn papers.

Mr. Wicldiffe, of Orleans, moved to lay

on the table the motion and amendment.

Adopted.

By Mr. Bonseigneur, of Orleans:

Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the
first Legislature convened in this State
after the adoption of this Constitution to

ascertain the total indebtedness of the
State, and to issue bonds therefor having
not more than (40) forty years to run, and
bearing tnterest at the rate of (6) six per
cent, per annum, payable in United States

currency at maturity; and in order to pro-

vide for the prompt payment of said bonds
at maturity, there shall be annually assessed

and collected a tax of two (2) mills upon
each dollar's Avortli of taxable property, in

addition to all other taxes, to be aiJpHed to

the redemption of said bonds at maturity.

Lies over.

KEPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES.

Committee on Enrollment—Progress.

Committee on Printing—No report.

Committee on Contingent Expenses

—

Progress.

Committee on Draft of the Constitution

—

Progress.

tJNFINISHEr) BUSINESS.
o

By Mr. Smith, of Orleans:

Whereas, There has been no committee
appointed to investigate the city charter of

New Orleans; and
Whereas, The Legislature of 1867 by its

enactments passed laws depriving loyal citi-

zens of rights clearly enjoyed under the
Constitution of the United States; therefore,

be it

Resolved, That a committee of nine be
appointed by the chair, to be known as a
Committee on City Cliarter, whose duty it

shall be to examine said charter and rejjort

to the Convention the changes deemed
necessary to secure the equal rights of all

citizens of said city, without regard to race,

color or previous condition.

Mr. Smith moved to adopt.

Mr. Bertonneau, of Orleans, moved to

lay on the table. Adoj^ted.

By Mr. Wickliflfe, of Orleans :

Resolved, That we respectfully petition

Congress to pass a law requiring all United
States Marshals in all cases of the sale of

real or immovable property in the States

lately in rebeUion, to be ordered by the de-

cisions of any United States court within
the said States, to have all such lands sur-

veyed and diAided into tracts of not more
than one hundred and sixty acres, and
allowing no person, firm, association, com-
pany, or corporation, to purchase more
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than one of said tracts of one hundred and
sixty acres at any one sale.

Resolved. That a copy of this resolution

be forwarded by the Secretary of this Con-
vention to the President of the Senate and
Speaker of the United States House of

Kepresentatives

.

Mr. WickHfife, of Orleans, moved to

adopt.

Mr. Cromwell, of Orleans, offerred the

following amendment:

Not more than one hundred acres nor less

than five.

"Which was accepted, and the rerolution

as amended was adopted.

On motion of Mr. Bertonneau, of Or-

leans, the Convention adjourned until to-

morrow at 12 o'clock.

A true copy :

WM. VIGEES, Secretary.

TWENTY-FIRST DAY.
New Orleans, Friday, Dec. 20, 1867.

The Convention met at 12 o'clock m.,

pursuant to adjournment.

The President, J. G. Taliaferro, called

the Convention to order.

The roU was called and the following

members answered to their names:

Messrs. Taliaferro, Antoine, Baker, Bar-
ret, Blackburn, Blandin, Bonseigneur,
Bonnefoi, Brown, BuitbI, Bntler, Cooley,

Crane, Crawford, Cromwell, Cuney, Dear-
ing, Demarest, Depasseau, P. G. Deslonde,
Donato, Douglass, G. Duparte, U. Dupart,
Duplessis, Edwards, Esnard, Fran-
cois, Gair, Gardiner, Guichard, Harper,
Harris, Harrison, Hempstead, Hiestand,
Ingraham, R. H. Isabelle, Thos. IsabeUe,
Jackson, Jones, Kelso, Landers, Lauge,
Leroy, J. B. LeA\ds, R. Le-^-is, Ludehng,
Lynch, Marie, Martin. IMassicot, Meadows,
McLeran, McMillan, Morris, Moses, Mush-
away, Myers, Newsham, Oliver, Packard,
Pierce, Pinchback, Poindexter, PoUard,
Reagan, Reese, Riard, Riggs, Roberts,
Rodriguez, Smith, Snaer, Scott, Snider,
Steele, Thibaut, Tinchant, TwitcheU,
Underwood, Valfroit, Vandergritf, Vidal,

"Waples, Wickliflfe, WiUiams, Wilson—87
members present.

The Convention was opened with prayer

by the Rev. Josiah Fisk.

The minutes were read and adopted.

Mr. Cooley, of Point Coupee, Chairman
of the Committee on Draft of the Constitu-

tion, reported that owing to the want of a

clerk, the committee had worked until i
o'clock this morning, but were not yet quite

prepared with their report and asked leave

to retire to complete it, which was granted,

OKIGZN.ili BESOLUTIONS.
By Mr. Smith, of Orleans :

Whekeas, Under the preset City Char-«

ter, a large class of the loyal citizens of the
city of New Orleans, by an unjust law passed
by the last Legislature, are thereby depriv-
ed of their vested rights under the Consti-
tution of the United States ; therefore,

be it

Resolved, That a committee of seven ba
appointed by the chair, to be known as a
Committee on City Charter, whose duty it

shall be to examine said charter and report
to this Convention the changes necessary to
secure the equal rights siud privileges to aH
citizens, without regard to race, color oc
previous condition. Lies over under tha
rules.

By Mr. Burrel, of St. John the Baptist I

Whekeas, That Sunday, the first day of
the week, is set apart by Christian nations,'

as a day of rest and worship to Almighty
God ; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Legislature of this

State shall pass such suitable laws as will
forbid aU secular labor on the Sabbath day
as well as to ijrevent the indulgence of such:

practice as tend to deprave the morals of
the community, that iiugilistic encounters,
gambling, horse-racing and other immoral
practices be strictly prohibited.

Resolved, That the parish and municipal
authorities of this State held by legislative

enactments be strictly responsible under
severe penalties for the enforcement of
these laws. Lies over under the rules.

By Mr. TTvdtcheU, of Bienville:

Resolved, That members be Hmited to tea'

minutes of time in aU speeches, except by
permission of two thirds of the Convea-^
tion.

Lies over under the rules.

By Mr. Reagan, of East Baton Rouge:

AN ORDINANCE TO RELIEVE PURCHASERS 0?
LAND LIABLE TO CONFISCATION.

Be it ordained by the people of Louisiana iit

Conventio7i assembled, That inasmuch as it

has come to the knowledge of this Conven-
tion, that many good and loyal citizens

have, in good faith, purchased land in this

State, for which final payment has not yet
been made; and inasmuch as said land, by fu-
ture acts of Congress may be liable to confis-

cation, thereby subjecting the purchasers to
much inconvenience and perhaps great
sacrifices. All executions that have been
or hereafter may be issued upon lands, tiiQ
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titl« of -which ia in jeopardyas herein above
described, are hereby suspended and of no
effect, when competent testimony is adduced
in any court having jurisdiction, proving

the evidence of such obstruction to title;

Provided, When Congress shall have re-

moved the difficulties herein provided for,

the meaning and intent of this ordinance

vrQl cease, and its provisions be rendered

null and void.

Mr. Eeagan moved to print 100 copies of

the resolution, and that it be made the

fecial order for Tuesday, at one o'clock

P. M.

Mr. Wickhflfe, of Orleans, moved to lay

on the table subject to call. Adoj)ted.

The President announced the appoint-

ment of the committee to wait upon General

Hancock in reference to the subject of the

pay of Commissioners of Election, as

follows:

Messrs. Belden, Wickliffe and Berton-

neau.

Mr. "Wickliffe, at his request, was excused

from serving on the committee, and Mr.

Barret api^ointed in his place.

Mr. Barret, at his reqiiest, was excused,

and Mr. Undei-wood appointed in his place.

KEPOETS OF STA'.JDIXG COMinTTEES.

Committee on Enrollment—Progress.

Committee on Printing—No reiiort.

XINFTNISHED BUSINESS.

IBy Mr. Steele, of Tensas

:

"Whebeas, There are loyal men in this

State who have assisted in reconstruction,

but who are disfranchised under the Recon-
struction biU, and

Whbbhas, Congress has provided upon
poptdar reprt^ientation for the removal of

di^bilitiee in such casee; therefore, be it

Resolved, That a special committee, to

Oonsist of five members, shall be appointed

by the President, whose duty it shall be to

receive from the different members and re-

port to this Convention the namas of such
loyal men in this State as are disfranchised,

that the Convention may memorialize Con-
gress, asking for the removal of disabilities

in such cases.

Mr. Smith, of Orleans, moved to amend

by inserting the words ' 'excei^ting registered

enemies." Amendment accepted.

Mr. Pinchback, of Orleans, moved to

postpone until after the adoption of the

Constitution.

Mr. R. H. Isabelle, of Orleans, submit-

ted the following amendment:
Resolved, That a committee of five be ap-

pointed by the chair to ascertain the namee
of widows and orphans whose husbands and
fathers were slain in the Union army in this

State.

The whole subject was, on motion of Mr.

Tinchaut, laid on the table subject to caU.

Mr. Hempstead, of A>ssumption, moved to

reconsider the vote to table.

Mr. Jones, of Orleans, moved to lay the

motion to reconsider on the table. Adopted.

Mr. Cooloy, chairman of the Committee
on Draft of the Constitution, submitted the

following report of the majority of the

Committee :

"We, the Committee apiDointed to draft a
Constitution, although difi'ering among
oiu'selves on various articles, have agreed
upon the folio-wing as a whole, and recom-
mend its adoi^tion.

Eespecufully submitted,
"W. H. Coolet, Chairman;
EuFus Waples,
T. S. Ck:V-«tord,

J. T. Ludeling,
W. L. McMiiiiiAN.

pkeahble.

We, the people of Louisiana, in order to

establish justice, insure domestic tranquil-

ity, jiromote the general welfare and secure
the blessings of lifjcrty to ourselves and our
prosperity, do ordain and establish this

Constitution :

TITUE I—BHiXi or RIGHTS.

ARTiciiE 1. All persons, without regard
to race, color or pre-vious condition, bom
or naturalized in the United Statas, and
inhabitants of this State, for one year, are
citizen* of this State. They shall enjoy the
same ci-vU. and pohtical rights and priv-

ileges, and be subject to the same paiiM
and penalties.

Art. 2. There shall be neither slavery

nor involuntary servitude in this State,

otherwise than for the punishment of crime,

whereof the party shah, have been duly
, convicted.

Art. 3. The press shall be free ; every
citizen may freely speak, -snite and pubHsh
his sentiments on all subjects, being resj)on-

sible for the abuse of this hberty.

Art. 4. The right of the peoisle peace-
ably to assemble and to petition the gov-
ernment or any dejjartment thereof, shall

never be abridged.
Art. 5. Prosecutions shall be by indict-

ment or information. The accused shall be
entitled to a speedy iJubHc trial by an im-
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partial jury of the parish in which the of-

fense was committed, unless the venue be
changed. He shall not be compelled to

give evidence against himself; he shall

have the right of being heard by himself

or counsel; he shall have the right of

meeting the witnesses face to face, and
shall have compulsory process for obtain-

ing witnesses in his favor. He shall not be
tried twice for the same offense.

A TIT. G. All persons shall be bailable by
sufficient securities, unless for capital of-

fenses where the proof is evident or the

presumption great, or unless after convic-

tion for any crime or offense punishable
with death or imprisonment at hard labor.

The privilege of the wiit of habeas corpm
shall not be suspended.
Art. 7. Excessive bail shall not be re-

quired, excessive fines shall not be imposed,
nor cruel or unusual punishments inflicted.

Art. 8. The right of the people to be
secure in their persons, houses, papers and
effects against unreasonable searches and
seizures, shall not be violated ; and no war-
rant shall issue but upon probable cause,

supported by oath or affirmation and parti-

cularly describing the place to be searched
and the person or things to be seized.

Art. 9. All conrts shall be open ; and
every person, for an injury done him in his

land, goods, person or reputation, shall have
adequate remedy by due process of law,

and justice administered without denial or

unreasonable delay.

Art. 10. No law shall be iiassed regulat-

ing labor and fixing the price thereof.

Art. 11. Every person has the natural
right to worship God accoi'ding to the dic-

tates of his conscience. No religious test

shall be required as a qualification for

office.

Art. 12. The rights enumerated in this

title shall not be constructed to hmit or
abridge other rights of the people not here-
in esi;)re6sed.

TITLE n—liEOISIiATrVE DEPARTMENT.

Abt. 13. The legislative power of the
State shall be vested in two distinctbranches.
The one to be styled "the House of Repre-
sentatives," the other "the Senate," and
both "the General Assembly of the State
of Louisiana."
Art. 14. The members of the House of

Representatives shall continue in office for

two yefivTS fi'om the day of tiae closing of
the general election.

Art. 15. Representatives shall be chosen
on the first Monday in November every two
years, and the election shall be completed
in one day. The General Assembly shall

meet annually on the first Monday in

January, unless a different day be appointed

by law, and their sessions shall be held at
the seat of government.
Aet. 16. Every elector, under this Con-

stitution, shall be ehgible to a seat in tho
House of Representatives, and every elec-

tor who has reached the age of twenty-
eight years, shall be eligible to the Senate;
Provided, That no person shall be a repre-
sentative or senator, unless at the time his
election, he be a quahfied elector of the
representative or senatorial district fronx
which he is elected.

Art. 17. Elections for members of the
General Assembly shall be held at the sev-
eral election precints established by law.

Art. 18. Representation in the House
of Representatives shall be equal and
uniform, and shall be ascertained and reg-
ulated by the number of qualified electors;

each i)arish in the State being entitled to
at least one Rejiresentative. An enumera-
tion of the qualified electors of this State,

by the State authorities, shall be made in
187.5, and every ten years thereafter, for
the purpose of ascertaining the total popu-
lation, as well as the number of qualified,

electors in each parish and election dis-

trict; and in case of informality, omission
or error, in the census returns from any
ditrict, the Legi?^lature shall order a new
census taken in such parish or election dis-
trict.

Art. 19. At the first session of the Legis-
lature, alter the making of each enumera-
tion, the Legislatiu'e shall apportion the
representation amongst the several parishes
and representative districts, on the basis of
qualified electors as aforesaid. A represen-
tative number shall be fixed, and each.

parish and representative district shall have
as many Rei^rcsentatives as the aggregate
number of its electors will entitle it to have,
and an additional Representative for any frac-

tion exceeding one ludf of the Representa-
tive number. Tho number of Representa-
tives shall never exceed one hundred and
twenty, nor be less than ninety.

Art. 20. Until an apportionment shall be
made, and elections held under the same,
in accordance with the first enumeration to
be made as directed in Art. No. 18, the
representation in the Senate and House of
Representatives shah be as follows:

For the parish of Orleans:
First Representative District 2
Second
Third
Fourth
Fifth
Sixth
Seventh
Eighth
Ninth
Tenth

....2

....4

...A

....2

...-2
,...1
....1

....3
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Orleans, rightbank. ...» 11 New Orleans shall form a district and elect-

Afloension 2 one Senator.

Assumption 2 Orieans, Bight Bank, and the parish of
Avoyelles 2 Plaquemine shall form one district and
Baton Bonge, East 3 elect one Senator.

Baton Bouge, West 1

Bienville 1

Bossier 2

Caddo 3

Calcasieu 1

CaldweU 1

CarroU 2

Catahoula 1

Claiborne 2

Concordia 2

PeSoto 2

Tehciana, East 2

EeUciaua, West 1

ErankUn 1

IberviUe 2

Jackson 1

Jefferson 4
liafayette 1

Lafourche 2

Livingston 1

Madison 1

Morehouse 1

Natchitoches 2

Ouachita 2
Plaquemine 1

Point Coui^ee 2

Bapides 3

Sabine 1

St. Bernard 1

fit. Charles 1

St. Helena 1

St James 2

St. John Bajitist 1

St. Landry 4

St. Martin's 2

St. Maiy's 2

St. Tammany. 1

Tensas 2

Terrebonne 2

Union 1

Vermillion 1

Washington 1

Winn 1

Total 98
And the State shall be divided into the

following senatorial districts, to-wit :

The First, Second and Third Bepresen-
tative Districts of New Orleans shall form
one senatorial district and elect three Sena-
tors.

The Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Represen-
tative Districts of New Orleans shaU form
one district and elect two Senators.
The Seventh, Eighth and Ninth Bepre-

Sentative District of New Orleans and the
parish of St. Bernard shaU form one dis-

irict and elect two Senators.
The Tenth Bei^resentative District of

The parishes of Jefferson, St. Charles
and St. John Baptist, shall form one district

and elect two Senators.

The parishes of Ascension and St. James
shall form one district and elect one Sena-
tor.

The iiarishes of Assumption, Lafourche
and Terrebonne, shall form one district and
elect two Senators.

The i^arishes of VermiUion and St. Mary
shall form one district and elect one Sena-
tor.

The i^arishes of Calcasieu, Lafayette and
St. Landry, shall form one district and elect

two Senators.

The parishes of Livingston, St. Helena,
Washington and St. Tammany shall form
one district and elect one senator.

i

The parishes of Point Coupee, East
Fehciana and West Feliciana shall form one
district and elect two senators.

The parish of East Baton Bouge shall

form one district and elect one Senator.

The parishes of West Baton Bouge, Iber-

ville and St. Martin shall form one dis-

trict and elect two Senators.

The parishes of Concordia and Avoyelles
shall form one district and elect one Sen-
ator.

The parishes of Tensas and FrankHn
shall form one district and elect one Sen-
ator.

The parishes of CarroU, Madison and
Morehouse shall form one district and elect

two Senators.

The parishes of Ouachita and Caldwell
shaU form one district and elect one Sena-
tor.

The parishes of Jackson and Union shall

form one district and elect one Senator.

The parishes of Bossier, Bienville and
Claiborne shall form one district and elect

two Senators.
The parish of Caddo shall form one dis-

trict and elect one Senator.

The parishes of DeSoto, Natchitoches
and Sabine shaU. form one district and elect

two Senators.

The parish of Bapides shaU form one dis-

trict and elect one Senator.

The parishes of Catahoula and Winn
shaU form one district and elect one Sen-
ator.

Thirty-six Senators in aU.

Art. 20. The House of Bepresentatives

shaU choose its Speaker and other officers.

Aet. 21. Electors, in aU cases, except

treason, felony or breach of the jjeace,

shaU be privileged from arrest during their
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attendance on, going to and returning from
elections.

Abt. 22. At its first session tinder this

Constitution, the General Assembly shall

provide by law that the names and resi-

dence 'of all qualified electors shall be
registered in order to entitle them to vote;

but the registry shall be free of cost to the

elector.

Ap.t. 23. No person shall be entitled to

vote at any election held in this State, ex-

cept iu the parish of his residence and at

the election precinct in which he is regis-

tered.

AitT. 24. The members of the Senate
shall be elected for the term of four years,

and when assembled the Senate shall have
power to choose its own officers.

Art. 25. The General Assemble shall

divide the State into senatorial districts

whenever it apportions representation in

the House of Representatives.

Abt. 26. No parish shall be divided in

the formation of a senatorial district, the

parish of Orleans exci i^ted; and whenever
a new parish be created, it shall be attached
to the senatorial district from which most
of its territory is taken, or to another con-
tiguous district, at the discretion of the
General Assembly, but shall not be attached
to more than one district. The number of

Senators shall be thirty-six, and they shall

be apportioned among the senatorial dis-

tricts according to the electoral popula-
tion of said districts.

Akt. 27. In all apijortionments of the Sen-
ate, the electoral population of the whole
State shaU be divided by the number thirty-

six, and the result produced by this division

shall be the senatorial ratio entitling a sen-

atox'ial district to a Senator.
Single or contiguous parishes shall be

formed into districts, having a population
the nearest possible to the number entitHng
a district to a Senator ; and if the apportion-
ment to make a parish or district fall short

of or exceed the ratio, then a district may
be formed having not more than two Sen-
ators; but not otherwise. No new appor-
tionment shaU have the eff"ect of abridging
the term of service of any Senator ah-eady
elected at the time of making the api^or-

tionment. After an enumeration has been
made as directed in the 19th article, the
Legislature shall not pass any law till an
apportionment of representation in both
Houses of the General Assembly be made.
Akt. 28. At the first session of the Gen-

eral Assembly, after this Constitution goes
into effect, the Senators shall be divided
equally, by lot, into two classes; the seats of

the Senators of the first class to be vacated
at the expiration of the term of the first

House of Representatives ; of the second

class at the expiration of the term of tJiex

second House of Representatives ; so tliafc.

one half shall be chosen every two yesss-

successively. When a district shall haTe-

elected two Senators, their respective ternjs-

of office shall be determined by lot.

Art. 29. The first election for Senators
shall be held at the same time with th&
election for Representatives ; and the!Ee^

after there shall be elections of Senators, at
the same time with each general election ^
Representatives, to fiU the places of these-

Senators whose term of office may have ex- -

pired,

Art. 30. Not less than a majority ©I

the members of each House of the General-
Assembly shall form a quorum to transafi-t

business ; but a smaller number may ad-
joiirn from day to day, and shall beautho?--
ized to compel the attendance of absent .

members.
Akt. 31. Each House of the General:'

Assembly shall judge of the qaalificatioo&r..

election and returns of its members; bata-
contested election shall be determined ire;

such manner as may be i^rescribed by la:w>

,

Akt. 32. Eaeli House of the General As-
sembly may determine the rules of its pix>-

ceedings, punish a member for disorderly-

conduct, and, with a concurrence of tw»-
thirds, expel a member; but not a second
time for the same offense.

Akt. 33. Each House of the General As-
sembly shall keep and puljlish weekly s
'journal of its own proceedings; and titO"-

yeas and nays of the members on any qises- -

tion, at the desire of any two of themjSballL
be enteretl on the journal.

Art. 34. Each House may punish, by ioa?—

prisonment, any person not a member, ics:

disrespect and disorderly behavior in its- •

presence, or for obstructing any of its pro-
ceedings; such imprisonment shall not eat-

ceed ten days for any one offense.

Art. 35. Neither House shall adjourn for-
more than three days, nor to any other
place than that in which it may be sittii^;^.

during the sessions of the General Assem-
bly, without the consent of the other.

Akt. 36. The members of the GeiaeraE.

Assembly shaU receive from the i^ublajv

treasury a compensation for their servieeSj-.

which shaU be eight doUars per day diuiug^; -

their attendance, going to and retumiiig;

from the sessions of their respective houses^
This compensation may be increased car

diminished by law, biit no alteration slialF

take effect during the period of service of _

the members of the House of Representtar-

fives by which such alteration shall liarer

been made. No session shall extend be-
yond the period of sixty days, to date frosas

its commencement. And any legislatxre-

action had after the exiiiration of saidi .
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period of sixty days shall be null and Toid;
but this last provision shall not apply to

the first session of the Legislature that

shall convene after the adoption of this

Constitution.
AuT. 37. The members of the General

Assembly, in all cases except treason, fel-

ony and breach of the peace, shall be pri-

Tileged from arrest during tlieir attend-
fince at the sessions of their respective

,

Louses, and going to or returning from the
.same ; and for any speech or debate in

•cither house shall not be questioned in any
other place.

Art. 38. No Senator or Representative,
dimng the term for which he was elected,

nor for one year thereafter, shall be ap-
pointed to any civil office of i^rofit under
this State, which shall have bee a created
or the emoluments of which may have been
increased during the time such Senator or
Representative was in office, exi-ei^t to such
offices as may be filled by an election by
the peoi^lo.

Aet. 39. No person, while he continues
to exercise the functions of a clergyman of

any religious denomination whatever, shall

l>e ehgible to the General Assembly.
Art. 40. No bill shall have the force of a

law, until, on three several days it be read
over iu each House of the General Assembly,
and free discussion allowed thereon ; unless
in case of urgency, four fifths of the house
"where the bill is pending, may deem it ex-

pedient to dispense with this rule.

Art. 41. All bills for raising revenue
Jihall originate in the House of Represen-
tatives ; but the Senate may propose amend-
>ients as in other bills ; Provided, It shall

Jiot introduce any new matter under the
Jolor of an amendment, which does not re-

)ate to raising revenue.
Art. 42. The General Assembly shall

Regulate by whom and in what manner,
»mts of election shall be issued to fill the
vacancies which may occur in either branch
thereof.

Art. 43. The Senate shall vote on the
confirmation or rejection of the officers to

1)6 appointed by the Governor with the
advice and consent of the Senate, by yeas
and nays; and the names of the Senators
voting for and against the aijpointments, re-

spectively, shall be entered on the journals
to be kept for the purj)ose, and made pubHc
on or before the end of each session.

Art. 44. Returns of all elections for

memberg of the General Assembly shall be
made to the Secretary of State.

Art. 45. In the year in which a regular
claction for a Senator of the United States
is to take jjlace, the members of the General
Assembly shall meet in the hull of the
£[ouBe of Representatives on the second

Monday following the meeting of the Legis-
lature, and proceed to said election.

TITLE in—EXECUTl VIS DEPARTMKNT.

Article 4G. The supreme executive power
of the State shall be vested in a Chief Ma-
gistrate, who shall be styled the Governor
of the State of Louisiana. He shall hold
his office during the term of four years, and,
together with the Lieutenant Governor,
chosen for the same term, be elected as fol-

lows: The quaUfied electors for representa-
tives shall vote for Governor and Lieutenant
Governor at the time and place of voting
for representatives ; the returns of every
election shall be sealed xip and transmitted
by the proper returning «fficer to the
Secretary of State, who shall dehvcr them
to the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives on the second day of the session of the
General Assembly then to be holden. The
members of the General Assembly shall

meet in the House of Representatives to
examine and count the votes. The person
having the greatest number of votes for

Governor shall be declared duly elected;

but in case of a tie vote between two or
more candidates, one of them shall imme-
diately be chosen Governor by joint vote of

the members of the General Assembly.
The person having the greatest number
of votes polled for Lieutenant Gov-
ernor shall be Lieutenant Governor ; but
in case of a tie vote between two or more
candidates, one of them shall be imme-
diately chosen Lieutenant Governor by
joint vote of the members of the General
Assembly.
Art. 47. No person shall be eligible to

the office of Governor or Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, who has not been five years a citizen

of the United States, and a resident of this

State two years next preceding his election,

nor shall any person be eligible to either

office, who has not attained the age af thir-

ty-five years.

Art. 48. The Governor shall be inehgible
for the succeeding four years after the ex-

piration of the time for which he shall have
been elected.

Art. 49. The Governor shall enter on the
discharge of his duties on the second Mon-
day in January next ensuing his election,

and shall continue in office until the Mon-
day next succeeding the day that his suc-

cessor shall be declared duly elected, and
shall have taken the oath or ofBrmation re-

quired by the Constitution.

Art. 50. No member of Congress, or any
person holding office under the United
States Government, shall be eligible to the
office of Governor or Lieutenant Governor.
Art. 51. In case of impeachment of the

Governor, his removal from office, death,
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refusal or inability to qualify, or to dis-

oliarge the po'vrers and duties of of his of-

fice, resignation or absence from the State,

the powers and duties of the office shall

devolve upon the Lieutenant Governor for

the residue of the term, or until the Gov-
ernor, absent or impeached, shaU return or

be acquitted, or the disability be removed.
The Legislature may provide by law for the

case of removal, impeachment, death, re-

signation, disability or refusal to qualify, of

both the Governor and the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, declaring what officer shall act anS

Governor ; and such officer shall act accord-

ingly, until the disability be removed, or

for the remainder of the term.

Art. 52. The Lieutenant Governor or

officer discharging the duties of Governor,
shall during his administration, receive the

Bame compensation to which the Governor
would have been entitled had he continued
in office.

Art. 53. The Lieutenant Governor shall,

by virtue of his office, be President of the

Senate, but shall only vote when the Senate
is equally divided. Whenever he shall

administer the government, or shall be un-
able to attend as President of the Senate,

the Senators shall elect one of their own
members as President of the Senate for

the time being.

Aet. 54. The Governor shall receive a

salniy of eight thousand dollars per annum,
payable quarterly, on his own vrarrant.

Aet. 55. While acting as president of the

Senate, the Lieutenant Governor shall re-

ceive for his service the same compensation
which shall, for the same period, be al-

lowed to the Speaker of the House of Ee-
preseutatives, and no more.

Abt. 56. The Governor shall have power
to grant i-eprieves for all offenses against the

State, and, except in cases of impeachment,
shall, with the consent of the Senate, have
power to grant pardons, remit fines and
forfeitures, after conviction. In cases of

treason he may grant reprieves until the
end of the next session of the General As-

sembly, in which the power of pardoning
shall be vested.

Art. 57. He shaU be Commander-in-Chief
of the militia of this State, except when
they shall be called into the eervic* of the
United States.

Art. 58. He shall nominate, and, by and
with the ad-vice and consent of the Senate,
appoint all officers whose offices are es-

tabUshed by the Constitution, and whose
appointments are not herein otherwise pro-
vided for ; Provided, bowev«r, that the
Legislature shall have right to prescribe
the mode of appointment to all other offices

established by law.

Art. 59. The Governor shaU have power

to fill vacancies that may happen during
the recess of the Senate, by granting com-
missions which shall expire at the end of

the next session thereof, unless otherwise
provided for in this Constitution ; but no
person who has been nominated for office

and rejected by the Senate, shall be ap-
pointed to the same office, during the recess

of the Senate.
Art. 60. He may require information,

in writing, from the officers in the Execu-
tive Department upon any subject re-

lating to the duties of their respective
offices.

Art. 61. He shall, from time to time,

give to the General Assembly information
respecting the situation of the State, and
recommend to their consideration such
measures as he may deem expedient.

Art. 62. He may, on extraordinary
occasions, convene the General Assembly
at the seat of Government, or at a different

place if that should have become dangerous
from an enemy or from epidemic ; and in
ease of disagi'eement between the two
Houses as to the time of adjournment, he
may adjourn them to such time as he
may think proper, not exceeding four
months.
Art. 63. He shall take care that the la^ws

be faithfully executed.

Art. 64. Every biU which shall have
passed both Houses shall be presented to

the Governor; if he approve, he shall sign

it, if he do not, he shall return it with his

objections to the House iu which it origin-

ated, which shall enter the objections at

large upon its journal, and proceed to re-

consider it; if, after such reconsideration, a

majority of all the members elected to that

House shall agree to pass tlie bill, it shall be
sent with the objections to the other House,
by which it shallbe likewise reconsidered, and
if approved by a majority of the members
elected to that House, it shall be a law

;

but in such cases the vote of both Houses
shall be determined by yeas and nays, and
the names of members voting for or against

the biU shaU bo entered on the journal of

each House respectively. If any bUl shall

not be returned by the Governor within

five days after it shall have been presented
to him, it shall be a law in like manner as

if he had signed it ; unless the General
Assembly, by adjoiirnment, prevent its re-

turn, in which case the said biU shall bo
returned on the first day of the meeting of

the General Assembly after the expiration

of said five days, or be a law.

Art. 66. Every order, resolution or vote,

to which the concurrence of both houses
may be necessary, except on a question of

adjournment, shall be presented 'to the

Governor, and before it shaU take effect, be
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*ppro\Bed by him, or, being disapproved,
shall be reprtssed by a majority of the mem-
bers elected to each house of the General
Assembly.
Abt. 66. There shall be a Secretary of

State, who shall hold his office during the
term for which the Governor shall have been
elected. The records of the State shaU be
kept and preserved in the ollice of the Sec-
retary ; he shall keep a fair register of the
official sxcts and proceeiliugs of the Gover-
nor, and when necessary shall attest them

;

he shall, when required, Lay the said regis-

ter, and all pajjers, minutes and vouchers,
relative to his office, befoi-e either House of

the General Assembly, and shall perform
such other duties as may be enjoined on
him by law.

Art. 67. There shall be a Treasurer of

the State and an Auditor of Pubhc Ac-
counts, who shall hold their respective of-

fices during the term of four years. At the
first election under this Constitution, the
Treasurer shall be elected for two years.

Art. 68. The Secretary of State, Treas-
TU'er and Auditor of Public Accounts shall

be elected by the qualified electors of the
State; and in case of any vacancy caused
by the resignation, death or absence of the
Secretary, Treasurer or Auditor, the Gov-
ernor shall order an election to fill said

vacancies.

Art. 69. The Treasurer and the Auditor
shall receive a salary of five thousand dol-

lars per annum each. The Secretary of
State shall receive a salary of three thou-
sand dollars per annum.

Art. 70. AU commissions shall be in the
name and by the autliority of the State of
Louisiana, and shall be sealed with the seal

of the State, signed by the Governor and
countersigned by the Secretary of State.

TrriiE rv

—

judiciary department.

AjtT. 71. The judicial power shaU be
vested in a Supreme Court, in district

courts, in parish couris and in Justices of
the Peace.
Art. 72. The Supreme Court, except in

cases hereinafter provided, shall have ap-
pelate jurisdiction only ; which jurisdiction
shall extend to all cases when the matter in
dispute shall exceed five hundred dollars

;

and to all cases in which the constitution-
aUty or legahty of any tax, toll, or impost
of any kind or nature whatsoever, shall be
in contestation, whatever may be the
amount thereof ; and likewise to all fines,

forfeitures, and penalties, imposed by
municijial cor2)orations, and in such cases
the appeal shall be direct from the court in
which the case originated to the Supreme
Court; and in criminal cases, on question of
law only, whenever the punishment of

death, or imprisonment at hard labor has'-

been inflicted, or when a fine exceeding
five hundred doUars is actually imposed.
Art. 73. The Supreme Court shall be

composed of one Chief Justice, and four
Associate Justices ; a majority of whom
shall con.stitute a quorum. The Chief
Jiistice shall receive a salary of seven thou-
sand five hundred dollars, and each of the
Associate Justices a salary of seven thou-
sand dollars, annually, jjayable quarterly,
on theii' own warrants. Tlie Chief Justice
and the Associate Justices shall be appoint-
ed by the Governor, with the advice and
consent of the Senate, for the term of eight
years. They shall be citizens of the United
States, and shall have practiced law in this
State five years before their appointment.
The court shall appoint its own clerks ;

they may remove them at pleasure.

Art. 74. The Supreme Court shall hold
its sessions in the city of New Orleans,
from the first Monday in the month of No-
vember to the end of the month of May,
The Legislature shaU have power to fix

the sessions elsewhere during the rest of
the year; until otherwise provided, the
sessions shaU be held as heretofore.

Art. 75. The Supreme Court, and each
of the judges thereof, shaU have power to
issue ^\Tits of luiheas corpus, at the instance
of aU pti'sons in actiial custody, in all cases
when they may have appeUate jurisdiction.

Art. 76. No judgment shaU be rendered
by the Supreme Court, without the con-
currence of a majority of the judges com-
possing the court. Whenever the majority
cannot concur, in consequence of the re-
cusation of any member of the court, the
judges not recused shaU have power to call

u^jon any judge or judges of the district

courts, whose duty it shaU be, when so
caUed upon, to preside in the place of the
judge or judges recused, and to aid in de-
termining the case.

Art. 77. All judges by virtue of their
office, shaU be conservators of the peace,
throughout the State. The style of aU pro
ce.ss shaU be " The State ofLouisiana. " AU
prosecutions shaU be carried on in the name
and by the authority of "The State of
Louisiana," and conclude "Against the
peace and dignity of the same."

Art. 78. The judges of all courts when-
ever i^racticable, shaU refer to the law, in
virtue of which every definitive judgment
is rendered; but in aU cases they shall ad-
duce the reasons on which their judgment
is founded.
Art. 79. The judges of aU courts shall

be liable to impeachment, for high crimes
and misdemeanors. For any reasonable
cause the Governor shaU remove any of
them, on the address of two thirds of the
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members elected to each House of the Gen-
eral Assembly. In every such case the

cause or causes, for which such removal

may be required, shall be stated at length

in the address, and inserted in the journal

of each House.
AaT.' 80. No duties or functions shall

ever be attached, by law, to the Supreme
or district courts or the several judges

thereof, but such as are judicial; and the

said jiidges are prohibited from receiving

any fees of office, or other compensation
than their salaries, for any official duties

performed by them.

Akt. 81. The Legislature shall divide the

State into judicial districts, which shall re-

main unchanged for six years, and be sub-

ject to reorganization every sixth year. For
each district court one judge, learned in the

law, shall be appointed by the Governor or

with the advice and consent of the Senate.

For each district, there shall be one district

court; except in the parish of Orleans, in

which the Legislature may establish as

many district courts as the jjublic interest

may require. Until otherwise pro\dded,

there shall be seven district courts for the

parish of Orleans, to be designated as fol-

lows : the criminal court, the probate court,

the court of appeals from jiistices' courts,

and the fourth, fifth, sixth and seventh
district courts. The number of districts in

the State shall not be less than twelve nor
more than twenty. The judges of the dis-

trict coiu'ts shall appoint the clerks of their

respective courts, and may remove them at

pleasure.

Ajrt. 82. Each of said Judges shall re-

ceive a salary to be fixed by law, which
shall not be increased or diminished during
his term of office, and shaU never be less

than five thousand dollars. He must be a
citizen of the United States, over the age
of thirty years, and have practiced law for

the space of five years, the last three years
thereof in the State, next preceding his

appointment. The Judges of the district

court shall hold their office for the term of

six years.

Art. 83. The district courts shall

have original jurisdiction in all civil

cases, not probate, when the amount in
dispute exceeds five hundred dollars, ex-
clusive of interest. They shall have con-
current jurisdiction with the parish courts,

in probate matters, when there exists a con-
testation, and the amount in dispute is

over five hundred doUars, exclusive of

interest. In cirminal cases their jurisdic-

tion shall be imlimited. They shall have
appellate jurisdiction in civil ordinary
suits, when the amount in dispiite ex-

ceeds one hundred doUars, exckisive of
interest.

Art. 84. For each parish court, one
judge, learned in the law, shall be appoint-

ed by the Governor with tbe ad-sice and
consent of the Senate. He shall hold his

office for the term of six years. He shall

receive a salary, and fees to be prescribed

by law, until otherwise provided. Each
parish judge shall receive a salary of one
thousand dollars per annum, and such
fees as are now established by law for

clerks of courts. He shall be a citizen of

the TJ nited States, and shall have practiced

law in the State two years next preceding
his appointment.
Art. 85. The parish courts shall have

concurrent jurisdiction with the justices of

the peace in all cases, when the amount in
controversy is more than twenty-five dol-

lars, and less than one hundred dollars, ex-

clusive of interest. They shall have exclu-

sive original jurisdiction, in ordinary suits,

in all cases, when the amount in dispute ex-

ceeds one hundred dollars and does not ex-

ceed five hundred doUars; subject to an ap-

peal to the district court, in all cases, when
the amount in contestation exceeds one
hundred dollars, exclusive of interest. In
probate matters, they shall have concurrent
jurisdiction vdth district courts in all

cases, when there exists a contestation

or suit and the amount in dispute exceeds
five hundred dollars. In all other cases

they shall have exclusive original jurisdic-

tion in probate matters. In criminal mat-
ters, the parish court shall have jurisdiction

in all cases, when the penalty is not neces-

sarily imprisonment at hard labor, or death,

and when the accused shall waive trial by
jury. They shall also have the power of

a committing magistrate, and such other
jurisdiction as may be conferred on them
by law. There shall be no trial by jury be-

fore the parish courts.

Art. 86. In all probate matters, when the
amount in dispute shall exceed five hundred
dollars, exclusive of interest, the appeal
shall be directly from the parish to the Su-
preme Court.

Art. 87. The Justices of the Peace shall

be elected by the electors of each parish, in

the manner to be provided by the General
Assembly. They shall hold office for the
term of two years, and their comj^ensation
shall be fixed by law. Their jurisdiction in

civil cases shall not exceed one hundred
dollars, exclusive of interest—subject to an
appeal to the parish court, in all cases when
the amount in dispute shall exceed twenty-
five doUars, exclusive of interest. They
shaU have such criminal jiuisdiction as

shaU be provitled for by law.

Art. 88. In any case when the Judge may
be recused, and when he is not personaUy
interested in the matters in contestation, he
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shall eelect a lawyer, having the quahfica-

tions reqiiired for judges of the courts, to

try such cases. And when the Judge is

personally int-erested in the suit, he shiH
call upon the parish or district Judge as the

case may be, to try the case.

Art. 89. The General Assembly shall

have ix)wer to vest in the parish Judges the

right to grant such orders and to do such
acts as may be deemed neceesary for the
furtherance of the administration of jus-

tice, and in all cases the power thus grant-

ed shall be specified and determined.
AiiT. 90. There shall be an Attorney

General for the State, and a District At-

torney for each judicial district until other-

•wise provided by law, who shall be ap-

pointed by the Governor with the advice

and consent of the Senate. They shall be
selected from among those who are licensed

to practice law in this State.

Art. 91. A Sheriff and a Coroner shall be
appointed in each parish, by the Governor,
with the advice and consent of the Senate,

for the term of four years. As many
constables as may be designated by law
shall be elected by the registered voters of

the several districts or wards.

TITLE VI—IMPEACHMENT.

Art. 92. The power of impeachment
shall be vested in the House of Represen-
tatives.

Art. 93. Impeachments of the Gover-
nor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney Gen-
eral Secretary of State, State Treas-

tirer, and of the Judges of the inferior

courts, Justices of the Peace except-

ed, shall be tried by the Senate ; the Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court, or the senior

judge thereof, shall preside during the trial

of such impeachment. Impeachments of

the Judges of the Supreme Court shall be
tried by the Senate. When sitting as a

court of impeachment, the Senators shall

be upon oath or affirmation, and no person
snail be convicted without the concurrence
of two thirds of the benators present.

Art. 94. Judgments in cases of impeach-
ment shall extend only to removal from of-

fice, and disquaUfication from holding any
office of honor, trust or profit under the

State ; but the convicte'd parties shaU, nev-
ertheless, be subject to indictment, trial and
punishment according to law.

TITIiE VI GENERAL PROVISIONS.

Art. 95. Every male person of the age of

twenty-one years or upwards, who shall be
a citizen of the United States, and who shaU
have been an inhabitant in this State one
year next preceding an election, and the
last three months within the parish in which
he offers to vote, shall be deemexl an elector,

except those disfranchised by this Constitu-

tion, paupers and persons under interdic-
tion. No person who shall attain the age
of twenty-one years after the first day of
January, eighteen hundred and seventy-
two, or who shall come into the. State after

that day, shall be allowed to vote until he
can read and write. No elector shaU be
permitted to vote at any election who shall

not have paid the taxes due by him to the
State at the time he offers to vote.

Art. 9G. The following persons shall

be prohibited from voting or from
holding any office of honor, trust,

or profit in this State, to wit: All
persons who shall have been convicted
of treason, perjury, forgery, bribery, or
other crime punishable by imprisonment at
hard labor; all paupers and persons under
interdiction; and aU leaders or officers of
guerrilla bands during the late war
or rebellion. The following persons are

prohibited from voting or holding any
office of honor, trust or i)rofit in this State,

until after the first of January, one thou-
sand eight hundred and seventy-eight, to

wit: All persons who, before the first of

June, one thousand eight hundred and
sixty-one, held the office of Vice-Pres-
ident, Secretary of State, Secretary of War,
Secretary of the Interior, Secretary of the
Treasury, Postmaster General, or Attorney
General of the United States, diplomatic
agents of the United States, members of

Congress, Judges of the Supreme, circuit

and district courts of the United States,

Governors and Lieutenant Governors of

this State or of other States, Judges of

the Supreme and district courts of this

State, judges of the courts of last resort of

other States, members of the Legislature of

this State, since the adoption of the Con-
stitution of 1852, who approved or encoiu*-

aged the secession of this State or any
other State, members of secession conven-
tions who voted for or signed the ordinance

of secession, and commissioned officers of

the army or navy of the United States, who
at any time engaged in the late rebellion;

Provided, The Legislature may, by a vote

of two thirds of each House, remove such
dieability.

Art. 97. Members of the General As-

semby, and aU other officers, before they
enter upon the duties of the offices, shall

take the following oath or affirmation : I
(A B) do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I
will support the Constitution and laws of

the United States, and the Constitution and
laws of this State, and that I will faithfuUr

and impartially discharge and perform all

the duties incumbeJit on me as , ac-

cording to the best of my abiUty and un-
derstanding. So help me God.

AuT. 98. Treason against the State shall
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©onsist only in l&yjing "war against it, or in

adhering to its enemies—giving them aid

and comfort No person shall be convicted

of treason except on the testimony of two
•witnesses to the same overt acta or on his

confession in open court.

Ant. 99. All penalties shall be propor-

tioned to the nature of the effense.

AiiT. 100. The privilege of free suffrage

shall be supported by laws regulating

elections, and prohibiting, under adequate
penalties, all undue influence thereon from
power, bribery, tumult or other improper
practice.

Abt. 101. No money shall be drawn from
the Treasury, but in pursuance of specific

appropriations made by law ; a statement

and account of receipts and expenditures

of aU public moneys shall be made annual-

ly in such manner as shall be prescribed by
law.

Aet. 102. All civil officers of the State at

large shall be voters of and reside within

the State; and all district or parish officers

shail reside -within their respective districts

or parishes, and shall keep their offices at

such place therein as may be required by
law.

Ajrt. 103. AU civil officers shall be re-

m.ovable by an address of two thirds of the

members elect to each House of the General
Assembly, except those whose re-

moval is other-wdse provided for by this

Constitution,
Aet. 104. In all elections by tbe people

the vote shall be taken by ballot; and in all

elections by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives, jointly or separately, the vote
shall be given viva voce.

Abt. 105. No member of Congress or

person holding or excercising any office of

trust or profit under the United States or
ander any foreign power, shall be eligible sis a

member of the General Assembly, or hold
or exeroirto any office of trust or profit under
tixia State.

AitT. 106. None but citixens of the
Unit<»d States and of thi« State shall be
sippointed to any office of trust or profit in

tius State.

Abt. 107. The laws, public records and
the judicial and legislative written proceed-
ings of the State shall be promulgated,
preserved and conducted in the English
language.
Akt. 108. No power of suspending the

laws of this State shall be exercised except
by the General Assembly.
Akt. 109. No exposle facto or retroactive

law, nor any law impairing the obligation
of contracts, shall be passed, nor vested
rights be divested, unless for purposes of
public utility and for adequate comijensatiou
23reviou&ly made.

Abt. 110. Whenerer the General A^em-
bly shall contract a debt exceeding in
amount the sum of one hundred thousand
dollars, unless in case of war, to r«pel in-

vasion or suppress insun-ection, it shaU in
the law creating tlie debt pro\'ide adequate
ways and mean* for tlie payment of the
current intere^it and of the principal when
the same shall become due, and the said
law shall be irrepealable unless principal
and interest be fully paid, or unless the
repealing law contains some adequate pro-
vision for the payment of the principal and
interest of the debt.

Abt. 111. The General Assembly shall

provide by law for all change of venue in
civil and criminal cases.

Art. 112. The General Assembly may
enact general laws regTilating the adoption
of children, emancipation of minors and
the granting of divorces ; but no special

law shall be passed relating to particular or
individual cases.

Abt. 113. Every law passed by the Gen-
eral Assembly shall embrace but one object,

and that shall be expressed in the title.

Abt. 114. No law shall be revived or
amended by reference to ita title ; but in
such case the revived or amended sectioQ

shall be re-enacted and published at length.

Abt. 115. The General Assembly shall

never adopt any syt^tem or code of laws by
general reference to such system or code of

laws ; but in all cases shp^ll specify the
several provisions of the law it may enact.

Art. 116. No person shall hold or exer-

cise, at the same time, more than one office

of trust or profit except that of Justice of
the Peace or Notary Public.

Aet. 117. Taxation shad be equal and
uniform throughout the State; all property
shall be taxed in proportion to its value, to
bo ascertained as directed by law; the Gen-
ei-al Aaaembly nhall have power to exempt
from taxation property actually uned for

church, aehool or charitable purpose*. Th»
General Ajasembly may levy an income tax
upom all persons pursuing any occupation,
trade or cillin^, »fid all such persons shall

obtain a license, aa provided by law. AH
tax on income ahaU be pro rata on the
amount of income, or busineas done. The
General Assembly shall levy a poU tax on
all male inhabitants of this State, over
twenty-one years old, for school and chari-

table purposes, which tax shall never ex-

ceed one dollar and fifty cents per annum.
Abt. 118. None of the lands granted by

Congress to the State of Louisiana for

aiding in constructing the necessary leveea

and drains to reclaim the swamp and
overflowed lands of the State, shall be
diverted from the piui)ose for which they
were granted.
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Art. 119. No liability, either State,

parochial or municipal, shall exist for any
debts contracted for or in the interest of

the rebellion against the United States Gov-
ernment.

Art. 120. The General Assembly may
determine the mode of filling vacancies in

all offices for which provision is not made
in this Constitution.

AiiT. 121. The General Assembly shall

pass no law requiring a i^roperty qualifica-

tion for office.

Art. 122. All officers shaU continue to

discharge the duties of their offices until

their successors shall have been inducted
into office.

Art. 123. The General Assembly shall

provide for the protection of the rights of

married women to their paraphernal pro-
perty and for the registration of the same,
but no mortgage or privilege shall hereafter

affect third parties unless recorded in the
parish where the property to be aftected is

situated. The tacit mortgages and priv-

ileges now existing in this State shall cease
to have efi'ect against third persons after the
first day of January, one thousand eight
hundred and seventy, unless duly recorded.
The General Assembly shall pro\dde by law
for the registration of aU mortgages and
privileges.

Art. 121:. The General Assembly at its

first session under this Constitution shall

provide an annual pension for the veterans
of 1814 and 1815.

Art. 125. The General Assembly at its

first session under this Constitution shall

provide for the registration of voters
throughoiit the State, and no one shall be
jjermitted to vote unless registered.

AitT. 12(5. The miUtary shall be insubor-
dination to the civil power.

Art. 127. It shall be the duty of the
General Assembly to provide for the main-
tenance of all paupei's, and to require each
parish to supi^ort those residing within its

limits.

Art. 128. All obUgations given for Con-
federate money are null and void, and
shall not be enforced in the coiu'ts of this

State.

Art. 129. Obligations for the sale of per-

sons in the past and still unexecuted, are

null and void, and shall not be enforced by
the courts of this State.

Art. 130. The seat of government shall

be established at the city of Baton Ronge,
and shaU not be removed without the con-
sent of two thirds of the members of both
Houses of the General Assembly.

TTTIiK Vn—INTERNAIi IMPROVEMENTS.

Art. 131. There shall be a board of pub-
lic works to consist of one commiasioner

for each congressional district of the State.
Art. 132. The Governor shaU appoint

the commissioners by and with the advica
and consent of the Senate.

Art. 133. The commissioners shall be
residents of their resjiective districts, and
shall hold office for four years from the
date of their a^jpointment.
Art. 134. The General Assembly, at its

first ses.sion after the adoption of this Con-
stitution, shall provide for the organization
of the board of public works, prescribe its

duties and fix the compensation of the com-
missioners and all officers employed on the
public works.
Art. 135. The commissioners and such

of the officers employed on the public
works as may be determined by the Gen-
eral Assembly, shall give such bond for the
faithful performance of their duties as
shall be prescribed by law.

TITLlE Vin—EDUCATION.

Art. 136. It shall be the duty of the
General Assembly to make provision for the
education of aU the youths in the State be-
tween the ages of six and eighteen years,

without prejudice or partiality to any.

Art. 137. The proceeds of all lands here-
tofore granted by the United States for the
use and support of public schools, and of
aU lands or other property which may here-
after be bequeathed for that purpose, and of

all lands which may be granted or be-
queathed to the State and not granted
or bequeathed expressly for any other
purpose, which may hereafter be dis-

posed of by the State, and the pro-
ceeds of all estates of deceased per-

sons to which the State may be entitled byj
law, shall be held by the State as a loan and
shall be and remain a perpetual fund on
which the State shall pay an annual interest

i

of six per cent. , which interest, "with the in-

terest of the trust funds deposited with this

State by the United States, under act of Con-
gress approved June 23, 1836, and the rents

of unsold lands, shall be aj^propriated to

the supi^ort of such schools, and this appro-
priation shall remain inviolable.

Art. 138. No appropriation shall be made
by the Legislature for the sujiport of any
private school or institution of learning
whatever.
Art. 139. The Legislature shall provide

for the creation of a Superintendent of Pub-
lic Education, prescribe his duties and fix

his salary.

Art. 140. Institutions for the support of

the insane, the education and support of

the bhnd an'J the deaf and dumb, shall

always be fostered by the State, and be
subject to such regidations as may be pre-

scribed by the General Assembly.
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TTTIiE IX

—

MUjITIA.

Abt. 141. It shall be the duty of the

General Aasembly to organize the militia of

the State, and all able-bodied male citizens,

between the ages of eighteen and forty

years, who are not disfranchised by the

Constitution and laws of the United States

and of this State, shall be liable to militia

duty.
Art. 142. The Governor shall appoint all

commissioned officers, subject to confirma-

tion or rejection by the Senate, except the

staff officers, who shall be apjjointed by
their respective chiefs, and commissioned
by the Governor.

TITLK X—MODE OF REVISING THE CONSTITU-
TION.

Art. 143. Any amendment, or amend-
ments, to this Constitution, may be pro-

posed in the Senate or House of Repre-
sentatives, and if the same shall be agreed
to by two-thirds of the members elected

to each House, such proposed amend-
ment or amendments shall be entered on
their journals with the yeas and nays taken
thereon, and the Secretary of State shaU
cause the same to be jDublished three

months before the next general plection

for Representatives to the General Assem-
bly, in at least one newspaper in every
parish in the State in which a newspaper
shall be i^ublished ; and such proposed
amendment or amendments shall be sub-
mitted to the jjeople at said election ; and
if a majority of the voters at said election

shaU approve and ratify such amendment
or amendments, the same shall become a
part of this Constitution. If more than
one amendment shall be submitted at one
time, they shall be submitted in such
manner and form that the i:)eople may
vote for or against each smendnient sepa-

rately.

TITLE XI—SCHEDULE.

Ar'^l 144. The ordinance of secession of

the State of Louisiana, passed 26th Janu-
ary, 1861, is hereby declared to be null and
void. The Constitution adopted in 1864,

and all previous constitutions in the State
of Louisiana are declared to be superseded
by this Constitution.

Art. 145. All rights, actions, prosecu-
tions, claims, contracts and all laws in force

at the time of the adoption of this Constitu-
tion, and not inconsistent therewith, shaU
continue, as if the same had not been adopt-
ed; all judgments and judicial sales, mar-
riages and executed contracts made in good
faith and in accordance with existing laws
in this State, rendered, made, or entered
into between the 26th January, 1861, and
the date when this Constitution shall be

adopted, are hereby declared to be valid,

except the following laws

:

"An act to authorize the widening of the
new canal and basin," approved March
14th, 1867.

"An act to amend and re-enact the 121st
section of an act entitled ' An act relative

to crimes and offenaes,' " approved Dec.
20, 1865.

'
' An act for the punishment of persons

for tampering with, persuading or enticing
away, harboring, feeding or secreting labor-

ers, servants or apprentices," approved
Dec. 21, 1865.

"An act to punish, in certain cases, the
employers of laborers and apprentices," ap-
proved Dec. 21, 1865.

"An act in relation to exemption from
State, parish and city taxes for the years
1862, 1863, 1864 and 1865, in certain cases,"
certified 16th March, 1866.

"An act granting ferry privileges to C
K. Marshall, his heirs or assigns," ap-
proved March 10, 1866.

"An act to authorize the Board of Levee
Commissioners, of the levee district in the
parishes of Madison and Carroll, to issue
bonds," etc., etc, approved March 28,

1867.

Section third of "An act to organize the
police of New Orleans and to create a poHce
board therein," approved 12th Febniary,
1866.

Art. 146. The laws relative to the duties
of officers shall remain in force, though
contrary to this Constitution, and the
several duties be performed by the respec-
tive officers until the organization of the
Government under this Constitution.

Art. 147. The Legislature shall x^rovide

for the removal of causes now pending in

the courts of this State to courts created
by or under this Constitution.

ORDINANCE.

Art. 148. Immediately upon the ad-

journment of this Convention, this Con-
stitution shall be submitted for ratification

to the registered voters of the State, in

conformity to the act of Congress entitled
'
' An act to provide for the more efficient

government of the rebel States," and the
acts supplementary thereto.

Art. 149. After the Constitution shaU
have been ratified, the President of the
Convention, or, in case of his death or ab-

sence, the Chief Justice of the State, shall

immediately give notice of the ratification

thereof, and order an election of aU elective

officers under this Constitution, to take
place within thirty days thereafter. Imme-
diately after the ratification of this Consti-

tution, the President of the Convention
shall aj^point one registrar in each parish,
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except the parish of Orleans, and one in
«aoh district of the parish of Orleans,
ifho shaU, each in his parish or district, ajj-

point cominisaiouers to hold the first

©lection under this Constitution.

Akt. 150. The election thus ordered shjJl

be held at the place now prescribed
by law, and shall continue two days,
the place for voting to be kept open from
Bun-rise to sun-set each day. Returns shall

be made in duplicate, sworn to by the com-
missioners holding the election, and for-

warded within three days thereafter to the
registriu* of the parish or district. The
registrar shall immediately forward one
copy of said returns to the President of the
Convention, or in case of his death, to the
Chief Justice of the State, who shall withiu

days after the last day of the said

election make proclamation of the result

thereof. All officers thus elected shiill

enter upon the discharge of their res^jec-

tive duties on the Monday next succeeding
the day upon which the proclamation here-
tofore provided for shall be made, and con-
tinue in office until their successors shall be
inducted into office.

The Committee reported as follows upon
the following resolutions referred to them

:

Of Mr. Jones, in reference to raih'oads

—

Adversely.
Of Mr. Smith, of Orleans, in reference

to Constitution of 1864—-the views of the
Committee therein embodied in report.

Of Mr. Vrlfroit, of Ascension, in refer-

ence to amending the Constitution—-i^d-

versely.

Of Mr. Tinchant, of Orleans—the views
of the Committee therein embodied in re-

port

Mr. Cooley called the attention of the

Convention to an error in the report on th«

insertion of Ai'ticle 35, and moved that it

be stricken from the report and the articxUs

jenunibered accordingly. Adopted-

Mr. Ingraham, of Caddo, in behalf of the

idnority of the committee, submitted the

Jollowing report

:

We, the undersigned, Committee on
Draft of Constitution, beg leave to submit
the following minority report :

James H. Ikgbaham,
J. H. A. Roberts,
P. F. VaijFroit,
Charles Leroy.

pbeamblb.

We, the people of the State of Louisiana,
gratefid, to Almighty God, the Sovereign
Ruler of Nations, for onr liberties and our
connection with the American Union, and

acknowledging our dependence upon Him
for the continuance of these blessings to
us and our posterity, do, for the more cer-

tiiin security thereof and for the govern-
ment of this State, ordain and establish
this Constitution,

TITIiB I

—

BTLJj OP BIGHTS.

Article 1. All persons, without regard
to race, color or previous condition born
or naturalized in the United States, and
inhabitants of this State, one year, are citi-

zens of this State, and shall enjoy the
same public, civil and jjohtical rights and
pri^'ileges, and be subject to the same pains
and penidties.

Art. 2. All men are born free and equaJ,
and have certain inalienable rights; among
these are hfe, Uberty and the pursuit of
happiness. To secure these rights, gov-
ernments are instituted among men, de-
riving their just powers from the consent
of the governed.-
Abt. 3. There shaJl be neither slavery

nor involuntary servitude in tnis State,

otherwise than for the iJunishment of crime,
whereof the party shidl have been duly con-
victed.

Art. 4. Every person may freely speak,
writa and publish his sentiments on all

subjects—being responsible for the abuse
of that right—and no laws shall be passed
to restrain or abridge the lilierty of speech
or of the press. In all criminal prosecu-
tions or indictments for libel the truth may
be given in evidence, and if it shall appear
to the jury that the matter cho.rged as
libelous be true, and was pubHshed for

good motives and for justifiable ends, the
p;\rfcy shall be acquitted and the jnry shall

have the right to determine the law and the
fact

Ajjt. 5. The right of the people peaceably
to aasemble to consult for the oommon j|ooa

and to petition the government or any dfi-

p?wtment thereof, shall never be abridged.
AjTf. 6. The right of trial by jury shall

not be violated.

Art. 7. All persons shall be bailable bj
sufficient sureties except for capital offens««

where the proof is evident or the presump-
tion great. Excessive bail shall not be re-

quired or excessive fines imposed, nor cruel
and unusual punishments inflicted.

Art. 8. In all criminal prosecutions, and
in cases invoMng the life or liberty of an
individual, the accused shall have the right

to a speedy and public trial by an impai-
tial jiu-y; to be informed of the accusation
against him; to have a copy of the same
when demanded; to be confronted vrith the
witnesses against him; to have comjiulsoiy
process for his witnesses, and to have the
assistance of counsel.
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Art. 9. No person sliaU be held to answer
for a criminal offense imless on the present-

ment or indictment of a grand jury, excei^t

in case of impeachment, or in cases cogniz-

able by Justices of the Peace, or arising in

the army or navy, or in the militia when in

actual ser\dce in time of war or public

danger; and no person, for the same offense,

shall be put twice in jeox^ardy of punish-

ment, nor shall be compelled in any criminal

case to be a witness against himself. All

persons shall, before conviction, be bailable

by sufficient sureties, excejDt for capital

offenses when the proof is evident or the
presumption great, and the privilege of the

writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended,
unless when, in cases of rebellion or in-

vasion, the i^ublic safety may require.

Akt. 10. All courts shall be open, and
every person, for an injury done him in his

land, goods, person or repiitation, shaU
have remedy by due process of law and
justice administered Avithout denial or

delay.

AiiT. 11. The right of all citizens to

travel and be entertained shall not be in-

fringed, or in any manner whatever be
abridged in this State.

Akt. 12. No ijublic money or monies
shall be given or funds be bestowed uj)on

any charitable or public institution in this

State that makes any distinction among
the cititizeus of this State.

Aet. 13. Treason against the State shall

consist only in levying war against the
same or in adhering to its enemies—giving
them aid and comfort. No person shall

be convicted of treason unless on the testi-

mony of two witnesses to the same overt
act or on confession iu open court.

Akt. 14. The right of the i^eople to be
secure in their jjersons, houses, papers and
effects against unreasonable searches and
seizures, shall not be violated; and no
warrant shall issue but on probal^le cause,

supported by oath or affirmation and par-
ticulaiiy describing the place to be searched
and the person or things to be seized.

Aet. 15. AU children bound out by any
law enacted by any '^so-called'" General
Assembly in this State since the year
eighteen hundred and sixty-two, shall be
released and returned to their parents or
relatives, by any court of competent juris-

diction, after the adoption of this Consti-
tution.-

Akt. 1G. The property of no person shall

be taken for pubHc use without just com-
pensation therefor; and no person shall be
imprisoned for debt, except for fraud.
Art. 17. No jierson shall be imprisoned

for delit in any civil action or mesne or
final process, unless in case of fraud.

Akt. 18. All men have a natural and in-

8

defeasible right to worship Almighty God
according to the dictates of their own con-
science. No person shall be compelled tc
attend, erect or support any place of
worship, or maintain any form of worship
against his consent, and no preference shall

be given by law to any rcHgious society,,

nor shall any interference with the rights

of conscience be permitted. No religious

test shall be required as a quahfication for

office, nor shall any person be incompetent
to be a Avituess on account of his religious-

behef ; but nothing herein shaU be con-
strued to dispense Avith oaths and aifirma-

tions. Kengion, morality and knowledge,
howcA'er, being essential to good govern-
ment, it shall be the duty of the General
Asseml">ly to pass suitable laws to protect

every rehgious denomination in the peace-
ful enjoyment of its own mode of public-

worship.
Akt. 10. The military shall be in strict

subordination to the civil jjower. That all

power is vested iu, and consequently de-
rived from the people; that magistrates are
but their servants and trustees and at all

times amenable and accessible to them.
Art. 20. That aU elections shall be free;

and that all men, except such as are dis-

franchised, shall have and exercise the right

of siiffrage.

Art. 21. That no person shall be trans-

ported out of this State for trial for anjr

offense committed within the same.
i\.RT. 22. To guard against the transgres-

sion of the high poAvers Avliich Ave have
delegated we declare that everything in

this article is excepted out of the general
powers of goA'ernment and shall ever re-

main inviolable.

TITLE n—DISTRIBrTIOX OF POWBES.

Akt. 23. The powers of the government
of the State of Louisiana shall be diAided
into three distinct departments, and each
of them shall be confined to a separate

body of magistracy, to-wit: those Avhicli

are legislative to one, those which are ex-

ecutive to another, and those which are

judicial to another.

No one of these departments, nor an-*

person holding office in one of them, shaU
exercise power i^roperly belonging to eithel

of the others, except in the instances heroi,

inafter expressly directed or permitted.

TITLE m—LEGISLATIA'E DEPAET3IENT.
Art. 24. The Legislative power of the

State shall be vested in tAvo distinci!

branches. The one to be styled ' 'the House
of Eepresentatives, " the other "the Senate,"

and both "the General Assembly of the
State of Louisiana."
Aet. 25. The members of the House of

Eepresentatives shall continue in office fo;'
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two years from the day of the closing of

the general elections.

AiJT. 2G. KeprescDtatives shall be cho-

sen on the first Monday in November every

two years, and the election shall be com-

pleted in one day. The General Assembly

shall meet annually on the first Monday in

January, unless a different day be appoint-

ed by law, and their sessions shall be held

at the seat of government.

Art. 27. Every elector itnder this Con-

stitution, shaU be eligible to a seat in the

House of Kepreseutatives ; and every

elector who has reached the age of tweiity-

five years, shaU be ehgible to the Senate
;

Provided, That no person shall be a Kepre-

sentative or Senator, unless at the time of

his election, he be a (qualified elector of the

representative or senatorial district from

which he is elected.

Art. 28. Elections for members of the

General Assembly shall be held at tUe

several election precincts established by
law.

Art. 29. Kepresentation in the House
of Kepresentatives shall bo equal and uni-

form, and shall be ascertained and regula-

ted by the numl^er of qualified electors
;

each parish in the State being entitled to

at least one Representative. An enumera-
tion of the quiJified electors of this State,

by the State authorities, shall be made in

1868 ; a second in 1875, and an enumeration
shall be made regularly eveiy ten years
thereafter, for the purpose of ascertaining

the total population, as weU as the number
of quahfied electors in each i^arish and
election district ; and in case of informali-

ty, omission or error, in the census retiunis

from any district, the Legislature shall

order a ncAv census taken in such parish or

election distriet.

Art. 30. At the first session of the Legis-
latiu'e, after the making of each enumera-
tion, the Legislatiu'e shall apportion the
representation amongst the several i^arishes

and representative districts, on the basis of

qualified electors as aforesaid. A represent-

ative number shall be fixed, and each par-

ish and represontiitive district shall have as

many Eepresentatives astheaggTCgate num-
ber of its electors vrill entitle it to have, and
an additional Representative for any frac-

tion exceeding one half of the representa-
tive number. The number of Representa-
tives shall never exceed one hundred and
twenty, nor be less than ninety.
Art. 31. Until an apportionment shall

be made, and elections held under the
same, in accordance vciili the first enumera-
tion to be made as d irected in Art. No. 29
the representation in the Senate and House
of Representatives ehall be as follows :

For the parish of Orleans, and to be elect-

ed as follows

:

First Representative District 2
Second
Tliird

Fourth
Fifth
Sixth
Seventh
Eighth
Ninth
Tenth
Eleventh

Ascension 2
Assumption 2
Avoyelles 2
Baton Rouge, East 3
Baton Rouge, "West 1

Bienville 1

Bossier 2
Caddo 3
Calcasieu 1

I

Caldwell 1

Carroll 2
Catahoula 1

j
Claiborne 2
Concordia 2
DeSoto 2
Fehciana, East 2
Feliciana, West 1

Franklin ' 1
Iber\ille 2
Jaclvson 1

Jefterson 4
Lafayette 1

Lafourche 2
Livingston 1

Madison 1
Morehouse 1

Natchitoches 2
Ouachita 2
Plaquemine 1

Point Coupee 2
Rapides 3
Sabine 1

St. Bernard 1

St. Charles '. 1

St. Helena 1

St. James 2
St. John Bajitist 1

St. Landi-y 4
St. Martin's 2
St. Mary's 2
St. Tammany 1

Tensas 2
Terrebonne 2
Union 1

VermiUion 1

Washington 1

Winn 1

Total 101

And the State shall be divided into tliQ

following senatorial districts: to-wit;



JOUENAL OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONTENTION. m
The First, Second and Third Represen-

tative Districts of New Orleans shall form
one senatorial district and elect three Sen-
ators.

The Foiirth, Fifth and Sixth Representa-
tive Districts of New Orleans shaU form one
district and elect two Senators,

The Seventh, Eighth and Ninth Repre-
sentative Districts of New Orleans and the
parish of St. Bernard shall form one district

and elect two Senators.

The Tenth Representative District of

New Orleans shall form a district and elect

one Senator.

Fifth District of New Orleans and the
parish of Plaquemine shaU form one dis-

trict and elect one Senator.
The parishes of Jefferson, St. Charles

and St. John Baptist shall form one dis-

trict and elect two Senators.

The parishes of Ascension and St. James
shall form one district and elect one Sen-
ator.

The parishes of Assumption, Lafoiu'che
and Terrebonne shaU form one district and
elect two Senators.
The parishes of Vermillion and St.

Mary shall form one district and elect one
Senator.
The parishes of Calcasieu, Lafayette and

St. Landry shall form one district and elect

two Senators.
The parishes of Livingston, St. Helena,

Washington and St. Tammany shaU form
one district and shall elect one Senator.
The parishes of Point Couioee, East Feli-

ciana and West Feliciana shall form one dis-

trict and elect two Senators.
The parish of East Baton Rouge shall

form one district and elect one Senator.
The parishes of West Baton Rouge, Fber-

viUe and St. Martin shall form one district

and elect two Senators.

The parishes of Concordia and Avoy-
elles shall form one district and elect one
Senator.
The parishes of Tensas and Franklin

shall form one district and elect one Sen-
ator.

The parishes of CarroU, Madison and
Morehouse shall form one district and elect

two Senators.

The parishes of Ouachita and CaldweU
shall form one district and elect one Sena-
tor.

The parishes of Jackson and Union shall

form one district and elect one Senator.

The parishes of Bossier, Bienville and
Claiborne shall form one district and elect

two Senators.

The i^arish of Caddo shall form one dis-

trict and elect one Senator.
The parishes of DeSoto, Natchitoches

and Sabine shall form one district and elect
two Senators.
The parish of Rapides shall form one dis-

trict and elect one Senator.
The parishes of Catahoula and Winn shall

form one district and elect one Senator.
Thirty-six Senators in all.

Akt. 32. The House of Representa-
tives shall choose its Speaker and other
officers.

Akt. 33. Electors, in all cases, excepfc
treason, felony or breach of the peace,
shall be privileged from arrest during their
attendance on, going to and returning from
elections.

Akt. 34. At its first session under this
Constitution, the Legislature shall pro-
vide by law that the names and resi-
dence of aU qualified electors shall bo
registered in order to entitle them to vote ;
but the registry shall be free of cost to tha
elector. i

Akt. 35. No person shall be entitled to
vote at any election held in this State
except in the iDarish of his residence and
at the election precinct in which he is re-
gistered.

Art. 36. The members of the Senata
shall be elected for the term of four years,
and when assembled the Senate shall hay©
power to choose its own oificers.

Akt. 37. During every year in which
they ai^portion representation in the House
of Representatives, the Legislature shall
divide the State into senatorial districts.

Art. 38. No parish shall be divided itt

the formation of a senatorial district, the
parish of Orleans excepted; and whenever a«

new parish be (is) created, it shall be at-
tached to the senatorial district from which,
most of its territory is taken, or to another
contigr.ous district, at the discretion of the
Legislature, but shall not be attached ta
more than one district. The number of
Senators shaU be thirty-.six; and they shaU.
be ai^portioned among the senatorial dis-
tricts according to the electoral population
of said districts.

Akt. 39. In aU apportionments of the
Senate, the electoral population of the
whole State shall be divided l)y the number
thirty-six, and the result produced by this
division shall be the senatorial ratio entitl-
ing a senatorial district to a Senator,

Single or contiguous parishes shall be
formed into districts, having a population
the nearest possible to the number entithng
a district to a Senator; and if the appor-
tionment to make a parish or district fall

short of or exceed the ratio, then a district
may be formed having not more than two
Senators, but not otherwise. No new ap-
portionment shall have the effect of abridg-
ing the term of service of any Senator
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already elected at the time of making the I Akt. 48. The members of the General

apportionment. After an enumeration has Assembly shall receive from the pnbUc
Jjeen made as directed in the 29th article, Treasury a compensation for their services,

the Legislature shall not pass any law till

an apportionmc ut of represi'ntation in both

Houses of the General Assembly be made.
Akt. 40. At the first session of the Gen-

eral Assembly, after this Constitution takes

effect, the Senators shall be divided equally

J)y lot into two classes; the seats of the

Senators of the first class to be vacated at

the expiration of the term of the first

House of Representatives; of the second

class at the expiration of the term of the

second House of Representatives; so that

one half shall be chosen every t^yo years

successively. In case any district shall

liave elected two Senators, said Senators

IshaU vacate their seats respectively at the

end of the terms aforesaid, and lots shall be

tlrawn between them.
Art. 41. The first election for Senators

which shall be eight dollars per day during
their attendance, going to and returning
from the sessions of their resi^ec-

tive Houses. This compensation may
be increased or diminished by law,

but no alteration shall take effect diuing
the period of ser^•ice of the members of

the House of Representatives by which
suah alteration shall have been made. No
session shall extend beyond the i^eriod of

sixty days, to date from its commence-
ment. And any legislative action had
after the expiration of said sixty days
shall be nuU and void ; but this

last provision shall not apjjly to the
first session of the Legislatiu-e that shall

convene after the adojjtion of this Consti-
tution.

Akt. 49. The members of the General

shall be held at the same time with the I Assembly, in aU cases except treason, felony

election for representatives; and thereafter
j

and breach of the peace, shall be privileged

ihere shall be elections of Senators at the from arrest during their attendance at the

jsame time with each general election of sessions of their resi^ective houses, and
representatives, to flU the places of those going to or retiirning from the same; and
Senators whose term of service may have for any speech or deljate in either house

expired,
Akt. 42. Not less than a majority of the

members of each House of the General As-

sembly shall form a quoriim to transact

J)usiness; but a smaller number may ad-

journ from day to day, and shah, be author-

ized by law to compel the attendance of ab-

sent members.
Akt. 43. Each House of the General

Assembly shall judge of the qualification,

election and returns of its members ; but a

contested election shall be determined in

such manner as may be prescribed by law.

Akt. 44. Each House of the General

Assembly may determine the rules of its

proceedings, punish a member for disorder-

ly conduct, and, with a concurrence of two
thirds, expel a member ; but not a second

time for the same offense.

Akt. 45. Each House of the General
Assembly shall keep and publish weekly, a

journal of its own proceedings ; and the

yeas and nays of the members on any ques-

tion, at the desu-e of any two of them,

shall be entered on the journal.

Akt. 46, Each House may punish, by
imprisonment, any person not a member,
for disrespect and disorderly behavior in its

presence, or for obstructing any of its pro

ceedings ; such imprisonment shall not ex-

ceed ten days for any one offense.

Akt. 47. Neither House, diuing the ses-

sions of the General Assembly, vathout the

consent of the other, shall adjoiirn for

more than three days, nor to any other place

Jhan tliat m -p'hich they may be sitting.

shall not be qiiestioned in any other jjlace.

Art. 50. No Senator or Representative,

during the term for which he Avas elected,

nor for one year thereafter, shall be aj)-

pointed to any civil office of profit ixnder

this State, wliich shall have been created or

the emohiments of which have been in-

creased during the time such Senator or
Representative was in office, except to such
offices as may be filled by an election of the
people.

Akt. 51. No person, while he continueis

to exercise the functions of a clergyman of

any religious denomination whatever, shall

be eligible to the General Assembly.
Art. 52. No bill shall have the force of

a laAV, until, on three several days it be read
over in each House of the General Assembly,
and free discussion allowed thereon; unless

in case of urgency four fifths of the House,
where the bill is pending, may deem it ex-

l^edient to dispense with this rule.

Akt. 53. All bills for raising revenue
shall originate in the House of Rejaresenta-

tives ; but the Senate may propose amend-
ments as in other bills ; Frovided, It shall

not introduce any new matter under the

color of an amendment, which does notr

relate to raising revenue.

Akt. 54. The General Assembly shall

regulate by law, by whom and in what man-
ner, writs of election shall be issued to fill

the vacancies which maj' occur in either

branch thereof.

Akt. 55. The Senate shall vote on the

confirmation or rejection of the officers to
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be appointed by the Governor, with the ad-

vice and consent of the Senate, by yeas

and nays ; and the names of the Senators

voting for or against the appointments,
respectively, shall be entered on the journals

to be kept for the purpose, and made pub-
lic on or before the end of each session.

Akt. 56. Retiu'ns of all elections for

memliers of the General Assembly shall be
made to the Secretary of State.

Akt. 57. In the year in which a regular

election for a Senator of the United States

is to take place, the membei's of the

General Assembly shall meet in the haU
of the House of Representatives on the

second Monday following the meeting of

the Legislature, and proceed to said elec-

tion.

TITLE r\'—EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT.

Akt. 58. The supreme executive power
of the State shall be vested in a Chief
Magistrate, who shall be styled the Gov-
ernor of the State of Louisiana. He shall

hold his office during the term of two years,

and, together with the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, chosen for the same term, be elected

as follows: The qualified electors for Repre-
sentatives shall vote for Governor and
Lieutenant Governor at the time and place

of voting for Representatives; the returns

of eveiy election shall be sealed up and trans-

mitted by the proper retiu'ning officer to the
Secretary of State, who shall deliver them to

the Speaker of the House of Representatives
on the second day of the session of the
General Assembly then to be holden. The
members of the General Assembly shall

meet in the House of Representatives to

examine and count the votes. The person
having the greatest number of votes for

Governor shall be declared duly elected;

but if tv.'o or more persons shall be
equal and the highest in the number of

votes polled for Governor, one of them
shall immediately be chosen Governor by
joint A^ote of the members of the General
Assembly. The person ha^-ing the greatest
number of votes polled for Lieutenant
Governor shall be Lieutenant Governor;
but if two or more persons shall be equal
nd highest in the number of votes polled

for the Lieutenant Governor, one of them
shall be immediately chosen Lieutenant
Governor by joint vote of the members of

the General Assembly.

Aet. 59. No person shall be eligible to the
office of Governor or Lieutenant Governor
"who is not a ci' izen of the United States,

and a resident of this State two years next
preceding his election ;" nor shall any per-
son be eligible to either office who has not
attained the age of twenty-five years.

Akt. 60. The Governor shaU enter on

' the discharge of his duties on the next
ensuing his election, and shall continue in,

' office until the Monday next succeeding the
' day that his successor shall be declared duly
I elected, and shall have taken the oath oc
affirmation required by the Constitution.
Aet. 61. No member of CongTess, or any

i

person holding office iiuder the United

I

States Government, shall be eligible to the
office of Governor or Lieutenant Governor.

I

Aet. 62. In case of imp3achment of the
j

Governor, his removal from office, death,

j

refusal or inability to qualify, resignation

;

or absence from the State, the powers and
! duties of the office shall devolve upon tho
, Lieutenant Governor for the residue of tho
I term, or until the Governor, absent or im-

I

peached, shall return or be acqutted. The
Legislatru-e may pro^vide by law for the
case of removal, impeathment, death, re-

I

signation, disabihty or refusal to qualify, of
both the Governor and the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, declaring what officer shall act as
Governor, and such officer shall act accord-
ingly, until the disaljility be removed, or
for the remainder of the term.
Aet. 63. The Lieutenant Governor, or

officer discharging the duties of Governor,
shall, during his administration, receive
the same compensation to which the Gov-
ernor would have been entitled had he con-
tinued in office.

The Lieutenant Governor shall, by virtna
of his office, be President of the Senate,
but shall have only a casting vote therein,
A^Tieuever he shall administer the govern-
ment, or shall be unable to attend as Presi-
dent of the Senate, the Senators shaU elect

one of their own members as President of
the Senate tor the time being.
Aet. 64. The Governor shall receive a

salary of eight thousand dollars per annum,
payaV)le quarterly, on bis own warrant,
Aet. 65. The Lieutenant Governor shall

receive a salaiy of three thousand doUarsJ
per annum, payable quarterly, upon his
oYcn warrant.
Art. 66. The Governor shall have po"wer

to grant reprie-s-es for aU ofl'enses against
the State, and, except in cases of impeach-
ment, shall with the consent of the Senate,
have power to grant joardons, remit fines
and forfeitures, after con^-iction. In cases
of treason he may grant reprieves until
the end of the next session of the General
Assembly, in which the power of pardoning;
shall be vested.

Ai^.T. 67. He shall be commander-in-
chief of the militia of this State, except
when they shall be called into the service
of the United States.

Art. 68. He shall nominate, and, by
and A\ith the advice and consent of the
Senate, appoint all officers w"hose offices.
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are established by the Constitution, and
Tvliose appointments are not herein other-

"wise provided for ; Provided, however, that

the Legislature'shall have a right to pre-

scribe the mode of ajipointment to all

other offices cstabHshed hy law.

Akt. 69. The Governor shall have jjower
to fiU vacancies that may haj^jpen during
the recess of the Senate, by granting ooni-

Biissions which shall expire at the end of

the next session thereof, unless otherwise
2H'ovided for in this Constitution; but no
23erson who has been nominated for office

and rejected by the Senate, shall be ap-

l^ointed to the same office during the re-

cess of the Senate.
Aet. 70. He may require information, in

Tvritiug, flom the officers in the Execiitive

Dei^artment upon any subject relating to

the duties of their respective offices.

Akt. 71. He shall, from time to time,

give to the General Assembly, information
xespecting the situation of the State, and
xecommend to their consideration such
measures as he may deem expedient.
Akt. 72. He may, on extraordinary occa-

sions, convene the General Assembly at the
seat of government, or at a different place
if that should have become dangerous from
an enemy or from epidemic; and in case of

disagreement l)etween the two Houses as to

the time of adjoiirnment, he may adjourn
them to such time as he may think proper,
not exceeding foi;r months; provided it be
not to a period beyond the next Constitu-
tional meeting of the same.

Ajrt. 73. He sliall take care that the laws
jbe faithfxilly executed.

Akt. 74. Every biU which shall have
passed both Houses shall be jDresented to

the Governor ; if he approve, he shall sign
it, if he do not, he shall return it with his

objections to the House in which it origi-

nated, which shall enter the objections at

large iipon its journal, and proceed to re-

consider it ; if, after such reconsideration,
two thirds of all the members elected to

that House shall agree to i^ass the bill,

it shall be sent -with the objections
to the other House, l)y which it

Bliall be likemse reconsidered, and if

approved by two thirds of the members
elected to that House, it shaU be a law; but
in such cases the vote of both Houses shall

"he determined by yeas and nays, and the
names of members voting for or against the
l)iU shall be entered on the journal of each
House respectively. If any bill shall not be
xetui-ned by the Governor -uitliin five days
after it shall have been presented to him, it

shall be a law in like manner as if he had
signed it; unless the General Assembly, by
adjournment, prevent its return, in Avhicli

^Use the said bill shall be returned on the

first day of the meeting of the General A.s-

sembly after the expiration of said five days,
or be a law.

Akt. 75. Every order, resolution or
vote, to which the concurrence of both
Hoxises may be necessary, except on a ques-
tion of adjournment, shall be presented to
the Governor, and before it shall take
effect, be approved by him, or, being dis-

api)roved, shall be repassed by a majority
of the members elected to each House of
the General Assembly.
Aet. 7G. There shall be a Secretary of

State, who shall hold his office during" the
term for which the Governor shall have
been elected. The records of the State
shall be kept and preserved in the office of
the Secretaiy ; he shall keep a fair register
of the official acts and i^roceedings of the
Governor, and when necessary shall attest

them ; he shall, when required, lay the said
register, and all papers, minutes and vouch-
ers, relative to his office, before either
HoTise of the General Assembly, and shaR
perform such other duties as may be en-
joined on him by law.

Aet. 77. There shall be a Treasurer of
the State and an Auditor of Public Accounts,
who shall hold their respective offices du-
ring the term of two years.

Akt. 78. The Secretary of State, Treasu-
rer and Auditor of Public Accounts shall

be elected by the quaHfied electors of the
State ; and in case of any vacancy caused
l)y the resignation, death or absence of the
Secretary, Treasurer or Auditor, the Gov-
ernor shall order an election to fill said

vacancies ; Provided, The unexj^ired term
to lie filled be more than twelve months

;

when otherwise, the Governor shall appoint
a xjerson to perform the duties of the office

thus vacant until the ensuing general elec-

tion.

Art. 79. The Treasurer and the Auditor
shall receive a salary of four thousand dol-

lars per annum each. The Secretary of
State shall receive a salary of three thous-
and dollars jjer annum.

AjtT. 80. All commissions shall be in the
name and by the authority ofv the State of
Louisiana, and shall be sealed "with the
State seal, signed by the Governor and
countersigned by the Secretary of State.

title V—JUDICIAKY DEPAKT5IENT.

Aet. 81. The judicial power shall be
vested in a Supreme Court, in district

courts, in parish courts and in Justices of
the Peace.
Aet. 82. The Supreme Court, except in

cases hereinafter provided, shall have aj)-

pellate jurisdiction only; which jurisdiction

shall entend to all cases when the matter in

dispute shall exceed five hundred dollars;
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and to aU cases in whicli tlie constitution-
j

ality or legality of any tax, toll, or impost .

of any kind or nature whatsoever, shall be ,

in contestation, whatever may be the]

amount thereof; and likewise to all fines,
j

forfeitures, and penalties, imposed by
municii:)al corporations, and in such cases

the ai^peal shall be direct from the court in

which the case originated to the Supreme
Court; and in criminal cases, on questions

of law only, whenever the jiunishment of

death, or imprisonment at hard labor has

been inflicted, or when a fine exceeding five

hundred dollars is actually imposed.
Aet. 83. The Supreme Court shall be

composed of one Chief Justice and foiu* xls-

soeiate Justices; a majority of whom shall

constitute a quomm. The Chief Justice

shall receive a salary of seven thousand five

hundred dollars, and each of the Associate

Justices a salary of seven thousand dollars,

annually, payable quarterly, on their own
warrants. The Chief Justice and the Asso-

ciate Justices shall be appointed by the Gov-
ernor, wdth the ad^dce and consent of the

Senate, for the term of eight years. They
shall be citizens of the United States, and
shall have practiced law five years, the last

thereof in this State before their a^jpoint-

ment. The court shall ajipoint its own
clerks; they may remove them at pleasure.

Art. 84. The Supreme Court shall hold
its sessions in the city of New Orleans from
the first Monday in the month of Novem-
ber to the end of the month of May. The
Legislature shall have poAver to fix the ses-

sions elsewhere during the rest of the year
;

nntil otherwise provided, the sessions shall

be held as heretofore.

Akt. 85. The Sui:)reme Court, and each
of the judges thereof, shall ha^-e power to

issue -vsTfits of habeas corpus, at the instance

of aU persons in actual custody, in all cases,

•when they may have appellate jurisdiction.

Aet. 8G. No judgment shall be rendered
by the Supreme Court, withoiit the concur-
rence of a majority of the judges compos-
ing the court. Whenever the majority can-

not concur, in consequence of the recusa-

tion of any member of the court, the judges
not recused shall have jiower to call upon
any judge or judges of the district courts,

whose duty it shall be, when so called upon,
to preside in the place of the judge or

j udges recused, and to aid in determining
the case.

Art. 87. All judges by vii-tue of their

oflice, shall be conservators of the peace,
throughout the State. The style of all pro-
cess shall be "The State of Louisiana." All

prosecutions shall be carried on in the name
and by the authority of "The State of

Louisiana," and conclude "Against the
peace and dignity of the same."

Akt. 88. The Judges of all courts sh^ II

refer to the law% in \-irtue of which svcli

jiidgmentmaybe rendered in every definite

judgment, and adduce the reasons on which
judgment is founded.

Akt. 89. The Judges of all coiu'ts shall

be liable to imi^eachment, for high crimes

and misdemeanors. For any reasonable

cause the Governor shall remove any of

them on the addi-ess of tvro thirds of the

members elected to each House of the Gen-
eral Assembly. In every such case the

cause or causes, for which such removal

may be required, shall be stated at length,

in the address, and inserted in the journal

of each House.
Art. 90. No duties or functions shall

ever be attached, by Liat, to the Supreme
or district courts or the seA^eral judges
thereof, but such as are judicial; and the

said judges are prohibited from receiving

any fees of office, or other compensation
than their salaries for any official duties

performed by them.
Art. 01. The Legislature shall divide

the State into judicial districts, which shall

remain luichanged for six years, and be sub-

ject to re-organization every sixth year.

For each district court one judge, learned

in the laAV, shall be elected by the qualified

electors of ilistrict as estabashed by law. For
each district there shall be on? district court,

except in the city of New Ovicans, in which
the Legislature may estalilish as maiiy dis-

trict courts as the public interest may re-

quire. Until otherwise provided, there

shall lie seA'en district courts for the city of

New Orleans, to be designated as follows:

The Criminal Court, the Probate Coui-t, the

Court of Appeals from justices' courts, and
the First, Second, Third and Fom-th Dis-

trict Courts. The niimlier of districts shall

not be less than tAvelve nor more than
tAventy. Clerks of courts shall be elected

by the qualified electors of each judicial

district in the State.

Art. 92. Each of said Judges shall re-

csiA'e a salary to be fixed by law, Avhich

shall not be increased or diminished during
his term of office, and shall never be less

than five thousand dollars. He must be a

citizen of the United States, OA'er the age
of twenty-five years, and hiive resided in

the State and practiced laAv therein for the

space of tAvo years next preceding his elec

tion. The judges of the district coiu't

shall hold their office for the term of three

years.

Art. 93. The district coiu-ts shall have
oi-iginal jurisdiction in all ciA'il cases, not

probate, when the amount in dispute ex-

ceeds five hundred doUars, exclusive of in-

terest. They shall have concm-rent juris-

diction Avith the parish courts, in probate
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matters, "wLeii there exists a couterstatiou,
'

and the amount iu dispute is over tive huu-
<lred dollars, exclusive of interest. Iu
criminal cases their jurisdictiuu shall be

,

unlimited. It shall have api)ellate j arisdic-

;

tion in civil ordinary suits, ^vhen the

amount in disi^utc exceeds one hundred
•dollars, exclusive of "interest.

Ar.T. 94. For each p-.irish coin-t one judge,

learned in the hxAV, shall be elected by the

<pialiiied electors of the parish. They shall '.

held their oiilces for the term of two years,
j

They shall receive a salary, and fees to be
])rovided by law, until other^\•ise provided.

Each parish judge shall I'eceive a .salary of
^

one thousand two hiindred dollars per
j

annum, and such fees as are now estab-i

lished by law for clerks of courts. He
.sliaU be a citizen of the United States, and
shall have pr;icticed law in the State two

|

years next preceding his election.

Aet. 95. The ijarish courts shall have
conciUTcnt jurisdiction Avith the justices

of the peace in all cases when the amount
in controversy is more than twenty-five

•dollars, and less than one hundred dollars,

exclusive of interest. They shall have ex-

•c-lusive original jurisdiction, in ordinary
suits, in all cases; when the amount in dis-

pute exceeds one hundred dollars, and
<loes not exceed five hundred dollars, subject

to an appeal to the district court, iu all

•cases when the amount in contestation ex-

•ceedsone hundred dollars, exclusive of in-

terest. In probate matters they shall have
concurrent jurisdicti<)n with district courts in

nil cases, when there exists a contestation
T)V suit and the amount in di i^ute exceeds
live hundred dollars. In all other cases

llicj shall liav« exclusive original jurisdic-

tion in prol)ate matters. In criminal mat-
tors, the parish court shall have jurisdiction

in all cases when the penalty is not neces-
Barily imprisonment at hard laljor, or death,

«nd when the accused .%hall waive trial by
jury. They shaU also have the jjower of a
•committing magistrate, and such other
jurisdiction as may be conferred ou them
*J3y law.

Aet. 9(1. In all probate matters when the
nmount in dispute shall exceed tive hundred
«lollars, exclusive of interest, the right of

iipijeal direct from the parish to the Six-

preme Court shaU exist.

Aet. 97. The Justices of the Peace should
loe elected by the qualified electors of each
T/ard or district in every parish within the
State for the term of two years; their com-
pensation shall be fixed by law. Their juris-

diction, in civil cas !s, shall not exceed one
.hundred dollars, exchisive of interest—sub-
ject to an a2)peal to the parish court, in all

cases when the amount in dispute shall ex-

-aeed twenty-five dollars, exclusive of in-

terest. They shall have such criminal
jurisdiction as shall be provided for by law.

Aet. 98. In all cases when the Judges
may be recused, and when they are not
personally interested in the matters in con-
testation, they shaU select ajawyer, having
the cpialifications recpiired for Judges of
the courts, to try such cases. And when
the Judges are personally interested in the
suit they shall call upon the parish or dis-

tricl Judges as the case may be, to try the
cases.

Aet. 99. The Genersxl Assembly shall

have power to vest in the parish Judges the
right to grant such conservatory orders as
may be deemed necessary for the fiu'ther-

ance of the administration of justice, and
iu all cases the power thus granted shall be
specified and determined.

Aet. lOU. There shall be an Attorney
General for the State, who shall be elected

by the qualified electors of the State, and
one District x\ttorney for each judicial dis-

trict in the State who shall be elected from
among those licensed to practice law in this

State.

AiiT. 101. A SheriiT and a Coroner shall

be elected in each parish by the quaUfied
electors of each parish for the term of two
years. As many constables as may be
designated by law shall be elected by the
registered voters of the several districts or
wards.

TITLE VI—IMEEACHMEXT,
Aet. 102. The power of imjjeachment

shall be vested in the House of Bei^resenta-
tives.

Aet. 103. Impeachments of the Gov-
ernor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney Gen-
eral, Secretary of State, State Treasurer,
Auditor of Public Accounts, and the judges
of the inferior coiu'ts. Justices of the Peace
excepted, shall be tried by the Senate; the
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, or the
senior judge thereof, shall preside diu'ing

the trial of such impeachment. Impeach-
ments of the Judges of the Supreme Court
shall be tried by the Senate. Wlien sit-

ting as a court of impeachment, the Sena-
tors shall be upon oath or affirmations and
no person shall be convicted without the
concurrence of a majority of the Senators
elected.

Aet. 104. Judgments in case of imi^each-
ment shall extend only to removal from office,

and disqualification from holding office of

honor, trust or profit under the State ; but
the convicted parties shall, nevertheless, be
subject to indictment, trial and punishment
according to law.

Aet. 105. All officers against whom arti-

cles of imiieachment may be preferred,

shall be suspended from the exercise of

their functions during the i^endency of
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such Lmpeaclimeut ; the ai^iJointiug power
may make a liro^asional api3ointment to

rej)lace any suspended officer until the
decision of the impeachment.

Art. 106. The Legislature shall provide
by ld,w for the trial, punishment and re-

moval from office of all other officers of

the State by indictment or other\\dse.

TITLE Vn—GENEEAIi PK0"\T;SI0NS.

AuT. 107. Every male person of the age
of twenty-one years or upwards, excepting
paupers imder interdiction, and persons
disfranchised by this Constitution, who
shall be a citizen of the United States, and
who shall have been an inhal^itant in this

State one year next preceding an election,

and the last sixty days -s^ithin the i^arish in

which he offers to vote, shall be deemed an
elector.

Art. 108. [We endorse Art. 97 of the
majority report.]

Members of the General Assembly, and
all other officers, State, parish or munici-
pal, shall, before they enter upon the duties

of their offices, take the follo^-ing oath or
affirmation: "I do solemnly swear (or

affirm) that I have nevery voluntarily borne
arms against the United States since I have
been a citizen thereof; that I have given
no voluntary aid, countenance, counsel or
encouragement to persons engaged in

armed hostility thereto ; that I have neither
sought nor accepted, nor attempted
to exercise the functions of any office

whatever, imder any authority or pre-

tended authority, in hostility to the
United Stales; that I have not yielded a
voluntary supi^ort to any pretended govern-
ment, authority, power or constitution

within the United States, hostile or inimical
thereto, and did not v^dlfully desert from
the military or naval service of the United
States, or leave this State to avoid the di'aft

diuing the rebellion; and that I will sup-
port the Constitution and laws of the United
States and of this State, and that I will faith-

fully and impartially discharge and perform
all the duties incumbent on me as

according to the best of my abilities and
imdei'standing. So help me God."

Akt. 109. Treason against the State shall

consist only in levying war against it, or in

adhering to its enemies—gi\'ing them aid
and comfort. No person shall be convicted
of treason except on the testimony of two
witnesses to the same overt act, or on his
confession in open court.

Art. 110. AU penalties shaU. be propor-
tioned to the nature of the oifense.

Akt. 111. The privilege of free suffrage
shall be supported by laws regulating elec-

tions, and prohibiting, under adequate pen-
alties, all undue inliuence thereon from

power, bribery, tumult or other improper
i:)ractice.

Akt. 112. No money shah be drawn from
the treasury biit in pursuance of specific

appropriations made ])y law ; a regular
statement and account of receipts and ex-
penditures of all public monies shall be
made annually in such manner as shall be
prescribed by law.

Akt. 113. AU civil officers of the State at

large shall be voters of and reside within
the State; and all district or parish officers

shall reside within their respective districts

or parishes, and shall kee^D their offices at

such place therein as may be required by
law.

Art. 114. All civil officers shall be re-

movable by an address of two thirds of the
members elect to each House of the Gen-
eral Assembly, except those whose re-

moval is otherwise j)rovided for by this

Constitution.

Akt. 115. In all elections by the people
the vote shall be taken by ballot; and in
all elections by the Senate and House of

EejDresentatives, jointly or separately, the
vote shall be given viva voce.

Akt. 116. No member of Congress or
persons holding or exercising any office of
trust or profit under the United States or
under any foreign j^ower, shall be ehgible
as a meml^er of the General Assembly, or
hold or exercise any office of trust or profit

under this State.

Akt. 117. None but citizens of the
United States and of this State shall be ap-
pointed to any office of trust or profit in
this State.

Akt. 118. The laws, public records and
the judicial and legislative MTitten proceed-
ings of the iState shall be promulgated, pre-
served and conducted in the English lan-

guage.
Akt. 119. No power of suspending the

laws of this State shall be exercised excei^t

by the General Assembly.
Akt. 120. The General Assembly shall

establish a State lottery, and shall prohibit
the sale of other State or foreign lottery

tickets. All revenues derived from lotteries

shall be ixsed solely for educational and
charitable purposes, under the control of
the State.

Akt. 121. No exposte facto or retroactive

law, nor any law imi^aii'ing the obligation
of contracts shall be passed; nor vested
rights be tbvested, unless for purposes of

piibhc iitility and for adequate comi^ensa-
tion pre^dously made.
Art. 122. Whenever the General Assem-

bly shall contract a debt exceeding in
amount the sum of one hundred thousand
dollars, unless in case of war, to repel in-

vasion or sui^press insurrection, it shall, in
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the law creating the del)t, provide adequate

ways and means for the payment of the

current interest and of the principal when
the same shall become due, and the said

law shall be irrepeidable unless princii^al

contracted for or in the interest of the re-
bellion against the United States Govern-
ment.

Ai;t. 133. The General Assembly may de-
termine the mode of fiUinpf vacancies in all

and interest be fully paid, or unless the re-
1 oilices for which provision is not made in

j^eahng law contains some adequate i^ro- this Constitution.

vision for the payment of the principal Aht. 134. The General Assembly shall

and interest of the debt. pass no law requiring a proi^erty qualifica-

Aet. 123. The General Assendily shall i tion for office, either State, parish or muni-
provide by law for change of venue in ci^-il ; cipal

and criminal cases.

Aet. 124. The General Assembly may
enact general laws regulating the adoption

of children, emancipation of minors and the

gi-anting of divorces; l)nt no special law
shall be passed relating to particular or in-

dividual cases.

Art. 125. Every law i^assed by the Gen-
eral Assembly shall embrace biit one ol)ject,

and that shall be expressed in the title.

Akt. 12G. No law shall he reWved or

amended by reference to its title ; but in

such case the revived or amended section

shall be re-enacted and liuliHshed at length.

Akt. 127. The General Assembly shall

never adopt any system or code of laws by
general reference to such system or code of

laws; but in all cases shall si)ecit'y the sev-

eral pro-sisions of the law it may enact.

Akt. 128. No person shall hold or exei*-

cise, at the same time, more than one oihce

of trust or protit excex't that of Justice of

the Peace or Notary Public.

Akt. 129. Taxation shall be equal and
uniform throughout the State; all jjroperty

shall be taxed in proportion to its value, to

be ascertained as directed by law; the

General AssemVily shall have jiower to ex-

empt from taxation property actually used
for churph, school or charitable purposes.

The General Assembly may levy an income
tax upon aU persons x'l^i'suing any occupa-
tion, trade or calHng, and all such persons
shall obtain a license, as provided by law;

all tax on income shall be ^>;'c» rata on the
amount of income. The General Assembly
shall levy a poll tax on all male inhabitants

of this State, over twenty-one years old,

for school and charital>le purposes, which
tax shall never exceed one dollai- and fifty

cents per annum.
Art. 130. None of the lands granted by

Congress to the State of Louisiana for aid-

ing in constructing the necessary levees and
drains to reclaim the swamp and overflowed
lands of the State, shall be diverted from
the purjiose for which they were granted.

Aj:t. 131. Oliligatious for the sale of per-

sons in the past and still unexecuted, are

null and void, and shall not be enforced by
the courts of this State.

Akt. 132. No liability, either State, paro

Adl officers shall continue to discharge
the duties of their offices until their suc-
cessors shall have been inducted into office.

Aet. 135. The General Assembly shall

provide for the protection of the rights of
married women to their paraphernal pro-
perty and for the rsgistration of the same,
but no mortgage or pri\dlege shall hereaf-
ter affect third parties unless recorded in
the parish where the i^roperty to be af-

fected is situated. The tacit mortgages-
and privileges now existing in this State
shall cease to have effijct against third per-
sons after the first day of Januai^', one
thousand eight hundred and seventy, un-
less duly recorded. The General Assembly
shall provide by law for the registration

of all mortgages and pri\'i]e5es.

Akt. 136. The General Assembly at its.

first session under this Constitiition shall

provide an annual iieusiou for the veterans
of 1814 and LSlo.

Art. 137. The General Assembly at its

first ses.sion under this Constitution shall

provide for the registration of voters
throughout the State, and no one shah, be
permitted to vote unless registered.

Akt. 138. The seat of government shall

be established at the city of Baton Rouge,
and shall not be removed without the con-
sent of two thirds of the members of both
Hou.ses of the General Assembly.
Akt. 139. No other currency than es-

tablished by the United States shall be cir-

culated in this State.

Art. 140. All persons who were formally
deliarrcd liy slavery from legally contract-

ing matrimony in this State, who have lived

together as husliaud and yviie for three con-
secutive years prior to the adoption of this

Constitution, shall be deemed, after the
adoi)tion of this Constitution, in all courts

of justice, as husband and wife, and their

offspring as their legal heirs, as though said

disability had never existed.

title Vm—MILITIA.

Art. 141. It shall be the dwtj of the Gen-
eral Assembly to organize the militia of the
State, and all able-bodied male citizens, be-
tween the ages of eighteen and foity-fivo

years, who are not disfranchised by tho

dual or municipal, shall exist for any debts I Constitution and laws of the United States
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and of this State, shall be liable to militia

duty.
Akt. 142. The Governor shall appoint

aU commissioned officers, subject to con-

firmation or rejection by the Senate. All

militia officers shall take and subscribe the

oath prescribed for officers of the United
States army and the oath reqiiired of all

officers in the State.

TITLE IX—COEPOKATION OF THE CITY OF
KEW OELEANS.

Akt. 143. The corporation of the city of

New Qrleans shall be the parish of Orleans.

The right bank, as now existing, shall be the

Fifth District, the other districts, as now
existing, shall not be altered.

Aet. 144. The citizens of the city of

New Orleans shall have the right of ap-

pointing the several public officers necessa-

ry for the administration of the police of

said city, pursuant to the mode of elec-

tions which shall be prescribed by the

Legislature ; Provided, That the Mayor
and Recorders shall be inelligible to a seat

in the General Assembly ; and the Mayor
and Recorders shall be commissioned by
the Governor as Justices of the Peace, and
the Legislature may vest in them such
criminal jurisdiction as may be necessary
for the punishment of minor offenses, and
as the police and good of said city may re-

quire. The city of New Orleans shall main-
tain a police which shall be uniformed with
distinction of grade, at the expenses of the

city, to consist of permanent -citizens of

the State of Louisiana, to be selected by
the Mayor of the city, and to hold office

during good behavior, and removable only
by a police commission composed of five

citizens and the Maj'or, who shall be
president of the board. The commission
to be appointed by the Governor of the
State for the term of two years, at a salary

of not less than one thousand dollars

per annum ; a majority of whom shall re-

move for delinquencies. Members of the
police when removed shall not again be
ehgible to any position on the police for a
term of one year. All qualified electors in
the city of New Orleans shall be eligible to

serve on the poHce of said city. Interfer-
ing or meddling in elections in any manner
will be a sufficient cause for instant dismis-
sal from the jjolice by the board. The
Chief of Police shall give a i;)enal bond in

the sum of ten thoiisand dollars ; Lieute-
nants of Police, five thousand dollars ; Ser-
geants and Clerks, each three thousand dol-
lars ; Corporals, two thousand dollars ; and
Privates, one thousand dollars ; Avith good
and solvent security, as the law directs, for
the faithful performance of their duties.

The various officers shall receive a salary of
not less than the following rates :

The Chief of PoHce $250 per month.
The lieutenants of jjolice, 150 " "

The sergeants of ijolice . 100 " "

The clerks of police ... . 100 " "

The corporals of police. 90 " "

The privates (day and
night) each 80 *' "

title X—PTTBLIC EDUCATION.

Akt. 145. The Legislature shall establish

at least one free public school in every
parish throughout the State, and shall pro-
vide for their support by taxation or other-

wise. All children of this State betwe^
the ages of six (6) and twenty-one (21) shall

be admitted to the i^ublic schools or other
institutions of learning sustained or estab-

lished by the State, in common, without
distinction of race, color, or previous con-
dition. There shall be no sej)arate schools
or institutions of learning estabhshed for

any exclusive raceby the State of Louisiana.
Aet. 146. No municipal corporation shall

make any rules or regulation contrary to
the si^irit and intention of this article.

Art. 147. There shall be elected by the
people of this State, a Superintendent of

Public Education, who shall hold his office

for two (2) years. His duties shall be j)re-

scribed, and his salary shall be $3000 per
year, i^a} able ciirarterly upon his own war-
rant.

Aet. 148. The Superintendent of PubHc
Education shall have the supervision and
the general control of all public schools
throughout the State.

Art. 149. The general exercises in the
IDublic schools shall be conducted in the
English language.

Aet. 150. The proceeds of the lands here-
tofore, and that which may hereafter be
granted by the United States to this State

for the use or purpose of the pixblic schools
of the State, and the proceeds of the estates

of deceased persons to which the State may
Ijecome entitled by law, shall be and re-

main a perpetual fund, on which the State
shall jjay an annual interest of six (6) per
cent. , which interest, together with the in-

terest of the trust fund deposited Avith the
State by the United States under the act of
CongTess, ajjproved June 23, 1836, and all

the rents of the unsold lands, shall be ap-
propriated to the support of such schools.

And this approi^riation shall remain in-

violable.

Akt. 151. All monies accruing from the
sales which have been or may be heretofore
made of any lands heretofore granted
by the United States to this State for the
use of any instiuttion of learning what-
ever, (or from any kind of donation for

the purpose of establishing school or
schools, or any institution of learning
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whatever), sliall be aud remain a perpetual' Art. 158. The commissioners and .siicli

fund, the interest of Avhich, at six ((5) per I of the officers employed on the iiiiblic

cent, per annum shall be appropriated to { works as may be deterniined by the Gen-
the exclusive benefit of the said school or eral Assemblj', shall give such bond for
schools or institution of learning; and no ' the faitliful performance of their duties as
law sliall be made diverting said funds to

|

sliall be prescribed by law.
any other use than to the establishment and
benefit of said institution of learning. The
Legislature sliaU liave power to raise funds
for the organization aud support of said

institution in such manner as it may deem
best.

Art. 152. No appropriation shall be ' tives, and if the same sliaU be agreed to by
made bv the Legislature for the support of '

tln'^*^' fourths of the memljers elected to each

anv private school or any private institution t

House, such proposed amendment or amend-

of learuino' whatever. jments shall be submitted to the people at an

Art. 153. A university shall be estab- '
election to be orderedby said Legislatm-e and

lished and maintained in the city of New
|

IipI*^! withm ninety days after the adjourn-

I TITLE XU—MODE OF REA^SING THE CONSTI-
TUTION.

Art. 159. Any amendment, or amend-
1 ments to this Constitution, may be pro-
I posed in the Senate or House of Kej^resenta-

Orleans. It shall be comjiosed of six facid

ties, to wdt : one of law, one of medicine,
one of natural science, one of letters, and
one of industrial science, and one of the
theory and practice of teaching. The
Legislature shall provide by law for its or-

ganization aud maintenance, Provided,
That all departments of this institution of

ment of the same, and after thirty days' pub-
lication according to law, and if a majority of

the voters at said election shall approve
and ratify such amendment or amend-
ments, the same shall become a part of the
Constitution. If more than one amend-
ment be submitted at a time, they shall be

j

submitted in such manner and form that

learning shall be open in common to all ;

the people may vote for or against each

students capable of matriculating. No amendment separately.

mles or regiilatious shall be made by the
trustees, faculties or other ofhcers of said

institution of learning, nor shall any laws be
made by the Legislature %dolating the letter

or spirit of this article, under penalty of the
annulling of the charter of said institution.

Art. 154. All colleges, seminaries, acad-

emis, schools, institutions of learning of

what nature soever, whether literary, legal,

medical, military or individiial, authorized
by the Legislature, and under the control

of this State, shall be open in common to

aU classes of students.

Art. 155. Institutions for the sup^jort

and education of the insane, the blind and
the deaf and dumb, shall always be fostered

TITLE Xrn—EXEMPTIONS.

Art. 160. The personal property of

every resident of this State, to consist of

such i^roperty only as shall be designated
by law, shall be exemi)ted to the amount of

five hundred dollars, from sale on execu-
tion or other liual process of any coiu't,

issued for the collection of any debt con-
tracted after the adoption of this Consti-

tution.

Art. IGl. Every homestead of eighty
arcres of laud, and the dwelling houses
thereon, and the appurtenances, to be
selected by the owner thereof, and not in-

cluded in any town plat, city or AiUage, or

recorded town plat, or such jjarts of lots as
and .supported by

^
the State, and^be sub-

1 gliaU be equal thereto, and the dweUing
"^ ' ~

house thereon and its appurtenances owned
and occupied by any resident of the State,

not exceeding in value one thousand dol-

lars, shall be exempt from forced sale on
execution or any other final process from a,

court, for any debt contracted after the
adoption of this Constitution ; such ex-

emption shall not extend to any mortgage
thereon lawfully obtained, but such mort-
gage or other alienation of such land by the
owner thereof, if a married man, shall not
be valid without the signature of the wife

of the same.

ject to such regulations as may be pre
sented by the General Assembly, not in

conflict with any j)rovisions of this Con-
stitution.

title XI—BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS.
Art. 156. There shall be a Board of Pub-

He Works, to consist of one commissioner
from each congressional district of the
State.

The commissioners so appointed shall

hold ottlce for the term of two years, and
be a resident of their respective districts.

Art. 157. The General Assembly, at its

first session after the adoption of this Con-
stitution, shall pro-sdde for the organization
of the Board of Public Works, prescribe its

fcUities and fi?c the compi'iisation of all em-
ployees of the Board of PubHc Works and
the commissioners thereof.

TITLE XIV—SCHEDUIiE.

Art. 162. The ordinance of secession of

the State of Louisiana, passed 26th January,
1S61, is hereby declared to be null and
void. The Constitution adopted in 1861,
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and all previous coBstitiitions in the State
of Louisiana are declared to be superseded
by tliis Constitution.

Akt. 163. All rights, actions, prosecu-
tions, claims, contracts, and all laws in force
at tlietime of the adoption of this Consti-
tution, and not inconsistent therewith, shall

continue as if the same had not been adopt-
ed. All judgments and judicial sales,

marriages and executed contracts, made in
good faith and and in accordance with ex-
isting laws in this State, rendered, made,
or entered into between the 26th January,
1861, and the date when this Constitution
shall be adoi^ted, are hereby declared to be
vaHd, except the folloT^ing:

"An act to authorize the widening of
the New Canal and Basin," approved March
14, 1867.

"An act to amend and re-enact the 121st
section of an act entitled ' An act relative
to crimes and offenses,' " approved Decem-
ber 20, 1865.

" An act for the punishment of i^ersons
for tampering ^^ith, persuading or enticing
away, harboring, feeding or secreting
laborers, servants or ai^prentices, " aj)-

proved December 21, 1865.
"An act to pimish, in certain cases, the

employers of laborers and apprentices,"
ajoproved December 21, 1865.

" An act to postpone all seizures for city
taxes," certified 16th March, 1866*
" An act in relation to exemption from

State, parish and citv taxes for the years
1862, 1663, 1845 and 1865, in certain cases,

"

certified 16th March, 1866.
Section 3d of " An act to create a PoHce

Board for the city of New Orleans," passed
Feb. 12th, 1866.

"An act granting ferry privileges to C.
K. Marshall, his heirs or assigns," approved
March 16, 1867.

"An act to authorize the Board of Levee
Commissioners, of the levee district in the
parishes of Madison and Carroll, to issue
bonds, etc., etc," approved March 28,
1867.

An act, 115, of the General Assembly of
1867, issuing four milhon dollars levee
bonds.
Akt. 164. The laws relative to the duties

of officers shall remain in force, though
contrary to this Constitution, and the sev-
eral duties be performed by the respective
officers until the organization of the Gov-
ernment under this Constitution.

Ap.t. 165. The Legislature shall provide
for the removal of causes now pending in
the courts of this State to courts created
by or under this Constitution.

OEDrNAXCE.
Art. 166. Immediately uj^on the adjourn-

rient of this Convention, this Constitution

109

shall be submitted for ratification to the
registered voters of the State, in conformity
to the act of Congress entitled "An act to
provide for the more efficient government
of the rebel States," and the acts supple-
mentary thereto.
Aet. 167. On the same day that an elec-

tion is held to ratify this Constitution, an
election shall be held throughout the State
for all State, parish and .municipal officers
elected by the people. The Legislature
elected imder the provisions of this article
shall assemble in the city of New Orleans.
Akt. 168. Pre\'ious to the adjournment

of_ this Convention, the President shall sub-
mit the name of one person for confirma-
tion as register in each and every parish in
this State, except the city of New Orleans,
in which he shall a^Dpoint one register for
every district, as provided for in this Con-
stitution, whose duty it shall be to provide
for the receiving of the votes of the quaH-
fied electors of the State for the officers to
be elected, as provided for in this Consti-
tution.

Mr. Cooley, Chairman of the committee,
submitted an additional section to the report
under the title of "Militia," which was, by
consent, incorporated in the report of the
majority.

Mr. Crane, of Orleans, moved to print
500 coj)ies of each report Adopted.
The Convention, on motion of Mr. Crane,

of Orleans, adjourned until 10 o'clock a. m.
on Monday next.

A true copy :

WM. VIGEKS, Secretary.

TWENTY-SECOND DAY.
New Oeleans, Monday, Dec. 23, 1867.

PiU'suant to adjournment, the Conven-
tion was called to order at 10 o'clock A. u.
by President J. G. Tahaferro.

There being no quorum present, the Con-
vention, on motion, took a recess of half

an hour.

At 11J^ o'clock the roll was again called

by the Secretary, and a quorum was found
to be loresent—68 members.
The Secretary proceeded to read the min-

utes of the previous session, which, on mo-
tion, were adopted.

OEIGINAL RESOIiUTIONS.

By Mr. Cooley, of Point Coupee:
Be it oj-dained by the Constiiuttonal Con-

vention of tlie State of Louisiana. Section
1. The ordinance passed by the Convea-
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tion on tlie twelfth day of December, 1867,

l^rovidiug for the issuiug of three hundred
thousand dollars of l)ond.s, to raise money
to pay the expenses of this Convention, be
and is hereby repealed, the party who en-

gaged oljligated himself to discount the
said bonds having completely failed to ful-

fil his contract.

Sec. 2. Be it furtlier ordained. That the
warrants for the paj of memV>ers and otR-

cerSj Tinder the said (n'dinanc-e, shall be
paid by the Treasurer of this State out of

any funds to the credit of the State Con-
stitutional Convention in the Treasiuy of

the State.

Lies over.

By Mr. E. Marie, of Terrebonne :

AN ORDINANCE FOR THE RELIEF OF LABORERS.

Whereas, The plantation owners are un-
willing t o sell or lease to the laliorers their

uncultivated lands for a reasonable price,

but, on the contrary, ask enormous sums.
Whereas, Those exhorbitant prices are an

impediment to the agricultural pi-osperity

of the State; and
Whereas, Such an impediment prevents

the laborers from creating reasonable work
for themselves according to their faculties

;

and
Whereas, Consequently the largest and

most useful class of the people of Louisiana
are suffering from this state of affairs; there-

fore, be it

Resolved, That the uncultivated lands
shaU in future be subject to taxation double
that of the cultivated lands.

Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the
next Legislature convened in tliis State,

after the adoption of this Constitution, to

j)ass such laws as may be deemed proper,
requiring the Assessors in their respective

districts to assess such uncultivated lands,

Bo as to conform to the views of this ordi-

nance.
Referred to the Committee on General

Provisions.

By Mr. Charles Smith, of Orleans:

Whereas, The State of Louisiana is one
of the largest, if not the largest stock-

holder, and next to the city of New Orleans,

in the Greatwestern and Opelousas Raihoad;
and
Whereas, Its financial affairs appear to

be approaching a disastrous crisis; there-

fore, be it

Resolved, That a committee of five be ap-
pointed to examine the books and papers
and records of said railroad, and reijort to

this Convention its financial condition and
the status of the i^ersons under whose con-
trol it at present remains.

Lies over.

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES.

Committee on EnroUment—Progress.
Committee on the Executive—Progress.

REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMJIITTEE.

Mr. S. Belden, on behalf of the special

committee appointed to await upon General

Hancock, submitted the following report

which was received and the committee dis-

charged :

To the Presidont .and gcntleiiieu of the Convention:

The undersigned, special committee ap-
pointed to confer with General W. S. Han-
cock, Commander of the Fifth Military Dis-
trict, upon the subject of payment of the
commissioners of the late election for dele-
gates to this Convention, beg leave to re-

jiort that they have had an agreeable and very
satisfactory interview with the Commanding
General ui^on the subject of their mission,
who gave his ojiiuion that the matter be-
longed exclusively to his jurisdiction under
the " reconstraction " laws of Congress, as
commander of this district. The General sug-
gested to us, in connection with the stibjcct,

that it had not yet been decided whether
the said commissioners were entitled to
compensation or not, but that he
would at once cori-espond with his
predecessor. Major General Sheridan,
through Colonel Gentry, late Secre-
tary of Civil Affairs, and learn his in-

tentions as to whether they were to receive
compensation or not and that the question
would be determined by the character of

his reply. If his decision should be in the
affirmative, they would be at once paid from
the "reconstruction" fund under his con-
trol.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS.

By Mr. Smith, of Orleans:

Whereas, There has been no commit-
tee appointed to investigate the city char-
ter of New Orleans; and
Whereas, The Legislature of 1867 by its

enactments passed laws depriving loyal citi-

zens of rights clearly enjoyed under the
Constitution of the United States; there-

fore, be it

Resolved, That a committee of nine be
appointed by the chair, to be known as a
Committee on City Charter, whose duty it

shall be to examine said charter and report

to the Convention the changes deemed
necessary to secure the equal rights of aU
citizens of said city, without regard to

race, color or previous condition.

Mr. Smith moved to adopt.

Mr. Bertonneau moved to lay on the

table. Adopted.

By Mr. BuiTel, of St. John the Baptist

;
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Whebeas, That Sunday, the first day of

the week, is set ai^art by Christian nations,

as a day of rest and worship to Abnighty
God ; therefore, bo it

Resolved, That the Legislature of this

State shall pass such suitable laws as will

forbid all secular labor on the Sabbath day
as well as to prevent the indulgence of such
practice as tend to deprave the morals of

the community, that pugilistic encounters,

gambling, horse-racing and other immoral
practices be strictly prohibited.

Resolved, That the parish and municipal
authorities of this State held by legislative

enactments be strictly responsible under
severe penalties for the enforcement of

these laws.

Mr. Burrel moved to adopt.

Mr. Cooley, of Point Coupee, moved to

lay on the table. Adopted.

By. Mr. Bonseigneur, of Orleans:

Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the

first Legislature convened in this State

after the adoption of this Constitution to

ascertain the total indebtedness of the

State, and to issue bonds therefor having
not more than (-40) forty years to run, and
bearing interest at the rate of (6) six per
cent, per annum, payable in United States

currency at maturity; and in order to pro-

vide for the prompt pajTnent of said bonds
at matiu'ity, there shaU be annually assessed

and collected a tax of two (2) mills upon
each dollar's worth of taxable i^roperty, in

addition to all other taxes, to be apj^hed to

the redemiDtion of said bonds at maturity.

Mr. Bonseigneur moved to adojit:

The chair decided the resolution out of

order.

By Mr. TmtcheU, of Bien^-iUe:

Resolved, That members be limit<'d to

ten minute of time in all speeches, except
by permission of two thirds of the Conven-
tion.

Mr. Harjjer moved to amend by insert-

ing 30 minutes.

Mr. Eodriguez of Orleans, moved to

lay on the table the resolution and amend-
ment. Adopted.

Mr. J. H. Ingraham remarked that there

were errors in the printed report of the

minority report on the draft of the Consti-

tution.

Mr. Underwood moved it be referred

back to the Official Printer to have the

errors corrected. Tabled.

Mr. Jones moved to adjourn until

Thursday and make the report the order

of the day for 10 o'clock a. m. on that

day.

Mr. Cooley moved to adjoui-n till Tues-

day, the 24th inst. at 10 o'clock a. 3i.

Mr. Hiestand moved to amend by sub-

stituting 3)2 o'clock p. M. this day. Car-

ried.

Monday, Dec. 23, i^l o'clock p. m.

The Convention was called to order and
a quorum was found to be present.

Mr. Cooley jDroduced a certificate from
the State Treasurer, stating that no money
had been deposited to the credit of the

Convention. He moved that the rules be
suspended and that his resolution be
adopted.

The Convention refused to susj)end the

rules.

Judge Cooley, in i-iew of the hoHdays,

moved to adjourn until the 2d of January,

1868.

There were numerous motions made to

adjoiu'n to a nearer date.

A motion to adjourn tiU Tuesday, the

24th, at 11 o'clock a. m., was lost.

One to adjourn tiU Thui^sday next, also

lost.

Mr. Jones moved that when this House
adjourns, it adjoui-ns until 11 o'clock,

Thursday, the 26th instant.

Mr. Pinchback moved to adjoiu'n nntil

Tuesday at 10 o'clock a. 5i.

Mr. Jones asked jDcrmission of the Con-

vention that Mr. Paige, of the New Or-

leans Republican, be allowed to make an

exj)lanation of the ordinance which had

been adopted.

Mr. Kodrigtiez, of Orleans, was called to

the chair. After some discussion, at 6 o'clock,

the Convention adjoiu-ned until to-morrow

at 11 o'clock, Mr. "WickKfie, of Orleans,

being then entitled to the floor.

A true copy.

WM. VIGEES, Secretary.

TWENTY-THIRD DAY.
New Orleans, Tuesday, Dec. 24, 1867.

The Convention met pursuant to adjoiu'n-

ment.

President Taliaferro in the chair.
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The roll was called and tlie foUowing

members answered to their names:

J. G. Taliaferro, President; Messrs.

Baker, Barret, Blackburn, Blandin, Bon-
seigneur, Bonneloi, Brown, Bnrrel, But-
ler, Cranes Crawford, Cromwell, Cuney,
Dearing, Depasseau, J. Deslonde, Donato,
Douglass, G. Duparte, U. Dupart, Uu-
plessis, Francois, Fuller, Ferguson, Gair,

Gardiner, Gould, Guicliard, Harris, Hemp-
stead, Hiestaud, Ingraham, R.H. Isabelle, T.

Isabelle, Jackson, Jones. Kelso, Landers,
Lange, Leroy, J. B. Lewis, E. Lewis,
Ludeliug, Lynch, Marie, Martin, Massicot,

Meadows, McLeran, McMillan, Morris,

Moses, Myers, Newsham, Oliver, Pack-
ard, Pierce, Pinchback, Poindexter, Pol-

lard, Beagan, Reese, Riard, Riggs, Roberts,

Rodriguez, Schwab, Smith, Scott, Snider,

Steele, Thibaut, Tinchant, T^\•itchel, Un-
derwood, Yalfroit, Yandergrift", Wickliffe,

Williams, Wilson—79 members jireseut.

Minutes read and adopted.

OEIGINAX EESOLUTIONS.

By Mr. Tinchant, of Orleans :

Resolved, That during the five years fol-

lo'R'ing the ratification of this Constitution,

the owners of any tract of cultivated

land not exceeding sixty acres (GO) shall be
exempt from paying any tax thereon.

Resolved further, That during the same
lapse of time the owners of any araljle land

left uncultivated shall have to pay yearly

to the State an extra tax of 20 cents jier

acre.

Resolved further, That honorably dis-

charged soldiers, sailors or marines of the
United States army and widow or minor
orphans of any decea^sed soldier, sailor or

marine of the United States shall be exemi3t
of any tax that may be leaded by the State

for the next ten years.

It was referred to the Committee on Gen-

eral Provisions.

BBPOETS OF STANDING GOilMITTBES.

Committee on Printing—No report.

Committee on the Executive—Progress.
' Mr. Cooley called attention to errors in

printing of the report of Committee on

Draft of the Constitution, and moved its

reference back to the Printer for correction.

TJNFINISHKD BUSmESS.

By Mr. Cooley:

OEDINANCE.

Be it ordained by the Constitutional Con-
vention of the State of Louisiana. Section 1.

The ordinance passed by the Convention on
the 12th day of December, 18G7, providing
for the issuing of three hundred thousand

I.

dollars of bonds, to raise money to pay the
expenses of this Convention, he and the
same is hereby repealed, the party who en-
gaged and ol )ligated himself to discount the
said bonds having completely failed to ful-

fil his contract.

Sec. 2. Be it further ordained. The war-
rants for the pay of members and offi-

cers, under the said ordinance up to this

date shall be paid by the Treasurer of the
State out of any funds to the credit of the
State Constitutional Convention in the
Treasury of the State.

Mr. Pinchback moved to suspend the

rules.

The Chair decided that the resolution was
abeady regularly before the House.

Mr. Cooley moved to adopt the above

resolution, and the question being i)ut ta

the Convention, it was adojited.

Mr. Underwood moved to take up the

bill of the Finance Committee.

Mr. Cooley, of Point Couijee, offered the

foUovdng biU:

Section 1. Be it ordained hi/ the Consti-

tutional Conve)dion of the State (f Louis-
iana, To pay the delegates and officers of

this Convention, and to defray all other ex-

penses necessary for the use of said Con-
vention, the following tax is hereby levied

on the property of this State, both real and
movable, viz: a tax.of one mill per cent.

Sec. 2. Be it further ordained, That the
Sheriffs of the State, except the parish of

Orleans, shall collect the above mentioned
tax; and that they refer to the assessment
roUs made by the State of Louisiana for

the year eighteen hundred and sixty-seven

(1807) as the basis for assessing the tax

herein leaded on real and movable projierty,

and in order to facilitate them, in the col-

lection of said tax, they are hereby author-

ized to employ fdl summary remedies now
given by law for the collection of Stfl,te

taxes, and shall receive for their services

the same comi^ensation paid them by the
State for like ser^dces.

Sec. 3. Be it further ordained, That the

tax herein levied, and which shall be due
by the ijarisli of Orleans, shall be collected

liy the persons now charged with the col-

lection of State taxes in said parish, and
they shall possess the same powers and re-

ceive the same compensation.
Sec. 4. Be it further ordained, That the

Sheriffs and other i^ersons charged -«-ith the

collection of the tax leATied by this or-

dinance shall pay to the Treasurer of the

State, at the end of every month, except

the tax collectors of the Parish of Orleans,

Jeflersou and Orleans, right bank, all sums
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collected by them under this ordinance,

and shall settle finally with the Treasurer
on the first day of Aj)ril, eighteen hundred
and sixty-eight (1868). But in no case

shall the State Treasurer give a receii^t for

either a partial or final settlement, without
requiring the Sheriif or other collector to

take and subscribe an oath that he has paid
all the money collected by him to date

of settlement, less his commission.
Se'J. 5. Be it further ordained. That the

tax collectors of the parish of Orleans, right

bank, and Jefferson, shall settle with the
Treasurer of the State every ten days, reck-

oning from the day of the notice which the
Auditor shall give said collectors of the said
ordinance and the tax therein levied.

Sec. 6. Be it further ordained, That so
much of the tax levied as maybe required to
pay the delegates and oifieers of this Conven-
tion and to defray all other expenses necessary
for the use of said Convention, shall be jjaid

by the State Treasurer, upon warrants signed
by the Warrant Clerk and countersigned
by the President of this Convention. The
bcilance of the tax levied shaU be placed
by the State Treasurer to the credit of the
general fund, and reserved until the meet-
ing of the General Assembly, elected under
the pro\asions of the Constitution adopted
by this Convention, to be used as they may
direct.

Sec. 7. As soon as the Treasurer of the
State shall be notified of a loan having been
effected by this Convention, he shall place
the funds received byhim under this ordi-

nance to the credit of said loan. And the
said funds or as much thereof as may be
necessary to pay said loan, shall remain
si^ecially pledged to repay said loan.

Sec. 8. Be itfurther ordained, That the
tax levied by this ordinance shaU be paid
only in the legal currency of the United
States.

Pending its consideration, Gen. Hartsuff

being in the lobby, on motion of Mr.

Cooley, he was invited to a seat on the

platform and was received by the President

and members of the Convention.

Mr. Pinchback moved to adopt the ordi-

nance.

The previous question, after a full debate,

was moved and ordered, and the ayes and
nays were called, as foUows—ayes 62,

nays 19:

Ayes : Antoine, Baker Barret, Belden,
Bertonneau, Blandin, Bonseigneur, Bonne-
foi, Brown, Burrel, Butler, Cooley, Crane,
Crawford, Bearing, Damarest, Dopasseau,
Jos. Deslonde, Douglass, G. Duparte, Du-
plessis, Esnard, Gair, Gould, Guichard,

Harris, Hiestand, Ingraham. R. H. Isabelle,,

Thos. Isabelle, Jones, Kelso, Landers,,
Leroy, R. Lewis, Ludeling, Lynch, Marie,
Massicot, Meadows, McLeran, McMillan,
Moses, Mushaway, Myers, Oliver, Packard,
Pinchback, PoUard, Riggs, Roberts, Ro-
driguez, Smith, Snider, Thibaut, Tinchant,
Underwood, Vandergriff, Waples, Williams,
Wilson—62 ayes.

Nays : Blackbui-n, Cromwell, Cuney, U.
Dupart, Francois, Harper, Lange, Martin,
Morris, Pierce, Eeegan, Reese, Riard,
Schwab, Scott, TwitcheU, Valfroit, Vidal,
Wickliffe—19 nays.

And the ordinance was adopted.

By Mr. Pinchback:

Resolved, That the standing Committee on
Finance be and hereby is authorized to
negotiate a loan to defray the expenses of
this Convention, said loan to be based upon
the Tax Ordinance adopted by this Con-
vention; Provided, The terms of said loan
shall be submitted to the Convention for-

approval or disapproval before being closed.

The rules were suspended and the reso-

lution was adopted.

On motion the Convention adjourned till

Thursday at 10 o'clock a. m.

A true copy :

WM. VIGERS, Secretary.

TWENTY-FOURTH DAY.
New Orleans, Thursday, Dec. 26, 1867.

The Covention met, pursuant to adjourn-

ment, at 10 o'clock A. 31.

The President called the Convention to

order.

The following members answered to their

names

:

Messrs. TaliafeiTO, Baker, Blackbiu'n,

Bonseigneur, Bonnefoi, Burrel, Butler,

Crane, Crawford, Cromwell, Cuney, Dear-
ing, Depasseau, P. G. Deslonde, Jos. Des-
londe, Douglass, G. Duparte, Duplessis,

Francois, Fergiison, Gair, Gardiner, Hanis,
Ingraham, Isabelle, Jackson, Jones, Lan*
ders, Lange, Leroy, Lewis, Ludeling, Marie;

Martin, Massicot, Meadows, McLeran.
Moses, Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Poindexte*
Pollard, Reagan, Reese, Riggs, Robert.^

Rodrig-uez, Schwab, Smith, Scott, Snider
T^dtciiell, UndeiTvood, Vandergriff, Waplea
WicMiffe, WilHams, Wilson.

Prayer by Rev. J. Fisk :

The minutes were read and adopted.

OKIGINAL RESOEUTIONS.

By Mr. Cooley, of Point Coupee

:

Be it ordained hy the Constitutional Con ten
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tion of the Stat'i of Lonisiana, The warrants

issued by thi:s Convention for the i^ay of

members and the oiMcers thereof, shall be
leceived by the shentTs and tax collectors

of the State, in jfaynient of the tax of ont

mill ixiv ci-nt., levied by the Convention by
ordinance psissed on the 2ith of this month.
Be it fid-ther ordained, 'I hat the Auditor

of Public Accounts of the State shall, as

under existing laws in relation to the collec-

tion of taxes, superintend and control the

collection of saitl tax of one mill per cent.

,

-iind shall give immediate notice and in-

rStructions to the ilifferent sheritis and tax

collectors.

Mr. Cooh^y moved to suspend the rules

to put the resolution u}iou its immediate

passage.

Adopted.

Mr. Cooley, of Point Coupee, moved to

.adopt the ordinance, and it was adoj^ted.

KEPOKTS OF STANDING COJIMITTEES.

The Committee on finance stated that

they would report to-day.

Committee on Printing submitted the

following report:

To the Honorable rri'sMent anil Mumbers of the Con-
. stitutiounl Stiitc Couveution:

In reference to tlie resolution of inquiry

relative to the rumo'r that disloyal offices

liad been engaged to execute the official

l^rinting of this Convention, I respectfully

ask leave to report tliat I have carefully in-

vestigated tlie matter, and find that a por-

tion of the job work of the Convention is

done at the office of the New Orleans Times.

And in this Convention, I would resi^ect-

fuUy suggest tliat the x5i"oi'i'i<^tors of the

New Orleajis Republican have a splendid

job office, and are prepared to do work as

cheap and neat and expeditiously as any
parties in the city, and it might seem more
becoming in us to patronize onr friends

rather than to thrmvwork into the hands of

those who are constantly abusing and seek-

ing to destroy us.

Lies over.

Committee on Contingent Expenses

—

Progress.
TJNFINlSnED BUSINESS.

Mr. Crane, of Orleans, moved that the

<I!onvention resolve itself into a committee

of the whole to consider the majority

.and minority reports of the Committee

on the Draft of the Constitution.

Adopted.

Mr. Ban-et, of Union, was called to the

chair.

The committee rose and reported pro-

gress through its chairman.

Mr. Belden, of Orleans, moved to take

up the report of the majority and minority

reports under title 1st and consider them

article by article.

Adopted.

Mr. Belden, of Orleans, moved to adopt

article 2 of the minority report as the 1st

article of title 1st. of the Constitution.

Upon the suggestion that a quorum was

not present, the roll was called and 71 mem-
bers answered to their names.

Mr. Barret, of Union, moved as a sub-

stitute for Mr. Belden's motion the adoption

of article Ist of the majority report.

Mr. McMillan was called to the chair.

The question was put upon the adoption

of Mr. Barret's substitute, and it was lost.

Mr. Tinchant moved to adopt the article

proposed by Mr. Belden as article 1st of

the BiU of Eights.

Mr. Ludehng, of Ouachita, moved to

amend by striking oiit the first j)eriod and

transposing the words of the second, so

as to read as follows : "To secure these

rights governments are instituted."

Which was laid on the table.

Mr. Wilson, of Orleans, called for the

previous question, Avhich was ordered.

The ayes and nays were ordered.

The question was i^iit lijion the adojition

of the article moved by Mr. Belden, as

amended, and reading as follows:

TITLE I—BHiL OF BIGHTS.

Article 1. All men are created free and
equal, and have certain inalienable rights;

among these are life, liberty and the piu'-

suit of happiness. To secure thpse rights,

governments are instituted among men
deriving their just powers from the consent
of the governed.

And the roll Avas called with the following

result—ayes 57, nays 11—as follows:

Ayes : Antoine, Belden, Bertonneau,
Bonseigneur, Bonnefoi, Bro-wTi, Burrel,

Butler, Crane, Cromwell, Depasseau, Jos.

Deslonde, P. Gr. Deslonde, Douato, Doug-
lass, Duparfc, G. Duparte, Duplessis, Es-
nard, Francois, Gair, Gardiner, Guidhard,
Harper, Harris, Ingraham, R. H. Isabelle,

T. Isabelle, Jackson, Jones, Lange, Leroy,
Lewis, Marie, Martin; Moses, Mushaway,
Ohver, Packard, Pierce, Poindextcr, Pol-
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lard, Reagan, Eiard, Riggs, Roberts, Ro-
driguez, Schwab, Snaer, Scott, Tliibaut,

Tinchaut, Underwood, Valfroit, WickKffe,
WilKams, Wilson.

• Nays— Barret, Cooley, Crawford, Bear-
ing, Ferguson, J. B. Lewis, Ludeling,
Lynch, McMillan, Reese, Snider.

And the article was adopted.

On motion of Mr. Harper the Conven-

tion adjoiu'ned until to-morrow at 11

o'clock.

A true co-pj :

WM. VIGEES, Secretary.

TWENTY-FIFTH DAY.
New Orleans, Friday, Dec. 27, 1867.

The Convention met piu'suant to adjourn-

ment at 12 o'clock M.

The President called the Convention to

order.

The roll was called and the following

members answered to their names :

President J. G. Taliaferro, Messrs. An-
toine, Barret, Belden, Bertonneau, Blan-
din, Bonseigneui', Bonnefoi, Burrel Butler,

Crane, Crawford, Cromwell, Cuney, Dear-
ing, Demarest, Depasseau, P. G. Deslonde,
Jos. Deslonde, Donato, G. Duparte, Du-
part, DuiJlessis, Esnard, Francois, For-
gTison, Gair, Gardiner, Guichard, Ear-
lier, Harris, Ingi'aham, R. H. Isa-

belle, Thos. Isabella, Jackson, Jones,
Kelso, Landers, Lange, Leroy, R. Lewis,
Lynch, Martin, Meadows, McLeran, Moses,
Mushaway, OKver, Packard, Pierce, Pinch-
back, Poindexter, Pollard, Reese, Riard,
Riggs, Roberts, Rodriguez, Schwab, Smith,
Snaer, Scott, Thibaut, Tinchaut, T\\at-

chell. Underwood, Yalfroit, Waples, Wick-
liffe, WiUiams, Wilson—71 members jjres-

ent.

The minutes were read.

Mr. Crane wished his motion to be cor-

rected.

The minutes, as corrected, were adoi)ted.

OKIGINAIi RESOLUTIONS,

By Mr. Antoine, of Caddo

:

Whereas, The law of Congi-ess creating
the Bm-eau of Refugees, Freedmen and
Abandoned Lands, provides that said
JBureau shall expire on the first day of July,
1868, and
Whereas, The freedmen of the new re-

constructed States are yet subject to much
gi'oss injustice and persecution at the hands
of former rebels and slave-holders, and
Whereas, The freedmen in those States,

with but few exceptions, fail io Beceive

justice either under State laws in State
courts, or under the Civil Rights bill in the
tribunals designated in that bill, and
Whereas, By reason of the failure of

the crops, the violations of contracts, the
overflowing of large sections of coimtry
bordering on the Mississippi, great suffer-
ing must be endured during the present
and coming winter, by large numbers of
persons of both races, requiring the action,
of the Frecdmeu's Bureau; therefore, be it

Resolved, That this Convention unite
^ith the Convention of Alabama and Vir-
ginia, in their petitions to Congress for the
continuance of the Bureau of Refugees,
Freedmen and Abandoned Lands, till such
time as the work of resonstruction shall
have been completed and State govern-
ments in fuU . oi^eration as now contem-
plated by law.

Resolved, That this Convention, in urging
upon Congress the necessity of extending
the Bureau, would respectfully lu-ge the im-
portance of inst tuting diligent inquiry into
the character and competency of its present
officers and agents in this State, and the
dismissal of such as are found to be incom-
petent and imfit to be entrusted with the
grave and resjionsible duties devolving
upon them, of whom, in the judgment of
this Convention, there are many in this
State.

Resolved, That a copy of this preamble
and resolutions be forvrarded by the Presi-
dent of this ( 'onvention to the President of
the Senate and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives.

Lies over.

REPORTS OF standing comjuttees.

The Committee on Enrollment submitted
the follo-NS-ing rej^ort:

The Committee on Enrollment would re-
si^ectfulh'- 1 eport that the resolution repeal-
ing the ordinance passed by the Conven-
tion, December 12, 1867, to '^provide funds
to pay the expenses of the Convention by
the issue of bonds of .'i?300,000; and the re-
port of the Committee on Finance, adopted
on the 24th day of December, 1867, together
wdth ordinance in connection with the re-
port of the Committee on Finance, adopted
December 26, 1867, have each been duly
ouroUed and a copy of each transmitted to
the Auditor, Secretary and Treasurer of
State.

Which was received.

The Committee on Printing—No report.

The Committee on Finance—Progi'ess.

unfinished business.

Mr. Lynch was called to the chair.

Mr. Taliaferro, of Catahoula, offered thcsj
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ropresfintatiou is

moved to lay tlie

Orleans, offered

for Mr. Cooley's

following as article 2 of the BiU of Rights:

That citizens of this State owe allegiance

to the United States ; and that said alle-

giance is iDarauionnt to that which they owe

to the State.

Mr. Tinchant, of Orleans, moved its

adoption.

Mr. Coolcy, of Point Coupee, offered the

follo-^-ing substitute:

That taxation mthout
tyi-anny.

Mr. Wilson, of Orleans,

substitute on the table.

Lost.

Mr. E. H. Isabella, of

the foUowiug substitute

substitute :

Akt. 2. All men are born free and equal,

and have certain iualienable rights ; among
these are hfe, liberty and the piu'suit of

hai^piuess. To secure these rights, govern-

ments are instituted among men, deriving

their just loowers from the consent of the

governed.

The Chair ruled it out of order.

Mr. Wicklifie, of Orleans, moved to lay

on the table the substitute of Mr, Cooley.

Adopted.

Mr. Taliaferro, of Catahoula, -svithdrew

for the present the article offered by him.

Mr. Wickliffe, of Orleans, offered the fol-

lowing as article 2 of the Bill of Eights in

the place of the article submitted by the

majority and minority re^^orts :

All male persons above the age of twenty-

one years, without distinction of race,

color or pre'i'ious condition, and who have

resided in the State one year, except those

disfranchised hj this Constitution and by
the 14th amendlnent to the Constitution of

the United States, are citizens of tliis State,

and shall enjoy the same public, civil, re-

ligious and political rights and privileges,

and be subject to the same pains and pen-

alties.

The Chair decided the substitute out of

order.

Mr. Wickliffe appealed from the decision

of the Chair.

And upon the question being put to the

Convention the Chair was sustained.

Mr. E. H. Isabelle moved to amend arti-

cle 1 of the majority report by striking out

the word "inhabitant" and inserting the

Tford "resident."

Adopted.

Mr. Wickliffe offered the folio-wing as a

substitute for article 1 of the majority

rei^ort, to be article 2 of the Bill of Eights.

All male persons above the age of 21
years, without distinction of race, color or

previous condition, and who have resided

in the State one year, except those disfran-

chised by this Constitution and by the 14th
amendment to the Constitution of the
United States are citizens of this State, and
shall enjoy the same public, civil, religious

and political rights and privileges and be
subject to the same pains and penalties.

Mr. Pinchback, of Orleans, moved to lay

the substitxite on the table.

Adopted.
Mr. T. Isabelle, of Orleans, offered the

following amendment:

To insert in article 1 of the majority re-

l^ort, after the word " political," the words
"l^ublic and reli<;ious," so as to read as fol-

lows: "They shall enjoy the same civil, po-
litical, pubUc and religious rights," etc.

Mr. Ferguson, of Winn, moved to lay the

amendment on the table. Ayes and nays

ordered and called, as follows

:

Yeas : Antoine, Ferguson, |Harj)er, J. B,
Lewis, Snider, Twitchell—6.

Nays : Barret, Baker, Belden, Berton-
neau, Blandin, Bonseigneur, Bonnefoi,
Burrel, Butler, Cooley, Crane, Crawford,
Cromwell, Cimey, Dearing, Demarest, De-
passeau, P. G. Deslonde, Jos. Deslonde,
Douato, Douglass, CI. Duparte, U. Dupart,
Duplessis, Francnis, Gair, Gardiner, Gui-
cbard, Harris, Hiestand, Ingraham, E. H.
Isabelle, Thos. isabelle, Jcnes, Kelso,

Landers, Lange, Leroy, E. Le^vis, Ludel-
ing, Lynch, Marie, Martin, Massicot, Mc-
Leran, McMillan, Moses, Murrel, Musha-
Avay, Myers, Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Pinch-
back, Poindexter, Pollard, Eeagan, Eiard,
Eiggs, Eoberts, Eodvigiiez, Smith, Snaer,

Scott, Steele, Thibaut, Tinchant, Valfroit,

Vadergriff, Waples, Wickliffe, Williams^
Wilson—73.

Motion to table was lost.

Mr. Wickliffe moved to take a recess till

5 o'clock this evening.

Adojited, and a recess was taken.

The Convention was called to order at 5

o'clock. No quorum being present a recess

of half an hour was taken, at the expira-

tion of which the Convention was called to

order by the President and the roll was

called, 70 members answering to their

names.
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At 9 o'clock p. M. tlie Convention ad-

journed until to-morrow at 11 o'clock a. m.

A true copy:

WM. VIGESS, Secretary.

TWENTY-SIXTH DAY.

New Okleass, Saturday, Dec. 28, 18G7.

The Convention met at 11 o'clock a. m.
,

President Taliaferro in the chair.

The roll was called and the following del-

egates answered to their names

:

J. G. Taliaferro, President ; Messrs. An-
toine, Baker, Barret, Belden, Blandin,
Bonseigneur, Bonnefoi, Brown, Burrel,

Batler, Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Crom-
well, Cuney, Dearing Jr., Demarest, De-
passeau, Deslonde P. G., Deslonde Jos.,

Donato Jr., Duparte G., Dupart U., Du-
jslessis, Esnard, Francois, Fuller, Gair,

Gardiner, Guichard, Hai-per, Harris,

Hempstead, Hiestand, Ingraham, Isabelle

B. H., Isabelle Thos., Kelso, Landers,
Lange, Leroy, Lewis J. B., Lewis K.

,

Liadeling, Mai-ie, Martin, Massicot, Mea-
dows, McLeran, McMiUan, Moses, Murrel,
Mushaway, Myers, Oliver, Packard, Pierce,

Pollard, Reagan, Eeese, Kiard, Eiggs,
Roberts, Rodriguez, Schwab, Smith, Snaer,

Scott, Snider, Thibaut, Tinchant, Twitch-
ell, Underwood, Vandergriff, Waples,
Wicldiffe, WiUiams, Wilson—77 members
present.

The minutes of the preceding day were

read and adopted.

ORICirNAIi BESOIillTION.S.

By Mr. Marie, of Terrebonne
;

Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the
Legislature, at its first regular session, to
regulate and secure the rights and
Ijrivileges of laborers upon the crops they
assist in making, that said crops can never
be disposed of, or removed, before said
laborers are fuUy paid the amount due
them by their employers. That preference
to take place even if said crops were to be
removed in any event, and said laborers
always to be paid, Avhatever amount may
bs due them, out of the proceeds of the
sale of the same by preference over all

other creditors of said employers, even to
law charges ; all laws or parts of laAV to the
contrary notwithstanding.

Lies over.

A communication from Messrs. Eou-
danez & Co., Official Printers, enclosing

a bill for printing, Avas received and re-

ferred to the Committee on Contingent
Expenses.

KEP0KT.S OP STANDING COMMITTEES.

The Committee on General Provisions—

^

Progress.
The Committee on Enrollment— Progress.
The Committee on Printing—No pro-

gress.

The Committee
,
on Contingent Exj)en-

ses—Progress.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS.

Article 1 of the majority report on Draft

of the Constitution, in the Bill of Eights,

being the order of discussion upon a mo-
tion to adopt it as article 2, of title 1 of

the Constitution, was taken up.

Mr. Thos. Isabelle, of Orleans, with the

consent of the Convention, modified his

amendment by striking out the word "re-

ligious."

Mr. Thos. Isabelle, of Orleans, called for

the previous question, which Avas ordered.

Mr. Cooley, of Point Coupee, asked that

the following statement of his reasons for

voting "nay" be spread upon the minutes:

I. Because, I never heard the term "pub-
lic rights" mentioned as a private one, and
because I cannot understand the idea of a
private individual exercising public rights.

II. Because, I do not Avish to stultify my-
self by the use of such absurd terms in so
important an instrument as the organic law
of the State.

The ayes and nays were ordered.

The Chair stated the question to be upon
the adoption of Mr. Isabelle's amendment
to insert the word "public" after the word.

"poHtical" in the article proposed.

The roll was called, with the following

result—ayes 59, nays 16—as follows:

Yeas : Baker, Belden, Blandin, Bon-
seigneur, Bonnefoi, Burrel, Crane, Crom-
well, Cuney, DeiUcirest, Depasseau, Des-
londe P. G., Deslonde Jos., Donato, Dou-
glass, Dui^arte G., Dupart U., Duplessis,
Esnard, I'rancois, Gair, Gardiner, Gould,
Guichard, Ingraham, Isabelle E. H., Isa-
belle Thos., Jackson, Jones, Kelso, Lan-
ders, Lange, Leroy, Lewis E., Marie, Mea-
dows, McLeran, Moses, Murrel, Musha-
Avay, Myers, Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Pol-
lard, Eeagan, Eiard, Eiggs, Eoberts, Ro-
driguez, Schwab, Smith, Snaer, Scott, Thi-
baut, Tinch.ant, Underwood, Yalfroit, Van-
dergriff, Wicldiffe, Williams, Wilson—5^
ayes.

Nays : Barret, Bertonneau, Brown,
Butler, Cooley, Crawford, Ferguson, Har-
per, Hempstead, Kelso, Landers, Ludeling,
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3IcMillan. Pincliback, Eecse, Waples—IG
aiays.

And the amendment was adopted.

The question "nas then put upon the

adoption of the article as amended, and

I'eading as follows, as article 2 of title 1, of

the Constitution :

All persons, mthout regard to race,

color or previous condition, born or natii-

xahzed in the United States, and residents

of this State for one year, are citizens of

this State. They shall enjoy the same
civil, i^olitical and public rights and privil-

ges, and be subject to the same jiains and
jjeualties.

Mr. Pinchback called for the ayes and

nays, which were ordered.

The roll was called with the foHoTving

xesult—ayes 70, nays—, as foUows:

Ayes: Barret, Belden, Bertouneau, Blan-
din, Bonseigneur, Bonnefoi, Bro\vn, Butler,

Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Cromwell, Ciiney,

Demarest, Dc^passeau, P. G. Deslonde,
J. Deslonde, Donato, Douglass, G. Duparte,
TJ. Dupart, Duplessis, Esuard, Francois,
Ferguson, Gair, Gardiner, Guichard,
Hemi)stead, Ingraham, E. H. IsabeUe,
Thos. IsabeUe, Jackson, Jones, Kelso,
Xanders, Laiige, Leroy, E. Lewis, Lude-
ling, Marie, Meadows, McMillan, Moses,
IMushaway, Myers, Oliver, Packard, Pierce,
Pinchback, Pollard, Eeagan, Eeese, Eiard,
Higgs, Eoberts, Rodriguez, Schwab, Smith,
Snaer, Scott, Thibaut, Tinchant, Under-
wood, Valfroit, YaTidergriff, Waples, Wick-
liflfe, WiUiams, Wilson—70 ayes.

And the article Avas declared tobe adopted

as article 2 of title 1, of the Constitution.

On motion of Mr. Tinchant the Conven-

tion adjourned until Monday next, at 11

A. M.

A true copy

:

WM. VIGERS, Secretary.

TWENTY-SEVENTH DAY.
"Nkw Orleans, Monday, Dec. 30, 1867.

The Convention met piu-suautto adjourn-

jnent.

President Taliaferro in the chair, and the

follo-\ving members present :

J. G. Taliaferro, President ; Messrs. Ba-
ker, Barret, Belden, Bertonneau, Blaudin,
Bonseigneur, Bonnefoi, Brown, Burrel,
Butler, Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Cromwell,
Cuuey, Deariug, Demarest, Depasseau,
Deslonde P. G., Donato, Douglass, Du-
jiart U. , Duplessis, Esnard, Francois, Ful-
Jer, Ferguson, Gair, Gardiner, Guichard,

Hari:)er, Harris, Ingraham, IsabeUe E. H.,
IsabeUe Thos., Jackson, Jones, Kelso, Lan-
ders, Lauge,LewisE., LudeKng, Marie, Mas-
sicot, Meadows, McLcran, Moses, Murrel,
Musliaway, Myers, OUver, Packard, Pierce,
Pinchback, Pollard, Eeagan, Eeese, Eiggs,
Eoberts, Eodriguez, Schwab, Smith, Scott,
Snider, Steele, Thil)aut, TwitcheU, Under-
wood, Valfroit, Vandergriff, Waples, Wick-
liffe, WiUiams, Wilson.

Prayer by the Eev. J. Fisk.

The minutes were read and adopted.

EEPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES.

The Committee on Finance—Progress.
The Committee on Contingent Expenses,

Progress.
The Committee on Printing—No report.

Mr. Crane was caUed to the chair.

•UNFINISHED BTJSIKESS.

Mr. E. H. IsabeUe, of Orleans, moved to

reconsider the vote by which article 2 of

the Constitution was adopted.

Which was carried.

Mr. Tahaferro, of Catahoula, offered the

following amendment:

The citizens of this State owe allegiance

to the United States ; and this aUegiance is

paramount to that which they owe to the
State.

Which, on motion of Mr. Belden, was

adopted.

Mr. IsabeUe, of Orleans, moved to adopt

the article as amended, and reading as fol-

lows, as article 2d of the Constitution

:

Art. 2. AU persons -without regard to

race, color or previous condition, born or
naturahzed in the United States and resi-

dents of this State for one year, are citizens

of this State. The citizens of this State

owe allegiance to the United States; and
this aUegiance is paramount to that which
they owe to the State. They shaU enjoy
the same civil, political, and public rights

and privileges, and be subject to the same
pains and penalties.

Which was adopted unanimously.

Mr. Thos. IsabeUe moved to adojDt article

2d of the majority report of the Committee

on Draft of the Constitution as the 3d
article of the Constitution.

And the article, reading as foU >ws, was

adopted

:

Art. 3. There shall be neither si: very nor
invohmtary servitude in this Stati , other-

wise than for the jjunishment of crime,

whereof the party sliaU have been duly
convicted.
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Mr. Tlios. Isabelle moved to adoi^t the 3il

article of the majority report as the 4th

article of the Constitution.

And the article, reading as follows, was

adopted

:

Akt. 4. The press shall be free; every
citizen may freely sjieak, write and publish
his sentiments on all subjects, being re-

sponsible for the abuse of this liberty.

Mr. J. B. Lewis, of DeSoto, moved to adopt

the 4th article of the majority rei^ort, as

the 5th article of the Constitution.

Mr. "Wickliffe moved to amend by strik-

ing out the word "to" before the word
"iDetition."

Adopted.

And the article, as amended, and reading

as follows, was ado^jted :

Art. 5. The right of the peojDle peace-

ably to assemble and petition the Govern-
ment or any dej)artment thereof, shall never
be abridged.

Mr. Wickliffe moved to adopt the 5th ar-

ticle of the majority rejDort as the 6th arti-

cle of the Constitution. Andj the article,

reading as follows, was adopted

:

Akt. 6. Prosecutions shall be by indict-

ment or information. The accused shall

be entitled to a speedy pubhc trial by an
impartial jury of the parish in which the
offense was committed, luiless the venue be
changed. He shaU not be compelled to

give evidence against himself ; he shall

have the right of being heard by himself
or counsel^ he shall have the right of meet-
ing the witnesses face to face, and shall

have comijulsory process for obtaining
witnesses in his favor. He shall not be
tried twice for the same offense.

Mr. Blaudin moved to adopt the sixth

article of the majority rejDort as the seventh

article of the Constitution.

Mr. Packard moved to amend by insert-

ing after the word "suspended," the words

"except in cases of insurrection or inva-

sion."

The amendment was withdrawn and re-

newed by Mr. Newshan>.

The amendment was laid on the table

and the article, reading as follows, was

adojited

:

Art. 7. All persons shall be bailable by
sufficient securities, unless for capital

offenses where the proof is evident or the
presumption gTeat, or unless after convic-

tion for any crime or offense punishable

Avith death or imprisonment at hard labor.

The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus
shall not be suspended.

Mr. Cooley, of Point Coupee, moved to •

adopt the 7th article of the majority report

as the 8th article of the Constitution, read-

ing as follows:

Art. 8. Excessive bail shall not be re-

quired, eivcessive fines shall not be im-
posed, nor cruel or unusual punishments '

inflicted.

Which was adopted.

Mr. Cooley, of Point Coujiee, moved to

adopt article 8, majority report, as the 9t]i

article of the Constitution, reading as fol-

lows :

Art. 9. Therightof thepeoiDletobesecure--

in their persons, houses, papers and effects

against unreasonable searches and seizures,

shall not be violated; and no warrant shall

issue but upon probable cause, supported
by oath or affirmation, and particularly de-
scribing the i:)lace to bo searched and the
person or things to bo seized.

Which was adopted.

Mr. Isabelle, of Orleans, moved to adopt

the 9th article of the majority report as the

10th article of the Constitution, reading

as follows, which Avas ado^jted

:

Art. 10. AU courts shall be open ; and'

every person, for an injury done him in his*,

land, goods, person or reputation, shall

have adequate remedy by due process of

law, and justice administered Avitliout denial

or unreasonable delay.

Mr. Lewis moved to adoi^t article 10 of the

majority report as article 11 of the Consti-

tution, reading as follows, which was adopt-

ed:

Art. 11. No law shall be passed regulating

labor and fixing the price thereof.

Mr. Tinchant moved to reconsider the

vote by which the last article was adopted.

Carried.

Mr. Wickliffe moved to expunge the ar- -

tide.

Mr. Packard moved to expunge and to

adopt as article 11 of the Constitution arti-

cle 11 of the minority report.

Mr. Crawford asked for a division of tho

question, and that a vote be taken on the

motion to expunge and the motion to adopt-

separately.

On motion of Mr. Crawford the Conven-
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tion acljonrncd until 11 o'clock to-morrow.

A true copy :

' WM. VIGERS, Secretary.

TWENTY-EIGHTH DAY.
Nem- Okleans, Tuesday, Doc. 31, 18G7.

The Convention met and was called to

order by the President at 11 o'clock a. m.

The roll wa-s called and the following

members answered to their names :

J. G. Taliaferro, President; Messr?. An-
toine, Baker, Barret, Beldon, Biandin, Bon-
«eigneur, Bounefoi, Brown, Biu-rel, But-
ler, Cooley, Crane, CraAvford, Cromwell,
Ouney, Deariug, Demarest, Depasscau,
P. G. Deslonde, Douglass, U. Dupart, Du-
plessis, Esnard, Francois, Gair, Gardiner,

Ouichard, Hariier, Harris, Hiestand, Ingra-

ham, R. H. Isabelle, T. IsabeUe, Jones,

Kelso, Landers, Lange, J. B. Lewis,

E. Lewis, Ludeliug, Slas.sicot, Meadows,
JVIcLeran, Murrel, Myers, Newsham,
Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Pinchback, Poin-
dexter. Pollard, Reagan, Reese, Riard,

Riggs, Roberts, Rodriguez, Smith, Scott,

Snider, Twitchel, Underwood, Vandergriff,

Yidal, Waples, Wieklifie, WiUiams, Wil-
son—70 members j)resent.

Prayer by the Rev. Jos. Fisk.

The minutes were read and adopted.

OKIGINAIi KESOIiUTIONS.

By Mr. Hai-per, of St. Charles :

Resolved, That in every place in the Con-
stitution where the word "parish" occiu's,

Hiat it be stricken out and the Avord ' 'coun-

ly" inserted in its place.

Draft of the Constitution :

By Mr. Burrel, of St. John the Baptist :

Whereas, That Sunday, the first day of

\he week, is set apart by C-hristian nations

as a day of rest and worship to Almighty
Ood ; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the General Assembly of

this State shall pass such suitable laAVS as

"wiU encourage and foster a due respect for

the proper observance of the Sabbath day.

General ProAdsious :

EEPOETS OF STANDING COMMITTEES.

Committee on Contingent Expenses sub-

33aitted the folloAA-iug report:

15.r. President aud Members of the Convention :

We, the Committee on Contingent Ex-
penses, in obedience to a resolution offered

by the Hon. A. Bertonneau, adopted on
the 18th of December, requesting a report
of the whole expenses of the Convention
wp to date, have the honor to report as

iollows:

Total expenses Committee on
Printing $ 4,162 00

Total expenses Committee on
Contingent Expenses for .sta-

tionery, locks, keys, coal,

&c 1,812 50
Total per diem of meml)ers 34,650 00
Mileage, about 10,000 00
Amount for officers and em-

ployees 3,250 00

Total $53,874 50
Hy. Bonseigneur,

Chairman.
"UTiich Avas received.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS.

The report of the Committee on Draft

of the Constitution being in order.

The motion of Mr. Packard, of Orleans,

right bank, to expunge article 10 of the

majority report, and to adopt article 11 of

the minority report as article 11 of the

Constitution, came uj).

Mr. Reagan moved to refer the articles

andamendments to Committee on General

ProAdsions.

Mr. WajDles moved to amend by striking

out the word "and" and inserting the word

"by"

Mr. IsabeUe moved to lay the amend-

ment on the table.

Adopted.

Mr. Packard Avithdrew his motion.

Mr. Cooley moA'cd to adopt article 10 of

the majority report as article 11 of the

Constitution.

The previous question was demanded and

ordered, and the ayes and nays were called,

and the article, reading as follows :

Art. 11. No laAv shall be jjassed regulat-

ing labor and fixing the price thereof.

Was adopted as article 11 of the Consti-

tution by the following vote—ayes 43, nays

32—as follows :

Ayes : Antoine, Baker, Barret, Belden,
Bertonneaii, Blackburn, Bonnefoi, Brown,
Cooley, CraAvford, Dearing, Damarest, Des-
londe P. G., Douato, Douglass, Dupart U.,

Duplessis, Fuller, Gair, Guichard, Hiu-ris,

Ingi'aham, Kelso, Landers, LeA\ds J. B.,

Lev/is R. , LudeHng, Marie, McLeran, Mur-
rel, Morris, Myers, Newsham, Pierce,

Pinchback, Riard, Scott, Snider, Steele,

Tiuchant, TAvitchell, Valfroit, Yandergrifi'

—

43 ayes.

Nays : Bonseigneur, Biu-rel, Butler,

Crane, Depasscau, Duparte G., Esnard,
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Francois, Gardiner, Hai-per, Isabelle E. H.

,

Isabelle Thos., Jones, Lange, Leroy, Mar-
tin, Moses, Musliaway, Oliver, Packard,
Poindexter, Pollard, Eeagan, Eeese, Kiggs,

Eob^rs, Eodriguez, Schwab, Smith, Under-
wood, Waples, Wickliffe, "Williams and
Wilson—32 nays.

Mr. Cooley moved to adopt article 11 of

the majority report as article 12 of the

Constitiition, and the article, reading as

follows:

Art. 12. Every person has the natural

right to worship God according to the

dictates of his conscience. No religions

test shall be reouired as a qualification for

office.

Was so adoi)ted.

Mr. Pinchback moved to adopt the fol-

lowing as article 13 of the Constitution:

Art. 13, The right of aU persons to

travel on the common carriers and be enter-

tained at all iilaces of a public character in

this State, shall not be infringed, or in any
manner abridged.

The ayes and nays were called for and

ordered.

And the article was adopted by the fol-

lo"wing vote;

Ayes 67, nays 8.

Yeas : Antoine, Baker, Bclden, Berton-
neau, Blackburn, Blandin, Bonseigneur,
Brown Burrel, Butler, Crane, Cromwell,
Demarest, Depasseau, P. G. Deslonde
Donato, Douglass, G. Duparte, U. Dupart
DiTplessis, Esuard, Francois, Gardiner,
Guichard. Harris, Ingraham, E. H. Isa-

belle, Thos. Isabelle, Jackson, Jones,
Kelso, Landers, Lange, Lewis, Marie,
Massicot, Meadows, McLeran, Morris, Mo-
ses, Murrel, Mushaway, Myers, Newsham,
Packard, Pierce, Pinchback, Poindexter,
Pollard, Eeagan, Eeese, Eiard, Eiggs, Eob-
erts, Eodriguez, Schwab, Smith. Scott, Tin-
chant, Underwood, Valfroit, Vandergritf,

Vidal, Waples, WickHfl'e, Williams, WH-
son—67.

Nays : Barret, Cooley, Crawford, Fuller,

Gair, Ludeling, Snider, Steele—8.

Mr. Wickhffe moved to reconsider the

last vote.

Mr. Cooley moved to lay the motion to

reconsider on the table.

Lost.

The question was put upon the motion to

reconsider, and it was adopted.

Mv. Wickhife offered the following amend-

ment:

AU persons shall enjoy equal rights

and privileges, while traveling in this

State; and all public places of amusement,
refreshments, entertainments of any pub-
lic nature whatever, shall be open to all

persons alike. No company or municipal,
parish or chartered corporation shall

make any rules or regTilations creating any
distinction between pereons on account of

race, color or previous condition.

Which was accepted by the mover.

Mr. Cooley moved to amend as follows :

That the Legislature be instructed to pro-

vide for payment of tickets to theatres of

such persons as are unable to pay, so as to

secure a more perfect equality.

Laid on the table.

Mr. Packard moved to amend by reading

the words ' 'no distinction on the ground of

race or color."

Amendment accepted by the mover.

On motion of Mr. Oliver the Convention

adjourned until Thursday at 11 o'clock a. m.

A true copy:

WM. VIGEES, Secretary.

TWENTY-NINTH DAY.
New OkxiEANs, Thursday, Jan. 2, 1868.

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn-

ment and was called to order by the Pres-

ident at 11 o'clock A. M.

The following members answered to their

names

:

J. G. Taliaferro, President ; Messrs. Ba-
ker, Barret, Belden, Bertouneau, Blandin,
Bonseigneiu-, Bonnefoi, Brown, Burrel,

Cooley, Crane, Crawford, CromweU, Cuney,
Dearing, Demarest, Deijasseau, Deslonde
P. G., Donato, Douglass, Duparte G., Du-
part U. , Duplessis, Esnard, Fuller, Fergu-
son, Gair, Gardiner, Guichard, Harper,
Hiestand, Ingraham, IsabeUe E. H., Isa-

belle Thos., Jackson, Jones, Kelso, Lan-
ders, Lange, Leroy, Lewis J. B., Le-wds E.,

Massicot, McLeran, McMillan, Morris,

Moses, Murrel, Mushaway, Myers, Oliver,

Packard, Pierce, Pinchback, Poindexter,

Pollard, Eeagan, Eeese, Eiard, Eiggs,
Eoberts, Eodriguez, Smith, Suaer, Scott,

Snider, Steele, Twitchell, Vandergritf,

Vidal, Wickliffe, WiUiams, Wilson—74
members j)resent.

Prayer by the Eev. Josiah Fisk.

Tlie minutes were read and adopted.

OEIGINAIi RESOLUTIONS.

By Mr. Smith, of Orleans:

Whereas, A large number of land-hol-

ders of the State of Louisiana having failed
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to pay tlieir State and parish taxes for the
|

years 1865 and 18()(j and causing said lands
^

to Ije returned to the State as iori'eited by,
the several tax collector's of the State fori

said years; and I

Wheeeas, The imj^overished condition i

of the State Treasury caused Ly the in-

1

efficient manner of the collection of said

taxes, the necessary delays, etc., be it

Resolved, That the Governor of the
State of Louisiana be directed through the
Auditor of Public Accounts, to notify the
State tax collectors of the State of Louis-
iana to proceed to the collection of all ar-

reared taxes by seizure and sale of all lands
of lots of ground upon Avhich such taxes

are diie or a portion thereof to a sufficient

amount to satisfy the taxes and costs of

proceedings.

Lies over.

By Mr. Pinchback, of Orleans:

Be it 07'dained by the Constitutional Con-
vention of Louisiana, The members and
officers of the Convention shall be paid out
of any monies in the Treasury of the State
to the credit of this Convention in i)refer-

ence to the Official Printer or j^rinters and
all other creditors, and the State Treasurer
is hereby ordered not to pay any warrant or
warrants drawn in favor of the Official

Printer or printers, or other creditors until

!

the warrants in favor of delegates and
officers are fully paid.

Mr. Piuchbaeh moved to suspend the

rules to put it on its passage.

Adopted.

Mr. Cooley moved to adopt the resolu-

tion.

Mr. Bertonneau, of Orleans, moved to

lay it on the table, which was ruled out of

order.

The question was -pxxi upon the adoption

of the ordinance, and it was adopted.

EEPOBTS OF STAKDING COMMITTEES.

Committee on Printing—No rejiort.

Committee on Finance—Progress.
Committee on Contingent Exjienses—No

report.

By Mr. R. H. Isabelle, of Orleans:

Whereas, The proprietors of the New
Orleans Picayune have daily furnished this

Convention with morning and evening
papers; and
Wheeeas, Some compensation to the

proprietors of said journal, toward the
payment of its labors, is due as an act of

justice; and, while this Convention ignores
the editorial sentiments of said journal,

•yet, as a question of labor.

Be it ordained hy the Constitutioncd Con-

vention of the State of Louisiana, That the
sum of tive hundred dollars be and is here-
bj- approjjriated to the credit of the j^ro-

prietors of said New Orleans Picayune, to
be paid out of any funds raised or to be
raised to pay the exj)enses of this Conven-
tion.

Be itfurthei- ordained, That said proprie-
tors shall receive warrants for the above men-
tioned five hitudred dollars, signed in the
same manner as those issued for the t[}Q.j-

ment of delegates to this Convention.

Mr. Cooley, of Point Couj^ee, moved
to amend as follows :

Provided, That every member of this
Convention shall in the future have the
right to instruct the Sergeant-at-Arms what
papers shall be furnished to him.

Mr. Cooley, of Point Coupee, moved to

refer to the Committee on Contingent Ex-
penses.

Mr. Depasseau, of Orleans, moved to sus-

pend the rules to put it upon its jjassage.

Lost.

And the resolution Hes over xmder the

rules.

Mr. Moses, of Orleans, moved that no
member shall be allowed to speak more

1
than ten minutes on any point.

Laid on the table.

Mr. Wickliflfe, of Orleans, moved that

the Committee on Finance be required

to re^jort finally by next Saturday, as to

the loan to be effected in virtue of Mr.

Cooley's ad-vdces.

Mr. Cooley, of Point Coiipee, moved to

lay on the table.

Adopted.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS.

The report of Committee on Draft of

the Constitution was called up. Mr. Pinch-

back's motion to adopt the article i^roposed

by him as article 13, of the Constitution,

and Mr. Wicklitfe's substitute therefor were

Imder consideration.

Mr. Ingraham moved the follovdng

amendment as a substitute

:

Art. 13. AL jjersons shall enjoy equal

rights and pr 'eges, whUe traveling in this

State, on all < imon carriers. All business
places requiri a license from either State,

parish or mu cipal authorities, shall be
open to all pei jns in this State, "WTlthout

regard to race or color.

Mr. Vandergriflf was called to the chair.
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Mr. Yr'ickKffe, of Orleans, moved to lay

the ameudment of Mr. Ingraham ou tlie

table.

Adopted.

Mr. Moses, of Orleans, moved to amend

by inserting the words '

' previous condi-

tion."

Mr. Cromwell, of Orleans, moved to

amend by substituting:

Art. 11. The right of all persons to

travel on all public highways and uj^on aU
pubHc conveyances shall not be abridg-

ed. And all jjublic conveyances, being
common carriers, shall make no distinction

of i?ersons in their public rights and privi-

leges on account of race, color or previous
condition of servitude; but shall be bound
to carry and treat aU persons alike and on
equal terms.

Mr. Cooley moved to amend by striking

out all after the word "abridged," and add

"bylaw." ,

Mr. Dupart moved to lay Mr. Cromwell's

substitute, and all subsequent amendments,

on the table.

Adoj)ted.

Mr. Eeagan, of East Baton Eouge,

moved to amend by substituting

:

Aet. 13. The right of all jjersons, within
this State to travel and be entertained or
permitted to enjoy aU jjlaces of pubhc
amusements, upon terms of legitimate
equality, shall not be infringed or in any
way abridged.

Mr. Wilson, of Orleans, moved to lay it

on the table.

Adopted.

Mr. Cooley, of Point Coupee, moved to

amend Mr. Wickliffe's substitute as foUows

:

Provided, That this article is not intend-
ed to give any gTeater rights and privileges
to colored persons than are now enjoyed by
white persons, by the laws of the State.

Which was laid on the table.

Mr Blackburn, of Claiborne, moved the

following amendment:

The Legislature shall pass no law dis-

criminating between persons on account of
race or color, either in matters of the com-
mon rights of all mankind, or of constitu-
tional liberty.

On motion the Convention adjourned un-

til to-morrow, at 10 o'clock A. m.

A tnie copy.

WM. ATiGEES, Secretary.

THIETIETH DAY.
New Orleans, Friday, Jan. 3, 1868.

The Convention met pursuant to ad-

journment, and was called to order by the

President at 10 a. m.

The roll was called and the following

members answered to their names:

J. G. Taliaferro, President ; Messrs. An-
toine, Baker, Belden, Bonseigneiir, Burrel,
Cooley, Crane, Cromwell, Cuney, Dearing,
Demarest, Deslonde P. G., OupartU., Du-
plessis, Edwards, Francois, Ferguson, Gair,

Guichard, Harris, Hempstead, Ingraham,
Isabelle E. H., Jackson, Jones, Kelso,
Landers, Lange, Leroy, Lewis J. B., Lewis
Eichard, Marie, Martin, Meadows, McLe-
ran, Mushaway, Oliver, Packard, Pierce,

Eeagan, Eeese, Eiard, Eiggs, Eodriguez,
Smith, Scott, Steele, Underwood, Vander-
griff, Wickliffe, Williams, Wilson.

Prayer by the Eev. Jos. Fisk.

The minutes were read and adopted,

ORIGINAL RESOLUTIONS.

By Mr. P. G. Deslonde:

Resolved, That the portrait of the immor-
tal Abraham Lincoln shall be placed in this

haU. I respectfully call the attention of
the members on this fact.

Lies over.

Mr. Moses moved that no member shall

be allowed to speak more than ten minutes

upon any subject, except by the consent of

two thirds of the members of the Conven-

tion.

The motion was laid on the table.

REPORTS OF STANDING COMSnTTEES.

Committee on Printing—No report.
( 'ommittee on Finance—Progress.

Committee on Enrollment—Progress.

Committee on Contingent Expenses—No
report.

UNTTNISHED BUSINESS.

The reports of the Committees on the

Draft of the Constitution were taken up,

the foUo-^ing amendment of Mr. Blackburn

to the substitute of Mr. Wicklifie being

under consideration

:

The Legislature shall pass no law dis-

criminating between persons on account of

race or color, either in matters of the com-
mon rights of mankind, or of constitutional

Hberty.

Mr. Cooley was called to the chair.

Mr. WickHffe, of Orleans, moved to lay

the amendment on the tp.ble.

Lost—ayes 18, nays 29.
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Mr. Blackbarn desired to withdraw Lis

amendment.

The Chair decided that this could not be

done, except by consent of tlie Convention.

On motion of Mr. Smith the consent of

the Convention was given, and the amend-

ment was withdrawn.

Mr. Belden, of Orleans, submitted the

following substitute as an amendment to

Mr. Wickliffe's substitute

:

Art. 13. All persons shall enjoy equal
rights and privileges while traveling in tliis

State, upon any conveyance of a public
character, and all business jilaces or other-

wise, carried on by charter, or for Avhich a
license is recpiired by either State, i^ai'ish

or municipal authority, shall be deemed
places of a public character, and shall be
opened to the accommodation and patronage
of all persons, without distinction or dis-

crimination on account of race or color.

Mr. Wickliffe raised the point of order,

that a substitute for an article, itself a sub-

stitute for the original proposition, could

not be entertained.

The Chair decided the point of order to be

well taken.

Mi\ Pinchback apj^ealed from the decision

of the Chair.

And the question being put to the Con-

vention, the Chair was sustained.

Mr. Smith asked leave to retire with the

privilege of recording his vote upon his

return, which was granted.

Mr. Pinchback submitted the following

amendment :

All persons shad enjoy equal rights and
pri^-ileges while traveling in this State upon
any conveyance of a public character. And
all business places, and those otherwse
carried on by charter, or from which a
license is required by either State, parish
or municipal authority, shall 1)e deemed
places of a public character, and shall be
open to the accommodation and patronage
of all jjersons, without distinction or dis-

crimination on account of race or color.

The Chair decided that Mr. Pinchback 's

original proposition had become the jjrop-

erty of the Convention and that he could

not accept a substitute, and his amendment
was not in order, being a substitute to a

substitute.

Mr. Pinchback appealed from the de-

cision of the Chair.

The question being put to the CenT-n-

I

tion, the Chair was sustained.

Mr. Packard moved to amend the sub-

stitute of Mr. Wicklitfe by inserting :

The equal rights and privileges of all per-
sons while traveling on public conveyances in
this State, shall not be infringed by rea.son

of race or color, and places of a piiblic chai'-

acter where licence is required from State,

IJarochial or municipal authority, shall ex-
tend the same I'ights and jirivileges to all

persons without distinction of race or color.

Mr. McMillan asked for a call of the

House and the roU was called.

The question was put upon the amend-
ment of Mr. Packard, which was lost—ayes

17, nays 57—as follows:

Ayes : Antoine, Barret, Brown, Bun-ell,

Deariug, Damarest, Douglass, Gair, Harper,
Hiestand, Leroy, J. B. Lewis, Massicot,
Meadows, McMillan, Moses, Packard—17.

Nays : Belden, Bertonneau, Blandin,
Bonseigneur, Bonnefoi, Butler, Cooley,
Crane, Crawford, Cuuey, Depa.sseau, Des-
londe P. G., Donato, Duparte G., Dupart
U., Duplessis, Edwards, Esuai-d, Francois,
Fuller, Ferguson, Guichard, Ingraham,
IsabeUe B. H., Isabelle Thos., Jackson,
Jones, Kelso, Lange, Lewis K., Ludeling,
Marie, Martin, McLeran, Morris, MuitcI,
Mushaway, Myers, Oliver, Pinchback,
Poindester, Pollard, Beagan, Reese, Biggs,
Eiard, Rodriguez, Schwab, Scott, Snider,
Steele, Tinchant, Vandergrifi", Vidal, Wick-
lift'e, Williams, Wilson—57 nays.

The question was put upon the adojition

of Mr. Wickliffe's substitute, and it was

lost—ayes 22, nays 53—as follows:

Ayes : Brown, Burrel, Butler, Crane, De-
passeau, Deslonde P. G., Donato, Duj)art
G., Gair, Isabelle R. H., Jackson, Jone.s,

Martin, Mushaway, Pollard, Riggs, Rodri-
guez, Schwab, Vidal, Wickliffe, WiUiams,
Wilson—22.
Nays : Antoine, Barrett, Belden, Berton-

neau, Blandin, Bonseigneur, Bonnefoi, Coo-
ley, Crawford, Cromwell, Cuney, Dearing,
Damarest, Douglass, Dupart U., Duplessis,

Edwards, Esurtid, Francois, Fidler, Fergu-
son, Guichard, Harper, Hiestand, Ingra-
ham, Isabelle Thos., Kelso, Lange, Leroy,
Lewis J. B., Lewis II., Ludeling, Marie,
Massicot, Meadows, McLeran, Mc]Millan,
Morris, Moses, Mnrrcl, ]N[yers, Oliver,

Packard, Pierce, Pinchback, Poindexter,
Reagan, Riard, Sc(jtt, Snider, Steele, Tin-
chant, Vandergriflf—53.

Mr. Pinchback asked leave to withdraw

the original article proposed by him, as ar-
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tide 13, which was granted, and the article

was withdrawn.

Mr. Crawford moved to adjourn.

Lost.

Mr. Pinchback moved to adopt the fol-

lowing as article 13 of the Constitution :

All persons shall enjoy equal rights and
privileges while traveling in this State upon
any conveyance of a public character, and
all business places or othermse, carried on
by charter, or for which alicense is required
by either State, iiarishor municij)al author-
ity shall be deemed places of a public
character, and shall be opened to the ac-
commodation and patronage of all per-
sons without distinction or discrimination
on account of race or color.

The previous question was ordered.

The question was put upon the adojition

of the article.

The roll was caUed and the article, read-

ing as follows

:

_
Akt. 13. All persons shall enjoy equal

rights and privileges while traveling in this
State, upon any conveyance of a public
character, and aU business places or other-
wise, carried on by charter, or for which a
license is required by either State, parish
or municipal authority, shaU be deemed
places of ee public character, and shall be
opened to the accommodation and patronage
of all persons, without distinction or dis-
crimination on account of race or color.

Was adopted—ayes 58, nays 16—as fol-

lows:

Ayes: Antoine, Belden, Bertonneau,
Blandin, Bonseigneur, Bonnefoi, Brov,Ti,
Burrel, Butler, Craue, Cromvv-eU, Cuney,
Depasseau, P. G. Deslonde, Donate, Doug-
lass, G. Dupart, U. Dupart, Duplessis,
Esnard, Francois, Gair, Guichard, Har-
ris, Hiestand, Ingi-aham, E. H. Isabelle,
Thos. IsabeUe, Jackson, Kelso, Landers,
Lange, Leroy, Marie, Martin, Massicot,
Meadows, McLeran, Morris, Moses, Miu-rel,
Mushaway, Myers, Oliver, Pierce, Pinch-
back, Poindexter, Pollard, Pi,eagan, Eiard,
Eiggs, Rodriguez, Schwab, Scott, Tinchant,
Vidal, WiUiams, Wilson—58.

Nays : Barret, Cooley, Crawford, Dear-
ing, Demarest, Edwards, Ferguson, Harper,
Levvds J. B., Ludeling, McMillan, Packard,
Reese, Snider, Steele, Wickliffe—16 nays.

On motion the Convention adjourned tiU

to-morrow at 11 o'clock A. m.

A true copy :

WM. VIGEES, Secretary.

THIETY-FIEST DAY.
New Okleans, Saturday, Jan. 4, 1868.
The Convention met pursuant to adjoiu-u-

ment.

The President called it to order at 11

o'clock A. M.

The roll was called and the following

members answered to their names:
J. G. Taliaferro, President; Messrs. An-

toine, Baker, Barret, Belden, Bertonneau
Blackburn, Blandin, Bonseigneur, Bonne-
foi, Burrel, Butler, Cooley, Crane, Craw-
ford, CromweU, Cuney, Dealing, Demarest,
Depasseau, P. G. Deslonde, J. Deslonde,
Donato, Douglass, G. Duparte, U. Du-
part, Duplessis, Esnard, Francois, Ful-
ler, Ferguson, Gair, Guichard, Harper,
Harris, Hempstead Hiestand, Ingraham,
R. H. Isabelle, T. Isabelle, Jackson, .lones,
Kelso, Landers, Lange, Leroy, J. B. Lewis,
R. Levis, Ludeung, Marie, Massicot, Mea-
dows, McMillan, Morris, Moses, Mun-el,
Mushaway, Myers, Newshaw, Oliver, Pack-
ard, Pierce, Pinchback, Poindexter, Pol-
lard, Reagan Reese, Riard, Riggs, Ro-
driguez, Snaer, Scott, Snider, Steele, Thi-
baut, Tinchant, Twitchell, Underwood,
Vandergriff, Wa^^les, Wickliffe, WiUiams,
Wilson—83.

Prayer by the Rev. Jos. Fisk.

The minutes were read and adopted.

.OKIGINAL EESOLXJTIONS.

By Mr. Cooley, of Point CouiDce:

Be it ordained by the Constitutional Conven-
tion of Louisiana, The Sherilis and tax col-
lectors of the State, except of the city of
New Orleans, Orleans right bank and joar-

ish of Jefferson, shall give notice to the tax
payers of their resi^ective parishes, to pay
the tax of one mill per cent, levied by ordi-
nance of the 21th of December, 1867, by
this Convention, and thirty days after
service of said notice, those who shall not
have i^aid the tax due by them, shnllbe con-
sidered in default; and the Sheriffs and tax
collectors shall exact an addi tional tax from
such persons of twenty-five per cent,
upon the sum due by them for the first de-
fault, and an additional tax of ten per cent,
to be computed on the original tax, for
every subsequent thirty days; said persons
shall continue to be in default, up to the
date of the final settlement.
Be itfurther ordained, The Sheriffs and

collectors of the city of New Orleans, Or-
leans right bank and parish of Jefferson,
shall, by public notice in one newspaper,
published in their parish, call upon all tax
payers to pay the tax levied by the ordi-
nance of the 2-4th December, above men-
tioned; and aU j)ersons who shall not have
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paid the amonnts due by them on account
of said tax, ten days after the publication
of the above required notice, shall pay an
additional tax of twenty-five per cent, on
the original tax, and an additional tax of

two and a half jjcr cent, on the original

tax of one mill i>ev cent; for every subse-
quent ten days, said jsersons shall continue
to be in default.

Be it further ordained, Immediately after

the tax payers shall have lieen put in

default by the expii-atiou of the thirty or
ten days, as the case may be, given in

the notice required by the first and second
sections of this ordinance. The Sheriffs

and tax collectors throughout the State,

shall jDroceed to seize and sell, after ten
days notice, property of the delinquent tax

payers, movable or immovable, sufficient

to pay the original tax, all additional taxes
herein leAded, and costs.

Mr. Oooley moved to suspend the rules

to put the ordinance on its final passage.

Adopted.

The ordinance was read a second time,

find on motion of Mr. Cooley, was adopted

unanimously.

By Mr. Crawford, of Caldwell:

Resoli-ed, That the Committee on Contin-
gent Expenses be and they are hereby direct-

ed to report to this Convention a specific

and detailed account of all the expenses in-

curred by them for the contingent exj^enses

of the Convention, setting forth a specific

bill of items showing the quantity and price

of each and every article ijurchased by
them, and from whom purchased.

Lies over.

By Mr. Poindexter:

Resolved, That no member shall be al-

lowed to speak more than 10 minutes upon
any subject, except by leave of two thirds
of the members present.

Mr. Lewis moved to suspend the rules to

put it on its final j)assage.

Adopted.

Mr. Belden moved to amend by inserting

"20 minutes" instead of "10."

The amendment was accei^ted.

The question was put iipon the adoption

of the resolution as amended, and it was

adopted.

By Mr. J. H. Landers :

Resolved, That the Mississippi Agricul-
tural, Educational and Manufacturing Aid
Society is hereby legalized in the State of

Louisiana with all the powers and fran-

chises granted them by their charter. And
^hat said society is hereby granted special

privileges, and is authorized to begin and
carry on their business in this State until
the meeting of the first Legislature, assem-
bled under the Constitution that may be
adopted by this Convention; and that it

shall be the duty of the Legislature to en-
act such laws as shall enable said society
to carry out the objects of the Association,
and protect the interests of all the citizens
of Louisiana.

Lies over.

By Mr. F. Marie, of Terrebonne:

"Whereas, It is jjropcr and just to equal-
ize taxes so as to bear equitably on every
kind of industry and trade; and
Wheeeas, Newspapers are not adequately

taxed under the existing system, the tax
not being proportioned to their amount of
lucrative business; therefore, be it

Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the
first Legislature convened in this State after
the adoption of this Constitution, to pass a
law to the effect that a tax of no less than
five cents and no more than ten cents jwr
square of ten lines agate, or its equivalent,
shall be levied on those jsarts of any news-
paper devoted to the publication of adver-
tisements, cards or notices whatever, in
each and every issue of the same, exceiDting,
however, advertisements and notices fur-

nished by the various departments of the
Federal, State, parish and city governments
and public officers.

Resolved, That the publishers of every
newsjjaper in the State shall furnish to the
assessor of the district in which it is pub-
hshed a copy of every issue, and that it

shall be the duty of said assessor to keep
an account of the space devoted to adver-
tisements, notices and cards in said news-
papers; and to send said account every two
weeks to the proj^er collector for collection.

Referred to the Committee on General

Provisions.

By Mr. McMillen, of CarroU :

Whekeas, The business of the Conven-
tion is materially embarrassed by persons
not members thereof being admitted mthin
the bar, and abusing the courtesy shown
them by moving about from seat to seat

conversing with members upon political

subjects; therefore, be it

Resolved, That all persons admitted with-
in the bar upon the special invitation of a
member of the Convention, Avillberequii'ed

to sit Avith the member giving the invita-

tion, and observe the rides of decorum
adopted for the government of the Con-
vention.

Resolved, That only such persons as may
be invited from day to day by members
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of the Convention shall be admitted within
the bar.

Mr. McMillen moved to suspend the

rules to i)ut the resolution on its final pas-

sage."

The rules were suspended.

Mr. Belden, of Orleans, moved to amend
by striking out the words '•2)olitical sub-

jects."

The amendment v>'as accepted.

Mr. Harper moved to amend by striking

oiit aU after the word "resolved," and insert-

ing:

That no i^erson not a member, officer, or
employee be admitted within the bar Avith-

out a vote of the majority of the members
of the Convention.

Mr. Bertouneau moved to lay the amend-
ment on the table.

Adopted.

And on motion of Mr. McMillen, the res-

olution, as amended, and reading as fol-

lows :

Whekeas, The business of the Conven-
tion is materially embarrassed by persons
not members thereof being admitted within
the bar, and abusing the courtesy shown
them by moving about from seat to seat
conversmg with members; therefore, be it

Resolved, That all persons admitted with-
in the bar ujjon the special invitation of a
member of the Convention, will be re-
quired to sit with the member giving the
invitation, and observe the mles of deco-
rum adopted for the government of the
Convention.

Eesoli-ed, That only such persons as may
be invited from day "^to day by members of
the Convention shallbe admitted Avithin the
bar.

"Was adojited.

KEPOBTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES.

Committee on Contingent Expenses—No
rejjort.

Committee on Finance—Progxess.
The Committee on Enrollment submitted

the following rejjort :

EooM OF Committee on Enbollment,
]

New Orleans, La., Jan. 3, 1868.
f

To the President and Members of the Constitutional
Convention :

Your Committee on Enrollment would
respectfully report that they have this day
caused to be enrolled the ordinance of Mr.
Pinchback, of Orleans, in reference to the
payment of members of this Convention
in preference to the Official Printer and
others. And caused the same to be transmit-

127

ted to the Secretary of State, and to the
Treasurer and Auditor of State respectively.

J. B. Yandeegkiff,
Chairman Committee on Enrollment.

Mr. Cooley moved to recommit the re-

port of the Committee on Contingent Ex-
penses to the committee, v-dth instructions

to make a more detailed report.

Adopted.

unfinished business.

The reports of the Committee on Draft
of the Constitution being in order, Mr.
Crane moved to adopt the following article:

To prevent and punish official and pro-
fessional extortion, Avrong and injustice ui^on
the interests, rights, liberties and weKare of
the uneducated, unsuspecting, imofficial and
unprofessional masses of the people. The
Legislature of this State may pass laws to
regulate said labor, and in the aforesaid
class of cases, fix the fees, prices and com-
pensation, unless the party or r^arties es-
tal^lish a special and legal contract, or in
the absence thereof.

Mr. CraAvford raised the point of order
that the resolution not being germain to
the articles now under consideration, should
He over. And the Chair so ruled.

Mr. Tinchanc appealed from the decision

of the Chair, and the question on the ap-
peal being put to the Convention, the Chair
was sustained.

Mr. Crane moved to print 100 copies of

the article.

Mr. Tmchant moved to lay the motion to

print on the table.

Adopted.

Mr. Eeagan moved to substitute for

article 12, of the majority report, the fol-

lowing, to be article 14 of the Constitu-

tion :

All rights not enimierated in this title,

and not in conflict with its meaning and
design, shall in no ynne be infi-inged or
abridged.

Mr. Ingi-aham moved to adopt article 20,

of the minority report, as article 14 of the

Constitution.

Mr. McMillen raised the point of order
that the article offered by Mr. Ingraham
was a substitute to a substitute, and not iu

order.

And the Chair so ruled.

Mr. Pinchback was called to the chair.
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Mr. Biirrel moved to lay tlie substitute of

Mr. Reagau ou the table.

Adopted.

Mr. Bertonneau moved to adopt article

12, of the majority report, as article 14 of

the Constitution, and the article reading as

follows:

Art. 14. The rights enumerated in this

title shall not be construed to limit or
abridge other rights of the people not
herein expressed.

Was adopted as article 14 of the Consti-

tution.

Mr. Packard moved to adoj^t article 13, of

the majority report, as article 15 of the

Constitution.

Mr. Ingraham moved to substitute article

23, of the minority report, in i^lace of

article 13, of the majority report, to be article

15 of the Constitution.

Mr. Waples moved to indefinitely post-

pone the substitute of Mr. Ingraham.

Adopted.

Mr. Crane moved to amend by striking

out the word " Eepresentatives " and in-

serting the word " delegates."

Mr. Jones moved to lay the amendment
on the table.

Adopted.

The question was put upon the adop-

tion of article 13, of the majoiity report, as

article 15 of the Constitution, and the arti-

cle, reading as follows:

Art. 15. The Legislative power of the
State shall be vested in two distinct

branches. The one to lie styled "the House
of Bepresentatives, " the other "the Senate,"
and both "the General Assembly of the
State of Louisiana."

Was adopted.

Mr. Blandin moved to adoj)t artice 14, of

the majority re^Dort, as article 16 of the

Constitution.

Mr. Crane moved to amend by substitut-

ing the words "one year" for the words

"two years."

Mr. Underwood moved to lay the amend-
ment on the table.

Adopted.

The question was put on the adoi^tion of

article 14, of the majority report, as article

16 of the Constitution. And the article,

reading as follows:

Akt. 16. The members of the House of
Eepresentatives shall continue in office for
two years from the day of the closing of the
general elections.

Was adopted.

Mr. Blandin moved to adopt article 15, of

the majority report, as article 17 of the Con-
stitution.

Mr. Tinchant moved to amend by striking

out the word " Monday" and inserting the

words "Friday and Saturday," and striking

out the word "one" and inserting the word
"two."

Mr. Barret called for a division of the

question.

The Chair decided that the question was
not susceptible of division.

And the amendment was adopted.

The question was put upon the adoption

of the article as amended.

And it was lost.

Mr. Crawford moved to adojit articles 15,

16, 17, 18 and 19, of the majority report.

Mr. Rodriguez objected.

And the motion was withdrawn.

Mr. Ingraham moved to adopt article 15,

of the majority report, as article 17 of the

Constitution.

And the article reading as follows:

AiiT. 17. Representatives shall be chosen on
the lirst Monday in November, every two
years, and the election shall bo completed in
one day. The General Assembly shall meet
annually on the first Monday in Jami;iry,

unless a different day be appointed by L.w,

and their sessions shall be held at the f-eat

of government.

Was adoi^ted.

Mr. Packard moved to amend article 16,

of the majority report, by striking out all

after the word ' 'representation, " and to ad }pt

it as so amended.

Mr. Uunderwood moved to substitute in

its place article 27 of the minority report.

Mr. Underwood withdrew his siibstitute.

On motion, the amendments were laid on

the table.

The question was stated by the Chair to

be ui5on the adoption of article 16, of he

majority report, as la'ticle 18 of the Coi_ iti-

tution.

Mr. Underwood moved to substi* ite

article 27 of the minority report.



JOUENAL OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION. 129

Mr. Waples moved to amend tlie substi-

tute by striking out the word "twenty-

five" and inserting the word "thirty."

The previous question was ordered.

Tlie ayes and nays were called with the

following result—ayes 27, nr.ys 46—as fol-

lows :

Yeas: Barret, Bertonneau, Bonseigneur,

Brown, Butler, Cooley, Crane, Crawford,
Demarest, Depasseau, Gr. Duparte, Duples-
sis, Esnard, Gardiner, T. Isabelle, E. H. Isa-

belle, Jackson, Lynch, Moses, Mashav/ay,
Poindexter, Eiggs, Eodriguez, Schwab,
Waples, Williams, Wilson—27 ayes.

Nays: Aiitoine, Belden, Blandin, Bonne-
foi, Burrel, CromAveU, Dearing, P. G. Des-
londe, Donato, U. Dupart, Francois, Ful-
ler, Ferguson, Gair, Har^jer, Harris, Hemp-
stead, Hiestand, Ingraham, Jones, KeLso,

Landers, Lauge, Leroy, J. B. Lewis, E.
Lewis, McLeran, McMillan, Morris, Oliver,

Packard, Pierce, Pinchbaek, Eeagan, Eeese,
Eiard, Eoberts, Smith, Scott, Snider, Tin-
chant, Underwood, Vandergriff, Vidal,

Wickliffe—46 nays.

And the amendment was lost.

The question recurring upon Mr. Under-

wood's motion to amend by substituting

article 27, of the majority report, for article

16 of the minority report.

The ayes and nays were called with the

following result—ayes 48, nays 27—as fol-

lows :

Ayes : Antoine, Belden, Blandin, Bon-
nefoi, Burrel, Cromwell, Dearing, Des-
londe P. G., Donato, Douglass. Dupart U.,
Francois, Fuller, Ferguson, Gair, Gardiner,
Harper, Harris, Hemptead, Hiestand, In-
graham, Jones, Kelso, Landers, Lange,
Leroy, Lewis J. B., Lewis E., Massicot,
McLeran, Morris, Murrel, Newsham, Oli-

ver, Packard, Pierce, Pinchbaek, Eeagan,
Eeese, Eiard, Eoberts, Schwab, Scott, Tin-
chant. Underwood, Vandergriff, Vidal.
Wickliffe—48 yeas.

Nays : Barret, Bertonneau, Bonseigneur,
Brown, Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Demar-
est, Depasseau, Duijarte G., Duplessis, Es-
nard, Isabelle E. H., Isabelle Thos., Jack-
son, Lynch, McMillan, Moses, MushaAvay,
Poindexter, Eiggs, Eodriguez, Smith, Sni-
der, Waples, Williams, Wilson—27 nays.

And the amendment was adopted.

The question was then put upon the adop-

tion of the original article, as amended, as

article 18 of the Constitution, and the arti-

cle as amended, and reading as follows

:

Akt. 18. Every elector under this Con-
10

stitution, shall be eligible to a seat in the
House of Eepresentatives ; and every
elector who has reached the age of twenty-
five years, shall be eligible to the Senate ;;

Provided, That no person shall be a Eepre-
seutative or Senator, unless at the time of

his election, he be a qualified elector of tho
representative or senatorial district from
which he is elected.

Was adoi)ted.

The Committee on Finance submitted the

followiug report:

To the Presideut and meiubera of the Constitutiouai;
Convention of the State of Louisuiua

:

Gentlemen—In pursuance of the reso-

lution adopted on the 24th inst., authoriz-
ing your Committee onFiuance to negotiate
a loan to defray the ex^jenses of this Con-
vention, our committee respectfully re-
port that they have been 'unsuccessful in.'

negotiating a loan.

Your committee, while endeavoring to--

negotiate a loan, received encouragement
to such an extent that they have delayed
their final report until this time.

Your committee respectfully request to
be reheved from further duty in negotiat-
ing a loan.

H. V7. FcLLEK, Chairman;
John S. Haeeis,
W. L. McMillan.

On motion of Mr. Wicidifi'e the report

was received, and the committee dischavged.

On motion of Mr. Crawford the Conven-

tion adjourned till Monday at 11 a. m.

A true co^ij:

WM. VIGEE3, Secretary.

THTETY-SECOND DAY.
New Oeleans, Monday, Jan. 6, 1868.

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn-

ment.

The President called the Convention to

order at 11 a. m.

The roll was called and the following

members answered to their names:
J. G. Taliaferro, President; Messrs. An-

toine, Baker, Belden, Bertonneau, Bon-
seigneur, Bonnefoi, Erown, Butler, Crane,
Cromwell, Cuney, Dearing, Depasseau,
Deslonde, Jos. Deslonde, Douglass, Du-
part, G. Dujiarte, Duialessis, Esnard, Fran-
cois, Ferguson, Gair, Gardiner, Guichard,
Harris, Hempstead, Hiestand, IsabeUe,
Thos. Isabelle, Jones, Kelso, Landers,
Lange, Leroy, J. B. Lewis, E. Lewis,
Lnych, Marie, Martin, Massicot, Mea-
dows, McLeran, Morris, Moses, Murrel,
Myers, Newsham, Oliver, Packard, Pierce,,

Pinchbaek, Poindexter, Eeogan, Eeese^
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Eiartl, Eiggs, Eodrigiiez, Scliwab, Snaer,

8cott, Snider, Steele, Thibaut, Tiacliant,

Twitcliell, Underwood, Valfroit, Vaudcr-
griflf, Wr.ples, WicklilTo, Williams, Wil-
,son—73 members present.

Prayer by Eev. Jos. Fisk.

The minutes were read.

Mr. Packard as^ked for a correction in tlie

minntes, and tlie minutes, as amended,

were adopted.

OKIGINAX, l?ESOLtITIONS.

Mr. Waples moved that any delegate

assigning reasons for his vote, shall do so

in vs'riting; and he may have them entered

upon the journal, prvidedthcy do not cover

more than half a page of foolscap.

Mr. Packard moved to lay the motion on

the table.

Lost.

And the motion of Mr. Waplcs was

adopted.

By Mr. Blackbnrn:]

An Oedinance relative to waiTants issued
by this Convention to defray the expenses
thereof

:

Section 1. Be it ordained, That all war-
rants issued for defraying the expenses of
this Convention shall bear eight per cent,

interest per annum from date of the con-
vening of this Convention, until paid for

or received by the State Treasurer for State
dues; and. said warrants shall be received
by all Sheriffs and State tax collectors in
payment for all dues to the State for taxes
and licenses; and the State Treasurer shall

receive them from said Sheriffs and State
tax collectors, as well as for the sale of
public lands.

Sec. 2. Be it further ordained, That the
State Treasurer be and is hereby prohibit-
ed from receiving for State dues, taxes or
licenses and warrants, others tlian those
issued by this Convention. •

Sec. 3. Be itfvrtlter ordained. That the
State Auditor be and he is hereby directed
to notify all Sheriffs and tax collectors of
the passage of this ordinance, and direct
their compliance therewith.

Mr. BonseigQeur moved to suspend the

rules to put the resolution upon its pas-

sage.

Adopted.

Mr. Crane moved to amend by inserting

•'mimicipal and city authorities.'*

Mr. Bertonneau moved to lay the resolu-

ion on the table.

liOBt.

Mr. Cooley moved to amend by substi-

tuting the follo-wang

:

The Sheriffs and tax collectors throughout
the State shaU jjay in the State treasury,
in the currency actually received by them,
all sums collected by them under the Tax
Ordinance passed by this Convention on
the 24th December, 1867, and in all cases
when they offer the warrants issued by au-
thority of this Convention, in x^ayment of
taxes collected by them, it shall be the
duty of the Auditor of Public Accounts
to reqiure from said Sheriffs and tax col-

lectors, evidence that the said warrants
were honestly received by them in pay-
ment of taxes levied by this Convention;
Provided, The oath of the Sheriffs and tax
ec)llectors\hall be received to pi'ove the
fact.

Mr. Waples moved to refer the ordinance

and substitute to a committee of tAvo, com-
posed of Messrs. Cooley and Blackburn,

with instructions to report to-morrow.

Mr. Jones called for the previous ques-

tion, which was orcjpred.

The question was stated by the Chair to

be upon Mr. Waples' motion to refer to a

si^ecial committee of two, consisting of

Messrs. Cooley and Blackbiu-n, the original

resolution and the substitute.

And the motion was adopted.

Mr. Hempstead moved to add the Presi-

dent to the committee just named.

Adoi^ted.

Mr. Moses moved that the Convention do
hereafter change the hour of meeting from

eleven to ten o'clock, for the piirijose of ex-

pediting the business of the Convention.

Laid on the table.

By Mr. G. W. Eeagan :

Petition to Congress for the relief of
loyal sufferers during the rebelHon:
Wheeeas, During the late war of the re-

bellion, many good and loyal persons, in

this State, by orders of officers acting under
proper authority, have sustained great
losses in the destruction of property, by
burning and otherwise ; and
Wheeeas, No provisions have yet been

made for the rehef of those suffering in
consequence of the above orders ; therefore,

be it

Resolved, That we, the people of Louis-
iana, in Convention assembled, do most re-

spectfully and earnestly petition the Con-
gress of the United States to immediately
take the subject into consideration and
adopt such measures as in its Avisdom may
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be deemed necessary and adequate to meet
the authenticated claims of those -whose

losses were produced by causes above
n^imed.

Resolved, That a copy of this petition,

signed by the President and Secretary of

this Convention, be forwarded to Hon.
Schuyler Colfax, Speaker of the House of

Representatives of the United States.

Mr. Moses moved to lay on the table.

Adojated.

By Mr. WickHflfe :

Ahx.— Sec. 1. There shall be appointed by
the Governor, every two years, by and "with

the advice and consent of the Senate, a
Board of Health for the parishes oi Orleans
and Jefferson, consisting of seven members,
whose qualifications and salaries shall be as

provided by law.

Sec. 2. The said Board of Health shaU
have power to regulate in said parishes, in

conformity with such laws as may be passed
by the Legislature, the matters of quaran-
tine, di'ainage, the removal and deposit of

offals and filth, the location of stock yards,

slaughter-houses, and nuisance wharves,

and in short, have general supervision

of all matters that affect or pertain

to the public health in said parishes
;

Provided, That no slaughter-houses or stock
yards shall be allowed within the coi-porate

limits of a city or towoi within said parishes,

and that no nuisance wharves or dumping
grounds shall be allowed in said parishes
above or within one half mile l^elow the
present, or any other water works that may
be constructed, so long as the cities of New
Orleans and Jefferson are suppHed with
water from the Mississippi river; and Pro-
Tidedfurther, That all slaughter-houses and
stock yards shall be located beloT.^ the cor-

porate limits of the city of New Orleans.
Sec. 3. No muuicip;).l corporation shall

l^ass any ordinance coutiicting this a^rticle,

or upon the subject matter thereof. Lies
over.

By Mr. WickHffe, of Orleans :

Abt. —. The Legislature shall pass no
laws, nor shall any parochial or mimicipal
corporation jaass any ordinance discriminat-
ing by taxation or license between citizens,

residents and non-residents.

Lies over.

Mr. Hempstead moved to lay the resolu-

tion on the table.

The Chair decided the motion out of

order.

Mr. Tinchant moved to reconsider the

vote adopting article 14 of the Constitu-

tion.

Mr. Crane moved to lay the motion to

reconsider on the table.

Adopted.

EEPOKTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES.

Committee on Contingent Expenses—

•

Progress.
Committee on Printing—No report.

Committee on Eni-ollment submitted the

foUowing report

:

Rooms Comjuttee ox EnkoiiLment, }

New Orleans, La., .Jan. 7, 18G8. f
To the Pi'esident and Members of the Constitutional

Convention

:

The Committee on Enrollment would
respectfully report that they have caused
to be enrolled the ordinance of Mr. Cooley,
in relation to the enforcement of the Tax
Ordinance, and have sent one of each to
the Secretary of State and Treasui'er and.

Auditor, respectively.

Very Respectfully,

John B. V-Indekgeiff,
Chairman Committee on Enrollment.

Which was received.

unfinished business.
The reports of the Committee on Draffc

of the Constitution being in order.

Mr. Oliver moved to adopt article 17, of

the majority report, as article 19 of the

Constitution.

And the article, reading as follows:

Af.t. 19. Elections for members of the Gen-
eral Assembly shall be held at the several
election precincts established by law.

Was adopted.

Mr. Cooley moved to adopt article 18, of

the majority report, as article 20 of the

Constitution.

Mr. Barret moved to amend by inserting,

'

after the 7tii line, the words ' 'a census of

the inhabitants."

Which was adopted.

Mr. Cooley moved to amend by striking

out the word "Legislatui-e" and inserting

"General Assembly."

Which was adopted.

Mr. Lynch moved to amend by substitut-

ing as foUows :

Art. 20. Representation in the House of

Representatives shall be equal and uniform
and after the first Legislature elected un-
der this Convention shall be ascertained

and regulated by the whole number of

population, each parish in the State being
entitled to at least one Representative. A
census of the State by State authorities

shall be taken in 1875, and every five year^
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thereafter. In ease of informality, omis-

sion or error in the census retiu-ns from
any district, the General Assembly shall

order a new census taken in snch jjaiish or

election district.

Mr. Harper moved to amend by striking

out the word "parish," and inserting the

"Word "county."

Mr. Isabella moved to lay the amend-

ment of Mr. Harper on the table.

Adopted.

Mr. Waples moved to amend the substi-

tute by striking- out the word "shall," and

inserting the word "may," which was ac-

cepted by the mover.

Mr. Beldeu moved to amend by striking-

out the figures " 1875," and inserting- the

figures "1870," and by striking out the word

*'five," and inserting- the word "ten."

Which was accepted.

Mr. Coole}' moved to amend by striking

out the figures "1870," and inserting the

figures "1875."

Mr. Bonseigneur moved to lay the amend-

anent of Mr. Cooley on the table.

Adopted.

The question was jiut to the Convention

upon the adoption of the substitute of Mr.

Xynch, as amended, as article 20 of the

Constitution.

And the article, reading as follows :

AiiT. 20. Eeprcsentation in the House of

Hepresentatives shall be equal and uniform,

and after the first G eneral Assembly elected

under this Convention, shall be ascertained

and regulated by the whole number of

poi^ulation ; each parish in tlie State being-

entitled to at least one Eepresentative. A
census of the State by State authorities

shall be taken in 1870, and every ten years

thereafter. In case of informahty, omis-
sion or error in the census returns from
any district, the General Assembly may
order a new census taken in such parish or

election district.

Was adopted.

Mr. Wickliffe moved to adopt article 19,

of the majority report, as article 21 of the

Constitution.

Mr. Cooley moved to amend by striking

out the word "Legislatiu-e," and inserting

the -w^ords "General Assembly," and by
striking out the words '

' qualified electors,

"

and inserting the words "total population."

The amendment was accepted by the

mover.

The question was put to the Convention

upon the adoption of article 19, majority

rejjort, as article 21 of the Constitution,

and the article, reading as follows :

Art. 21. The General Assembly, at the
first session after the making- of each
enumeration, shall apportion the repre-
sentation amongst the several parishes
and representative districts, on the basis
of the total jjoi^ulation as aforesaid. A
reijresentative number shall be fixed
and each parish and representative dis-

trict shah, have as many Representa-
tives as the number of its total jDopulation
"^vdll entitle it to have, and an additional
Rejiresentative for any fraction exceeding
one half of the repre .entative number.
The number of Representatives shall never
exceed one hundred and twenty, nor be
less than ninety.

Was adopted.

Mr. Cooley moved to recommit article

20, of the majority rejiort, to the Committee

on the Legislative Department, with in-

structions to report a new apportionment

in accordance -with the principle of repre-

sentation now adopted.

Mr. Bertonneau moved to lay the mo-
tion to recommit on the table.

Adopted.

Mr. Hemjjstead moved to adopt article

20, of the majority rejjort, as article 22 of

the Constitution.

Various amendments were here offered

by different members in regard to the ratio

oi repreresentation of their several districts.

Mr. Twitehell moved to lay all the amend-

ments on the table.

Adopted.

Mr. Jones moved to amend by substitut-

ing article 12, of the Constitution of 1864, as

article 22 of the Constitution.

Mr. Bertonneau moved to lay the substi-

tute on the table.

Adopted.
Mr. Hempstead moved to adopt article

20, of the majority report, as article 22 of

the Constitution.

Mr. Blandin moved to amend by substi-

tuting article 31 of the majority report.

Mr. Hempstead raised the point of order

that the motion to substitute, being ofifered

while he was on the floor, was not in order.
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The Chair decided that Mr. Blandin had

the floor, and that the substitute was in

order.

I Sabine 1
St. Bernard 1
St. Charles 1

, ^ .. [St. Helena 1
Mr. Cooley appealed from the decision of g^-, James 2

the Chair.

The question on the appeal being put

to the Convention, the Chair was sustained.

The question was put upon the adoption

of article 31, of the minority report, as

article 22 of the Constitution.

And the article, reading as follows

:

Akt. 22. Until an apportionment shall be
made, and elections held under the same,

in accordance with the first enumeration
to be made as directed in article 20, the

representation in the Senate and House of

Kepresentatives shall be as follows :

For the parish of Orleans, and to be elect-

ed as follows:

First Representative District 2

Second *' "

Third " "

Fourth " "
Fifth " "

Sixth " "

Seventh " "
Eighth *• "

Ninth
Tenth
Eleventh

Ascension 2

Assumption 2

Avoyelles .-. . .2

Baton Rouge, East 3

Baton Rouge, West 1

Bienville 1

Bossier 2

Caddo 3
Calcasieu 1

CaldweU 1

Carroll 2i

Catahoula 1

Claiborne 2
Concordia 2
DeSoto 2
Feliciana, East 2
Feliciana, West 1
Franklin 1

Iberville 2
Jackson 1

Jefferson 4
Lafayette 1

Lafourche 2

Livingston 1

Madison 1

Morehouse 1

Natchitoches 2
Ouachita 2
PLaquemine 1

Point Coupee 2
Rapides 3

St. John Baptist 1
St. Landry 4
St. Martin's 2
St. Mary's 2
St. Tammany 1
Tensas 2
Terrebonne 2
Union
Vermillion . .

Washington

.

Winn

Total 101
And the State shall be di-vdded into the

following senatorial districts, to-wit :

The Plrst, Second and Third Represen-
tative Districts of New Orleans shall form
one senatorial district and elect three Sen-
ators.

The Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Representa-
tive Districts of New Orleans shall form one
district and elect two Senators.
The Seventh, Eighth and Ninth Repre-

sentative Districts of New Orleans and the
parish of St. Bernard shall form one district

and elect two Senators.
The Tenth Representative District of

New Orleans shall form a district and elect
one Senator.

Fifth District of New Orleans and the
parish of Plaquemine shall form one dis-
trict and elect one Senator.
The parishes of Jefferson, St. Charles

and St. John Baptist shall form one dis-
trict and elect two Senators.
The parishes of Ascension and St. James

shall form one district and elect one Sen-
ator.

The parishes of Assumption, Lafourche
and Terrebonne shall form one disti-ict and
elect two Senators.
The i^arishes of Vermillion and St.

Mary shall form one district and elect one
Senator.
The parishes of Calca.sieu, Lafayette and

St. Landry shall form one district and elect
two Senators.
The parishes of Livingston, St. Helena,

Washington and St. Tammaiiy shall fomx
one district and shall elect one Senator.
The parishes of Point Coupee, East Feli-

ciana and West Feliciana shall form one dis-
trict and elect two Senators.
The parish of East Baton Rouge shall

form one district and elect one Senator.
The pari-shes of West Baton Rouge, Iber-

ville and St. Martin shall form one districfe

and elect two Senators.
The parishes of Concordia and Avoy*
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Biles sliall form one district aud elect one
Senator.
The parishes of Tensas and Franklin

shall form one district and elect one Sen-
ator.

The parishes of Carroll, Madison and
Moreb ouse shall form one district and elect

two Senators.
The liarishes of Ouachita and Cald-\vell

shall form one district and elect one Sena-
tor.

The parishes of Jackson and Union shall

form one district and elect one Senator.
The iJarishes of Bossier, Bienville and

Claiborne shall form one district and elect

two Senators.
The i^arish of Caddo shall form one dis-

trict and elect one Senator.
The parishes of DeSoto, Natchitoches

and Sabine shall form one district and elect

two Senators.
The parish of Kapides shall form one dis-

trict and elect one Senator.
The parishes of Catahoula and Winn shall

form one district and elect one Senator.

Thirty-six Senators in all.

Was adopted.

Ou motion of Mr Blandin, the Conven-

tion adjourned until to-morrow, at 11

o'clock.

A true co])y:

"'WM. VIGEES, Secretary.

THIRTY-THIED DAY.

New Okleaks, Tuesday, Jan. 7, 1868.

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn-

anent.

The President called the House to order

at 11 A. M.

The roll was called and the following

members answered to their names:

J. G. TaHaferro, President; Messrs. Ber-
tonneau. Black bui-n, Blandin, Bonseigneur,
Bonnefoi, Bro-wn, Barrel, Butler, Cooley,
Crane, Crawford, Cromwell, Cuney, Bear-
ing, Demarest, Depasseau, P. G. Desloude,
J. Desloude, Donato, Douglass, G. Dui)arte,
U. Dupart, Duplessis, Edward, Esnard,
Francois, Ferguson, Gair, Gardiner, Gui-
chard. Harper, Harris, Hempstead, Hies-
tand, Ingraham, E. H. Isabella, T. Isabelle,

Jackson, Jones, Kelso, Lander.^, Lange,
Leroy, J. B. Lewis, E. Lewis, Lynch,
Marie, IMartin, Massicot, Meadows, Morris,
Moses, Murrel, Myers, Newsham, Oliver,
Packard, Pierce, Pinchback, Poindextar,
Eeagau, Eeese, Eiard, Eiggs, Eoberts,
Eodrignez, Schwab, Smith, Scott, Snider,
^Steele, Thibaut, Underwood, Valfroit, Yan-

dergriff, Yidal, Waples, Wiekliffe, Williams,
Wilson—81 members present.

Prayer by the Eev. Jos. Fisk.

The minutes were read and were cor-

rected by the substitution of Mr. Blaudin's,

in place of Mr. Belden's name, as the

mover of the substitute to Mr. motion.

The minutes, as amended, were adopted.

Mr. Moses moved that the Convention

hereafter change the hour from eleven to

ten o'clock, for the purpose of expediting

the business of this Convention.

Which was ruled out of order.

Mr. Waples moved to take up the motion

of Mr. Moses on the same subject offered

yesterday.

Lost.

OKIGINAIi EESOLUTIONS.

By Mr. OHver :

Resolved, Any registered voter shall vote
in the parish where he resides, whether he
is registered in said parish or not.

Mr. Cooley moved to amend by adding

"and truly loyal."

Mr. Jones, to amend by adding "has served

in the United States army."

Mr. Cooley. to amend by adding "and

who was never dismissed the service."

Mr. Belden moved to lay the resolution

on the table subject to call.

Adopted.

By JNlr. Blackburn, Chairman of Com-
mittee on Printing :

Resolved, That five hundred copies of the
Jburual of the Convention be published in
French, in book form, l^y the editor of the
St. Landry Progress, the book to be com-
posed in bourgeois tyjie, the pages to be
of the same size of such work, and to

be folded and stitched in the ordinary
style ; Provided, That this Convention
shall i^ay the editors of the St. Landry
Progress five dollars per page for the
same.

Mr. Bertonneau moved to suspend the

rules to place it on its passage.

Adopted.

Mr. Bertonneau moved to lay it ou the

table.

Adopted.

KEPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES.

Committee on Printing—No report.

Committee ou Contingent Exxsenses sub-

mitted the following report

:
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New Oeleans, La. , January G, 1S68.

To tlie President and Members of the Constitutional

Convention:

GE^-TLEiIEN :—The Committee on Con-
tingent expenses to whom Avas referred res-

ohition calling for "detailed" statement of

the expenses of the Convention, beg leave

to submit the following detailed statement

of the expenditures, which makes in the

aggregate up to December 31st, 1867, the

sum of .$53,874 50.

Respectfully submitted,
Hy. BoNSEIGKEtTE,

Chairman.

C0M5IITTEE ON PKINTING.

XOVEMEEK 28tli, 18CT—To tlie Kew Orleans Tiiir.uXE :

300 copies roll calls $25 00

200 " rules and regula-

tions, 13 pages 65 00

100 cojDies biUs levee bonds, 1

page 8 00

200 copies militia, 1 page 8 00
1,000 warrants 30 00
100 copies bills of rights, 7

pages 56 00
200 copies bills of board of pub-

lic works, 2 Images 16 00

300 cojnes bills of legislative de-

I)artment, 7 pages 84 00
200 copies bills of Committee on

Finance, 2 pages 16 00
150 copies bills of Committee on

Printing, 4 pages 32 00
200 copies bills of Committee on

Judiciary, 7 pages 56 00
200 coines public education,

(majority), 3 pages 24 00
200 copies public education, (mi-

nority), 3 pages 24 00
200 coiries resolution, Tinchant,

1 page 8 00
• 150 copies extra militia. Pinch-

back, 1 page 8 00
1,000 copies Gen. Prov. majority

report, 9 images 72 00
1,000 warrants extra 30 00
200 copies Gen. Prov. minority,

5 pages 40 00
200 copies Committee on Legis-

lative, 11 pages 88 00
150 copies bills (cheai) freight

railway, 2 pages 16 00
200 copies schedule and ordi-

nance, 3 xjages 24 00
500 copies majority report on

draft, 39 pages 760 00
500 copies minority report on

di-aft, 45 pages 880 00

For i3ul")lication of twenty days'
' 'Official Journal, "1, 792 squares,

$2,370 00

at$l 1,792 00

Total amount for printing. . .$4,162 Osi

COMMITTEE ON CONTINGENT ENPENSES.

December 4tt, 1867—Bought of John W. Madden:

2 reams 12 lb. legal cap, at $8,

extra heavy vrhite laid $16 00
1 box paper fasteners 3 00
2 books made to order, for pro-

ceedings of the Convention, at

$7 50
Cash advanced for 100 three cent
postage stamps

15 00

3 00

$37 00

December 4th, 1867—Bought of B. Bloomfield & Co.

:

1 minute book $20 00
12 reams ruled cap i)aper, at $10 120 00
12 " letter " 120 00
8 boxes letter envelopes at $7 50 60 00
36 dozen lead pencils at $1 50 .

.

54 00
5 dozen official envelopes, at $15 75 00
25 balls of twine, at 25c 6 25

1 Worcester's Dic'donary 20 00
1 map of New Orleans, (re-

turned) 5 00
1 map of the world, (returned) 25 00
12 dozen blotting paper at $1 50 18 00
6 bottles of ink at $1 6 00
4 reams envelope paper, at $12.

.

48 00
3,000 note envelopes at $G 50. . . 19 50
12 reams note paper at $5 00 00
Printing 250 numbers for desks,

and pasting same on desks. ... 10 00'

125 coi^ies Constitution of 1867,

at $1 50 187 50
6 glass paper weights at $1 50 .

.

9 00
2 card racks, at $1 25 2 50
18 veu racks at 50c 9 00
12 tin cutters, at 75c 9 00
12 " at 50e G 00

12 paper weights at $1 12 00
2 " at.$l 50 3 00

12 cups and sponges, at $1 50 . . 18 00

^o ream red blotting paper at
"$15 7 50

6 bottles of pounce at 50c 3 00

1 box cpiill pens 1 50

4 water pitchers, at $1 50 6 00

7 waiters, 2 at $1, and 5 at 75c .

.

5 75

6 brooms at 75c 4 50

3 whist brooms, at 75c 2 25

6 tumblers, at 25c 1 50

2 feather dusters, at $4 8 00

13 pieces of rubber, at 25c 3 25

1 ruler 1 00

7 erasers, at $1 25 8 75

36 dozen penholders, at $1 50 .

.

54 00

12 boxes pens, at $1 50 18 00

6 rubber bands, at 25c 1 50

4 dozen rubber bands, at 50c .... 2 00

6 folders at 75c 4 50
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2 ai-m rests at $1 SO ' 3 00
2 thermometers and calendars,

at 84 and $2 50 6 50
2 calendars, 50c and 75c 1 25
12 bottles of mucilage, at 75c. .

.

9 00
6 large inkstands at $1 6 00
90 inkstands, at 50c 45 00
6 bottles of red ink, at 75c 4 50

$1,132 00
Deduction of 2 mai^s, (returned) 30 00

By error of addition on bill.

iBl,102 00
1 00

$1,101 00

December 16, 1867—Bought of B. Bloomfield Sc Co.:

1 ledger, ^4] 1 journal, $5 $ 9 00
1 index memorandum book 2 00
'^4 ream ruled cap 5 00
15 reams ruled cap @ $10 150 00
5 reams note paper @ $5 25 00
12 vials superfine carmine, @ 75

cents 9 00
10 packs official envelopes, @

75 cents 7 50
15 jjacks letter envelopes, @ 25c. 3 75
48 folders, @ 50c 24 00
12 erasers—7 @, $1 25 and 5 @

$1.. 13 75
12 pair scissors, (a] 75 cents 9 00
12 dozen lead pencils, (gi $1 50.

.

18 00
3 blank books, @ $2 6 00
12 rulers 10 50
15 barrels coal, @, $1 50 22 50
2 index memorandum books, @

$2 4 00
1 ledger, $4; 1 blank book, $4.

.

8 00
1 gross boxes matches 4 00
1 ream enveloiie paper 12 00
5 reams ruled cap, @; 10 50 00
1 box letter envelopes 4 00
1 dozen clips 10 50
6 newspaper files, @ §1 50 9 00
1 brush and paste 75
1 large scrap book, mled to or-

der 10 00
1 box metallic i^aper fasteners. .

.

1 00
1 newspaper file 1 50

8429 75

December 17, 1867—BouKbt of B. Bloomfield &. Co.:

1 ream ruled letter paper S 10 00
1 ream ruled cap paper 1" 00
^ ream legal cap paper 5 00
1 dozen lead pencils 1 50
1 box pens 1 50
5 quires enrolling paper, (oj. $4 .

.

20 00
1 dozen i^en-holders 1 00
200 letter envelopes, (a\ ^1 2 00
20(1 official envelopes, (^i $3 6 00
X dozen blotting paper 1 50

12 bottles mucilage, @ $1 25 .

.

30 2-cent postage stamps
30 3-cent postage stamps
1 note book
1 order b ook
10 boxes Gillot's pens, (a), $2 50

.

1 box patent pajjjcr fasteners . .

.

15
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Mr. Eodriguez was called to the cliair.

SPECIAI, COMMITTEES.

The Special Committee, consisting of the

President and Messrs. Cooley and Black-

burn, submitted the following rejjorts

:

To the Constitutioual Conveution of the State of

Louisiana

:

The undersigned ap^Dointed a special

Committee by this honorable body to con-

sider and report upon the ordinance inti'O-

duced in the Convention yesterday, by the

Hon. W. J. Blackburn, in relation to the
warrants issued by the Convention for the
pay of members and officers, which said

ordinance i^roposes to make such warrants
receivable in payment of all taxes ; that

levied by this Convention, the different

State taxes, municipal and parachial taxes,

and the purchase of public lands. And
also the substitute offered to said ordinance
by the Hon. W. H. Cooley, forcing the
Sheriffs and tax collectors throughout the
State, to pay in the State Treastry only
such funds as w^ere actually received by
them in payment of the tax levied by the
Convention and requiring the Auditor
of PubUc Accounts to exact e^ddence from
each tax collector or Sheriff, to the effect

that the funds or warrants offered to be
paid in the treasury by them, were ac-

tually received by them in j^ayment of the
tax referred to, beg leave to rejDort as fol-

lows :

They are of opinion that this Convention
has not the power to make the Avarrants it

issues for the pay of members and officers,

receivable in payment of any other tax
than that levied for the purpose of defray-

ing its e:q3enses.

Practically, this Conveution cannot carry
out, even the ordinance of the 2ith Decem-
ber, 1867, levying the tax of one mill per
cent., vhich it has the unquestionable
power to pass, under the reconstruction
laws of Congress. The courts of the State
would enjoin all process tending to execute
that ordinance and the only hope the Con-
vention can entertain, is the well founded
one that the General commanding the
Eifth Mihtary District will consider as an
impediment to reconstruction, Avhich he is

bound to remove any Judge of the State
who would arrest the progress of the col-

lection of the tax imposed. The under-
signed firmly believe the Commander of the
Pifth Military District will enfore the col-

lection of the tax levied by the ordinance of

the 24th December last. But they are not
certain he will do so, if the Convention
now adds to said ordinance such con-
ditions as those proposed in the supple-
mentary ordinance of Mr. Blackburn,
-which conditions, in their opinion, are clear-

ly illegal. They would therefore advise
and recommend the rejection of the ordi-

nance offered by the Hon. W. J. Blackburn,
and the adoption of the substitute intro-
duced by W. H. Cooley.

J. G. TAil-tFEKKO,

W. H, Cooley.
Minority report:

To the President and Members of the Constitutional
Convention :

Having been appointed one of the com-
mittee of three to rej^ort this morning on
the matter of the ordinance which I had
the honor to introduce on yesterday, to-

gether with the substitute thereto offered
by the honorable member from Point Cou-
pee, Mr. Cooley, I respectfully ask leave to
report on my own behalf in favor of the
ordinance at first introduced, subject to any
verbal changes Avhich may be deemed ne-
cessary for the friends of the measure.

W. Jaspek Blackbuen.

Mr. Cooley moved to receive the majority

report, and to adopt the substitute to the

original ordinance proposed by Mr. Black-

burn, as recommended by the committee.

The previous question was ordered and

the motion of Mr. Cooley prevailed, and

the ordinance, reading as follows:

The Sherifi"s and tax collectors through-
out the State shaU p&j in the State Treasury
in the currency actually received by them,
all sums collected by them under the Tax
Ordinance, i^assed by the Convention on
the 21:th of December, 1867, and in all cases

when they offer the Avarrants issued by au-
thority of this Convention, in payment of

taxes collected by them, it shiill be the duty
of the Auditor of Public Accounts to re-

' quire from said Sheriffs and tax collectors,

j

evidence that the said warrants were hon-
1 estly received by them in payment of taxes
i levied by this Convention. Provided, The
i
oath of the Sheriffs and tax collectors

I shall be received to prove the fact.

Was adojjted.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS.

Mr. Lynch moved to adopt article 20, of

the majority report, as article 23 of the

Constitution, and the article, reading as

follows

:

Art. 23. The House of Kepresentatives
shall choose its Speaker and other officers.

Was adopted.

Mr. Ingraham moved to adopt article 21,

j

of the majority report, as article 24 of the

Constitiition.

Mr. Waples moved to amend by inserting

the words " carrying concealed weapons."
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Lost.

Tlie question reeiirring upon the adoption

of tlie original article, reading as follows :

Akt. 24:. Electors, in all cases, except
treason, felony or breach of the i>eace, shall
be privileged from arrest during their at-

tendance on, going to and returning from
elections.

It -was adopted.

of the majority report, as article 27 of the
Constitution.

Mr. Crane moved to amend by striking

out "four" and inserting "two."
Mr. Hempstead moved to lay the amend-

ment on the table.

Lost.

Mr. Smith called for the

Mr. lugi-aham moved to adopt article 22, *^ion on the amendment.
previous ques*

of the majority rejiort, as article 25 of the

Constitution, reading as follows :

Art. 25. At its first session under this
Constitution, the General Assembly shall
pro-vide by law that the names and residence
of all qualified electors shall be registered
in order to entitle them to vote ; but the
registry shall be free of cost to the elector.

And it was adopted.

Mr. Smith moved to reconsider the vote

last taken.

Mr. Cooley moved to lay the motion to

reconsider on the table.

Mr. R. H. Isabelle raised the point of

order that Mr. Cooley's motion to lay on
the table the motion to reconsider was made
while another member heldthe floor, and
was not iu oi-der.

The Chair so ruled.

Mr. Cooley ai:)pealed, and the Chair was
not sustained.

The Chair put the question upon laying

on the table the motion to reconsider, and
the motion was laid on the table.

Mr. Underwood moved to adojjt article

23, of the majority report, as article 26 of

the Constitution.

Mr. Packard moved to amend by adding

the words " Pvovukd, That no voter, in re-

mo-s-ing from one to another, shall lose his

right to vote in the former, until he has
acquired it iu'the latter. " The amendment
was adoi^ted.

Mr. Belden moved to adopt the article as

amended, aiid reading as follows:

Art. 26. No person shall be entitled to
vote at any election held iu this State, ex-
cept in the parish of his residence and at
the election precinct in which he is regis-
tered ; Provided, That no voter in remov-
ing from one to another, shall loose his
right to vote in the former until he has ac-
quired in the latter.

And it was adopted.
Mr.?Ingraham moved to adopt article 24,

Mr. Underwood, pending action upon
the caU for the previous question, moved
to adjourn.

The Chair proceeded to take the sense of

the Convention upon the caU for the pre-

vious question.

Mr. Cooley raised the point of order that

the motion to adjourn had precedence.

The Chair decided that the motion "to

adjourn being made while the Chair wa?
stating to the Convention the call for the

jDrevious question, was not in order.

Mr. Cooley apjiealed and the Chair was
not sustained.

The motion to adjourn was lost.

Mr. Smith moved to adjourn till Thurs-

day at 11 o'clock.

Lost.

Mr. Isabelle called for the pre^-ious ques-

tion upon the amendment.

"Which was ordered.

Mr. Waplts moved to adjoiu*n.

The Chair ruled the motion out of order.

Mr. Cooley ajjpealed.

The Chair was sustained.

The question was put upon the adoption

oTthe amendment of Mr. Crane.

And it was adopted.

Mr. Cooley moved to adjourn till 11

o'clock Wednesday.

Lost.

The question recurring upon the adoi^tion

of the article, as amended, and reading as

follows :

Art. 27. Tlie members of the Senate shaU
be elected for the term of two years, and
when assembled the Senate shall have power
to choose its own oflScers.

It was adoi)ted.

On motion the Convention adjourned till

Thursday at 11 o'clock a. m.

A true copy:

W]M. VIGEES, Secretary.
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THIRTY-FOURTH DAY.

Nev Okleaxs, Thursday, Jan. 9, 1868.

Tlio Couventiou met piu'suant to adjoiu-n-

nient.

The President called the Convention to

order at 11 A. M.

The roU was called and the following

members answered to their names

:

J. G. Taliaferro, President ; Messrs. Antoine,

Baker, Barret. Belden, Blackburn, Blandin,

Bonseigneur, Brown, Burrel, Butler, Cooley,

Crane, Crawford, Cromv/ell, Bearing, De-
marest, Depasseau, P. G. Deslonde, Jos.

Deslonde, Donato, Douglass, U. Dupart,
Duplessis, Esnard, Ferguson, Gardiner,

Guichard, Harper, Harris, Harrison,

Hempstead, Hiestand, Ingraham, Jackson,

Jones, Kelso, Landers, Leroy, J. B. Lewis,

Richard Lewis, Ludeling, Lynch, Marie,

Massicot, Meadows, McLeran, Morris,

Moses, Murrel, Myers, Newsham, Oliver,

Packard, Pierce, Poindexter, Reagan,
Riard, Riggs, I^oberts, Rodriguez, Schv/ab,

Smith, Snaer, Scott, Snider, Steele, Thi-

baut, Tiuchant, Twitchell, Underwood,
Vandergrifif, Vidal, Waples, Wickliffe, Wil-
liams, Wilson—77 members present.

The minxites were read and adoi^ted.

OEIGINAIi EESOLTJTIONS.

Mr. Cooley moved that the report of the

Committee on Contingent Expenses be

made the special order for 12 ii., on Satur-

day next.

Adopted.

Mr. Moses moved that after the twentieth

day of this month no member of this Con-

vention will be entitled to anj per diem.

On motion it was laid on the table—ayes

48, nays 33—as foUows:

Antoine, Blackburn, Blandin, Burrel,
Butler, Crane, Cromwell, Demarest, De-
passeau, Dnato, Douglass, Duparte G., Du-
part U. , Esnard, Francois, Gair, Gardiner,
Harris, Hemjistead, Ingraham, Isabelle

R. H., Isabelle Thos., Jackson, Jones,
Kelso, Landers, Lange, Lewis J. B., Lewis
Richard, Meadows, McLeran, Morris,
Moses, Murrel, Mushaway, Newsham, Oli-

ver, Reagan, Riggs, Rodriguez, Schwab,
Scott, Snider, Valfroit, Yidal, Wickliffe,

Williams, Wilson—48 ayes.

Nays: Barrett, Belden, Bertonneau, Bon-
seigneur, Bonus ••)i, Brov.Ti, Cooley, Craw-
ford, Deslonde P. G., Duplessis, Fuller,

Ferguson, Guicliard, Harper, Hiestand,
Ludeling, Mas'-icot, McMiUen, Myers,
Packard, Pinchbaek, Poindexter, Reese,
Riard, Smith, Snaer, Steele, Thibaut, Tin-

chant, Twitchell, Underwood, Yandcrgiiff,

Waples—33.

By Mr. E. Tinchant :

Whereas, By the late ordinance passed

by this Convention on the 7th inst. , an
additional tax is levied upon the tax payers

who will fail to comply within a certain

number of days with the provisions of the

tax ordinances issued by this Convention

j

and
Whereas, The majority of the people of

this city and State seem inclined to refuse

the payment of said tax, being under the

impression that the Major General
commanding this district will not

cause the ordinances issued by this Con-
vention to be enforced; and
Whereas, This Convention wiU by all

means prevent the tax payers from being
overburdened by extra taxation; therefore,

be it

Resolved, That a committee of five (5)' be
appointed by the Chair to wait on General

Hancock, with the object of inviting him
to issue an order endorsing the various tax

ordinances adoi^ted by this Convention.

Lies over.

By Mr. R. I. Cromwell:

All persons born or naturalized in the

United States, and siibject to the jurisdic-

tion thereof, are citizens of this State, ex-

cei^ting those persons who shall have taken

an oatii to support and defend the govern-

ment and the Constitution of the so-caUed

Confederate States of America. Every male
inhabitant, being twenty-one years of age

and a citizen oi' the United States, and a
resident sixty days in the parish in which
he ofters to vote, and twelve months next

l^receding an election, shall be deemed an
elector. No person klisfranchised by this

article shall be allowed to vote until after

the first of January, 1878, all those persons

disqualified from voting or holding any
office by the third section of the fourteenth

article of the amendment to the Constitu-

tion of the United States. But the General
Assembly may, by a two thirds-vote of each
House, remove such disability.

Provided, That such disability shall not

be done until after January 1st, 1888.

Resolved, That this article shall be an
article in the Constitution of the State of

Louisiana. Lies over.

Mr. Belden moved to suspend the rules

to take up the order of the day.

Adopted.

unfinished business.

Mr. Underwood moved to adopt article

25 of the majority report, as article 28 of

the Constitution.
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Mr. Crane moved to take up from the
]

whole State shall be div-idecl by the number

table the motion to reconsider article 23.

Mr. Crawford called for the previous

question.

Mr. Packard raised the point of order

that the motion of Mr. Underwood had

precedence, and the motion of Mr. Crane

was not in order.

The Chair decided that the previous

question on Mr. Crane's motion to recon-

sider WHS in order.

The demand for the previous question was

seconded by a majority of the delegates.

And the motion to take up from the table

the motion to reconsider, was lost.

Mr. Isabelle moved to adoj)t article 25,

of the majority rej)ort, as article 28 of the

Constitution, reading as follows:

Akt. 28. The General Assembly shall

divide the State into senatorial districts

whenever it aj^portions representation in

the House of Representatives.

And it was adopted.

Mr. Underwood moved to adopt article

26, of the majority report, as article 29 of

the Constitution.

Mr. R. H. Isabelle moved to amend by

striking out the words "electoral vote," and

inserting the words "total population."

Adopted.

And the article, as amended, and reading

as follows:

AitT. 29. No parish shall be divided in

the formation of a senatorial district, the
parish of Orleans excepted; and whenever a

new parish be created, it shall be at-

tached to the senatorial district from which
most of its territory is taken, or to another
contiguous district, at the discretion of the

Legislature, but shall not be attached to

more than one district. The number of

Senators shall be thirty-six, and they shall

be apportioned among the senatorial dis-

tricts according to the total population

of said districts.

Was adopted.

Mr. Underwood moved to adopt article

27, of the majority report, as article 30 of

the Constitution.

Mr. Lynch moved to insert the words

"total pojiulation," instead of "electoral

vote," which was agreed to.

And the article, reading as follows:

Ai;r. 30. In all apportionments of the

Senate, the total population of the

thirty-six, and the result produced by this

division shall be the senatorial ratio entitl-

ing a senatorial district to a Senator.

Single or contiguous parishes .shall be'
formed into districts, having a population I

the nearest possible to the number entitling
j

a district to a Senator; and if the appor^
tionment to make a parish or district fall

'

short of or exceed the ratio, then a district

may be formed having not more than two
Senators, but not otherwise. No new ap-

portionment shall have the effect of abridg-

ing the term of service of any Senator
already elected at the time of making the
apportionment. After an enumeration has
been made as directed in the 21st article,

the Legislature shall not pass any law till

an apportionment'of representation in both
Houses of the Generid Assembly be made.

Was adopted.

Mr. Antoine moved to reconsider the vote

by which article 27 of the Constitution was

adopted.

Mr. Crane moved to lay the motion to re-

consider on the table.

Lost.

The motion to reconsider was adopted.

Mr. Hempstead moved to amend article

27 of the Constitution by striking out the

word "two," and inserting the word

"four."

The previous question was ordered. The
ayes and nays were called and the amend-

ment was adopted by the folio-wing vote

—

ayes 47, nays 34—as follows

:

Ayes: Antoine, Baker, Barret, Belden,
Blackburn, Bonuefoi, Brown, Cooley,

Crawford, Cromwell, Bearing, Demarest,
P. G. Deslonde, Douglass, U. Dupart, Es-
nard, Ferguson, Gair, Guichard, Harris,

Hempstead, Ingraham, Thos. Isabelle,

Kelso, Landers, Leroy, J. B. Lewis, R.
Lewis, Ludeling, Lynch, Meadows, Mc-
Leran, McMilleu, Myers, Newsham, OHver,
Poindexter, Reagan, Reese, Riard, Smith,
Thibaut, Tinchaut, Twitchell, Underwood,
Vandergriff, Waples—47 ayes.

Nays: Bertouneau, Blandin, Bonseigneur,
Burrel, Butler, Crane, Depasseau, G. Du-
part, Duplessis, Francois, Gair, Harper,

R. H. Isabelle, Jackson, Jones, Lange,
Marie, Martin, Morris, Moses, Murrel,

Mushaway, Packard, Pierce, Pinchback,
Pollard, Riggs, Rodriguez, Schwab, Scott,

Valfroit, Wickliffe, WiUiams, Wilson—34
nays.

Mr. Underwood moved to reconsider the

last vote.
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Mr. Oliver moTed to lay the motion to

reconsider on the table.

Adopted.

Mr. Bertonneau suggested a verbal cor-

rection in article 30 of the Constitution, by

substituting the figures 21 for 19, and the

change Wixs made by unanimous consent.

Mr. Hempstead moved to adopt article

28, of the majority rejjort, as article 31 of

the Constitution, reading as follows:

Akt. 31. At the first session of the Gen-
eral Assembly, after this Constitution goes

into effect, the Senators shall be di^-ided

equally, by lot, into two classes ; the seats of

the Senators of the first class to be vacated

at the expiration of the term of the first

House of Kepresentatives ; of the second
class at the exi^iration of the term of the

second House of Representatives; so that

one-half shall be chosen every two years

successively. "When a district shall have
elected two Senators, their respective terms
of ofiice shall be determined by lot.

Which was adopted.

Mr. Underwood moved to adopt article

29, of the majority report, as article 32 of

the Constitution, reading as follows:

Akt. 32. The first election for Senators
shall be held at the same time with the

election for Eejiresentatives ; and thereafter

there shall be elections of Senators at the
same time mth each general election of

Kepresentatives, to flU the places of those

Senators whose term of ofiice may have
expired.

And it was adojjfced.

Mr. Underwood moved to adopt article

30, of the majority report, as article 33 of

the Constitution, reading as follows:

Akt. 33. Not less than a majority of the
members of each House of the General xls-

sembly shall form a quorum to transact

business; but a smaller number may ad-
journ from day to day, and shaU be author-

ized to compel the attendance of absent
members.

Mr. Brown moved to amend by sub-

stituting the words "shall have fuU power

"

for "shall be authorized."

Amendment adopted.

The article, as^^amended, and reading as

follows

:

Akt. 33. Not less than a majority of the
members of each House of the General As-
sembly shall form a quorum to transact

business; but a smaller number may ad-

journ from day to day, and shaU have full

power to compel the attendance of absent
members.

Was adopted.

Mr. Meadows moved to adopt article 31,

of the majority report, as article 34 of the

Constitution, reading as follows:

Akt. 34. Each House of the General
Assembly shall judge of the qualification,

election and returns of its members ; but a
contested election shall be determined in

such manner as may be i)rescribed by law.

Which was adoj^ted.

Mr. Underwood moved to adopt article

32, of the majority report, as article 35 of the

Constitution, reading as follows:

Art. 35. Each House of the General As-
sembly may determine the rules of its pro-
ceedings, punish a member for disorderly

conduct, and, with a concurrence of two-
thirds, expel a member; but not a second
time for the same offense.

Which was adopted.

Mr. Crawford moved to adopt article 33,

of the majority report, as article 36 of the

Constitution, reading as follows:

Art. 36. Each House of the General As-
sembly shall keep and publish weekly a
journal of its own proceedings; and the yeas
and nays of the members on any question,

at the desire of any two of them, shall be
entered on the joiu-nal.

Which was adopted.

Mr. McMillen moved to adopt article 34,

of the majority report, as article 37 of the

Constitution, reading as follows:

Akt. 37. Each House may punish, by im-
prisonment, any person not a member, for

disrespect and disorderly behavior in its

presence, or for obstructing any of its pro-

ceedings; such imprisonment shall not ex-

ceed ten days for any one offense.

Which was adopted.

Mr. McMillen moved to adopt article 35,

of the majority report, as article 38 of the

Constitution, reading as follows

:

Art. 38. Neither House shaU adjourn for

more than three days, nor to any other
place than that in which it may be sitting,

during the sessions of the General Assem-
bly, without the consent of the other.

"WTiich was adopted.

Mr. Bertonneau moved to adopt article

36, of the majority report, as article 39 of

the Constitution.

Mr. Cooley moved to amend by substi-

tixtintr "$4" for "^8."
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Mr. Underwood moved to lay the amend-
ment on the table.

Adopted.

Mr. Crawford moved to amend by substi-

tuting "$t)"' for "$S."

Mr. Oliver moved to lay the amendment
on the table. Adopted.

The question recurred on the motion to

adopt article 3G, reading a.s follows

:

Akt. 39. The members of the General
Assembly shall receive from the public
treasury a compensation for their services,

which shall be eight dollars per day during
their attendance, going to and returning
from the sessions of their respective Houses.
This compensation may be increased or
diminished by law, but no alteration shall
take eft'ect during the period of service of
the members of the General Assembly
by -which such alteration shall have been
made. No session shall extend beyond the
l^eriod of sixty days, to date from its com-
mencement. And any legislative action
had after the exjiiratiou of said period of
sixty days shall be null and void; but this

last provision shall not apjjly to the first

session of the General Assembly that shaU
convene after the adojjtion of this Constitu-
tion.

And it -was adopted.

Mr. Hempstead moved to adopt article

37, of the majority rej^ort, as article 40 of

the Constitution, reading as follows:

Akt. 40. The members of the General
Assembly, in all cases except treason, fel-

ony and breach of the peace, shall be pri-

vileged from arrest during their attend-
ance at the sessions of their respective
Houses, and going to oi3returning from the
same ; and for any speech or djbate in
either House shall not be questioned in any
other lilace.

And it was adopted.

On motion of Mr. Hempstead article 38,

reading as follows, was adopted:

Akt. 41. No Senator or Representative,
during the term for which he was elected,
nor for one year thereafter, shall be ap-
pointed to any civil office of profit under
this State, which shaU have been created or
the emoluments of -which may have been
increased during the time such Senator or
Representative was in office, except to such
offices as may be filled by an election by
the peojile.

Mr. McMilleu moved to adopt article 40,

of the majority report, as article 42 of the

Constitution, reading as follows:

Akt. 42. No bill shall have the force of a
law, until, on three several days, it be read
over in each HoTise of the General Assembly,
and free discu.ssiun allowed thereon ; unless
in case of lu'gency, four-fifths of the House,
where the bill is pending, may deem it ex-
pedient to disiJeuse with this rule.

Mr. Cooley moved to amend by substi-

tuting article 39 of maj ority report.

Mr. "Waples moved to indefinitely post-

pone the substitute of Mr, Cooley.

Adopted.

The question recurring upon the adop-

tion of article 40, majority report, as article

42 of the Constitution, it was adopted.

Ai-ticle 41, majority report, reading as

follows

:

Akt. 43. All hills for raising revenue
shall originate in the House of Rei5resen-
tatives ; but the Senate may propose amend-
ments as in other bills ; Provided, It shall
not introduce any new matter under the
color of an amendment, -which does not re-
late to raising revenue.

Was, on motion of Mr. Hempstead,
adopted as article 43 of the Constitution.

Ai'ticle 42, of the majority rejjort, read-

ing as follows:

Art. 44. The General Assembly shall

regulate by wiiom and in what manner
]

-writs of election shall be issued to fill tho
vacancies which may occur in either branch
thereof.

Was, on motion of Mr. Hempstead,
adopted as article 44 of the Constitution.

Article 43, of the majority report, read-

ing as follow^s

:

Art. 45. The Senate shall vote on the
confirmation or rejection of the officers to
be appointed liy the Governor -with the
advice and consent of the Senate, by yeas
and nays; and the names of the Senators
voting for and against the appointments, re-

spectively, shall be entered on the journals

'

to be kept for the piirpose, and made pubUo
j

on or before the end of each session.

Was, on motion of Mr. Blandin, adopted

as article 45 of the Constitution.

Article 44, of the majority report, read-

ing as follows:

Ajit. 46. Returns of all elections for

members of the General Assembly shall be
made to the Secretary of State.

Was, on motion of Mr. Blandin, adopted

as article 46 of the Constitution.

Article 45 of the majority report, read-
ing as follows :

^
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Aet. 47. In the year in vvhicli a regular

election for a Senator of the United States

is to take place, the members of the General
Assembly shall meet in the liall of the

House of Eepresentatives on the second
Monday following the meeting of the Legis-

lature, and i^roceed to said election.

Was, on motion of Mr. Oliver, adopted as

article 47 of the Constitution.

Mr. McMillen moved to reconsider the

rule taking up the articles of the rejaorts

seriatim, and to take up title III as a

•whole.

Mr. Oliver ^moved to lay the motion on

the table.

Adojjted.

Mr. Hempstead moved to adopt article 46,

majority report, as article 48 of the Consti-

tution, reading as follows:

Akt. 48. The supreme executive power
of the State shall be vested in a Chief Ma-
gistrate, who shall be styled the Governor
of the State of Louisiiina. He shall hold
his office during the term of four years, and,
together with the Lieutenant Governor,
chosen for the same term, be elected as fol-

lows : The quaUfied electors for Representa-
tives shall vote for Governor and Lieutenant
Governor at the time and place of voting
for KeiDresontatives ; the returns of every
election shall be sealed up and transmitted
by the proj^er returning officer to the
Secretary of State, who shaU deliver them
to the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives on the second day of the session of the
General Assembly then to be holden. The
members of the General Assembly shall

meet in the House of Representa,tives to
examine and count the votes. The person
having the greatest number of votes for
Governor shall be declared duly elected;

but in case of a tie vote between two or
more candidates, one of them shall imme-
diately be chosen Governor by joint vote of
the members of the General Assembly.
The person having the greatest number
of votes poUed for Lieutenant Gov-
ernor shall be Lieutenant Governor ; but
in case of a tie vote between two or more
candidates, one of them shall be imme-
diately chosen Lieutenant Governor by
joint vote of the members of the General
Assembly.

Mr. Crane moved to amend by striking

out "four" and inserting "two" in the sixth

Hne.

Mr. McMillen was called to the chair.

The ayes and nays were called as follows—

•

ayes 36, nays 42

:

Ayes : Baker, Barret, Belden, Berton-
neau, Blackburn, Brown, Cromwell, Crane,
Demarest, Donato, Fidler, Gair, Harris,
Hemptead, Lewis J. B., Lewis R., Marie,
McLeran, Newsham, Oliver, Poindexter,
Reagan, Reese, Riard, Kiggs, Snider, Tin-
chant, Twitchell, Underwood, Vandergrifi",

Vidal, Waples—32 ayes.

Nays: Antoine, Blandin, Bonseigneur,
Bonnefoi, Barrel, Butler, Crawford, Cooley,
Depasseau, P. G. Deslonde, G. Duparte,
U. Dupart, Duplessis, Esnard, Francois,
Gardiner, Harper, Ingraham, R. H. Isa-

belle, Thos. Isabelle, Jones, Lange, Leroy,
Lndeling, Lynch, Martin, Meadows, Mc-
MiUen, Morris, Moses, Miirrel, Musha-
way, Packard, Pierce, Pinchback, Pollard,
Rodriguez, Smith, Scott, Valfroit, Wick-
Hfie, Williams, Wilson—43.

And the amendment was lost.

The question recurred upon the adoption

of article 46 as article 48 of the Constitu-

tion, and it was adopted.

Mr. Cooley moved to appoint a special

committee of five, to examine and report

upon certain matters in reference to the

official printing.

The Chair decided the motion to be not

in order under the rules.

Mr. Cooley moved to suspend the rules,

to allow the motion to be considered.

Lost.

Mr. Hempstead moved to adopt article

59, of the minority report, as article 49 of

the Constitution,

Mr. Bonseigneur moved to lay the motion

on the table, which w"as lost.

, Mr. Bonseigneur moved to substitute

article 47, majority report, for article 59,

minority report.

Mr. Underwood moved to lay the substi-

tute on the table.

Adoi^ted.

Mr. Waples moved to strike out "25"

and insert "30."

Mr. Pinchback moved to lay the amend-

ment on the table.

AdojDted.

Mr. Cooley moved to amend by striking

out "25" and inserting "21."

Adopted.

Mr. Pinchback moved to adopt article 59

as amended.

Mr. Barret moved to amend by striking

out "is not a citizen of the United States,"
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and inserting "has not been a citizen of

tlie United States for live years,"

Laid on the table.

Mr. Tinoliant moved to reconsider the

vote adoi^tiug Mr. Cooley's amendment.

Adopted.

Mr. Wai>les moved to amend by striking

out "25" and inserting "85."

Which was laid on the table.

The question recurring on the amend-

ment of Mr. Cooley.

Mr. Isabelle moved to amend by striking

out "21" and inserting "28."

Mr. Cooley raised the point of order that

the amendment having the effect of a sub-

stitute, was not in order.

The Chair ruled the [amendment of Mr.

Isabelle in order.

Mr. Pinchback moved to lay the amend-

ment on the table.

Adopted.

Mr. Ludeling moved to amend Mr.

Cooley's amendment by substituting to

strike out all after the word "election."

The amendment was accepted.

The previous question was called for and

seconded by a majority of the Convention.

The ayes and nays were ordered.

And the amendment was adopted—ayes

69, nays 11—as follows:

Yeas: Antoine, Barret, Belden, Berton-
neau, Blandin, Bonseignenr, Burrel, Cooley,
Crane, Crawford, Cromwell, P. G. Desloude,
Douglass. Dui^art, Francois, Fuller, Fergu-
son, Gair, Gardiner, Guichard, Harper,
Harris, Hempstead, Hie.stiind, lugriiham,
Jackson, Jones, Ivolso, Landers, Lange,
Leroy, Lewis, Ludeling, Lynch, Marie,
Martin, Massicot, MeLeran, McMiUen,
Morris, jMoses, Murrel, Mushaway, Myers,
Newsham, Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Pinch-
back, Poiudexter, Pollard, Reagan, Reese,
Riard, Riggs, Rodrigiiez, Smith, Snaer,
Scott, Snider, Steele, Thibaut, Tinchant,
Twitchell, Underwood, Vandergriff, Vidal,

"Wilhams, Wilson—69 ayes.

Nays : Baker, Blackburn, Brown, Butler,

Donato, Duparte G., Duplessis, Isabelle

K. H., IsabeUeThos., TvvitcheU, Waples-11.

The question recurring upon the adop-

tion of the article as amended, and reading

as follows:

Abt. 49. No person shall be eligible to

the office of Governor or Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, who is not a citizen of the United

States, and a resident of this State two years
next preceding his election.

It was adopted.

The Convention adjourned till to-morrow
at 11 A. M.

A true copy:

WM. TIGERS, Secretary,

THIRTY-FIFTH DAY.
New OitLEANS, Friday, Jan. 10, 1868.

The Convention met i^ursuant to adjourn-

ment.

The President called the Convention to

order at 11 a. m.

The roU was called and the following

membei's answered to their names :

J. G. Taliaferro, President; Messrs. An-
toine, Baker, Barret, Belden, Bertonneau
Biundin, Bonseigneur, Bonnefoi, Brown,
Bui-rel, Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Crom-
well, Dearing, Demarest, Depasseau,
Donato, Douglass, G. Duparte, Dui^lessis,

Esnard, Francois, Fuller, Ferguson, Gair,
Gould, Guichard, Harper, Harris, Hemj)-
stead, Hiestand, Ingraham, R. H. Isabelle,

T. Isabelle, Jones, Kelso, Landers,
Lange, Leroy, R. Lewis, Ludeling, Lynch,
Marie, Meadows, McLeran, Morris, Mose.s,

Mushaway, Myers, Oliver, Pitckard, Pierce,
Pinchback, Pollard, Reagan, Reese, Riard,
Riggs, Rodriguez, Schwab, Smith, Snaer,
Snider, Thibaut, Twitcliell, Underwood,
Vandergriff, Vidal, Wattles, WickHfte,
Williams, Wilson.

The minutes were read.

Mr. Wajjles desired to have his second

motion to amend stated correct!}', as "35"

instead of "30."

The minutes, as amended, were adopted.

OEIGIN.\Ii RESOLUTIONS.

By Mr. Underwood:
Resolved, That, for the purpose of pro-

jserly enrolling the proceedings of this

Convention, the Committee on Enrollment
is hereby authoi'ized to employ such clerks

as they may need for that j)iU'pose.

Lies over.

On motion of Mr. Crawford, the rules

were sus^^ended to take up the unfinished

business of the jireceding day.

Mr. Underwood moved to adopt article

48, of the majority report, as article 50 of

the Constitution.

The article, reading as follows:

Art. 50. The Governor shall be ineligible

for the succeeding four years after the ex-
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piration of the time for wliicli he shall have
been elected.

Was adopted.

By Mr. Blandiu:

Article 49, majority report, reading as

follows

:

Art. 51. The Governor shaU enter on the

discharge of liis duties on the second Mon-
day in January next ensuing his election,

and shall continue in office until the Mon-
day next succeeding the day that his suc-

cessor shall be declared duly elected, and
shall have taken the oath or affirmation re-

quired by the Constitution.

Which was adopted.

By Mr. Blandin:

Article 50, majority report, reading as

follows:

Akt. 52. No member of Congrass, or any
person holding office laider the United
States Government, shall be eligible to the
office of Governor or Lieutenant Governor.

Which was adopted.

By Mr. Hempstead

:

Article 51, majority report, reading as

follows

:

Art. 53. In case of impeachment of the
Governor, his removal from office, death,

refusal or inability to qualify, or to dis-

charge the powers and duties of his office,

resignation or absence from the State, the
powers and duties of the office shall devolve
upon the Lieutenant Governor for the re-

sidue of the term, or until the Governor,
absent or impeached, shall return or be ac-

quitted, or the disability be removed. The
General Assembly may provide by law for

the case of removal, imijeachment, death,
resignation, disability or refusal to qualify,

of both the Governor and the Lieutenant
Governor, declaring what officer shall act
as Governor ; and such officer shall act ac-

cordingly, untn the disability be removed,
or for the remainder of the term.

Which was adopted.

By Mr. Poindexter:

Article 52, majority report, reading as

follows:

Akt. 54. Tlie Lieutenant Governor or
officer discharging the duties of Governor,
shall, during his administration, receive
the same compensation to which the Gov-
ernor would have been entitled had he con-
tinued in office.

Wliich was adopted.

By Mr. Underwood

:

Article 53, majority report, reading as

follows:

11

Art. 55. The Lieutenant Governor shall,

by virtue of his office, be President of the
Senate, but shall only vote when the Senate
is equally di^^ded. Whenever he shall ad-

minister the GovfU'nment, or shall be unable
to attend as President of the Senate, the
Senators shall elect one of their own mem-
bers as President of the Senate for the time
being.
Which was adopted.

By Hr. Hempstead

:

Article 54, majority' report.

Mr. Underwood moved to amend by
striking out "eight" and inserting "six."

Mr. Heampstead moved to amend by
striking out "eight" and inserting "ten."

Mr. Waples raised the point of order

that the last amendment, being a sulsstitute

to an amendment, was not in order.

The Chair decided that the amendments

should be considered in the order they

were proposed.

Mr. Lxideling asked for a division of

the question on the proposition to strike

out and the proposition to insert.

Mr. Bonseigneur moved to amend by
striking out "eight" and inserting "live."

Mr. McMillen moved to amend by siib-

stituting as follows: "To be fixed by law,

but j«:)rovided it shall not exceed."

The question was stated liy the Chair to

be upon the amendment of Mr. Underwood.

Which was lost.

The question recurring upon the amend-

ment of Mr. Hempstead.

It was lost.

The question recurring upon the amend-

ment of Mr. Bonseigneur.

It was lost.

Mr. Barret moved to amend by inserting

the words "not to be less than eight thou-

sand," which was laid on the table.

Mr. Cooley moved to amend the amend*

ment of Mr. McMillen by substitutinj

" not less than s^GOOO, nor more than $8000,'

Mr. Wickliffe moved to lay the amen(J

ments on the table.

Adopted.

The question recurring upon the motioiC

to adopt article 54, majority report, reading:

as follows

:

I

Art. 56. The Governor shall receive 9
salary of eight thousand dollars per annfttaj

payable quartaly, on his own warrant.
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It was adopted.

Mr. Hiestaud moved to adojit article 65,

minoi'ity report.

Laid on the t;iLle.

By Mr. Hempstead:

Article 55, majority report, reading as

follows:

Akt. 57. While acting as President of the

Senate, the Lieutenant Governor shall re-

ceive for his servit-es the same compensa-
tion which shall, for the same period, be

allowed to the Speaker of tlie House of

BepresentativcK, and no more.

Which was adopted.

By Mr. Hempstead :

Ai'ticle 56, majority report.

Mr. Lynch was called to the chair.

Mr. Smith moved to amend by inserting

the words "treason exceiDted," in the third

line, and by striking out all after the word

'•cou^iction," in the seventh line.

Mr. Cooler moved to amend by adding

the words "incases when the punishment

is not imprisonment at hard labor, the

party upon being reprieved by the Gov-

ernor, shall be released if in actual custody,

until final action by the Senate."

Adopted.

Mr. Jones moved to lay the amendment

of Mr. Smith on the table.

Adojited.

The ouestion recurring on the motion to

adopt article 56, as amended, the article,

reading as follows:

Art. 58. The Governor shall have power
to grant reprieves for all offenses against

the State, and, except in cases of impeach-
ment, shall, v.-ith the consent of the Senate,

have power to grant pnrdons, I'emit lines

and forfeitures, after conviction. In cases

•when the punishment is not imprisonment
at hard labor, the party, upon being re-

prieved by the Governor, shall be released

if in actual custody, until final action by
the Senate.

Was adopted.

By Mr. Hempstead, article 57 majority

report, reading as follows:

Art. 59. He shall be commander-in-chief
of the militia of this State, except when
they shall be called into the service of the

United States.

Which was adopted.

Mr, Tiachant moved to amend article 73,

aoinority report, by adding "and for that

purpose he shall organize and equally

apportion among the several parishes a

Stato police, composed of not less than,

one thousand (1000) mounted men," and to

adopt it as amended.

Mr. Hempstead moved to amend by sub-

stituting article 58, majority report.

Mr. Tinchant withdrew his motion.

Article 58, reading as follows:

Art. 60. He shall nominat-e, and, by and
with the consent of the Senat<i, appoint aU
officers whose offices arc cstiibhshed by the
Constitution, and whose appointments are

not herein otherwise provided for; Provided,
however, that the Generid Assembly shall

have a right to proscribe the mode of ap-

pointment to all other offices established by
law.

Was adopt-cd.

By Mr. Barret:

Article 59, majority report, reading aa

follows

:

Akt. 61. The Governor shall have power
to fill vacancies that may happen during
the recess of the Senate, by granting com-
missions, which ^hall expire at the end of

the next session thereof, unless otherwise
provided for in this Constitution; but no
person who has been nominated for office

and rejected by the Senate, shaU be ap-

l^ointed to the same office, during the recess

of the Senate.

Which was adopted.

By Mr. Blandin

:

Ai-ticle 60, nuijority report, reading aa

follows

:

Art. 62. He may require information, in

wTiting, from the officers in the Executive
DejjMrtment upon any subject relating to

the duties of their respective offices.

Which was adopted.

By Mr. Hempstead:

Article 61, majority rejiort, reading as

follows

:

Akt. 63. He shall, from time to time,

give the General Assembly information re-

specting the situation of the State, and
recommend to their consideration such
measures as he may deem expedient.

Which was adopt<3d.

By Mr. Hempstead:

Article 62, majority report.

Mr. Reese moved to amend by substitut-

ing article 72, minority report.

Mr. Pinchback moved to lay the amend-

ment on the tiible.

I
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Adopted.

Article 62, reading as foUows

:

Aet. 64. He may, on extraordinary occa-

sions, convene the General Assembly at the

J5eat of government, or at a different place

if that should have become dangerous from
an enemy or from ejDidemic; and in case of

disagreement between the two Houses as to

the time of adjournment, he may adjourn

them to such time as he may think i)roper,

not exceeding four months.

Was adojited.

By Mr. Hempstead:

Article 63, majority report.

Mr. Tinchant moved to amend by adding

••and for that purpose he shall organize and

equally apportion among the several par-

ishes a State police, composed of not less

than one thousand (1000) mounted men."

Mr. Lewis moved to lay the amendment

on the table.

Adopted.

Article 63, reading as follows:

Aet. 65. He shall take care that the laws

be faithfully executed.

Was adopted.

By Mr. Hempstead, article 64, majority

report.

Mr. R. H. IsabeUe moved to amend by
striking out the word "majority," and in-

serting the words "three-fifths" in the line.

Mr. G. M. Wicldifife moved to amend by
substituting for articles 64 and 65, majority

rei^ort, the following:

Aet. — . All laws passed by a two-thirds
majority of both Houses of the Legislatiu-e,

shall be valid. The concurrence of the
Governor .shall not be required to give
validity to any law or concurrent resolution
passed by the Legislature. But he is here-
by authorized and required to sign all

laws and concun'ent resolutions of the
Legislature, and promulgate the same, im-
der penalty of impeachment.

Mr. Bertonneau moved to lay the amend-
ment of Mr. WickUffe on the table.

Adopted.

Mr. Bertonueau moved to lay the amend-
jtnent of Mr. Isabelle on the table.

Adopted.

Mr. Cooley moved to amend by striking

out the word "majority" and inserting the

words "two-thirds."

Adopted.

Ayes 33, nays 29, as follows:

Ayes: Antoine, Barret, Bonnefoi, Brown,
Butler, Cooley, Crane, Depasseau, Doug-
lass, G. Duparte, Fuller, Hiestand, E. H.
IsabeUe, T. Isabelle, Jones, Kelso, Richard
Le^vis, LudeUng, Lynch, Massicot, Mea-
dows, McLeran, Myers Piuchback, Pol-
lard, Riard, Riggs, Rodriguez, Snider,

T^itcheU, Yandergriff, WilHams, Wilson—

;

33 ayes.

Nays: Belden, Bertonneau, Blandin,
Bonseigueur, Crawford, Cromwell, U. Du-
part, Duplessis, Esnard, Francois, Gair,

Har^jer, Ingraham, Jackson, Lange, Leroy,
Marie, Morris, Moses, Murrel, Mushaway,
Poindexter, Reagan, Smith, Snaer, Tin-
chant, Valfroit, Waples, WickUfie—29 nays.

Mr. Hai^Der asked to have the following

reasons for his vote spread on the minutes:

I vote "No," because I am a friend of
liberty, and opposed to this remnant of
monarchial government which was retained

in the Constitution of the United States,

and I wish to abolish this remnant of kingly
power in the Constitution of this State.

Mr. Smith moved to adjourn.

Lost.

The question recurring on article 64, aS

amended, and reading as follows:

Akt. 66. Every bill which shall have
passed both Houses shall be presented to
the Governor ; if he ap^Drove, he shall sign.

it, if he do not, he shall return it with his

objections to the House in which it origi-

nated, which shall enter the objections afc

large upon its journal, and j^roceed to re-

consider it ; if, after such reconsideration,

two-thirds of all the members present
in that House shall agree to pass tha
bill, it shall be sent with the objec-

tions to the other House, by which
it shall be likewise reconsidered, and if

approved by two thirds cf the members
present iu that House, it shall be a law; but
in siich cases the vote of both Houses shall

be determined by yeas and nays, and the
names of members voting for or against tho
bill shall 1)6 entered on the journal of each.

House respectively. If any bill shall not bo
returned by the Governor vvithin five days
after it shall have been presented to him, it

shall be a law in Hke manner as if he had
signed it; unless the General Assembly, by
adjoiu'nment, prevent its return, in which
case the said bill shaU be returned on the

first day of the meeting of the General As-
sembly after the expiration of said five days,

or be a law.

It flras adopted.

Mr. Waples asked that hLs vote in the

negative be recorded on the minutes, wiuch,

was agreed to.



148 JOUENAL OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL CON^^NTION.

On motion of Mr. Pincliback, a recess

Tras taken until 7 r. ai.

Friday, January 10, 7 p. m.

At tlie expiratiou of the recess, the Con-

tention reassembled, and wiis called to or-

der by the President.

The roll was called and the following

anembers answered to their names:

J, G. Taliaferro, President ; Messrs. An-
toine, Baker, Barret, Belden, Blandiu, Bon-
nefoi, Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Cromwell,
Demarest, G. Duparte. U. Dupart, Esnard,
Francois, Gair, Harper, Harris, Ingraham,
U. H. Isabelle. Thos. Isabelle, Jones, Kelso,
Xiange, Leroy, Pi. Lewis,LudeIiug,Meadows,
Moses, Murrel, Mu.shfiAvay, Piuchback, Pol-
lard, Reagan. Eir^(2-s, Kodriguez. Scott,

Tw-itcheU, Valfroit. " Yandergriff, Wickhffe,
"Williants, Wib^on

—

LI ayes.

There being no quorum the Sergeant-at-

JLrms was dispatched to summon absent

jnembers.

The roll Avas again called at 7fJ ?• ^i-
^

<$,ud a quoi*um found to be present.

Mr. Snider introduced the folloAving re-

golution

:

"Whekeas, The provisional State govern-
ment of Louisiana is an impediment to re-

construction ; therefore, be it

Resolved, By the Constitutional Conven-
tion of this State, that Congress be and
"hereby is respectfully requested to empower
this Convention to estabhsh temporary
civil government for this State in harmony
"with the law of Congress and for the .speedy

success of the wi>rk of practiciJ reconstruc-
tion.

Mr. Lewis mo red to suspend the rules to

put it on its i)as.-.:tge.

Adopted.

Mr. Prnchbaek moved to lay on the table.

Adopted.

Mr. "Waples moved to adoj^t the majority

xeport, except the title "Education," and
that the title " Education," of the minority

report, be adopted.

Mr. Blandin moved to lay the motion on
the table.

Adopted.

By Mr. Blandin, article 65, [majority re-

port, reading a,s follows:

AlBT. 67. Eveiy order, resolution or
vote, to which the concun-euce of both
Houses may be necessaiy, except on a ques-
tion of adjotu-ument, shall be presented to
the Governor, and before it shall take

effect, be approved by him, or, being dis-

ajjproved, shall be repassed by two thirds
of the members present.

Which was adopted.

Mr. Bel}en gave notice that he will move
the reconsideration of the amendments in-

serting " two thirds " in ai'ticle 66.

By Mr. Blandin:

Article 66, majority report, reading as

; follows

:

Art. 68. There .shaU be a Secretary of

j
State, who shall hold his office during*^ the

I

term for which the Governor shall have
been elected. The records of the State

1 shall be kejit and preserved in the office of

I

the Secretary ; he shall keep a fair register

I

of the official acts and proceedings of the
Governor, and when necessary shall attest

them ; he shall, when required, lay the said
register, and all jjapers, minutes and vouch-
ers, relative to his office, before either
House of the General Assembly, and shaU,

perform such other duties as may be en-
joined on him by law.

Which was adopted.

By. Mr. Blandin:

Article 67, majority report, reading as

follows

:

Art. 69. There shall be a Treasurer of

the State and an Auditor of Public Accounts,
who shall hold their respective offices du-
ring the term of four years. At the first

I

election under this Constitution, the Treas-
1 urer shall be elected for two years.

Which was adopted.

By Mr. Ingraham :

Article 78, minority report reading as

j

follows

:

1 Art. 70. The Secretary of State, Treasn-

t
rer and Auditor of Public Accounts shall

be elected by the qualified electors of tlws

State ; and in case of any vacancy caused
by the resignation, death or absence of the
Secretary, Treasurer or Auditor, the Gov-
ernor shall order an election to fill said

vacancies ; Provided, The unexiiired term
to be filled be more than twelve months ;

when otherwise, the Governor shall appoint
a person to perform the duties of the office

thus vacant until the ensuing general elec-

tion.

Which was adopted.

By Mr. Belden:

Article 69, majority report, reading as

follows

:

Art. 71. The Treasm-er and the Auditor
shall receive a salary of five thousand dol-

lars per annum each. The Secretary of
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State shall receive a salary of three thou-

sand dollars per annum.

Which was adopted.

By Mr. Brown

:

Ai-ticle 70, majority report, reading as

follows

:

Aet. 72. All commissions shall be in the

name and by the authority of the State of

Louisiana, and shall be sealed with the

State seal, signed by the Governor and
countersigned by the Secretary of State.

Which was adojoted.

The Convention adjoui-ned tiU to-mor-

row, at 11 A. M.

A true copy.
WM. VIGEES, Secretaiy.

THIETY-SIXTH DAY.

New Orleans, Satru-day, Jan. 11, 1868.

The Convention met pursuant to ad-

journment.

The President called the Convention to

order at 11 A. m.

The roll was called and the following

members answered to their names:

J. G. TaUaferro, President ; Messrs. An-
toine, Baker, Barret, Belden, Bertonneau,
Blackburn, Blandin, Bonseigneiu-, Bonne-
foi, Brown, Biu-rel, Butler, Crane, Cravv^-

ford, Cuney, Bearing, Demarest, Depasseau,
Donato, Douglass, Duparte G. , Dupart U.

,

Duplessis, Esnard, Francois, Ferguson, Gair,

Gardiner, Guichard, Harper, Harris, Hemr>
stead, Isabelle R. H., Jackson, Jones, Kelso,

Landers, Lange, Leroy, Lewis J. B.,

Lewis B., Lynch, Marie, Martin, Mesidows,
McLeran, Morris, Moses, Miu-rel, Musha-
way, Newsham, Oliver, Packard, Pierce,

Poindexter, Pollai'd, Reagan, Reese, Riard,

Eiggs, Roberts, Rodriguez, Schwab, Smith,
Snaer, Scott, Snider, Thibaut, TwitcheU,
Underwood, Valfroit, Yandergriff, Vidal,

Wickliffe, Williams, Wilson—77 members
present.

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Jos. Fisk.

The minutes were read and adopted.

ORIGINAIi RESOLrTTONS.

By Mr. Marie

:

Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the

General Assembly, at its Hi-st session after

the adoption of this Constitution, to pass

a law making it the duty of all parish re-

corders of the State to record all t le births,

marriages and deaths, in books kept for

that i^urpose.

The declaration of births shall contain

the sex of the child born, the day, hour,

place of birtli and names, and residence of
the father and mother.
The record of doatlLS t-:h:iU contain the

name, age and residence ot the deceased,
and also the place of her fir his birth.

The record of marriages shall also con-
tain the names, ages and residences of the
parties and of the witnesocs to said mar-
riages.

The same law shall provide for the pun-'

ishment of offenses against its provisions.

Lies over.

KEPOETS OF STANDING COHMITTEES.

Committee on Printing—No report.

Committee on Contingent Expenses—No
rej^ort.

Committee on Enrollment—Progress.

rNFINISHED BUSINESS.

Ai-ticle 71, majority report, reading aS

follows

:

TITLE rv—JTJDICIAKY DEPARTMENT.

Akt. 71. The judicial power shall h&
vested in a Supreme Court, in districfc

courts, in parish courts and in Justices of
the Peace.

Being under consideration, Mr. Crane

moved to amend by striking out "Justices

of the Peace," in the 4rth hne, and insert-

ing "in such other courts, inferior thereto,

as the General Assembly shall ordain and
establish.

"

Pending its consideration, the hour set

for the special order of the day having ar-

rived, it being the report of the Committee

on Contingent Expenses, Mr. Lynch offered

the following resolution :

Besohed, That the report of the Commit-
tee on Contingent Expenses be referred to

a special committee, consisting of Messrs.
Waples, Cooley and Bertonneau, with power
to send for persons and papei's and to re-

port to this Convention as soon as practica-

ble.

Wliich was adoj^ted.

Mr. Cooley declined to sei-^-e on the com-

mittee, and on motion of Mr. LrideHng, Mr;

Lynch was appointed in his place.

Messrs. Bonseigneur and Blackburn,

were added to the committee.

The consideration of the unfinished busi-

ness was resumed, the qiiestion being upou

the adoption of tlie amendment of Mr.

Crane, which Avas lost.

Mr. Wickliffe moved to amend by sub-

stituting:
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Art. 73. The Judiciary power of tliis

State shall ])e vested in a Supreme bench,

district courts, and Justices of the Peace,

and for the parish of Orleans there shall

also be one Criminal Court, one Probate
Coiu't and two Recorders' Courts.

Mr. Waples moved to lay on the table

the substitute.

Adopted.

Mr. Waples was called to the chair.

Ai'ticle 71, majority rei^ort, reading as

follows

:

TITLE IV—JUDICI.VRY DEPARTMENT.

Akt. 73. The judicial power shall be
Tested in a Supreme Court, in district

coiu-ts, in parish courts and in Justices of

the Peace.

Was adopted.

By Mr. Cooley

:

Article 72, majority report, reading as

ioUows :

Akt. 72. The Supreme Court, except in

ca.ses hereinafter provided, shall have ap-

pellate jiuisdiction only; which jurisdiction

shall extend to all cases when the matter in

dispute shall exceed five hundred dollars

;

and to all cases in which the constitution-

ality or legality of any tax, toll, or impost
of any kind or nature whatsoever, shall be
in contestation, whatevermay be the amount
thereof ; and likewise to all fines, forfeitures,

and penalties, imposed by mimiciiial cor-

porations, and iu such cases the appeal
shall be direct from the court in which
the case originated to the Supreme Court

;

and in criminal cases, on questions of law
only, whenever the punishment of death, or

imprisonment at hard labor has been in-

flicted, or when a fine exceeding five hun-
dred dollars is actually imposed.

Mr. Crane moved to amend by striking

oxit "five" and inserting "two."

Lost.

Mr. Bertonneau moved to amend by

striking out the words "death or."

Mr, Pinchback moved to lay the aniend-

anent on the table.

Adopted.

Mr. Smith moved to amend by striking-

Out "five" and inserting "three."

Mr. Smith's amendment was adopted.

Mr. McMillen was called to the chair.

Mr. Wickhfie moved to amend by substi-

tuting:

The Supreme Court shall have appellate

jurisdiction, and in questions of law only.

JuU both ciA-il and criminal cases, it shall

have no power to reverse or affirm the judg-
ment of inferior courts.

In ci^il cases the Supreme Coiu't shall

have appellate jurisdiction on questions of

law, where the amount involved is one
thousand dollars and upwards ; and, in

criminal cases, where the offense committed
is i^unishable with death or imprisonment
at hard labor. But the decisions of the
Supreme Court on questions of law, shall

govern all inferior courts.

On motion of Mr. Jones the Convention

adjourned till Monday at 11 a. m.

A true copy :

WM. VIGERS, Secretary.

THIRTY-SEVENTH DAY.
New Orleans, Monday, Jan. 13, 1868.

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn-

ment and was called to order by the Pres-

ident at 10 o'clock A. M.

The roll was called and the following

members answered to theu' names:

J. G. Taliaferro, President ; Messrs. An-
toine, Baker, Belden, Bertonneau, Black-
burn, Blandin, Bonseigneiu-, Bonnefoi,
Brown, Burrel, Butler, Crane, Cromwell,
Cuney, Dealing Jr., Demarest, Depasseau,
P. G. Deslonde, Donato Jr., G. Duparte,

U. Dupart, Duplessis, Edward, Esnard,
Francois, Ferguson, Gair, Gardiner, Har-
per, Harris, Hempstead, Hiestand, Ingra-

ham, R. H. Isabelle, Thos. Isabelle, Jack-
son, Jones, Kelso, Landers, Lange, Leroy,

J. B. Lewis, R. Lewis, Lynch, Marie,

Massicot, Meadows, McLeran, McMillen,
Morris, Moses, Murrel, Mushaway, Myers,
Newsham, OUver, Packard, Pierce, Poin-
dexter, PoUard, Reagan, Reese, Riard,

Rig'gs, Roberts, Rodriguez, Smith, Snaer,

Scott, Snider, Steele, Thibaut, T-«itcheU,

Underwood, Valfroit. Vandergriflf, Vidal,

Waples, Wickhfi'e, WiUiams, Wilson—82
members present.

The minutes were read and adopted.

ORIGINAL RESOLUTIONS.

By Mr. Blackburn:

Whereas, The paramount poHtical ob-

ject which every patriot of our land should

have in view, is the restoration or recon-

struction of our Government upon a truly

loyal and national basis; upon a basis which
vnH. secure liberty and equaHty before the

law to aU men, regardless of race, color or

previous condition; and
Whereas, There is not, and has not been

since the year 1861, any civil government
in this State, which does not tend to

Strengthen and justify secession and rebel-

lion, and weaken and discourage the friends
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of constitutional liborty and national great- slioukl any person or planter, nncler color

ness; therefore, be it : of any lav,-, statute, regulation or ordinance,

Resolved, By the Constitiitional Conven
tion' of the State of Louisiana, That the

pre,sent move in the Congress of the United

States, having in view the adoption and

eject or cause to be ejected from any j^lanta-

tion, house or the lands such person as was
on at the time when registered, shall be
deemed a misdemeanor, and on the testi-

perfection of some plan or measure by ' mony of two witnesses, shall be convicted,

which the civil government of our State I and on conviction be iDuuished by a fine

shall at once be placed in the hands of those
i
not more than $500, nor less than six

•who ai-e stri^-ing against great odds for a
|

months in jDrison at hard labor, or both,

national restoration iTi^on a basis in accord- ' This ordinance to remain in full force until

ance -with the express will of Congress, is ' after the vote shall have been taken on the

held with joy and gladness, and with ratification of the Constitution of Louisiana.

prayers for its immediate consummation

The rules were susjiended, and it was

adopted.

By Mr. Cromwell:

Whf.re.^s, An act to provide for the more

Lies over.

By Mr. Cromwell

:

Corporations ha\-ing no Banking Privileges:

Section 1. The term corporations used
in this article, shall be construed to include

efficient o-overnment oi the rel)el States, I

all associations and joint stock companies

passed M^arch 2, 1867, and the acts supple- lia^ing any of the powers and privileges not

mentary thereto, passed on 2:-5d of March,
|

possessed by individuals or partnerships,

1867, declaring that no legal State govern- 1
except such as embrace banking piivileges ;

ments or adequate protection for Ufe or i

and all corporations shall have the right to

propertv exLsted in the rebel states; and
I

™e and shall l)e hable to bo sued, m like

sons.Whkreab, It is necessarv that peace and
i

manner as natural pers
, ,, , ^ ,

good order be enforced in the State of Lou- ;
Sec. 2. No corporation slmll be foiined

isiana untH a loyal and RepubUcan form of
I

iinder special acts, except xor municipal

government can be peaceably established,
\

purposes.

without fear, fraud, influence or restraint;' Sec. 3. Each stockholder in any coi-po-

^^^ ration, shall be liable to the amount ot

Wheke.^s, We, the loval and Union peo- ;
stock held or owned by him.

pie of Louisiana, in Convention assembled. ' Sec. 4. Lands may be taken for pubhc

under the acts of Congress passed on the ' ^^ay for the purpose of granting to any cor-

2d and 23d of March, 1867, and bv authori- 1
poration the franchise of Avay for public

ty of a si:>ecial order No. 166, from head- i

"se; m aU cases, however, a fair and eqxut-

quarters Fifth Military District, New Or-
leans, Louisiana; and
Wheeeas, We are desirous that our Con-

stitution shallbe ratified by the loyal voters.

able compensation shaU be ijaid for such
lands and the damages arising from the
taking of the same; but all corporations

being common carriers, enjoying the right

and our State admitted into the 'Union of I
of way m pursuance to the provisions of

States with her proper representation of tliis section, shall be bound to carry and

Senators and Representatives; and treat all persons alike on equal terms, shall

Whereas, We fear that the planters, !

carry the mineral, agricultural and other

rebel capitalists and politicians who are op- '
productions or manufactures on reasonable

posed to reconstruction, -^-ill discharge and !
terms.

,, n .i

turn oftM'rom their employ all voters they! Iiesolved,1\i\H shall be '-'Title 8 ot the

cannot control politicaUy ;' therefore,
j

Constitution of Louisiana.

Be it ordained bj/ the People of the iSfaie of'\ Lies over and 100 copies ordered to be
Louisiana in Convention Assembled, That all

! pj^.^j^^pjj

persons being legaUy registered and desir-
!

^^^ ^^^^^.^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^^ follomng reso-
ing to remain on the plantation m the pre-

j ^^
cinct that they may not be deprived of their j- lutions liemg over from December 27

:

vote on the Constitution.
j

Whereas, The law of Congress, creating

Be it further ordained. That no person
i
the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen and

shall be ejected or excluded from the jilace, [Abandoned Lands, pro\udes that said Bn-
plantation or house in which he lived at : reau shall expire on the first day of July,

the time of his registering as a voter, until 1 1868, and
after the vote shall have been taken on the I Whereas, The freedmen of the non-re-

ratiflcation of the Constitution. But aU ' constructed States are yet subject to much
such jjersons may contract with the jiro- 1 gross injustice and persecution at the hands
prietor or planter for the ensuing year, at I of former rebels and slave-holders, and
any price per day, week or month, and such

|

Whereas, The freedmen, in those States,

agreement or contract shall be valid. And ' with but few exceptions, fail to receive jus-



152 jourx.u:j or the constitutional convention.

lice either miJer Str.te laws, in State courts
|

or uuuer the Civil Eights hill in the tribu-

nals designated iu that bill, and !

Whekeas, Hy reason oi' the failiu-e of the
crops, the Adolacion of contracts, the over-

1

flow of large sections of country bordering

'

on the Mississijjpi, great suffering must be
|

endured during the present and coining
AVinter by Luge numbers of persons of both
races, requiring the jiction of the Freed-
mon's Bui'eau; therefore, be it

Besohed, That this Convention unite
with the Conventions of Alabama and Vir-

ginia iu their petitions to Congress for the
continuance of the Bureau of Refugees,
Ereedmen and Abandoned Lands till such
time as the work of reconstruction shall

have been completed and State governments
in full operation as now contemplated by
law.

Resolved, That this Convention in urging
upon Congrass the necessity of extending
the Bureau, would also respectfully urge the
importance of instituting dihgent inquiry
into the character and competenc}' of its

present officers and agents in this State,

and the dismissal of such as are fund to be
incompetent and iinfit to be entrusted with
the gi'ave and responsible duties devolving
upon them, of whom, in the judgment of

this Convention, there are many in this

State.

Resolved, That a copy of this preamble
and resolutions be forwarded, by the Pres-
rdent of this Convention, to the President
Df the Senate and the Speaker of the House
of Eepresentatives.

Which was adopted.

Mr. Kodi-iguez was called to the chair.

UXFINISHED BUSINESS.

Mr. Waples moved to lay the substitute

Df Mr. Wicklifte on the table.

Adopted.

Mr. Blackburn moved to reconsider the

vote on the adoption of the amendment of

Mr. Smith, to article 72, inserting "three "

in the place of "five," in the 5th line.

The motion to reconsider prevailed.

The question recuiTiug upon the amend-
ment, it was lost.

Mr. Ludeling moved to amend by strik-

ing out all after the word " whatsoever " in

the 9th line, to the word " corjioration,"

13th line inclusive, and inserting the words
'• or any fine, forfeiture or penalty imposed
by a municipal corporation shall be in con-

testation, whatever may be the amount
thereof."

Adopted.

Mr. Waples moved to amend by striking

out the words "deatli or," and inserting

after the word ''labor" the w^ords "or a

greater penalty."

Lost.

Mr. Wickliffe moved to amend by strik-

ing outthe word "a" and inserting the word
"any," and striking out the words "exceed-

ing five hundred dollars."

Mr. Ludeling moved to amend the

amendment by inserting "exceeding three

hundred dollars."

On motion the Convention adjourned

until to-morrow at 11 a. m.

A true copy :

WM. VIGERS, Secretary.

thirty-eighth day.
New Oeeeans, Tuesday, Jan. 14, 1868.

The Convention met pursiiantto adjourn-

ment and was called to order by the Presi-

dent at 11 A. M.

The roU was called and the following

members answered to their names

:

J. G-. Taliaferro, President; Messrs. An-
toine. Baker, Bertonneau, Blandin, Bonseig-
neur, Bonncfoi, Brov.-n, Burrel, Cooley,
Crane, Crawford, Cromwell, Cuney, Bear-
ing, Demarest, DeiJasseau, P. G. Deslondc,
Donate, U. Dupart, Duplessis, Esnard,
Francois, Ferguson, Gair, Gardiner, Harris,
Hempstead, Ingraham, R. H. Isabelle,

Jackson, Kelso, Lange, Leroy, J. B. Lewis,
R. Lewis, Marie, Martin, Meadows, McMd-
leu, Morris, Moses, Miurrel, Myers, OHver,
Packard, Pierce, Pinchback, Poindexter,
Pollard, Pucagan, Reese, Riard, Riggs,
Roberts, Rodriguez, Schwab, Snaer, Scott,
Snider, Thibaut, IVitchell, Valfroit, Van-
dergriff, Waples, Wicldiffe, Williams, Wil-
son—68 members present.

Prayer by the R<3V. Jos. Fisk.

The minutes were read and adopted.

ORIGINAX, HESOLUTIONS.

By Mr. Pinchback:

Resolved, That tlie rules governing this

Convention be so altered as to have two
daily sessions; morning session to com-
mence at 11 o'clock, evening session at 6
o'clock.

Lies over.

REPORTS OF STANDIKG COMMITTEES.

Committee on Enrollment—No report
Committee on Contingent Expenses

—

re|3ort.

No
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speciaij committees.

The siiecial committee, to wliicli was

referred tlie rejiort of Committee on Oou-

tingejit Expenses, reported progress.

Mr. Cooley called attention to an error

in the Journal of the 9th January, in the

ayes and nays upon Mr. Crane's amend-

ment, which was ordered to be corrected,

by transferring the names of Messrs. Bonne-

foi, Cooley, Crawford, Ludeling and Lynch
from the affirmative to the negative, and

that of Mr. Crane from the negative to the

affirmative.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS.

The amendment of Mr. Ludeling being

under consideration.

Was adopted.

Article 72, majority report, as amended,

and reading as follows

:

Akt. 74. The Sui^reme Court, except in

cases hereinafter provided, shall have appel-

late jurisdiction only; which jurisdiction

shall extend to all cases when the matter in

dispute shall exceed five handred dollars;

and to all cases in which the constitutional-

ity or legality of any tax, toll, or impost of

any kind or nature whatsoever, or any fine,

forfeitiu'e, or penalty imposed by a munici-
pal corporation . shall be in contestation,

whatever be the amount thereof ; and in

such cases the appeal shall be direct from
the court in which the case originated to the
Sujjreme Court; and in criminal cases, on
questions of law only, whenever the pun-
ishment of death, or imprisonment at hiU'd

labor, or a fine exceeding three hundred
dollars is imposed.

Was adopted.

Mr, Oliver moved to adopt article 73,

majority report.

Mr. Crane moved to amend by srikiug

out all from the word "appointed," 11th

line, to "'they," in the 13th line, and in-

serting "shall be elected for the term of

six years by a plurality of the quaKfied

electors of the whole State, at the same

time and places of the elections of mem-
bers to the General Assembly next preced-

ing the expiration of the term of each of

said Judges respectively."

Mr. Meadows moved to lay the amend-

ment on the table.

Adopted.

Ayes 38, nays 32

—

az follows:

Ayes : Antoine, Baker, Barret, Belden,

Blandin, Cooley, Crawford, Cuney, Bear-
ing, Douglass, Duplessis, Edwards, Ful-
ler, Ferguson, Gair, Hempstead. Ingraham,
Kelso, Landers, Leroy, J. B. Lewis, E.
Levas, Ludeling, Meadows, McMillen, Mur-
rell, Myers, ISewsham, Packard, Pinch-
back, Reagan, Reese, Scott, Snider, Steele,

Twitchell, Vaudergriff, Waples—38.

Nays: Bonnefoi, Brown, Crane, Crom-
well, Depa-sseau, P. G. Deslonde, U. Du-
part, Esnard, Francois, Gardiner, E. H. Isa-

belle, Thos. Isabelle, Jackson, Marie,
Morris, Martin, Moses, Mushaway, OHver,
Pierce, Poindexter, Pollard, Riard, Riggs,
Rodriguez, Snaer, Tinchant, Valfroit, Yi-
dal, Wicklifle, Williams, Wilson—32.
Mr. Tinchant was excused from attend-

ance on the <;round of sickness.

By Mr. Blandin, article 73, majority

report.

Mr. Hempstead moved to amend by ad-

ding :

Provided, That the present Supreme
Judges shall remain in office until the expi-
ra,tion of their commissions for the term to
which they were appointed.

The amendment was adopted.

Mr. McMillen moved to amendby striking"

oiit all after "and," in the fourteenth line,

to the word; "appointment," and inserting

"licensed to j^ractice law in this State."

Mr. Cooley moved to amend the amend-
ment by adding

:

Provided, That after the termination of

the term of the first Judges of the Su-
preme Court to be appointed under this

article, a qualification of ten yeai-s practice

at the bar of this State, shall be requii'ed

for Judges of the Supreme Court.

Mr. Jones moved to lay the amendment
of Mr. Cooley on the tixble.

Mr. Ingraham asked that the question be

divided and the question be taken upon

the amendmente of Mr. Cooley and Mr.

McMillen separately.

The Chair ruled that the question was

not susceptible of division.

The motion to lay on the table wa3 adopt-

ed.

Mr. Pinchback moved to amend by

! striking out the words "in this State," iu,

i the fifteenth line.

Mr. McMillen moved to amend by in-

serting the Avords "the last three years

I

thereof, next jireceding his appointment iu

[this State."
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Mr. Cooley moved to amend by inserting

the words "before the Sni^rcme Court."

Which Avas ruk>d not in order.

The amendment of Mr. McMillen was

adopted.

Ayes 42, nays 22—as foHows :

Ayes : Baker, Bertonneau, Blackburn,
Bro\vn, Crom-vvell, Cuney, Bearing, De-
marest, P. G. Desh)nde, Douglass, G.
Dupart, U. Dupart, Francois, Gardiner,
Ingraham, R. H. Isabelle, Thos. Isabelle,

Jones, Kelso. Lange, J. B. Lewis, 'L;ide-

Hng, Marie, Meadows, McLeran, McMillen,
Moses, Murrel, Ncwsham, Packard, Pierce,

Pinchback, PoUard, Reese, Riggs, Rodri-

guez, Schwab, Snider, Thibaut, Valfroit,

WiUiams, 'Wilson—i2 ayes.

Nays : BaiTet, Bonnefoi, Burrel, Cooley,

Crane, Crawford, Dej^asseau, Dujjlessis,

Gair, Harper, Hiestand, Ingraham, Leroy,

R. Lewis, Morris, Mushaway, Myers,
Reagan, Riard, Scott, Wajjles, Tiuchant—22

nays.

The article, as amended, and reading as

follows

:

Akt. 75. The Supreme Court shall be
composed of one Chief Justice andfourasso-
ciate justices, a majority of whom shall con-

stitute a quoiiim. The Chief Justice shall

receive a salary of seven thousand live hun-
dred dollars, and each of the associate justices

a salary of seven thousand dollars annually,

payable quarterly, on their own warrants.

The Chief Justice and the associate justices

shall be appointed by the Governor,- wdth
the advice and consent of the Senate, for

the term of eight years. They shall be
citizens of the United States, and shall

have i^racticed law for the space of five

years, the last three thereof next preceding
their appointment, in the State. The
Court shall aijpoint its own clerks ; they
may remove them at pleasure; Provided,

That the j)resent Supreme Judges shall

remain in office until the expiration of

their commissions for the term to wliich

they were apiioiuted.

Was adopted.

On motion, the Convention adjourned

until to-morrow at 11 a. m.

A true co])y:

WM. TIGERS, Secretarv.

THIRTY-NINTH DAY.

New Ori,eans, Wednesday, Jan. 15, 1868.

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn-

ment and was called to order by the Presi-

dent at 11 A. M.

The roU was called and the following

members answered to their names:

J. G. Taliaferro, President; Messrs. An-
toine, Baker, Belden, Bertonneau, Blan-
din, Bonseigneur, Bonuofoi, Bro"mi, Burrel,
Cooley, Crawford, Cromwell, Cuney, Dear-
ing, Demarest, Depasseau Deslonde P.
G., Donato, Douglass, G. Duparte, U. Du-
part, Duplessis, Edward, Esnard, Fran-
cois, Fuller, Gair, Gardiner, Guichard,
Harper, Harris, Hempstead, Ingraham,
IsabeUe Thos., Jones, Landers, Ludeling,
Lange, Leroy, J. B. Le^^•is, R. Lewis, Lynch,
Marie, Massicot, Meadows, McLeran,
McMillen, Morris, Moses, Murrel, Musha-
way, Myers, Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Pinch-
back, Poindexter, Pollard, Reagan, Reese,
Riard, Riggs, Robei'ts, Rodriguez, Schwab,
Snaer, Scott, Snider, Steele, Thibaut,
Tinchant, TwitcheU, Underwood, VaKroit,
Vandergriff, Vidal, Waples, Wickliflfe, Wil-
liams, Wilson—81 members present.

Prayer by the Rev. Jos. Fisk.

• The minutes were read and adopted,

Mr. TinchantTasked to have his vote re-

corded on the adoption of article 75 of the

Constitution. No objection. Mr. Tinchant

voted no.
OBIGINAIj RESOIiUTIONS.

By Mr. Valfroit:

Resolved, That the General Assembly at"

its first session, shall have the power to make
or pass such laws that shall establish at

least six public schools in every parish of

the State for all children between the ages
of six and twenty-one years, without dis-

tinction of race, color or previoixs con-

dition.

Lies over.

By Mr. E. Tinchant:

Whereas, A large majority of the loyal

voters of the State of Louisiana, owing to

circumstances independent of their own
«-ill, have been educated in the French
language, are unable to reatl and understand
the national language as fully as they do
French; and
Whereas, This Convention of the loyal

people of Louisiana is duty bound to do
justice to all its constituents without dis-

tinction or discrimination; thei'efore, be it

Resolved, That the sum of one thousand
dollars is hereby appropriated to provide
for the printing of a certain number of

copies of the official journal in the French
language.
Resolved fia-ther, That the Committee on

Printiug be and is hereby instructed to re-

port how many copies of said journal could

}

be printed for the aforesaid amount.

1 Mr. Tinchant moved to suspend the rules
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to put the resolution upon its passage.

Adopted.

Mr. Rodriguez moved to lay tlie resolu-

tion (in the table.

Adopted..

A communication from E. H. McMillan

"was read.

By Mr. McMiUen:
Resolved, That a committee of three be

apijointed to report to this Convention what
further action, if any, is necessary to secure

the sj^eedy collection of the tax authorized
by the ordinance passed December 14, 1867,

and that said committee be empowered to

confer s\-ith the officers charged with the

execution of the ordinance, and with Major
General Hancock, commanding Fifth Mili-

tary Division.

Mr. McMillen moved to suspend the

rules to place the resolution upon its pas-

sage.

Adopted.

The resolution was read a second time

and adopted.

Mr. Meadows moved that the Convention

do hereby take some steps to compel the

members to attend the Convention more
regiilarly.

Laid on the table.

KEPOET or STANDING COMMITTEES.

Committee on Printing—No report.

Committee on Enrollment—No report.

Committee on Contingent Expenses—No
report.

SPECIAIi COMMITTEES.

The special committee to whom was re-

ferred the rei^ort of the Committee on
Contingent expenses, through Mr. Waples,

chairman, reported progress.

ORDER OF THE DAY.
Mr. Underwood called up his resolution,

lying over from January 10, and moved to

adopt, and the resolution, reading as fol-

lows:

Resolved, That for the imrpose of i^roi^erly

enrolling the proceedings of this Conven-
tion, the Committee on Enrollment is here-
by authorized to employ such clerks as
they may need for that purpose.

Was adoi)ted.

Ayes 4.3, nays 38

:

Ayes: Antoine, Belden, BroTV'li, Burrel,
Cooley, Cromwell, Dearing, Demarest, Do-
nato, Cf. Diiparte, Duplessis, Francois,
Gair, Gardiner, Harper, Harris, Hempstead,
Hiestand, Ingraham, E. H. Isabelle, Jones,

Landers, Lange, J. B. Lewis, R. Le-svis,

Marie, Martin, Massicot, McLeran, McMil-
len, Morris, Oliver, Packard, Eeagan,
Schwab, Snaer, Scott, Snider, Thibaut,
Underwood, Vidal, WickHffe, Wilson^43
ayes.

Nays: Baker, Barret, Bertonneau, Blan-
din, Bonnefoi, Crane, Crawford, Cuney,
Depasseau, P. G. Deslonde, Douglass, U.
Dupart, Edward, Esuard, Fuller, Guichard,
Kelso, Leroy, Ludeliug, Lynch, Meadows,
Moses, Murrel, Mushaway, Myers, Pierce,

Pinchback, Poindexter, Pollard, Eeese,
Eiard, Eiggs, Eoberts, Eodriguez, Twit-
chell, Yalfroit, Waples, Williams—38 nays.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS.

Mr. Ingraham moved to reconsider the

vote upon the adojition of the amendment
of Mr. McMillen, to ^article 75 of the Con-

stitution.

Mr. McMiUen raised the point of order

that a motion to reconsider a portion of

an article which has been adopted as a

whole cannot be entertained.

The Chair so rided.

Mr. Ingraham moved to reconsider the

vote on the adoption of the article.

Mr. Hempstead moved to lay the motion

to reconsider on the table.

Lost.

Mr. Bertonneau moved the previous ques-

tion, and was seconded by a majority of

the delegates.

The ayes and nays were ordered, and the

motion to reconsider j^revailed.

Ayes 63, nays 12—as follows:

Ayes: Antoine, Barret, Belden, Berton-
neau, Blandin, Bonseigneur, Burrel, Cooley,
Crane, Crawford, CromweU, Donato, Doug-
lass, G. Duparte, U. Dupart, Duplessis,
Francois, FuUer, Gair, Gardiner, Guichard,
Harper, Harris, Hiestand, T. H. IsabeUe,
Jones, Kelso, Landers, Lange, Leroy, E.
Lewis, Ludeliug, Lynch, Massicot, Mea-
dows, McLeran, McMillen, Morris, Moses.
Murrel, Mushaway, Myers, Oliver, Packard,
Pierce, Pinchback, Poindexter, Pollard.

Eeagan, Eeese, Eiard, Eiggs, Eoberts,
Eodriguez, Schwab, Snaer, Scott, Thibaut,
Tinchant, Twitchell, Valfroit, WickHffe,
Williams, Wilson—63 ayes.

Nays: Bonnefoi, Brown, Cuney, De-
marest, Edward, Hempstead, E. H. Isa-

beUe, J. B. Lewis, Martin, Snider, Waples.
12 nays.

Mr. Bertonneau moved to amend by strik-

ing out '
' the present Supreme Judges shall

remain in office until the expired term of
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their respective commission," and moved

the previous question, which was seconded

by a majority of the delegates. The mo-

tion to amend prevailed.

Mr. Piuc'hback moved to adopt article 73

as amended, and the article, reading as

follows;

Art. 75. The Supreme Court shall be
composed of one Chief Justsce and four

associate justices, a majority of whom
shall constitiite a quorum. The Chief
Justice shall receive a salary of seven thou-
sand five hundred doUars, and each of the
associate justices a salary of seven thousand
dolLirs, annually, payable quarterly on
their own warrants. The Chief Justice

and the associate justices shall be ap-

pointed by the Governor, with the advice

and consent of the Senate, for the term
of eight years. They shall be citizens

of the United States, and shall have prac-

tised law five years, the last three years

thereof before their appointment in this

State. The court shall appoint its own
clerks ; they may remove them at pleasure.

Was adopted.

Mr. Pinchback was called to the chair.

The President announced the appoint-

ment of the special committee to confer

with General Hancock ui^on the Tax Ordi-

nance, as follows:

Messrs. W. L. McMillen, J. H. lugra-

ham, M. Vidal.

On motion of Mr, Cromwell, the con-

vention took a recess until 2 o'clock?, m., to

allow the committee just appointed time

to execute its mission and report to the

Convention to-day

Wednesday, Jan. 15, 2 p. m.

At the expiration of the recess, the con-

vention reassembled.

The roll was called and a quorum found

to be present.

Mr. Pinchback in the Chair.

By Mr. Underwood, article 74 majority

report.

Mr. Crane moved to amend by striking

out "May" and inserting "June."

Mr. Gair moved to lay the amendment on

the table.

Adopted.

Article 74, majority report, reading as

follows

:

Art. 76. The Supreme Court shall hold
its sessions in the city of New Orleans

from the first Monday in the month of
November to the end of the month of May.
The Legislature shall have power to fix the
sessions elsewhere during the rest of the
year; uHtil otherAvise jsrovided, the sessions
shall be held a-s heretofore.

Was adopted.

The rules were suspended to receive the

report of the Special Committee, and the

committee, through Mr. McMillen, it^

Chairman, siibmitted the following report :

To tlio Presiileut aud Members of the Constitutional
Couventiuu :

Your committee appointed to report what
further action, if any, is necessary to secure
the speedy collection of the tax levied un-
der the ordinance passed December 24,

1867, and to confer with the officers author-
ized to collect the same and with the Major
General commanding the Fifth Militaiy
District, beg leave to submit the following
preliminary report

:

In compliance with the resolution adopt-
ed this day, your committee called at the
offices of the Auditor and Treasurer of State,

but failed to find either of those officials iu
their office; from their clerks, they learned
that the tax collectors of this city had re-

ported that but a small amount, some $20,
had been collected, but as no reports from
the collectors were on file in the Auditor's
office, the reason alleged by the collectors

for their failure to collect the tax, coiild not
be ascertained to-day.

Your committee next visited Major Gen-
eral Hancock, and were informed by him
that the failure to collect the special tax
had been officially presented to him by the
Auditor of the State day before yesterday;
that he had the subject under consideration
and would present his views in writing
without unnecessary delay, and recommend-
ed that no further action be taken until his

really to the Auditor of the Stsite be made,
which your committee were informed would
cover the whole subject under considera-
tion.

In compliance ftith this suggestion of
General Hancock, we respectfully recom-
mend the Convention to allow the matter to

remain in statu quo a reasonable time, in
order to give the General commanding op-
portunity to act.

Your committee herein desire to state

that the General declined to inform them
verbally what that action would be, but
said expressly that he would communicate
with them in writing.

[Sig-nedJ W. L. McMiDiiEN,
J. H. InGRAHAM,
M. ViD.vii.

Which Avas received.
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Mr. Tinchant moved to discliarge the

committee.

By Mr. Blandin, article 75, majority

report, reading as follows :

Abt^. 77. The Supreme Court, and each

of the judges thereof, shall have power to

issue "svrita of habeas corpus, at the instance

of all persons in actual custody, in all

cases when they may have appellate juris-

diction.

Which was adopted.

By Mr. Blandin, article 76, majority

report, reading as follows :

Abt. 78. No judgment shall be rendered
by the Supreme Court, without the concur-
rence of a majority composing the court.

Whenever the majority cannot concur, in

consequence of the recusation of any mem-
ber of the court, the Judges not recused
shall have power to call upon any Judge or
Judges of the district courts, whose duty it

shall be, when so called upon, to preside
in the place of the Judge or Judges recused,

and to aid in determining- the case.

Which was adopted.

By Mr. Gair:

Ai-ticle 77, majority report, reading as

follows

:

Akt. 79. All Judges, by virtue of their

oflBce, shall be conservators of the peace,
throughout the State. The style of all

process shall be "The State of Louisiana."
All prosecutions shall be carried on in the
name and by the authority of " The State
of Louisiana," and concluele " Against the
peace and dignity of the same."

Which was adoj)ted.

By Mr. Blandin :

Article 78, majority report, reading as

follows

:

Art. 80. The Judges of all courts, when-
ever practicable, shall refer to the Lim', in
virtue of which every definitive judgment
is rendered ; but in all cases they shall

adduce the reasons on which their judg-
ment is founded.

Which was adopted.

By Mr. Bertonneau

:

Article 79, majority report, reading as

follows:

Aet. 79. The Judges of aU courts shall
be hableto impeachment for high crimes and
misdemeanors. For any reasonable cause
the Governor shall remove any of them, on
the address of two-thirds of the members
elected to each House of the General As-
sembly. In every such case the cause or
causes, for which such removal may be re-

quired, shall be stated at length in the ad-
dress, and inserted in the journal of each
House.

Mr. Waples moved to amend by striking

out the word "high."

AgTeed to.

Mr. Reagan moved to amend by adding

"the Judges of all courts shall be liable to

arrest and punishment for crime and misde-

meanors."

Mr. Bertonneau moved to lay the amend-
ment on the table.

Adopted.

The article, as amended, and reading as

follows

:

Akt. 81. The Judges of all courts shall
be liable to impeachment for crimes and
misdemeanors. For any reasonable cause
the Governor shall remove any of them, on
the address of two-thirds of the members
elected to each House of the General As-
sembly. In every such case the cause or
causes, for which such removal may be re-

quired, shall be stated at length in the ad-
dress, and inserted in the joiu-nal of each
House.

Was adopted.

By Mr. Blandin:

Article 80, majority report, reading as

follows :

Art. 82. No duties or functions shall
ever be attached, by law, to the Siipreme
or district courts or the several judges
thereof, but such as are judicial; and the
said judges are prohibited from receiving
any fees of office, or other compensation
than their salaries, for any officijil duties
performed by them.

Which was adopted.

Mr. Packard moved to amend ai'ticle 81,

majority report, by striking out the last

three lines in the article, and inserting
'

' the clerks of inferior courts shall be
elected by the quaUfied electors of their re-

spective districts, and shall hold their

offices for the term of four years."

And to adopt as amended.
Pending the discussion of the amend-

ment, Mr. Waples having the floor, yield-

ed it to Mr. LudeHng for a motion to ad-

journ, with the consent of the Convention

that he shoidd be entitled to the floor upon
the resumj)tion of the unfinished business

of the day.

And on motion of Mr. Ludeling, the Con-
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ventiou udjourned until to-uiorrow at 11

A, M.

A tnie copy:

WM. TIGERS, Secretary.

FORTIETH DAY.
New Orleans, TlmrsJay, Jan. IG, 1868.

The Gonveutiou met pursuant to adjourn-

ment, and was called to order by the Presi-

dent.

The roU was called and the following

members answered to their names:

J. G. Taliaferro, President; Messrs. An-
toine, Baker, Barrett, Blandin, Bonseigneur,
Bonnefoi, BroAvii, Burrel, Cooloy, Crane,
Crawford, Cromwell, Cuney, Bearing, Dema-
rest, Depasaeau, P. G. Deslonde, Donato,

G. Duparte, U. Dupart, Duplessis, Edward,
Esnard, Francois, Fuller, Ferguson, Gair,

Gardiner, Guichard, Harper, Hai-ris, Hemp-
stead, Hiestand, T. Isabelle, Jones, Kelso,

Lange, Leroy, J. B. Lewis, li. Le^\is,

Lynch, Marie, Martin, Massicot, Mead-
ows, McLeran, Morris, Moses, Murrel,

Myers, Newsham, Oliver, Packard, Pierce,

Pinchback, Poindexter, Pollard, Reagan,
K?ese, Riard, Riggs, Roberts, Rodriguez,
Schwab, Snaer, Scott, Snider, Thibaut, Tin-

chant, Underwood, Valfroit, Vaudergriff",

Vidal, Waples, WiUiams, Wilson — 77
members present.

Prayer by Rev. Jos. Fisk.

The minutes were read and amended by

the mention of a motion by Mr. Tiuchant,

and adojited.

OEIGINAL EESOLUTIONS.

By Mr. Marie:

Whebhas, a great number of aged and
infirm persons of both races are complete-
ly destitute of means of support; therefore,

be it

Resolred, That the General Assembly at

its first session after the adoption of this

Constitution, shall, by law, provide for the

establishment, in each senatorial district of

the State, of a place wherein shall be ad-

mitted and entertained all such aged and in-

firm persons, without distinction of race,

color or previous condition.

Lies over.

By Mr. Valfroit:

Whereas, There is a great suffering

among one part of the people of our State,

almost alarming; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the General Assembly, at

its fir.st session, shall have the power to

make such laws pro^dding a homestead for

their relief. They shall establish at least

one in every parish in the State, for the

term of four years, without distinction of
race, color or pre\'ious condition.

Lies over.

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES.

The Committee on Printing—No report.
The Committee on Contingent Expenses,

No report.

The Committee on Enrollment—Pro-
gress.

SPECI.U. committee's REPORT.

The special committee, through its chair-

man, Mr. Waples, reported j^rogress.

Mr. Pinchback called up his resolution,

lying over from January 15th, and moved
to adopt.

Rexolved, That the rules governing this
Convention be so altered as to have two
sessions daily, morning session, to com-
mence at 11 o'clock, and evening session at
6 o'clock.

Mr. Cooley moved to lay on the table.

Mr. Pinchback called for the ayes and
nays, which were ordered.

The motion to table was lost—ayes 28,

nays 48—as follows :

Ayes : Cooley, Crane, CromweU, Bear-
ing, Demarest, Depasseau, Donato, Ed-
ward, Francois, Gardiner, Harris, Inj^Ta-

ham. Landers, Martin, Morris, Murrel,
Myers, Newsham, Pierce, Poindexter,
Riard, Riga:s, Roberts, Schwab, Snaer,
Scott, Steele", Vaudergriff—28.

Nays : Antoine, Baker, Barrett, Berton-
ueau, Blandin, Bonseigneur, Bonnefoi,
Bi'own, BiU'rel, Crawford, Cuney, Des-
londe P. G. , Dujjarte G. , Dupart U. , Du-
plessis, Esnard, Gair, Guiohard, Harper,
Hiestand, Isabelle R. H. , Isabelle Thos.

,

Kelso, Lange, Leroy, Lewis J. B., Lewis
U., Ludeling, Lynch, Massicot, Meadows,
McLeran, Moses, Oliver, Packard, Pinch-
back, Pollard, Reagan, Reese, Rodriguez,
Snider, Thibaut, Tinchaut, VaKroit, Wa-
ples, Wicklifl'e, WilHams, Wilson—48.
The resolution was put to a vote, and was

declared to be adopted.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS.

The amendment of Mr. Packard to article

81, majority report, being in order

Mr. Brown moved to amend by substi-

tuting article 91, minority report.

Mr. Crane raised the point of order that

the amendment was not in order.

The Chair so ruled.

Mr. Brown appealed.

The Chair was not sustained.

The previous question was ordered.
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Mr. Cooley called for a divisiou of the

question.

The amendment was adopted—ayes 49,

nays 20—as follows

:

Yeas : Bertouneau, Blandiu, Bonsei-

gneur, Bonuefoi, Brown, Barrel, Cooley,

Crane, P. G. Deslonde, Douato, Gr. Dii-

parte, U. Dnpart, Duplessis, Esnard,
Francois, Gardiner, Guichard, Harper,

Harris, lugraliam, E. H. Isabelle, Jones,

Kelso, Lange, Leroy, Richard Lewis,

Marie, Martin, Meadows, Morris, Moses,
Mnrrel, Mushaway, Myers, Oliver, Pack-
ard, Pierce, Poindexter, Pollard, Reagan,
Riard, Riggs, Roberts, Rodriguez, Schwab,
Scott, Thibaut. Underwood, Valfroit, Ti-

dal, WickUlfe, Williams—i9 ayes.

Nays : Antoine, Baker, Barrett, Craw-
ford, Demarcst, Ferguson, Gair, Thomas
Isabelle, Landers, Ludeling, McLeran,
McMillen, Pinchback, Reese, Snider,

Steele, Tinchant, Twitchell, Vandergriff,

Waples—20 nays.

Mr. Cooley moved to reconsider the vote

last taken.

Mr. Beans, of the Missiasippi Constitu-

tional Convention, was introduced and in-

vited to a seat on the platform.

Mr. Belden was called to the chair.

Mr. Rodriguez moved to lay the motion

to reconsider on the table.

Lost.

Ayes 13, nays 64, as follows:

Ayes : Brown, P. G. Deslonde, G. Du-
jDarte, Francois, Harper, R. H. Isabelle,

Lange, Murrel, Pierce, Riggs, Roberts,
Rodriguez, Williams—13 ayes.

Nays: Antoine, Baker, Barrett, Belden,
Bertonueau, Blandin, Bouseigneur, Bonne-
foi, Burrel, Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Cu-
ney, Demarest, Donate, U. Dupart, Du-
plessis, Edward, Esnard, Fuller, Fergu-
son, Gair, Gardiner, Guichard, Harris,

Hempstead, Hiestand, Ingraham, Thomas
Isabelle, Kelso, Landers, Leroy, J. B.
Lewis, R. Lewis, Ludeling, Lynch, Marie,
Massicot, Meadows, McLeran, McMillen,
Moses, Mushaway, Myers, Ohver, Packard,
Pinchback, Poindexter, Pollard, Reagan,
Reese, Riard, Schwab, Snaer, Scott, Steele,

Tinchant, Twitchell, Underwood, Valfroit,

Vandergriff, Waples, Wickliffe, Wilson

—

64 nays.

The motion to reconsider prevailed.

Mr. Wickliffe moved to amend article 91,

minority report, by substituting:

The clerks of district courts shall be
elected by the registered electors of their

respective districts ; they shall receive such

salary as may be fixed by law, and shall
hold their offices for four years.

Which the Chair decided not in order.

Mr. McMillen moved to indefinitelj

postpone article 91.

Lost.

Mr. Cooley having the floor, yielded it to

Mr. Crane for a motion to adjourn, with
the consent of the House that he should re-

sume it in the morning.

Mr. Crane moved to adjourn till to-mor-
row, at 11 o'clock.

Mr. Pinchback raised the point of order
that under the rule adopted this morning,
the motion was not in order.

The Chair so ruled.

Mr. McMillen apjiealed.

The Chair was not sustained.

And the Convention adjourned until to-

morrow at 11 o'clock A. M.

A true copy:

WM. TIGERS, Secretary,

FORTY-FIRST DAY.

New Okleans, Friday, Jan. 17, 1868.

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn-

ment, and was called to order by the Presi-

dent at 11 A. M.

The roll was called and the following

members answered to their names:

J. G. TaKaferro, President; Messrs. Ba-
ker, Barrett, Bertonueau, Blandin, Bon-
seigneur, Bonnefoi, Brown, Burrel, Butler,
Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Cromwell, Cuney,
Dearing, Demarest, Depasseau, P. G. Des-
londe, Donato, Douglass, G. Duparte,U.Du-
part, Duplessis, Edward, Esnard, Francois,
Fuller, Ferguson, Gair, Gardiner, Gui-
chard, Harper, Harris, Hempstead, Hies-
tand, Ingraham, R. H. Isabelle, Thos. Isa-
belle, Jones, Kelso, Landers, Lange, J. B.
Lewis, Richard Lewis, Lynch, Martin,
Massicot, Meadow^s, McLeran, McMillen,
iNIorris, Moses, Murrel, Mushaway, Oliver,
Packard, Pierce, Pinchback, Poindexter,
Pollard, Reagan, Reese, Riard, Riggs,
Roberts, Rodrigiiez. Snaer, Scott, Snider,
Steele, Thibaut, Twitchell, Underwood,
Valfroit, Vandergriff", Waples, Wickliffe,
Williams, Wilson—83 members present.

The minutes were read and adopted.

EEPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEBS.

Committee on Printing—No report.
Committee on Executive—No reporfc.

Committee on Enrollment—No report.
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SPECIAli COMMITTEE.

Mr.Waples, cliairmau Special Committee,

submitted the following report:

We the undevHiguod, appointed to ex-

amine the report of the Committee on Con-
tingent Expenses, respectfully submit the
following rejjort

:

The bills for stationery are, upon an
average of the i^rices charged, more than
fifty x>er cent, above the usual retail i)rices.

Many of the items are charged nearly one
hundred per cent, above the usual rates. I

Paper, both blue-ruled cax), and legal cajj,
\

can be bought at six dollars per ream ; but
\

the price charged in the biU of J. W. ]\Iad-

1

den. is eight, and that in the biHs of
j

B. Bloomfleld k Co. is ten dollars per i

ream. For a cojiy of Worcester's Dictiona-

1

ry, unabridged, twenty dollars is charged
by the firm above mentioned, while the;

price in their store is twelve dollars, and in

some other bookstores, it is eleven dollars per
copy. These facts have been ascertained

of several stationers, obliging yoiu' com-
mittee to report that the bills of B. Bloom-
field & Co. are not according to the usual
retail prices, the testimony of Mr. Bloom-
field to the contrary notwithstanding.

We call attention to the fact that $1 50
per copy, for 125 copies of the Constitution
of 1864, i^rinted in piimphlet in 1S66, have
been charged against the Convention, by
Bloomfleld & Co., while Mr. Bloomfleld, in

his own testimony, jiroves that it could
have been printed to order, in the same
style, for very much less ; that while
$187 50 are charged for it, it could have
been printed to order for $112. It would
be too tedious to enumerate all the over-

charges. We report generally, on the sub-
ject of stationery,

1st. That the charges are at least fifty

per cent, over the \isual retail rates;

2d. That mo.st of the articles are alto-

gether unnecessary

;

3d. That none of the stationery fur-

nished has ever been ordered by the Con-
vention

;

4:th. That it is not certain whether all the
goods have ever been received by the Con-
rention

:

In this connection we call attention to

the testimony of the Sergeant-at-Arms,
and B. Bloomfield.
The charge of $122 25 for furnishing

and fixing locks is reported back without
comment, as we have not been able to as-

certain w"hat numljer of locks have been
fixed or furnished.

The l)iU for printing should be reduced
$431-, according to the testimony of J. B.
Roudanez, owing to the fact that the pagey
are not so wide as required by the Conven-

tion. "WTiether a furtlaer reduction should
be made, on the ground that the pages jure

not so long as requii'ed, depends upon the
meaning of the Convention, in fixing the
rates. If the Convention meant 95 ems
long, when saving 95 lines, the pages are
of the required length; but if the meaning
was 95 printed lines, (not counting the
leaded lines), and 86 ems wide, there
should be a furtlier deduction of $606, ac-

cording to the measui*emeut and calcula-

tion of the Committee on Printing, signed
by the chairman, and furnished to us by
their Secretary. If, however, the Conven-
tion meant to require 95 printed lines per
IDage, the deduction suggested by the Com-
mittee on Piinting is not enough by near-
ly 33 per cent. We respectfully refer to
the statement of the Printing Committee,
and to the testimony of Messrs. Hinton,
Walker, Laizer and Stephens i^pon this

point.

Your committee recommend the adoption
of the following resolutions:

ResoU^ed, That the bill of J.' W. Madden
and those of B. Blocmfleld <fe Co. have
never been ordered by the Convention, and
ought not to be allowed; and, in considera-
tion of the extortionate charges made, par-
ticularly in the bills of B. Bloomfleld &
Co., the Convention will not pay for so
much of the articles as have been used, un-
less a deduction of fifty j^er cent, shall be
agreed upon.

Resnh-ed, That the deduction of $434 be
made from the bill for priating; and that
no further action be taken upon the said

bill until the Convention slipJl have decided
whether the phrase, "95 lines in length," is

to be undtrstood as 95 ems or 95 printed
lines.

Resolved, That the extravagant expenses
of the Convention contribute greatly to-

wards the unpopularity of the tax fixed to
meet its necessary expenses, and render its

collection more difficult than it would
otherwise have been.

Rurus Waples, Chairman;
Henkt Bonseigneuk,
John Lynch,
Arnold Bebtonneau.

New Orleans, January 14, 1868.

FIRST DAY—INVTiSTIGATION OF THE COMMIT-
TEE ON CONTINGENT EXPENSES.

The committee appointed to examine the
report of the Committee on Contingent
Expenses, and to send for persons and pa-

pers, met at the room of the Committee
on Contingent Expenses, at 9 o'clock, Jan-
uary 14, 1868.

Present: R. Waples, chairman, and A.
Bertonneau, Hy. Bonseigneur, John Lynch,
W. Jasper Blackburn.
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J. B. Roiulanez, called :

There is no rule fixed regulating the
price of roll-call, $25 considered reason-
able.

Rules and regulations charged according
to the rate fixed by the Convention, -f^S per
page. The price of sJjO is cousidered reason-
able for KJOU warrants i^rinted. All the other
items are in accordance with the rate fixed
by the Convention, A\-ith the exception

:

that the pages are not so wide, owing-
to the fact that the forms were set u^j

Itefore the rates were adopted, but I am
willing to deduct the difference, which
will be 240 ems for every 3 pages,
making 54 pages, and 1980 ems to be
deducted ir^^m so much of the l)ill as is

charged acco'ding to the foolscap pages.
This would make a deduction of 80 ems per
page as printed, although the bill does not
show this, yet I had intended to make the
deduction upon settlement, which will be a
deduction on the bill of 8434. Wherever I
have spoken of charges made by myself I
mean my firm, J. B. Roudanez it* Co."

J. B. RorDAXEZ.

Mr. B. Bloomfield. called

:

The items charged according to the
regidar retailed prices, Worcester Diction-
ary,

_
unabridged, .'^20, according to usual

retail price. Some of the orders were sent
by the Secretary, Sergeant-at-Arms and
Contingent Expenses Committee. All ac-
cording to retail prices. Our price for
printing la^\yers briefs is 81 50 per page,
and usually furnish 25 eoi^ies, which will
make a brief, 25 copies. 20 pages each,
<'ome to .S30, Being shown a copy of the
(constitution of 18<>4, says : that a lawyers'
brief printed in that kind of type and'that
quantity per page, would be worth about
.*2 per page, and it being 41 pages, 25
copies would come to about S,S2. .S20
would be sufficient for an additional print-
ed 100 copies, making .S102. Upon further
f<jnsideration I tliink it is worth .^10 more,
making .$112. Most of the l>ill of Decem-
ber 4, 18G7, I funiished myself, without
order. 5000 official envelopes should be
eliarged in place of 5 dozen as reported on
bill, 6th item, of December 4.

B. Bloomfield.

New Obleans, January 15, 18G8.

8E00XD DAY—IXVESTIG.*.TION OF THE COM-
MITTEE ON CONTINGENT EXPENSES.

Mr. Berhel called:

_
I am Sergeant-at-Ai-ms of the Conven-

tion. I can say positively that I did not
get the goods named in tJie lull of J. W.
Madden, December 4, 18(57. But I do not
JuiC'>v- M hether tlie cgmaiittee- received th^ia

IGX'

or not. Part of articles enumcr.-.ted'
in the first bill of Bloomfield, dated L>e-
cember 4, 18G7, were reci'ived and «ame
into my possession, but I cannot state ;vi oj
all. The articles delivered Vv'(!re receivctl
before the 4th December, so far as t.liey
Avere received at all, but I do not k>i<i>w;

Avhether they Avere received or not. Ah to.
the other's bills, I cannot st;ite whether
all the articles were received or not, as
some Avere d 'liA-ered to the difierent com-
mittees.

I will furnish a statement from my he-
counts of all further facts bi'aring- on tho
subject, so far as I can iiscertain.

L. Bekhel, iSergeant-at-AriiUj.

Neav Orleans, Jainiary IG, 166S.

1 THIRD DAY—INA'ESTIGATTON OF THE f.'ON'j'iX-

; (4ENT EXPENSES < 'OMMITTEE.

j

Mr. I. T. Hinton called:

I
I am a practical printer. Being sho-%Ti'

! the majority report of the Committee eiB
I

Draft, he says: that the pages are too na.y-

;

roAv by 14 ems, according to the rate lixe<l
;
by the CouA-ention as uoav sliown to xae.
The pages measured 100 ems in length. I

;

should understand that the resolution me^^nfc

^

95 printed lines y>ev page. As far as mj ^s-
iperience goes, printing of this kind iw.

:

ahvays leaded. Each one of these \w£-;cr.B

i is a page Avhether leaded or solid.

I / T. T. HlN-fO:^,

[
Mr. John S. Walk.T:
I corroborate the aI)ove stat< 'mcut, an<4'

^

ahvays ha.A-e seen luUs printed in tlic stylo of.

Avhich I have been shown a copy. 05 li!\e«:

i
l)_onrgeois could be put u])on a 'pa.ge of fba
[size of the report on the Committee or.
Draft if set solid; but it is nevev usual f.o

set them solid whon j)ri)iting legislaiivo
bills or similar documents. The rei^oi'o of
the Committee on Draft is printed in ler^,
j)rimer type. It Avould take about tv>W
the width of a page to make 36 ems iii loog.
primer. I allude to tlie pages of tJie n^fi-
jority Committee on Draft. The typ«, ih&
Avidth of the page and the length of tjhf)-

page are in the usual style of legislal^iv*
bills. I allude to the repoit as above.

We concur in the statement of
Walker.

J. C. K^rzER,
J. E. Stephens.

ir,.

.|4

In accordance Avith the request of sevoiftl
members of the (Jonvention, your Com-
mittee on Printing ha,ve the honor to
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he allowed the Official Printer for printin

sdoae for aceouut of this Convention :

300 copievS roll- c.ills

200 copies rule.s and regulations .

.

100 copies bill on levee bonds. . . .

200 cojnes bill on militia

J/OOO warrants
100 copies bill of rights, majority.

.

100 copies minority "
i200 copies public works
liOO -copies report of Committee on

rinauce
150 copies report of Committee on

Printing
iiOO copies ivport of Committee on.

Judiciary
200 copies report of majority Com-

Ziiitiee on Education
j200 copies rei)oi-t of minority Com-

mittee on Education
'200 copies Tinchant's resolution . . .

150 copies Pinclibaek ex. militia .

.

.':^00 copies majority report on gen-
eral provisions

"200 copies minority rept)rt on gen-
eral provisions

liQOO copies ex. warrants
200 copies repoit of Committee on

Ijegislature

150 cojjies Jones' resolution on
faili'oads

.200 copies of report on schedide
and ordinances

iSOO copies of majority report on
draft of Constitution

.^0 copies of minority report on
draft of Constitution

:200 copies Committee on Executive
"For publication of 20 days official

printing 1,792

25
65
8
8

30
24
8
S

IG

32

IG'
I

16
I

8|

8j

32
j

241
30

2 Newspaper Files,

5 Scissors,

15 Balls of Twine,
1 Paper Weight,
1 Gross Penholders,
5 Boxes Pens,
1 Beam Envelope Pajier,

i.j Enrolling Paper,
5 Bottles Carmine Ink, j

4 Bubbers, 4

4 Board Cards, '

15 Dozen Lead Pencils,

1 Paper Cutter.

L. Beehel,
Sergeant-at-Arms.

"VMiich was received and 200 copies or-

dered to be printed, the pages to be 95

printed lines in length, and 36 ems wide.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS.

The amendment of Mr. Brown to article

81, majority rej^ort, being under consider-

ation.

Mr. McMillen was called to the chair.

Mr. Pinclibaek moved to lay the amend- i

48

16

400

460
32

Making a sum total of $3,122

The above amounts are based on the
-3*ates and measures fixed by the ordinance
3'elative to printing, p issed by this Con-
vaution, December 17, 18G7.

W. J.^SPEE BliACKBt'KN,
Chairioan Committee on Printing.

I certify that this is a correct copy of the
jjydoes agreed on by the Committee on
i'riuting. Geo. W. Madee,

Clerk of Committee.

•iliave the following on hand:
7j-o Beams Congress Cap,
2 Beams Letter,

1 Beam Legal.
4 Boxes Large Envelopes,
:5 Boxes Letter Envelopes,
-9 Bottles of Ink,
6 Check Cutters,

-7 Soi-apers,

! meut of Mr. Brown on the table.

Adopted—ayes 46, nays 41—as follows:

Yeas: Antoine, Baker, Barrett, Belden,
Bertonneau, Blackburn, Blandin, Bonsei-
gneur, Bonnefoi, Burrel, Cooley, Crawford,
Dearing, Damarest, Douglass, Duplessis,
Edward, Fuller, Ferguson, G-air, Harris,
Hempstead, Hiestand, Ingraham, T. Isa-

belle, Kelso, Landers, J. B. Lewis, E. Le"w-
is, Ludeling, Massicot, McLeran, McMUlen,
Newsham, Oliver, Packard, Pinchback,
Eeese, Snider, Steele, Tinchant, T-witchell,

Underwood, Vandergriff, Waples, Wilson

—

46 ayes.

Nays: Brown, Butler, Crane, Cromwell,
Depasseau, P. G. Deslonde, Donato, G.
Duparte, U. Dupart, Francois, Gardiner,
Guichard, Plarper, B. H. Isabelle, Jones,
Lange, Leroy, Marie, Meadows, Morris,
Moses, Murrel, Mushaway, Myers, Pierce,

Poindexter, Pollard, Reagan, Eiard, Biggs,
Roberts, Rodriguez, Schwab, Smith, Scott,

Thiliaut, Valfroit, Yidal, Wickliffe, Wil-
liams—41 nays.

The question recurring uj^on Mr. Pack-

ard's amendment.

Mr. Cooley moved to amend it by sub-

stituting :

In the parish of Orleans the Criminal
Coui-t shall have exclusive original jurisdic-

tion in criminal cases; the Probate Court
shall have exclusive original jurisdiction Lu

probate matters; the Court of Appeals from
justices of the peaco shall have appellate

jurisdiction of appeals from justices of the

peace; the other district courts shall kavQ
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-original jurisdiction in all civil cases, probate
cases excepted.

Mr. Waples moved to lay the amendment
of Mr. Cooley on tlie table.

Adopted.

Mr. Waples moved to lay the amendment
of Mr. Packard on the table.

Lost—ayes 11, nays 67—as follovrs:

Yeas: Barrett, CraAvford, Dearing, De-
marest, Fuller, Ferguson, J. B. Lewis,
Snider, Steele, Waples, AVickliffe—11.
Nays: C. C. Antoine, Baker, Belden,

Bertonneau, Blackburn, Blandin, Bonsei-
gneur, Bonnefoi, Brown, Burrel, Butler,

Crane, Cromwell, P. G. Deslonde, Donato,
Douglass, G. Dujiarte, U. Dupart, Duples-
sis, Esnard, Francois, Gair, Gardiner, Gui-
chard. Harper, Hempstead, Hiestand, In-

graham, R. H. Isabelle, Thos. IsabeUe,
Kelso, Lange, Leroy, LeAvis, Richards,
Frederick Marie, Massicot, Meadows, Mc-
Leran, McMillen, Morris, Moses, Murrel,
Mushaway, Myers, Newsham, J. C. Oliver,

Packard, Pierce, Pinchback, Poindexter,
Pollard, Reagan, Reese, Riard, Riggs,
Rodriguez, Schwab, Smith, Scott, Thibaut,
Twitchell, Underwood, Valfroit, Yander-
griff, Vidal, Williams, Henderson, Wilson

—

67 nays.

Mr. Wickliife moved to amend by strik-

ing out "inferior" and inserting '•dis-

trict."

Adopted.

Mr. Packard's amendment, as amend-

ed, was adopted.

The question recurring upon article 81,

as amended.

Mr. Crane moved to amend by striking

out in article 81, after the word "for," in

third line, to the word "Senate," in the

eighth line, and inserting "four years, and
for each district coiu-t, one Judge, learned

in law, shall be elected by and for their

respective districts by a lilurahty of the

qualified electors for members of the Gen-
eral Assembly, at the election thereof?

next preceding the expiration of the terms

of the Judges, respectively."

The Chair decided the amendment to be
out of order.

Mr. Crane appealed.

Pending the decision of which, the Con-

vention took a recess till 6 p. m.

Mr. Crane having the floor.

At the expiration of the recess the Con-
Tention reassembled, and there being no

quorum, adjoiu'ned till to-morrow at 11

A. M.

A true fopy:
WM. YIGERS, Secretary.

FORTY-SECOND DAY.
New 0ele.^-s, Saturday, Jan. 18, 1868.

The Convention met pursuant to ad-
journment, and was called to order by th®
President at 11 a. >x.

The roU was called and the following

members answered to their names:

President J. G. Taliaferro, Messrs. Ba-i
ker, Barrett. Belden, Bertonneau, Blaok-
biu-n, Blandin, Brown, Burrel, Butler,
Cooley, Crane, Cromwell, Dearing, De-
marest, Depasseau, P. G. Deslonde, Do-
nato, Douglass, G. Duparte. U. Dupart,
Duplessis, Edward, Esnard, Francois, Ful-
ler, Ferguson, Gair, Gardiner, Guichard,
Haii^er, Harris, Hempstead, Hiestand,
Ingraham, R. H. IsabeUe, Thomas Isa-
beUe; Jones, Kelso, Landers, Lange,
Leroy, J. B. Lewis, R. Lewis, Meadows,
McLeran, McMiUen, MoitIs, Moses, Mur-
rel, Mushaway, Myers, Newsham, Oliver,
Packard, Pierce, Reagan, Reese, Riggs,
Roberts, Rodriguez, Snaer, Scott, Snidei,
Steele, Thibaut, Twitchell, Underwood,
Valfroit, Vandergriff, Vidal, Wickliffe, Wil-
hams, Wilson.—74 members present.

Prayer by the Rev. Jos. Fisk.

The minutes were read and adopted.

ORIGDsAIi KESOLniONS.

By Mr. McMiUen:
Rf;soh:ed. That hereafter the regular daily

sessions (Sundays excepted) of the Con-
vention shall be from 10 o'clock A. m, to 4
p. M.. unless otherwise ordered by a ma-
jority of the members present.

Mr. McMiUen moved to suspend the

rules to place the resolution on its final

passage.

Adopted.

Mr. Vidal moved to amend by substitut-

ing "3 p. M." for "4 p. 11."

Laid on the table.

The resolution was adopted—ayes 74,

nays 4—as foUows :

Yeas: Antoine, Barret, Bertonneau, Blan-
din, Bonnefoi, Burrel. Butler, Cooley,
Crane, Crawford, CromweU, Cuney, Dear-
ing Damarest, Depasseau, P. G. Deslonde,
Donato, Douglass, G. Duparte, U. Dupart,
Duplessis, Edward, E;-inard, FuUer, Fergu-
son, Guir, Gardiner, Guichard, Harper,
Harris, Hempstead, Hiestand, Ingrahaim,
R. H. Isabelle, Thos. Lsabeile, Kelso, Imk-
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ders, Lauge. Leiv)y, J. B. Lewis, E. Lewis,
Ludeling, Lyiieli, Mta*ie, Massicot, Mea-
dows, MeLeraii, McMilleii, Morris, ]N'oses,

Musliawiiy, Myers, Ne^\sham, Oliver, Pa^k-
ai'd, Pierce, i'iiichljack, rollard* Eeagan,
Koberts, RoiTriguez, Snuer. Scon, Snider,

Steele, Tliibaiit, Twitclu-il, Underwood,
Valfroit, A'aiidergriff', Wai)les, Wicldifte,

Williams, '\^'ils()n—ayes 74.

Nays: Francois, Mnrrel. Pieose, Piggs

—

jflays i.

BEPOETS ol-- STANinNG eoMMrrTFJ':S.

Committee on Printing—No report.

Committee on Enrollment—No report.

Committee on Contingent Expenses—No
leport.

,srK( 'I AL I 'I );mmixtees.

The special committee appointed to con-

fer with the authorities in reference to the

Tax Ordinance, through Mr. McMillen, its

chairman, reported progress.

The special committee ai>pointrd to con-

fer with till* Grneral commanding, with

reference to the pay of Commissioners of

Elections, snl)mitted the following com-

mnnication from headtpiarters. Fifth Mili-

tary District

:

Gentlemjin—Major Gi-m-ral Hancock di-

rects me to s;i\-, ill n-ference to the matter
of the pay of tlu- ( 'Ommis^icniers for the
late elections held thronghout this State,

that he has ri'ccive<l a I'ommuuication on
that subject from Major (reneral Sheridan.
formerly comiaandin.i;- this District (to

whom he n^Vri-cd tiic (piestion, with a

request that ht- would inform him as to

his views in tin- piemises), \\hirh he states

that it was his iutentiim to have ])aid the
said. Commi.ssif.u.rs fvojji tlif IJeconstruc-

tion fund.
Gen. Hancock, therefore, instructs nu- to

state that he will direct the said Ct)mmis-
sioners to lie paid out of the Kecon-
sttruction fund, upon their ai-counts being
properly ap) rov'-(l and pve8ented nt this

office.

[Signed] W. G. MrrcHELr,.
Secretary Civil Aftairs.

( N Fl MSHEI> Br.SIXESS.

The api^eal of ;Mr. Crano from the de-

cision of the Chair being in order, the de-

eision of thf: Chair was rever.sed.

Ayes 32, nays i'Pi, as follow.s:

Yeas: Antoinc, Barrett, Belden, Berton-
neau, Blandin. Cooley, Crawford, Cimey,
Bearing, Dennncst, Douglass, I)uplessis,

Edward, Harris Hempstead, Hiest^md, In-
graliam, Kelso, Landers, J. B. Lewis, Lu-
d^Uttg: JicLemn, Pinchbackj Eeese. Supci-.

Snider, Steele, Tinchant, TwitchcU, Un-
derwood, Yidal, AVaples—82 yeas.

Nays : Bonnefoi, Brown, Burrel, Butler,
Crane, Dei)asseau, P. G. Deslonde, Douato,
G. Duparte. U. Dupart, Esnard, Francois,
Gair, Gardiner, Harper, E. H. Isabelle,

Lange, Leroy, E. LeAvis, Marie, Meadows,
IMorris, Moses, Murrel, Mnshaway, Myers,
Newsham. Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Poin-
dexter, I'ollard, Eeagan, Riggs, Eodriguez,
Schwal), Smith, Scott, Thibaut, Yalfroit,

Wicklili'e, Williams. Wilsun

—

i'd nays.

The question rix-uiring i;pon the amend-
ment of Mr. Crane, it was adopted—ayes

ii, nays 32—as folloAvs:

Ayes: Bonnefoi, Brown, Butler, Crane,
Cromwell, Dei>asseau, P. G. Deslonde,
Donato, G. Duparte, U. Dupart, Esnard,
Francois, Gair, Gardiner, Harper, E. H.
Lsal)elle, Lange, Leroy. Marie, Meadows,
Morris, Moses, Murrel. Mushawaj-, Myers,
Newsham, Pierce, I'oindexter, Pollard,
Eeagan, Eiard. Eiggs, Eodriguez. Schw-ab,
Smith, Snaer, Scott. Thibaut, Tinchant,
Valfroit, Yidal, AYicklifte, AVilliams, Wilson.
H ayes.

Nay.s: Antoine, Barrett, Belden, Berton-
neau, Cooley. Crawford, Cuney, Demarest,
D(^u;.;lass. Du])lessis, Ferguson, Harris,
Henqtstead, Hiestand, Ingraham, Kelso,
Landers. J. B. Lewis, E. Lewis, Ludeling-
McMillen.^rcLeran, Oliver. S. B. Packard;
Piiichback, Eee.se, Snider, Steele, Twitcliell,

XTuderwood. Yandergritt', ^Yaplcs—32 nays.

The question ri>curring upon the adcq?-

tion of :u'ticle Si, majority n-port, as

amended, and reailing as follows;

Akt. JS:'). The Lr-gi.slature shall divide the
State into judicial districts, which shall re-

main unchanged for four years, and for each
district court. i>iie .Tud,i;e, learned in the law,

shall be elected Ijv and for their respective dis-

tricts by :t pluiality uf the qualified electors

tor members of tlie General .\ssembly. at

the ele<-tii)n tlno'cof next ]m-eeding the ex-

piration of the terms of the said Judges, re-

spectively. For each distnct there shall

be ore district court, except in the
parish of Orleans, in which the Legislature

may establish as many district courts as the

public interest may require. Until otherwise
provided, there shall lie .seven district courts

for the parish of Orleans, to be designated
as follows; The Ci'iminal Court, the Pro-
bate Court, tlie Court of Appeals from
Justices" courts, and the Fourth. Fifth, Sixth
and Seventh District Courts. The num-
ber of districts shall not be less than
twelve nor more than twenty. The clerks of

the district courts .shall be elected by the

qualified electe»rs of their several distiicts,

and shall hold their oflice for four years.
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The ayes and nays were ordered and the

roll was called.

At tlie conclusion of the call, and before

the i-esult was announced, on motion of Mr.

Waplcs, the Sergeant-at-Ai-ms was ordered

to bring in absent members, pending which

the Convention adjourned until Monday at

11 A. H.

A true copy:

WM. VIGEES, Secretary.

FOETY-THIRD DAY.
New Orleans, Monday, Jan. 20, 18GS.

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn-

ment, and was called to order by the Presi-

dent at 11 A. M.

The roll was called and the following

members answered to their names

:

President J. G. Taliaferro, Messrs. Baker,
Bonseignenr, Bonuefoi, BroAvn, Burrel, But-
ler, Crane, Cromwell, Cuney, Deariug,
Depasseau, Deslonde P. G., Douglass,
Duplessis, Edward, Francois, Fuller, Fer-
guson, Ciair, Guifhard, Harper, Harris,

Hempstead, Hiestand, Ingraham, Isabelle

T., Jones, Kelso, Landers, Lange. Leroy,
Lewis J. B., Lewis R., Lynch, Meadows.
McMillen, Morris, 3Ioses, Murrel, Mush-
away, Myers, Oliver, Packard. Pierce,

Poindexter, Pollard, Eeagan, Eeese, Eiggs,
Eoberts, Eodriguez, Smith, Scott, Snider,
Thibaut, Underwood, A'andergrift', AVaples,
Wicldiffe, "Williams—61 members present.

The minutes were read and adopted.

Prayer by the Eev. Jos. Fisk.

OKIGIXAL KESOLTTIOXS.

Mr. Waples offered the following motion:

A warrant for $1102 having been issued
to B. Bloomfield k Co., on the 19th of De-
cember, 18G7, without the authority of the
Convention, and in advance of any action
upon the bills of the said firm, I move that
payment of said warrant be stoi)ped, and
that the President, Secretary and Warrant
Clerk, be directed to forward communica-
tion, signed hx them, to the Auditor and
Treasiirer of the State, giving said officers

official notice of tlu' fact that payment of
.said amoiint is st-'pned.

Adoi^ted.

By Mr. Cronnvell

:

"Wheeeas, This Convention is assembled
to form a Constirnrionid and State gorern-
ment to be ratified by the qualified electors
of Louisiana; therefore,

Ijh it ordaii'-'fJ hij the. poopJe of Lonifili/na

ill Convention a. .'.,:iiihle(1, Tliat no municipal
election for the citv of New Orleans sliall

be held on the same day as that of the
ratification of the Constitution for the
State of Louisiana.
The General Assembly, at its first ses-

sion, under this Constitution, shall provide
by law for municipal elections under the
City Charter of Orleans.

Lies over.

Mr. Moses moved that no member shall

be allowed to go out of tlie Convention

after the roll has been called, except by

I
leave of the President.

I Laid on the table.

j

KEPORTS OF STANDINCi COMMITTEES.

' Committee on Printing—No report,
i Committee on Enrollment—No report.

j

Committee on Contingent Expenses—No
reijort.

I SPECT.AL committees.
1

j

Mr. "Waples moved to adopt the resolu-

j

tions reported by the Special Committee oa
Contingent Expenses.

Mr. McMillen moved to jjostpone and

make them the special order for to-morrow

at G o'clock.

Adopted.

t'XFIXISHED BUSINESS.

The absent members recorded their votes

upon the amendment pending at the last

adjournment.

And the result of the vote was announced

as follows:

Ayes 52, nays 39.

Ayes: Bonseij>neur, B(;nnefoi, Brown,
Burrel, Butler, Crane, CromweD, Depas-
seau, P. G. Deslonde, Donato, G. Du-
parte, U. Dupart, Esnard, Francois, Gair,

Gardiner, Guichard, Harper, Harris, E. H.
Isabelle, Jones, Lange, Leroy, E. Lewis,
Marie, Meadows, Morris, Moses, Murrel,
Mushaway, Myers, Newsham, Pierce,Pinch-
back, Poindexter, Pollard, Eeagan, Eiard,

j

Eiggs, Eoberts, Eodriguez. Schwab, Smith,

j

Snaer, Scott, Thibaut, Yalfroit, Vidal,

I

"Wickliffe. "Williams, "\Yilson— 52 ayes.

Nays : Antoine, Baker, Barrett, Belden,

j

Bertonueau, Blackburn, Blandin, Cooley,
Crawford, Cuney, Dearing, Damarest,
Douglass, Duplessis, Edward, Fuller, Fer-
guson, Hempstead, Hiestand, Ingraham,
Thos. Isabelle, Kelso, Landers, J. B.

I

Lewis, Ludeling, Lynch. "Massicot, Mc-
' Leran, McMillen, Oliver, Packard, Eees-e,

Snider, Steele, Tinchant, Twitchell, Uu-
derwood, Yandeigriff. AVaples—39 nays.

And the article, as amended, and read-

ing as follows, was adopted;
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Aet. 83. The Legislature shall divide the
fetate into judicial districts, which shaJl re-

main unchanged for four years, and for

each District Court, one judge, learned in

law, shall be elected by and for their re-

spective district-s by a plurality of the quali-

fied electors tor members of the General
Assembly, at the election thereof next
preceding the expiration of the terms of

the Judge, respectively. For each district

there shall be one district court, except in
the parish of Orleans, in which the Legis-
lature may establish as many district courts
as the public interest may require. Until
other-wise provided, there shall be seven
district courts for the parish of Orleans, to

be designated as follows: The Criminal
Court, the Probate Court, the Court of Ap-
peals from justices' courts, and the Foui'th,

Fifth, Sixth and Seventh District Courts.
The number of districts in the State shall

not be less than twelve nor more than twenty.
The clerks of the district courts shall be
elected by the qualified electors of their
l-espective districts, and shall hold theii'

©ffice for four 3'ears.

By Mr. Blandin:

Article 82, majority report, amended by
striking out "six" and inserting "foixr" in
12th line.

Mr. Wickliffe moved to amend by srik-

ing oiit all from the 7th to the 10th line,

inclusive, and inserting after the words

''United States,"' "and of this State."

Mr. Smith moved to amend by adding,

"shall not l)e eligible to any other office of

emoluments or trust during the term for

which he may be elected, and for one year

thereafter."

The prcATLOus (question was moved and
geoonded by a majority of the delegates.

The ayes and nays were demanded.

And the amendment by Mr. Blandin was

adopted— ayes 47, nays 36—as follows:

Yeas: Baker, Blackburn, Blandin, Bon-
seigneur, Bonnefoi, Brown, Burrel, Butler,
Crane, Cromwell, Cuney, P. G. Deslonde,
Donato, G. Duparte, U. Dupart, Guichard,
Hanis, R. H. Isabelle, Jones, Lange,
Marie, Massicot, Meadows, McLeran, Mor-
ris, Moses, Murrel, OHver, Packard, Pierce,
Pinchback, Poiudexter, Pollard, Eeagan,
Eiggs, Rodriguez, Schwab, Smith, Snaer,
Scott, Thibaut, Underwood, Yalfroit,

Tidal, Wicklifte, Williams, "Wilson—47
ayes.

Nays: Antoine, Barrett, Bertonneau, Coo-
ley, Crawford, Dearing, Damarest, Depas-
seau, Douglass, Duple«sis, Edward. Esuard,
Fuller, Ferguson, Gair, Harper, Hiestand,

Ingraham. Isabelle T.. KeLso, Landers, Le-
roy, Le-ftds J. B., Lewis E., LudeHng, Mar-
tin, McMillen, Mushaway, Myers, New-
sham, Riard, Roberts, Snider, Steele, Twit-
chell, Waples—30 nays.

The question recuiTing ujDon the amend-
ment of Mr. Wickliffe, it was lost—ayes 31,

nays 53—as follows:

Yeas: Burrel, Butler. Cooley, Crane,
Cromwell, Donato, G. Duparte, U. Dupart,.
Esnai-d, Francois, Gardiner, Guichard,
Hari^er, Harris, Landers, Lange, Marie,
Massicot, Morris, Pierce, Reagan, Riggs,
Rodriguez, Schwab, Snaer, TwitcheU,
Valfroit, Vidal, Wickliffe, WiUiams, AVil-

son, Henderson—32 yeas.

Nays : Antoine, Baker, Barrett, Bert6n-
neau, Blackburn, Blandin, Bonseigneiir,
Bonnefoi, Brown, Crawford, Cimey, Dear-
ing, Demarest, Deslonde P. G., Douglass,
Duplessis, Edward, Fuller, Ferguson, Gair,
Hiestand, Ingraham, Isabelle R. H., Isa-

I

beUe Thos., Jones, Kelso, Leroy, Lewis

j

J. B., Lewis R., Ludeling, Martin, Mc-
Leran, McMillen, Moses, Murrel, Mush-
away, Myers, Newsham, Oliver, Packard,

I

Pincicback, Poindexter, Pollard, Riard,

!
Roberts, Smith, Scott, Snider, Steele,

Thibaut, Underwood, Vandergi-iff, Wa-
l)les—53.

The question recurring upon the amend-
ment of Mr. Smith.

It was lost.

The question recurring upon the motiom

to adopt article 82, as amended, and read-

ing as follows

:

Aet. 84. Each of said Judges shall re-

ceive a salary to be fixed by law, which
shall not be increased or diminished during
his term of oflice, and shall never be less

than five thousand dollars. He must be a
citizen of the United States, over the age
of t-\^-enty-five years, and have resided in

the State and j^racticed law therein for the
space of two years next i^receding his a^jpoint-

ment. The Judges of the district coirrt

shaU hold their office for the term of four
years.

It was adopted—ayes 52, nays 34—as fol-

lows :

Yeas: Antoine, Baker, Blandin, Bon-
seigneur, Bonnefoi, Brown, Butler, Crane,
P. G. Deslonde, G. Dui^arte, U. Dupart,
Esuard, Francois, Gardiner, Guichard,

j

Harper, Hiestand, Ingraham, R. H. Isa-

belle, Jones, Lange, Landers, Leroy, Lu-
deling, Marie, Massicot, Meadows, McLe-
ran, McMillen, Morris, Moses, Murrel,

;

Newsham, Oliver, Packard, Pinchback,
i Poindexter, Pollard, Riggs, Rodriguez,
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Snaer, Smith, Thibaut, Twitehtll, Under-
wood, Valfroit, Vidal, Wickliife, Williams,

Wilson—52 ayes.

Nays: Barrett, Bertonneau, Blackburn,

EuiTel, Cooley, Crawford, Cromwell, Cuney,
Bearing, Damarest, Depasseau, Donato,
Douglass, Duplessis, Edward, Fuller, Fer-

guson, Gair, Harris, Kelso, J. B. Lewis, K.

Lewif , Martin, Mushaway, Myers, Pierce,

Reagan, Reese, Riard, Roberts, Schwab,
Scott, Snider, Steele, Vandergriff, Waples

—

34 nays.

Mr. Crane moved to reconsider the vote

last taken.

Mr. Waples moved to lay the motion to

reconsider on the table.

Lost.

The motion to reconsider prevailed.

Mr. Crane moved to amond by striking

out "appointment," and inserting "elec-

tiou."

Adopted—nyes 64, nays 16—as follows

:

, Yeas: Antoine, Baker, Blackburn. Blan-
din, Bonseigueur, Bonnefoi, Brown, Bur-
rel, Butler, Crane, Cromwell, Cuney, P. G.
Deslonde, Donato, G. Duparte, U. Dupart,
Esnard, Francois, Gair, Gardiner, Gui-
chard. Harper, Harris, Hiestand, R. H.
Isabelle, Thos. Isal)elle, Jones, Landers,
Lange, Leroy, R. Lewis, Marie, Martin,
Massicot, Meadows, McMillen, Morris,
Moses, Murrel, MushaAvay, Myers, NeA\^-

sham, Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Pincliback,
Poindexter, Pollard, Reagan, Riggs,
Roberts, Rodi'iguez, Schwab, Smith, Snaer,
Scott, Thibaiit, Twitchell, Underwood, Yal-
froit, Vidal, Wickliffe, Williams, Wilson—
64 ayes.

Nays: Barrett, Crawford, Bearing, De-
marest, Du^jlessis, Edward, Fuller, Fergu-
son, Hempstead, Kelso, J. B. Lewis, Lude-
ling, Reese, Snider, Steele, Waples—16
nays.

The article a« amended, and reading as

follows, was adopted—ayes 65, nays 16

:

Art. 84. Each of said Judges shall re-

ceive a salary to be fixed by law, which
shall not be increased or diminished during
his term of office, and shall never be less

than five thousand dollars. He must be a
citizen of the United States, over the age
of twenty- five years, and have resided in

the State and practiced law therein for the
space of two years next preceding his elec-

tion. The Judges of the District Court
shall hold their office for the term of four
years.

Yeas: Antoine, Baker, Blackburn, Blau-
din, Bonstigneur, Bonnefoi, Brown, Bur-
rel, Butlei', Crane, Cromwell, Bepasseau,

BeslondeP. G., Buparte G., Dupart IT., D->
nato, Edward, Esnard, Francois, Gair, Gai-
diner,Guichard, Harper, Harris, Hempstea^l,
Hiestand, Ingraham, Isabelle R. H., Isii-

beUe Thos,, Jackson, Jones, LandeiSj
Lange, Leroy, Lewis R., Marie, Mai-tin^ ,

Meadows, McLeran, Morris, Moses, Mm-
rel,"' Mushaway, Myers, Piickard, Pierce, .

Pinchback, Poindexter, Pollard, Reag-aj^^
Riggs, Roberts, Rodriguez. Schwab, Snaitb^ ,

Snaer, Scott, Thibaut, Twite-hell, Under-
wood, Valfroit, Vidal, Wickhfie, WUliamsv

,

Wilson—65 yeas,

Naj's: Barrett, Bertonneau, d'awfoicliy

Cuney, Bearing, Bemarest, Duplessis, Ful-
ler, Kelso, Lewis J. B. , Ludeling, McMil-
len, Reese, Riard, Snider, Waples

—

IC-

nays.

Mr. Hemi)stead moved to reconsider the

vote just taken.

Laid on the table.

By Mr. Pinchback:

Article 83, majority report, reading aS'

follows

:

Aet. 85. The district courts shall Tiava-

original jurisdiction in all civil cases, rtofc

[probate, when the amoiiut in dispute e^s-

j

ceeds live hundred dollars, exclusive of in-
terest. They shall have concurrent jmis-

[

diction with the parish courts, in i)i'ob«ite

' matters, when there exists a contestation,

j

and the amount in dispute is over five him.-

I
dred dollars, exclusive of interest. In eiiroi-

I

nal cases their jurisdiction shall be unlimit-

j

ed. Tliey shall have appellate jurisdiction?.

j

in civil ordinary suits, when the amount ists

dispute exceeds one hundred dollars, exclci-

sive of interest.

Mr. HemiDstead moved to amend 1>7

striking out "five" and inserting "tliroo,,''

Laid on the table.

The article was adopted.

Mr. Underwood moved to adopt aiiicltr

94, minority report.

Mr. Smith moved to ainend by strikir/^,

out all, after the word "article," and m-
serting article 84, majority report.

Mr. Cooley was called to the chair.

Mr. Crane moved to amend the ameKf?*

ment of Mr. Smith, as follows

:

For each parish court, one Judge, lenioietS'

in the law, shall he elected by a phu-a}i%
of the qualified electors of each parish lor
members of the General Assembly at ih&
election next preceding the expiraticit^

of the terms of said Parish Judges respect-

ively. Said Judges shall hold their office.

for the term of four years, etc.

Mr. Hempstead moved to amend artjeJg
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lU. by striking out the words "learned ment, and was called to order by the Presi-

iii the law" and ''shall have practised dent at 10 a. m.

Liw iu the State Uvo years next preceding The roU was called and the foUoTfsing

luH election." ; members answered to their names:

Mr. Smith withdrew his substitute. ' J. G. Taliaferro, President; Messrs. Bar-

Mr. Bertouneau moved to lay the amend- ;

I'^tt, Blandiu, Bouseigneur, Bonnefoi,

me-ut of Mr. Hempstead on the table

Lost.

The amendment was adopted.

The question recurring upon the adop-

tion of article 94, minority report, as

atae-nded, and reading as foUows:

Art. 8C. For each parish coiirt one Judge 1 Marie, Martin, Massicot,
Tjliall be elected by the qualitied electors of

|

McLei-an, Morris, Moses,

I

Brown, Burrel, Butler, Cooley. Crane,
Cromwell, Bearing, Depasseau, Deslonde
P. G., Douglass, Duparte G., DujDart
U., Duplessis, Edward, Francois, Fuller,
Ferguson, Gair, Gardiner, Guichard, Har-
per, Harris, Hemi^stead, lugraham, Isa-
belle E. H., Jones, Kelso, Landers, Lange,
Leroy, Lewis J. B. , Lewis R. , Ludeling,

Meadows,
MushawaT,

ffbe i^arish. They shall hold their offices Myers, Newsham, Oliver, Packard, Pierce,
ior the term of two years. They shall re-

j
Poindexter, Pollard, Reagan, Reese, Riai-d'.

ci'ive a salary, and fees to be provided by
i Riggs, Rodriguez, Smith, Scott, Snider,

law—until otherwise provided. Each parish
! Twitehell, Underwood, Valfroit, Vander-

Judg-e shall receive a salary of one thousand gi-iff, Wajiles, Wickliffe, Williams, Wilson-
two hundred dollars per annum, and such

|

69 members present
fees as are now estabhshed by law for

-clerks of courts. He shaU be a citizen of i -ir /-i ti n -i , • , .

the United States.
^^^'^ <^i-oniwell caUed up his resolution

It was adopted-ayes 49, nays 20-as l^^^g o^^'^^' ^'^'^^ J^^^^^^^T 20, as follows:

follows:
' Wheee.vs, This Convention is assembled

xr / x»i 1
> T> -n 1 r( to form a Constitutional and State ":overn-leas: Blaekourn, Brown. Burrel, Crane, „,^,. .^ i,„ „„.-4.„,t . ,-, ^-r. i °, ^

--, 11 13 /-. T. 1 1 TA i. /~i -nw uient to be ratiiied by the qualmed electors
C-roiuwell, P. G. Deslonde, Doiiato, G. Du- ' - - -

. - v i

parte, U. Dupart, Du])lessis, Francois, Gair,

The minutes Avere read and adopted.

Cfardiner, Giiichard, Harper, Harris, Hemp-
-Btea.d, Ingraham, E. H. Isabelle, Jackson,
Joues, Landers, Lange, Leroy, J. B. Lewis,
Marie, Martin, Meadows, McLeran, Morris,
JMc^es, Mushaway, Oliver, Packard, Pierce,

Poindexter, Pollard, Reagan, Reese, Riggs,
Eodriguez, Schwab, Scott, Tvdtchell, Val-
froit, Vidal, Wicklitfe. Williams, Wilson—
49 ayes.

.iS'ay.s: Antoine. Baker, Barrett, Berton-
Jienii, Blandiu, Bonnefoi, Cooley, Crawford,
Cuuey, Dearing, Douglass, Esuard, Fuller,

Ferguson, Thos. Isabelle, Kelso, Ludeling,
McMiUeu, Eiard, Snider—20 nays.

Ml-. Twitehell moved to reconsidw the

wotc last taken.

The motion was laid on the table.

Mr. McMillen moved to adopt article 85

•o! the majority report.

Mr. Crane moved to amend by striking

•:Qnt thirtieth and thirty-tirst lines.

Pending its consideration, the Conven-

4ion adjourned until to-morrow at 11 a. m.

A true copy:

'WM. VIGEES, Secretary.

FOETY-FOUETH DAY.
Xew Okleans. Tuesday, Jan. 21, 18G8.

of Louisiana; therefore.

Be if ordained b>/ the people of LovisinHa in

Convention assembled, That no municipal
election for the city of Ncav Orleans shall
be held on the same daj' as that of the rati-

fication of the Constitution for the State of
Louisiana.
The General Assembl}', at its first session,

shall provide by law for municipal electious
under the City Charter of Orleans.

Mr. Blandin moved to \&j it on the table.

Adopted.

Mr. Ludeling moved to reconsider the

vote.

Adoi>ted.

Mr. Gair moved to lay on the table.

Adoi)ted.

OKIGDvAL EESOLtTTIOXS.
By Mr. Cooley:

Be it ordainedhy the Constitutional Conven-
tion of the State of Louisiana, That the pen-
alty of twenty-five per cent, as an addition-
al tax upon the tax of one mill, levied by
this Convention by the ordinance of Jan-
uary 4, 1868, and the additional penalty
of two and one-half per cent, mentioned iu
said ordinance, shall not be exacted until

the 15th of February, 1868, when the tax
collectors of the city of New Orleans, right
bank, and jjarish of Jefferson, shall exact
the first penalty of twenty-five per cent, ou

The Convention met inirsuant to adjourn- ' the original tax levied and for eveiy tea
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days after said 15tli Eebruary, they shall ; Was adopted.

exact a further penalty of two and a half Bv Mr. Underwood :

percent, on said orioiual tax of one mill. .',- , ^.. ...
, •,.

t, , ,, . .1 ° T 1 n 1 I

Article 8b, maiontv reriort, reudm;^- a?
But nothing in this ordinance shall l)*?

I . ,,
j .. ^ '

o

construed to repeal the last section of said fallows:

ordiniince of the 4th January, 1868, indi- Akt. 88. In all probate matters when
eating the summary manner of collecting

; the amount in dispute shall exceed five
the tax of one mill.

j

hundred dollars, exclusive of interest, the

Lies over.
i

appeal shall be directly from the parish t©

Mr. Ingi-aham moved that the Auditor of i

^^« Supreme Court.

Accounts is hereby requested to inform this
;

^^' ^^^"-'^^ ^'^^ adopted.

Convention, officially, of the amount of tax
;

^J ^^^'- Blandin:

received by him for the benefit of this i

^

Ai-ticle 87, majority report, reading as

Convention, and to whom he has paid any ^'^^^^^^^"

portion of said tax. !
Art. 89. The justices of the peace shall

Adopted
I

^® elected by the electors of each parish,

I

in the manner to be jirovidcd bv the Gen-
EEPOKTS OF STANDING coMmTTEES.

j

eral Assembly. They shall hold office for

Committee on Printing—No report. ^^^e term of two years and theii- compen-
m, ^ ... ,, ,. , -r,

I sation shall be fixed bv law. Their niris-
The Comittee on Contingent Expenses

; ^^i^,^.,^^^ .^^ ^.-^.-^ cases shaU not exceed one
presented a bill from the Gas Company, I hundred dollars, exclusive of interest, sub-

which, on motion, was referred to a speciaL jeet to an appeal to the parish court, in all

committee to be appointed bv the Chair. ' ca«es when the amount in dispute shall

. .,• f T\r"^Arii exceed tM"entY-five dollars, exclusive of in-A communication from Mr. 3iadden was . ^ mi "
i n i i • • i

. tcresj. ihev shall have such criminal
ordered to be returned to him.

I jurisdiction as shall be provided by law.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS. i
Which was adopted.

The amendment of Mr. Crane was laid By Mr. Blandin

:

on the table. Article 88, majority report, reading as

Article 8-j, majority report, reading as follows:

follows: Akt. 90. In any case when the Judge
Art. 87. The parish courts shall have may be recused, and when he is not per-

concurrent jurisdiction with the justices sonally interested in the matters in coiitest-

of the peace in all cases when the amount ation. he shall select a hnvyer, having the
in controversy is more than twenty-five dol- qualifications- required for Judges of the
lars, and less than one hundred dollars, ex- courts, to try such cases. And wlien the
elusive of interest. They shall have exclu- Judge, is personally interested iii the suit,

' sive original jurisdiction, in ordinary suits, he shall call upon the iiarisli or district

in all cases when the amount in dispute ex- Judge as the case may be, to try the case.

ceeds one hundred dollars and does not ex- ^r^ ri^.i^ , , ,,n^,i +^ *.i.^ ^v„-
-, ^ 1 11T1I i-ii Mr. Looley was called to the chair,

ceed five hundred dollars; suliject to an ap- _ ^ ^. '

peal to the district court, in ail cases when i

^^^"^ Underwood moved to amend by

the amount in contestation exceeds one striking out the word "lawyer," and iu-

hundred doUars, exclusive of interest. In
,
serting the wt rl "person."

probate matters, they shall Inive concurrent
; Mr.^Hiestand moved to amend bv insert-

]un.sdiction with district courts m all cases ; . ,
i < • + u- f "

when there exists a contestation or suit and !

"^^' *^^*^ ^'^^"^^ 'intelligent,

the amount in dispute exeeeds five hundred ^Ii'- Barrett moved to amend by inserting

dollars. In all other cases they shall have
! the word " male."

exclusive original jurisdiction 'in probate
|

m^., Q^ir moved to lay the pendinsr
matters. In criminal matters the parish i t x j.i x i i

"

court shall have jurisdiction it all cases h^"^^^^^^""^^*'^
°^^ ^1^^^^^^^^^-

when the penalty is not necessiiily impris- '

Adopted.

oument at hard labor, ordciclu and when . And the article as re}>orted was adopted,
the accused shall Avaive trial b>' jury. They- gy ^yjr. Underwood:
shall also have the power of a ^uvamitting: .",. , of, • •, , t ^^_,„•,, , ^ ^, ,1 ...... o Article 89, maiority report, reading as
magistrate, and such other pi si -..action as

i

' j j i '
o

may be conferred on them by Ltw. There follows :

shall be no trial by jury befo.-c the parish Akt. 91. The General Assembly shall

courts. I have power to vest in the parish Judges tka
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right to grant sucli orders and to do such
acts as may be deemed necessary for the
furtherance of the adiuinistiatiou of justice,

and in all cases the ijower thus granted
shall be specified and determined.

Which was adoj^ted.

i By Mr. Underwood:

Article 100, minority report, reading as

follows

:

The question recurring upon the substi-

tute of Mr. Wicklifte, as amended, and
reading as follows:

Akt. 92. There shall be an Attorney Gen-
eral for the State, who shall be elected by
the qualified electors of the State at large.

He shall receive a salary of five thousand
dollars per annum, payable quarterly on his
own warrant, and shall hold his office for
four years. There shall be a District At-

Art. 100. There shall be an Attornev :

,

^ i • -i- t t t.
• ± c ±^ U4. ^

ri 1 * 4-1 tu 4^ 1 1 n 1 1 + 'i toruey tor each nidicial district of the State,
General lor the State, who shall be elected , i n i i x 1 1 ii i-^x i ^ t. J,
• X, T« 1 1 4. e i.\ ui. t- ^ 1 who shall be elected by the qualified electors
by the qualified elect(jrs of the State, and j. ,, • t •

i t . • i tt i n
T\- l i. M-t. V 1 • T •

1 T ot the ludicial district. He shall receive a
one District Attorney tor each judicial dis- ••

trict in the State who shall be elected from
among those licensed to jiractice law in this

State.

Mr. Crane moved to amend by inserting

after the word "elected, " "for four years."

Mr. WickHflfe moved to amend by strik- j

"^''^^^'^^y ^"^P^^"*' ^^ '^^"^^^g «^^' "*^«'"

article" audi'^^^'^
inserting "four," and to adopt as

salary of fifteen hundred dollars, payable
on his own warrant, and shaU hold his

office for four years.

It was adopted.

Mr. Douglass moved to amend article 101,

ing out aU after the word
inserting

:

Art. '—. There shall be an Attorney Gen-
eral for the State, who shall be elected by
the registered voters of the State at large.

He shall receive a salary of five thousand
dollars per annum, iiayal)le (juarterly on his

own warrant, and shall hold his office for

four years. There shall be a District At-
torney for each judicial district of the State,

who shall be elected by the registered voters

amended.

Mr. Gair moved to lay on the table.

Adopted.

Mr. Wickliffe moved to amend article 101,

minority report, by striking out aU ftfter

the word " article," and inserting:

A Sheriff and a Coronor shall be elected
in each parish by the qualified electors

of each parish, for the term of two years. As
of the judicial district." He shall receive a many constables as may be designated by
salary of three thousand dollars, payable on ;

I'^w, shall be elected by the qualified voters

his own warrant, and shall hold liis office \

of the several districts or wards, and they

for four years.
|

shall serve for two years.

Mr. Ferguson moved to lay the amend- ^^^- Underwood moved to lay the amend-

ment of Mr. Wickliffe on the table.

Lost.

Mr. Packard moved to amend the amend-

ment ])y striking out "three thousand" and
inserting "fifteen hundred."

Mr. Crane moved to lay the amendment
on the table.

Lost.

The amendment of Mr. Packard was

adopted.

Mr. Crane movetl to lay the substitute as

amended on the table.

Lost.

Mr. Crane moved to amend the substi-

tute by striking out "registered voters,

"

and inserting "qualified electors."

ment on the table.

Adopted.

Mr. Moses moved to adopt article 101 as

reported.

Mr. Wickhffe moved to amend by adding

in the seventh line,
'

' and shall serve for

two years."

Mr. McMiUen moved to amend by strik-

ing out "two," and inserting "one."

Mr. Moses moved to lay the amendment
of Mr. McMillen on the table.

Adopted.

Mr. Jones moved to take from the table

the amendment of Mr. Wickliffe.

Mr. R. H. Isabelle raised the point of

order that the motion to take from the

Mr. Gair moved to lay the amendment of i table was not in order until the motion in

Mr. Crane on the table. I question had lain on the table one day.

Lost. The Chair decided the motion to take

The amendment of Mr. Crane was
j

from the table to be in order,

adopted. [ Mr. Isabelle appealed.
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The Chair was sustained.

The previous question Avas demanded

and the ayes and nays were ordered, and

the motion to take from the table prevailed

—ayes 37, nays 34—as follows :

"

Ayes: Baker, Bertonneau, Bonseigneur,

Brown, Butler, Crane, Donato;G. Duparte,

U. Dupart, Duplessis, Francois, Gardiner,

Ouichard, Landers, Lange, Martin, Mc-
Leran, Moses, Newsham, Oliver, Pierce,

Poindexter, Pollard, Reagan, Riggs,

Roberts, Rodrigniez, Schwab, Smith, Un-
derwood, Vidal, WickUffe, Williams, Wil-

son—yeas 37.

Nays: Antoine, Barrett, Blandin, Bonne-
foi, Cooley, Crawford, Cromwell, Demarest,
DeiDasseau, P. G. Deslonde, Edward, Es-

nard. Fuller, Ferguson, Gair, Harper, Har-
ris, Kelso, Leroy, R. Lewis, Ludeling,
Marie, McMillen, Morris, Myers, Packard,
Pinchback, Reese, Riard, Snaer, Tinchant,

TwitcheU, "V^'^aples—naj'S 34.

The question reciu'ring upon the adoi?-

tion of the substitute of Mr. Wickliffe.

Mr. McMiUen raised the point of order

that the operation of the jDrevious question

terminated with the vote ui3on taking from

the table, wliich was the main question

tinder consideration, and did not j)reclude

debate upon the merits of the article.

The Chair ruled adversely.

Mr. McMillen appealed.

The Chair was sustained.

The amendment of Mr. Wickliffe, read-

ing as follows:

Art. 93. There shall be a Sheriff and
Coroner elected by the qualified voters of

each parish, except the parish of Orleans,

in which parish there shall be elected by
the qualified voters two Coroners and one
Sheriff" for each district court. The Crimi-
nal Court, Probate Court and Court of Ap-
peals from justices' courts, they shall hold
their offices for two years.

Was adopted—ayes 37, nays 2.5—as fol-

lows:

Ayes: Bertonneau, Bonseigneur, Butler,

Crane, Donato, G. Duparte, U. Dujiart,

Duplessis, Francois, Gardiner, Ingi-aham,
R. H. Isabelle, Jones, Lange R. Lewis,
Marie, Martin, Morris, Moses, Newsham,
Oliver, Pierce, Pinchback, Poindexter, Pol-
lard, Reagan, Riggs, Roberts, Rodriguez,
Schwab, Smith, Scott, Underwood, Yidal,
Wickliffe, Williams, Wilson—ayes 37.

Nays: Antoine, Barrett, Blandin, Bonne-
I'oi, Cooley, Crawford, Dearing, Demarest,
Depasseau, Edward, Esnr.i'l, Ferguson,
Harris, Kelso, Leroy, Ludeling, McMillen,

Myers, Packard, Reese, Riard, Steele, Tin-
chant, TwitcheU, Waples—nays 25.

Mr. Pinchback moved to reconsider the

vote just taken.

Adopted.

On motion, a recesrs was taken until 6

p. M. -• - ,
...... I-

. ,

At the expiration of the recess the Con-

vention reassembled, and a quorum not be-

ing present, adjourned until to-morrow at

10 o'clock A. M.

A true copy

:

WM. VIGERS, Secretary.

FORTY-FIFTH DAY.
New Orleans, Wednesday, Jan. 22, 1868.

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn-

ment, and was called to order by the Presi-

dent at 10 A. M.

The roll was called, and the following

members answered to their names

:

J. G. Taliaferro, President; Messrs. An-
toine, Baker, Rarrett, Blandin, Bonseig-
neur, Bonnefoi, Brown, Burrel, Cooley,
Crane, Cromwell, Cuney, Dearing, Demar-
est, Depasseau, P. G. Deslonde, Douglass,

G. Duparte, U. Dupart, Duplessis, Esnard,
Francois, Fuller, Gair, Guichard, Harris,

Hempstead, Ingraham, T. Isabelle, Jones,
Kelso, Lange, Leroy, J. B. Lewis, R.
Lewis, Marie, Martin, Meadows, McLeran,
Moses, Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Pinchback,
Poindexter, Pollard, Reagan, Reese, Riard,

Roberts, Rodriguez, Schwab, Snaer, Scott,

Snider, TwitcheU, Underwood, Yalfroit,

Waples, Wickliffe, Williams, Wilson—63
members. •

Prayer by the Rev. Jos. Fisk.

The minutes were read and adopted.

Mr. Waples moved that an error in the

official report of proceedings of January

17th, be corrected as follows :

By striking out the word " Convention,'
and inserting the Avord " connection," in the
report of the special committee, so as to

make the sentence in Avhich the error

occurs, read as written by the committee,
viz :

'
' In this connection, we call attention to

the testimonv of the Sergeant-at-arms and
B. Bloomfield."
By striking out "38 per cent.," and in-

sert " 33 per cent.," where it occurs.

By restoring the punctuation as made by
the committee.

All the other eight or ten official journals

are hereby instructed to larint as corrected.

Adopted.
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OlUGIXAIi KESOLUTIONS.

By Mr. Baker:

Resolved, That no member of this Con-
veutioii be permitted to si)eak more than
ten miuntes on the same question, except
by leave of a majority of the members
l^resent.

Lies over.
^

Mr. Cromwell caUied np his resolution

lying over from January 13, and it was in-

definitety postponed.

STANDING COMMITTEES.

Committee on Printing—No report.

Committee on Enrollment—No rejiort.

Committee on Contingent Expenses—No
rej)ort.

SPECIAL COJIJNUTTEES.

The President appointed Messrs. Berton-

neau, Douglass and Lewis a committee to

examine the bill of the Gas Company.

Mr. Cooley called up his resolution of

January 21, amending the Tax Ordinance,

as follows:

Be it further ordained, etc.. The capital

stock and other property, moveable or im-
moveable, belonging to the banks of the
city of New Orleans, by virtue of special

charters from the State of Louisiana, and
which by present State laws are exempt
from taxation, shall be subject to the tax

of one mill per cent. , levied by ordinance
of the 24th December, 1867, and to all the
additional taxes imposed as penalties by
subsecxucnt ordinances of this Convention ;

and the tax collectors of the jilace where
.saidt banks carry on their business,

as authorized under cxitjtiug State laws,

to call upon two freeholders, who, Avith the
said tax collector, shall constitute a board
to ascertain the actual market value of the
capital stock of said banks, and the value

of all property held by them ; and the tax

of one mill heretofore levied shall be cal-

culated on the value of said cai^ital stock

and other property owned by said banks,
according to the appraisement thereof

made by the abovesaid board.

Mr. Crane moved to amend by adding :

And the State tax collectors and Sheriffs,

parish and city Treasurers are hereby au-
thorized to receive the warrants authorized
and issued in favor of and for the payments
of the members of this Convention, in pay-
ment of State, i)arish and city taxes and li-

censes.

Which was lost—aj'es 5, nays 73—as fol-

lows :

Yeas: Crane, P. G. Deslonde, Duparte,
Lange, Tinchant—5 -s-eas.

Nays: Antoine, Baker, Barrett, Belden,
Bertonneau, Blandin, Bonseigneur, Bouue-
foi. Brown, Barrel, Butler, Cooley, Craw-
ford, Cromwell, Cuney, Dearing, Demarest
Depasseau, Donato, Douglass, Dupart, Du-
plessis, Esnard, Francois, Ferguson, Gair,
Gardiner, Guichard, Harper, Harris, Hemp-
stead, Ingraham, E. H. IsabeUe, Thos.
Isabelle, Jones, Kelso, Leroy, J. B. Lewis,
Ludeling, Marie, Martin, Massicot, Mea-
dows, McLeran, Morris, Moses, Muslia-
way, Myers, Newsham, Oliver, Packard,
Pierce, Pinchback, Poindexter, PoUard,
Keagan, Riard, Biggs, Roberts, Rodriguez,
Schwab, Smith, Snaer, Scott, Snider,
Steele, Twitchell, Valfroit, Vidal, Waples,
Wickliife, Williams, Wilson—73 nays.

And the resolution, as proposed, was
adopted.

The question recurring upon the origi-

nal ordinance as amended, and reading as

follows :

Be It ordained hy the Constitutional Con-
vention of the State of Louifilana, That the
penalty of twenty-live per cent, as an
additional tax upon the tax of one mUl,
levied by this Convention by the Ordi-
nance of January 4, 1S68, and the ad-
ditional penalty of two and one-half per
cent, mentioned in said ordinance, shall
not be exacted until the 15th of Februaiy,
1868, when the tax collectors of the city of
New Orleans, right bank, and jjarish of
Jeiferson, shall exact the first penalty of
twenty-five per cent, on the original tax
levied, and for every ten days after said
loth February, they shall exact a furtlier

penaly of two and a half per cent, on said
oiiginal tax of one mill.

But nothing in this ordinance shall be
construed to repeal the last section of said
ordinance of the 4tli January, 1868, indi-

cating the summary manner of collecting

the tax of one mill.

Be It further ordained, etc., The capital

stock and other proj^erty, movable or im-
moveable, belonging to the banks of the
city of New Orleans, by virtue of special

charters from the State of Louisiana, and
which by present State laAvs are exempt
from taxation, shall be subject to the tax
of one mill per cent., levied bv ordinance
of the 24th December, 1867, and to all the
additional taxes imposed as . penalties by
subsequent ordinances of this Convention ;

and the tax collectors of the place where
said banks carry on their business, as au-

thorized under existing State laws, to call

upon two freeholders, who, with the said

tax collector, shall constitute a board to a.«i-

certain the actiial market value of the eapi-

i tal stock of said banks, and the value of all
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pr<:)perty liekl by tlieni ; and the tax of one l

mill lieretot'oi-e levied, shall be calculated

vn the value of said capital stock and other
{

property owned l)y said banks, according
j

to the appraisement thereof made Ijy the
|

abovesaid board. i

It was adopted—ayes 53, nays 22—as|

foUows

:

Yeas: Antoine. Baker, Barrett, Belden,
j

Bertonneau, Blandin, Bonseigneur, Bonne-

'

foi, Butler, Cooley, Crane, Crawford,
i

Dearing, Demarest. Douglass. G. Duparte,
:

Duplessis, Esnard, Fuller, Ferguson, ;

(iuichard, Ingraham, T. Isabelle, E. H.
i

Isabelle, Jones, Kelso, Leroy, Ludeling, 1

Marie, Martin, Massicot, Morris, Moses,
'

Mushaway, Myers, Oliver. Pinchback, Pol-

j

lard, Eiggs, Eoberts, Eodriguez. Schwab, '

Smith, Snaer, Snider, Twitchell, under-
j

wood, Yalfroit, Vidal, Waples, Wickliflfe,

"Williams. Wilson— r):5 yeas.
!

Nays: Burrel, Cromwell, Cuney, Des-

j

londe P. Ct., Dupart U.. Francois, Fuller,
j

(xair, Gardiner, Harper. Harris, Hemp-
j

stead, Lange, Lewis, Meadows, McLeran, i

Newsliam, Packard, Pierce, Poindexter,
j

Eeagan, Scott—22 nays.
j

rxFiNisHED jsrsrxESS.
|

^Ir. Wicklifte's substitute being mider

consideration.

Mr. Wickliite. with the consent of the Con-

vention, Avithdrew his original substitute and

moved to adojit the folloAviug in its place :

'

Art. 9:3. There shall l)e a Sheriff and
|

Coroner elected by the (Xualified electors; of'

each parish except the pari.sh of Orleans.

In the parisji, of Orleans, there shall be
ele<'ted by the (pialifled electors of the,

parish at large, one Sheritt" for the Criminal
Coni"t, who shall bt- the executive oflit-er of '

riiiid court, tind sluill have exclusive control

t»f the Parish Prison.

There shall also be elected by the i(uali-

tied electors, of the parish at large, one
Sheritt', who shull be the executive officer

of the civil courts, and who shall perform
{

all other duties heretofore devolving upon
1

the Sheritt' of the parish of Orleans. The
qualified electors of the city of New Orleans,
below Canal street, shall elect one Coroner
for that district, and the nualitied electors

of the city of New Orleans residing above 1

Canal street, together with those residing
in that part of the parish known as Orleans,

;

right bank, shall elect one Coroner for that
ilistrict. All of said otticers shall hold their I

office for two years, and receive .such fees of
iiffice as may l)e prescrilied by law.

Which was adopted.

The original article as thus amended was

adpoted—ayefi id, nays 24—as follows ;

Ayes : Antoine, Baker, Belden, Ber-
tonneau, Blandin, Bonseigneur, Butler,
Crane, Donato, G. Duparte, U. Dui^art,
Duplessis, Francois, Gardiner. Guichard,
Ingraham, E. H. Isabelle, Thos. Isabelle,

Jones, Lange, Lewis, Meadows, McLeran,
Morris, Moses, ^Mushaway, Myers, New-
sham, Packard, Pierce. Pinchback, Pol-
lard, Eeagan Eiard, Eiggs, Eodriguez,
Smith, Scott, Yalfroit, Yidal. Wickliffe,
WiUiams, Wilson—43 yeas.

Nays—Barrett. Bonnefoi, Cooley, Craw-
ford, Cuney, Dearing, Demarest, Depas-
seau, Esnard, Fuller. Ferg-uson, Gair,
Harper, Harris. Hempstead, Kelso, J. B.
Lewis, Ludeling, Marie, Oliver, Poindex-
ter, Twdtchell, Underwood, Waples—24.

By Mr. Blandin:

Article 92, majority report, as follows:

Art. 94. The power of impeachment
shall be vested in the House of EeiJresenta-
tives.

Adopted.

By Mr. Hempstead:

Ai'ticle 93, majority report, as follows:

Art. 95. Impeachments of the Gov-
ernor, Lieutenant Governor, Attoniey Gen-
eral, Secretary of State, State Treasurer,

Superintendent of Public Education and oi'

the Judges of the inferior coui-ts, justices

of the i^eace excelled, shall be tried by the
Senate; the Chief Justices of the Supreme
Court, or the senior Judge thereof, shall

preside during the trial of such impeach-
ment. Impeachments of the Judges of the
Supreme Court shall l)e tried liy the Senate.

When sitting as a court of impeacliment,
the Senators shall lie upon oath or aftirma-

tion, and no person shall be convicted
without the concurrence of tAvo-thirds of

the Senators present.

Adopted.

By Mr. Hem})stead:

Article 94, majority report, as follows :

Art. 96. Judgments in cases of impeach-
ment shall extend only to removal f'-om

office, and disqualification from holding
any office of honor, trust or profit under
the State; but the convicted parties shall,

nevertheless, l)e subject to indictment, trial

and punishment according to law.

Adopted,

By Mr. Underwood :

Article 107, minority rejiort, as foUow.s :

Art. 107. Every male person of the age
of twenty-one years or upwards, excepting"

paupers under int^irdiction, and persons
disfranchised by this Constitution, mIio

shall be a citizen of the United .States, and
who sliidl have K-en an inliubitsnt iu tlii§
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State one year next preceding an election,

and the lust sixty days -n-ithin tlie j^arish in

wliicli lie offers to vote, shall be deemed an
elector.

Mr. Ingraham moved to amend by strik-

ing out all after the word "article," and

inserting :

Every male personiof the age of twenty-

one years, or upwards, born or naturalized

in the United States, and subject to the

jurisdiction thereof, and a resident of this

State one year next preceding an election,

and the last 60 days within the x^arish in

which he offers to vote, shall be deemed an
elector, except those disfranchised by this

Constitution and persons under interdic-

tion.

Mr. Cooley moved that the Convention

do now resolve itself into a committee of

the whole to consider the provisions "with

reference to disfranchisement.

Mr. Pinchback moved to lay on the table.

Adopted.

Mr. Cooley moved to amend Mr. Ingra-

liam's substitute by striking out "subject to

the jurisdiction thereof."

Mr. Harper moved to table.

Adopted.

Mr. Crane moved to amend by striking-

out "except those disfranchised by the

Constitution."

Mr. Gair moved to lay on the table.

Adopted—ayes 36, nays 28—as follows :

Yeas—Antoine, Belden, Crawford, Crom-
well, Cuney, Deslonde P. G., Francois,

Gair, Gardiner, Guichard, Harper, Hies-

tand, Ingraham, Jones, Kelso, Lange,

V Leroy, Lewis Piichard, Martin, Massicot,

Meadows, McLeran, Morris, Moses, New-
sham, Packard, Pierce, Pinchback, Poin-

dexter, Eeagan,. Schwab, Scott, Valfroit,

Waijles, Wickliffe, Wilson—36 yeas.

Nays : Baker, Barrett, Bertonueaii, Bon-
nefoi, Burrel, Butler, Cooley, Crane, Bear-
ing, Demarest, Donato, G. Duparte, U.
Diapart, Esnard, Thomas Isabelle, Jones,

J. B. Lewis, Ludeling, McMiUen, Mush-
away, Myers, PoUard, Eeese, Riard, Kiggs,

Rodriguez, Snider, Steele, Williams — 28

nays.

The question recurring upon the substi-

tute of Mr. Ingraham, as follows :

Art. 97. Every male person of the

age of twenty-one years or upwards, born
or naturalized in the United States, and
subject to the jurisdiction thereof, and a

resident of this State one year next preced-

ing an election, and the last sixty days

within the parish in which he offers to
vote, shall he deemed an elector, except
those disfranchised by this Constitution
and persons under interdiction.

It Avas adopted.

The question recurred ui)on the original

motion as amended, pending which, the

Convention adjourned until to-morrow at

10 o'clock.

A true copy :

"^WM. TIGERS, Secretary.

FORTY-SIXTH DAY.
New Okleans, Thursday, Jan. 23, 1868.

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn-

ment, and, in the absence of the Presideutj

was called to order by Mr. Cooley.

The roll was called, and the following

members answered to their names:

Messrs. Antoine, Baker, Barrett, Blandin,
Bonnefoi, Brown, Burrel, Butler, Cooley,
Crane, CromweU, Cuney, Bearing, De-
marest, Depasseau, P. G. Deslonde, Do-
nato, U. Dupart, Duplessis, Esnard, Fran-
cois, Fuller, Ferguson, Gair, Guichard,
Harper, Harris, Hempstead, Ingraham,
R. H. Isabelle, T. Isabelle, Jones, Kelso,

Lange, Leroy, J. B. Lewis, R. Lewis,
Ludeling, Marie, Martin, Meadows, Mc-
Leran, Morris, Moses, Mushaway, New-
sham, Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Reagan,
Reese, Riard, Riggs, Roberts, Rodriguez,
Snaer, Scott, Snider, Steele, Thibaut,
Twitchell, Underwood, Yalfroit, Vander-
griff", Waples, Wickliffe, Williams, Wil-
son—68 members present.

Prayer by the Rev. Josiah Fisk.

The minutes were read and adoi)ted.

Mr. Fuller was excused from attendance

on account of the serious illness of his col-

league.

OrJGIN.Uli EESOLITTIOXS.

By Mr. Harper:

Resoked, That the State Treasurer be
hereby authorized to pay no money from
the treasury, received by him in pursuance

of the ordinance adopted by this Conven-
tion December 12, 1867, to defray its ex-

penses as herein provided.

Resolved, That whenever so ordered, the

State Treasurer shall inform the Conven-
tion of the amount of money raised irt

pursuance of the above mentioned ordi-

nance, and that when this amount of money
is so ascertained, the Warrant Clerk shall

forthwith issue or endorse warrants of

equal amounts of money to each member,
.officer or employe of the Conventioa.



JOURNAL OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION. 175

Said warrants to be endorsed "special

warrants," which warrants shall be paid on
presentation, by the Treasurer of State.

Resolved, That when the Constitution, to

be adopted by this Convention, shall be
submitted to the people for ratification,

these resolutions shall be null and void.

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions

be immediately furnished to the State

Treasurer for his information and guidance.

Lies over.

By Mr. Cromwell:

Whekeas, Congress made it obligatory

on each of the unreconstructed States to

adopt the Constitutional Amendment known
as the 14tli article of the United States

Constitution
;
.therefore,

Be it ord(lined bij ilie people of Louisiana
in Gonveation- assembled, That we do ordain
and adopt the proposed amendment to the
Constitution of the United States, known
as the lith article of the Constitution.

Lies over.

Mr. Baker called up his resolution of

January 22.

Laid on the table.

STANDING iCOMMITTEES.

Committee on Printing—No report.

Committee on Enrollment—No report.

Committee on Contingent Expenses—No
report.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS.

The motion of Mr. Underwood to adojit

article 107, minority report, as amended by
the substitute of Mr. Ingraham, being un-

der consideration.

Mr. Moses moved to reconsider the vote

last taken.

Mr. Ingraham moved to lay the motion

to reconsider on the table.

Adopted.

Mr. Waples moved to amend by adding
all that part of article 95, majority re-sort,

from the word "no," in the 11th line.

Mr. Meadows moved to amend by
striking out "1872," and inserting "1999."

Laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Brown, the motion
upon the amendment of Mr. Waples, was
divided, first, upon the first sentence of the

amendment, asfoUows:

No person who shall attain the age of
twenty-one years after the first day of Jan-
uary, eighteen hundred and seventy-two,
or who shall come into the State after that
day, shall be allowed to vot€ until he can
read and write.

And second, upon the second sentence, as

follows

:

No elector shall be permitted to vote at
any election who shall not have paid the
taxes due by him to the State at the time
he ofi'ers to vote.

The question recui-ring ujion the first

part of the amendm^t, it was lost—ayes
8, nays 56—as follows:

Yeas: Barrett, Cooley, Crawford, Dealing,
Ferguson, McMillen, "" Snider, Waples—

8

yeas.

Nays : Autoine, Belden, Bertonneau,
Blandin, Bonseigneur, Bonnefoi, Brown,
Burrel, Butler, Crane, Cromwell, Deslonde
P. G., Donato, Douglass, G. Duparte, Du-
plessis, Esnard, Francois, Gair, Gardiner,
Guiehard, Harper, Harris, Hiestand,
Ingraham, IsabeUe E. H., Isabelle Thos.,
Jones, Lange, Marie, Martin, Massicot,
Meadows, Moses, Mushaway, New-
sham, Packard, Pierce, Pinchback, Poin-
dexter, Pollard, Reagan, Eiard, Eiggs,
Rodriguez, Smith, Snaer, Scott, Thibaut,
Tinchant, Underwood, Valfroit, Vidal,
Wickliflfe, Williams, Wilson—56 nays.

The question recumng upon the second
part of the amendment, it was lost—ayes

18, nays 48—as follows

:

Yeas: Barrett, Bonnefoi, Bro-wn, Cooley,
Crawford, Dearing, P. G. Deslonde, Du-
plessis, Ferguson, T. Isabelle, R. Lewis,
Moses, Mushavv-ay, Pinchback, Riard,
Smith, Snider, Waples—ayes 18.

Nays : Antoine, Belden, Bertonneau, Blan-
din, Bonseigneur, Burrel, Butler, Crane,
Cromwell, Donato,Douglass, G. Duparte, U.
Dupart, Esnard, Francois, Gair, Gardiner,
Guiehard, Harris, Hiestand, Ingraham, R.
H. Isabelle, Jones, Kelso, Lange, Marie,
Martin, Massicot, Meadows, McMillen,
Newsham, Packard, Pierce, Poindexter,
Pollard, Reagan, Eiggs, Rodriguez, Snaer,
Scott, Thibaut, Tinchant, Underwood, Yal-
froit, Yidal, Wickliffe, Williams, Wilson

—

nays 48.

Mr. Crawford moved to amend by strik-

ing out the words "those under interdic-

tion."

Laid on the table.

Mr. Bertonneau moved to amend by add-

ing "who have paid their poll tax."

Laid on the table.

Mr. Lange moved to amend by striking

out the words "disfranchised by this Con-

stitution," and inserting "those disfran-

chised by the Congress of the United

States."
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Laid on the table. all State, parish mid imuiicipal officers pro-
The previous question was demanded, vided l)y law

and the question reeurriug upon the origi

nal motion to adojit articde 107, as amended
by the motion of Mr. lui^raham. the artic-le

reading as follows

:

Akt. 97. Every male person of the a^e of
21

All i^ersons who shall have been convict-
ed of treason, perjury, forgery, bribery or
other crimes puni^haljle by imprisonment
at liard lal)ur.

All paupers and persons under interdic-
tion.

All leaders or oliicers of uuerilla bands

^n ?!^'?-,'^.V^'S"i^^^'"T "\ ."^^J'^f
li^f^ during the late war or r.>bellionm the (juited States and subject to the

jurisdiction thereof, and a resident of this
Those who during the rebellion inflicted

^. , . T 1 i-
oi' eaused to be inflicted any cruel or un-

:?, ll n^1VT'iv^^^^''''H'''"tl"V'^''V'^"' "^"^^^ mnishment upcm any loldier, sailor,

i^ c h^.m-;:,^.^T^
"\n^'^"^^^' ^^^Ployeeoi citizcm of the United

llp V .X ; V/ rr'./^^^^
"^- ^vhoinany other way ^•iolatea

elec-tor, except those disfranchised by this
,|,^ ,,,i^., ^^ civilized warfare.

^

Loustitution. and ]>ersons under mterdic- Ar,.,.ii>av. +•+],.. q .^ • n x-^^ ^ ^ieinijers ot the Secession Convention
who voted for or signed the Ordinance

Was adopted—ayes :Vi. nays 'M—as fol-

lows :

Yeas: Autoine, Ijcldcn. l>landin, iJrown,
Burrel, Butler, CIromwell. Douglass, Cxair,

Gardiner. Harper. Harris, Hiestand, In-
graham. E. H. Isabelle, Jones. Kelso, E.
Lewis, ^Martin, Massicot. Meadows, Mcxses.
Packard, Pierci', Pinchback, Poindexter,
Pollard, Schwal), Snaer, Scott. Tinchmit,
Tmtchell, WicldirVi-. Williams, Wilson—
35 ayes.

^
Nays: Barrett, Bi-rtonneau, Bonuefoi. net, of the Congress, and diplomatic agents

Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Bearing. Demar- of the said S(.)'-called Confederate States;
est, P. Ct. Deslonde, Doiiato, (.t. Duparte, (xovernors of the several States lately in
Duplessis. Esnard, Fram-ois, Fuller. Fergu- : rebellion ; ail who were educated at the ex-
spu, (luichard. Thos. Isulielle. Laiige. Lude-'pense of the United States, either at tln^
ling, Marie, ACcMilleu, IMushaway. Eeagan, Military or Xaval Ac-ademy, and subse-
Pveese, lliard. Eiggs. Eodrigue/,. Tiiibant. qucntly aided and assisted to" rel)ellion; and

all otheers of the army of the late so-Ciilled

Confederate

of Secession: Prorlih'fl, The General As-
sembly, by a two-thirds vote of each House,
remove such disability.

Mr. Cooley moved to iunend the amend-
ment by striking out all after the word ' •arti-

cle."' and inserting:

The following i)ersons only shall l^e ex-
cludi'd from the exercise of the elective
franchise in the State, viz: The President
and Vice-President of the late so-called
Confeilerate States; members of the Cabi-

\alfroit, Vidal—nays Ml.

Mr. Tinchant sent to tlie Secretary the lol-

fowing reasons for his vote :

Although I aiu oppost'd to the words
'• disfranciiised !)y this Constitutitni, " i^ni-

tained in the jjio|)osed substitute. I sludl
vote in the atflnuative for the adoption of
the article.

Mr. McMilleu was e«Ued to the chair.

Mr. Packard moved to an;end article '.)G,

majority report, by striking out all after

tlie word ''article," and inserting:

The following persons shall be prohibited
from voting or iroia holding any otiice of
kcjnor, trust or profit in this State, to wit :

army, above the grade of
Brigadier (reneral. All those who may be
adjudged .guilty of treason, ]:)ribery, forgery
and sucli other crime as. under the laws of
the State, is punishable by imprisonment
at hard labor in the State Penitentiaiy.

Pending its iHUisideration. the Conven-
tion adjourned until to-moiTow at 10 a. m.

\ line copy:

WM. VIGEES, Secretary.

FOETY-SEVENTH DAY.
New Okleans, Friday, Jan. 24, ISGS.

The Convention met pur.suant to adjonrn-
All per.sous wlio having preWously taken '\ ment. and was called to order by Mr. Me-

an oath as a member oi Congress or as an
, Hillen, in the absence of the President,

omcer ol the United .States or ot anv Stute
, ,,,, „ hit ^i. t, ^^

Legislature, or as an executive or judicial i

^^^ ^'^^ ^^"^ ^'^^^^"^ ^^^^ ^^^ tollownig

ijfficer of any State, to supjjort the Consti- j
"^embers answered to their names:

tuti(ni of the United States, shall have en-
\

Messrs. Baker. Barrett, Belden, Black-
gaged in insurrection or Tel)ellion against; burn, Blnndin, Bonnefoi, Bunel, Butler,
the same, or given aid or comfort to the \ Cooley, Crane, Ci-omwell, Cuney, De^u--
enemies thereof. 'I'he words "executive . ing, Uemarest. Depasseau, P. G. Deslonde,
*uid judicial officers'" tshall be htOd to include : G, Dnparte, U. Dupnrt. Duplessis, Fr.^-u-
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cois, Fuller, Ferguson, Gair, Gardiner,

Guichard, Harris, Harrison, Hempstead,
Ingraliam, R. H. Isabelle, Thos. Isabelle,

Jones, Kelso, Lauge, Leroy, J. B. Lewis,

R. Lewis, Ludeling, Marie, Martin, Mea-
dows, 'McLeran, McMillen, Morris, Moses,

Myers, Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Piucliback,

Poindexter, Pollard, Eeese, Riard, Eiggs,

Rodriguez, Smith, Snaer, Scott, Snider,

Steele, Twitchell, Underwood, Valfroit,

Yandergriflf, Wickliffe, WiUiams, Wilson-
members present.

Prayer by the Eev. Jos. Fisk.

The minutes were read and adopted.

ORIGINAIi KESOLUTIONS.

By Mr. Pierce:

liesolved, That there be neither more
nor less disfranchised than those that Con-
gress has disfranchised.

Lies over.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS.

Mr. Cooley's amendment to the substi-

tute of Mr. Packard for article 96, majority

report, being in order.

Mr. Smith moved to amend by inserting

"registered enemies."

Laid on the table.

Mr. Crane moved to amend by striking

out "elective franchise," and inserting "the

right of holding office."

The President resumed the chair.

Mr. McMillen moved to lay the amend-

ment of Mr. Crane on the table.

Adopted—ayes 58, nays 14—as follows:

Yeas: Antoine, Baker, Belden, Berton-
neaii, Blackburn, Blandin, Bonseigneur,
Butler, Cromwell, Cuney, P. G. Deslonde,
G. Duparte, U. Dupart, Duplessis, Esnard,
Francois, Gair, Guichard, Harper, Harris,

Harrison, Ingraham, E. H. Isabelle, Jones,
Kelso, Lange, Leroy, E. Lewis, Ludeliug,
Marie, Martin, Meadows, McLeran, Mc-
Millen, Morris, Moses, Newsham, Pack-
ard, Pierce, Poindexter, Pollard, Eeagan.
Riard, Eiggs, Eodriguez, Smith, Scott,

Snider, Steele, Thibaut, Tinchant, Under-
wood, Valfroit, Vandergriflf, Waples, Wick-
liffe, Williams, Wilson—58 ayes.

Nays: Barrett, Bonnefoi, Burrel, Cooley,
Crane, Crawford, Bearing, Donate, Doug-
lass, Thos. Isabelle, Mushaway, Myers,
Eoberts, Vidal—14 nays.

Mr. Eodriguez moved to lay the amend-
ment of Mr. Cooley on the table.

Adopted.

Mr. Newsham moved to amend the

amendment of Mr. Packard by striking out

all after the word "article" and inserting:
13

No person exchided under the provisions
of the Military Eeconstruction bill of Con-
gress, or who refused to accept the privi-

leges granted by said act, or registered him-
self as an enemy of the United States Gov-
ernment, shall hereafter be entitled to vote
or be eligible to any office of trust or profit

in this State.

Laid on the table.

Mr. Wickliife moved to amend the sub-

stitute of Mr. Packard by striking out all

after the word "article," and inserting:

Akticle — No pei'son shall vote or hold
any office of trust or profit under the State,

either by election or appointment, who is

rendered incapable of holding office by the
third section of the fourteenth constitu-

tional amend ment, passed June 13, 18C6,
and who has been excluded from the priv-
ilege of voting In this State by virtue of the
fifth and sixth sections of the Eeconstruc-
tion Act of Congress, entitled "An act to
provide for the more efficient governments
of the rebel States," passed March 2, 1867,
and also by virtue of the first section of the
Supplementary Act of Congress to said
biU, passed March 23, 1867; Provided,
That the General Assembly of this State
may, by a two-thirds vote of both Houses
remove such disability in regard to the
right of franchise, in individual cases where
returning loyalty to the General Govern-
ment is satisfactorily shown.

Mr. Pinchback was called to the chair.

Mr. Cooley moved to amend the amend-
ment of Mr. Wickliff"e by striking out the

words after "appointment who," in the 3d
line, to the word " provided," in the 12th

line, and inserting '
' all persons who shall

have been convicted of treason, perjury,

forgerj', bribery, or other crimes xmnishable

by imprisonment at hard labor, and persons

iinder interdiction."

On motion, the Convention adjourned

until to-morrow at 10 a. m.

A true copy:

WM. VIGEES, Secretary.

FOETY-EIGHTH DAY.
New Okleans, Saturday, Jan. 25, 1868.

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn

ment, and was called to order by the Presi

dent at 10 A. m.

The roU was called and the following

members answered to their names:

J. G. Taliaferro, President; Messrs. An-
toine, Barrett, Bertonneau, Blandin, Brown,
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Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Cuney, Dearing,
Depasseau, P. G. Deslonde, Donate, G. Du-
parte, U. Dni^art, Diiplessis, Esnard,
Francois, Ferguson, Gair, Gardiner, Gui-
chard, Harper, Harris, Harrison, Hernia-

stead, T. Isabelle, Jones, Kelso, Landers,
Lange, J. B. Lewis, R. Le-wds, Lndeling,
Marie, Moses, Murrel, Mnsliaway, Myers,
Newsliam, Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Pinch-
back, Poindexter, Pollard, Reagan, Riggs,
Rodriguez, Snaer, Scott, Snider, Steele,

Thibaut, Twitchel I, "Underwood, Valfroit,

Vandergriff, "Wickliffe, Williams, Wilson

—

G2 membera present.

The minutes were read and adopted.

KEPOKTS OP STANDING COMMITTEES.

Committee on Printing—No report.

Committee on Enrollment—No report.

Committee on Contingent Expenses—No
report.

SPECIAL COMMITTEES.

The sjjeeial committee to whom was

referred the bill of the Gas Company,

through Mr. Bertonneau, Chairman, sub-

mitted the following report :

To the Presiilent and membors of tlio Constitutional
Conventiou oi tbo St.ite of Louisiana

:

Gentlemen—Your committee appointed
to investigate the bill of the Gas Light
Company beg leave to submit the follow-

ing report :

After due considetation of the matter,
they respectfully recommend the payment
of said bill by the Convention. v

[Signed.] A. Bektonneau,
Dk. J. B. Lewis,
D. Douglas.

Which was received and the bill ordered

to be paid.

Mr, Cooley presented a bill for coal fur-

nished the Convention, which was ordered

to be paid.

Mr. Harper called up his resolutions

lying over from January 23, as follows

:

Resolved, That the State Treasurer be
hereby authorized to pay no money from
the treasury, received by him in ijursuance
of the ordinance adopted by this Conven-
tion December 24, 1867, to defray its ex-
penses herein provided,

Resolved, That whenever so ordered, the
State Treasurer shall inform the Conven-
tion of the amount of money raised in
pursuance of the above mentioned ordi-
nance, and that when this amount of money
is so ascertained, the Warrant Clerk shall
forthwith issue or endorse warrants of
equal amounts of money to eacii member,
officer or employee of +he Convention.
Said warrants to be endorsed "special

warrants," which warrants shall be paid on
presentation, by the Treasurer of State.

Resolved, That when the Constitution, to
be adopted by this Convention, shall be
submitted to the people for ratification,

these resolutions shall be null and void.

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions
be immediately furnished to the State
Treasurer for his information and guidance.

Which was laid on the table.

The following communication from the

Hon. H. Peralta, Auditor of State, was re-

ceived :

Hon. J. G. Taliaferro, President of the State Con-
ventiou:

Sir—In answer to a resolution inquiring
from me the amount of tax received for the
benefit of the Convention and to whom
any portion of the same has been paid.

I beg to answer that,

The First District has paid $231 62
The Second District has paid 107 87
The Thii-d District has paid 167 00
The Fourth District has paid 18 54
The Parish of Jeiferson has paid . 61 97

Total received $587 00

And that the following amounts have been
paid

:

To Hon. W. H. Cooley $290 00
To Hon. H. Bonseigneui- 70 00
To Hon. E. Tinchant 165 00

Total #525 00

Balance remaining unpaid .... $62 00
Resj)ectfuUy, H. Peralta.

Mr. Harper moved to take up his resolu-

tion from the table.

Lost.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS.

Mr. Cooley's amendment to the substi-

tute of Mr. Wickliffe for Mr. Packard's

motion was under consideration.

Mr. Belden was called to the chair.

At i p. M. the Convention adjoui-ned un-

til Monday at 10 a. m.

A true copy:

WM. VIGERS, Secretary,

FORTY-NINTH DAY.
New Orleans, Monday, Jan. 27, 1868.

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn-

ment and was called to order by the Presi-

dent at 10 a. m.

The roll was called and the follomng

members answered to their names:
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J. G. Taliaferro, President ; Messrs. An-
toine, Baker, Barrett, Blackburn, Blandin,
Bonnefoi, Brown, Biirrel, Butler, Crane,
Cromwell, (Juney, Bearing, Depasseau,
Donato, Dupart U., Gair, Guicliard, Mar-
iner, Harris, Ingraham, Isabelle E. H., Isa-

belle Thos. , Jones, KeLso, Landers, Leroy,
Lewis J. B., Lewis R., Ludeling, Marie,
Martin, Meadows, McLerau, Morris,
Moses, Mushaway, Myers, Oliver, Packard,
Pierce, Poindexter, PoUard, Eeagan,
Reese, Riard, Roberts, Rodi-iguez, Snaer,
Scott, Snider, Steele, TMbaut, Twitchell,
Underwood, VaKroit, Vandergriff, Waples,
WickUffe, Williams, "Wilson—62 members
present.

Prayer by the Rev. Jos. Fisk.

The minutes were read and adopted.

ORIOINAIj kesolutions.

By Mr. W. L. McMiUen:
Resolved, That two hundred copies of the

ordinance of January 4, 1868, and all sub-
sequent ordinances and resolutions regu-
lating the collection and disposition of the
special tax to defray the expenses of this

Convention be printed for distribution to

the Sheriff's and tax collectors of the State.

Mr. McMillen moved to suspend the

rules to put the resolution upon its final

passage.

Adopted.

And the resolution was adopted.

By Mr. McMillen

:

Be it ordained by the Consiitiiiionnl Con-
vention of the State of Louisiana, That the
tax collectors of the parishes of Orleans and
Jefferson be authorized to refund to the
persons who have akeady paid the penalty
levied by virtue of section third of the
ordinance adopted on the 4th of January,
1868, have the amount of the penalty re-

funded.

The rules -were suspended and the reso-

lution was adopted.

The Secretary was instructed to furnish

copies of the resolution immediately to the

Auditor of Public Accounts.

By Mr. Cromwell:

Whereas, Congress, by special enact-
ments passed March 2, 1867, and March 23,

1867, and aU the supplements thereto, for
the more efficient governments of the rebel
States, and by said acts certain persons are
prohibited from voting or holding office

under said acts passed March 2, and 23,

1867, and the suj^plements thereto; there
fore, we the people of Louisiana in Con-
vention assembled, to frame a Constitution
and civil government, do ordain, establish

and declare, that no person, that was pro-
hibited and denied the right to vote for
members or delegates to this Convention,
by reasons of such persons having volunta-
rily taken an oath to support and defend
the so-called Confederate States of America,
are declared to be ai,iens by this Conven-
tion. But the General Assembly may, by a
vote of two-thirds of each House, remov©
such disabihty.
Lies over.

KEPOKTS OF STANDIXG COMMITTEES.

Committee on Printing—No report.
Committee on Enrollment—No rej)ort.

Committee on Contingent Expenses—No
report.

tTNTTNTISHED BrSIKESS.

The amendment of Mr. Cooley, to the

substitute of Mr. Wickliffe, to Mr. Pack-
ard's motion, being under consideration.

Mr. Burrel moved to lay it on the table.

Adopted—-ayes 34, nays 33—as foUows:

Yeas: Belden, Bro^-n, Bun-el, Cromwell,
Jos. Deslonde, Francois, G^ir, Gardiner,
Harper, Harris, Hempstead, R. H. Isa-
belle, Jones, Leroy, R. Le-s\-is, Marie,
Meadaws, Morris, Moses, Murrel, New-
sham, Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Poindexter,
PoUard, Reagan, Reese, Scott, Snider, Vi-
dal, Waplei, Wickliffe, Wilson—34 nays.
Nays: Baker, BaiTett, Bertonneau, Blan-

din, Bonnefoi, Butler, Cooley, Crane,
Crawford, Bearing, Bamarest, Beisasseau,
Bouglas, U. Bupart, Buplessis, Fuller,
Harrison, Ingraham, Thos. labeUe, Kelso,
Ludeling, Lynch, McMiUen, Mushaway,
Myers, Riard, Biggs, Rodriguez, Smith,
Steele, Tinchant, Vandergriff, WiUiams

—

33 nays.

Mr. McMiUen moved to amend the sub-

stitute of Mr. Wickliffe by striking out all

after the Avord "article," and inserting

the following:

Art. — . The foUo-n-ing persons shall be
prohibited from voting or holding any
office of honor, trust or i>rofit in this State,
to wit : AU persons who shall have been con-
victed of treason, perjury, forgeiy, bribeiy,
or other crime punishable by imprisonment;
at hard labor ; aU paupers and persons
under interdiction ; and all leaders or
officers of gueriUa bands during the
late war or rebellion, and all persons who,
during the rebeUion, inflicted or caused to
be inflicted any cruel or unusual punishment
upon any soldier, sailor, marine, emjjloyee
or citizen of the United States, or who iu
any other way \-iolated the rules of civiHzed
warfare. No jierson shaU hold any office,

civil or miUtary, under this State, who,
having previously taken an oath as a mem-
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ber of Congress, or as an officer of tlie

United States, or as a member of any State

Xiegislature, or as an executive or judicial

officer of any State, to support the Constitu-

tion of the"^ United States, shall have en-

gaged in insurrection or rebellion against

the same, or given aid and comfort to the

enemies thereof. But the Legislature may,
by a vote of two-thirds of each House, re-

move such disability.

"Which was laid on the table—ayes 38,

nays 33—as follows

:

Yeas: Bonnefoi, Brown, Burrel, Butler,

Crawford, Cromwell, Dearing, Demarest,

J. Deslonde, U. Duparte, Francois, Fuller,

Oardiner, Harper, Harris, Hempstead, E.

H. Isabelle, Jones, Lange, Ludeling, Marie,

Martin, Moses, Myers, Oliver, Packard,
Pierce, Poindexter, Pollard, Eeagan, Biggs,
Scott, Tinchant, Vidal, Waples, Wickliffe,

"Williams, Wilson—38 ayes.

Nays: Antoine, Baker, Barrett, Belden,
Bertonneau, Blackburn, Blandin, Cooley,

Crane, Depasseau, Douglas, Duplessis,

Gair, Ingraham, T. Isabelle, Kelso, Leroy,
Xiynch, Meadows, McLeran, McMillen,
Morris, Murrel, Mushaway, Newsham,
Eeese, Riard, Rodriguez, Smith, Snider,

Steele, TMbaut, Vandergrifif—33 nays.

Mr. Barrett was called to the chair.

Mr. Hempstead moved to reconsider the

vote last taken.

Lost.

Mr. Cooley moved to take up from the

table his amendment.

Adopted.

Mr. Cooley moved to adopt the amend-

ment and the previous question was de-

manded by a majority of the delegates.

Mr. Tinchant moved to reconsider the

demand for the previous question.

The Chair decided that such a motion

"was not in order.

Mr. Ludeling apx^ealed.

The Chau- was not sustained.

The question upon the reconsideration

of the demand for the previous question

being put to a vote, it was lost.

Mr. Tinchant moved to lay the amend-

ment of Mr. Cooley on the table.

Lost—ayes 31, nays 47—as follows:

Ayes: Brown, Burrel, Butler, Cromwell,
Trancois, Gair, Gardiner, Harper, Harris,

R. H. Isabelle, Jones, Lange, Leroy, R.
Lewis, Marie, Martin, Morris, Moses, Mur-
rel, Newsham, Packard, Pierce, Poindex-
ter, Pollard, Reagan, Schwab, Scott, Un-

derwood, "Wickliffe, "Williams, "Wilson—31
ayes.

Nays : Antoine, Baker, Barrett, Ber-
tonneau, Blackburn, Blandin, Bonnefoi,
Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Dearing De-
marest, Depasseau, Jos. Deslonde, Donato,
Douglas, IJ. Dupart, Duplessis, Fuller,

Ferguson, Guichard, Harrison, Hemj)-
stead, Ingraham, Thos. Isabelle, Kelso,

Landers, Ludeling, Lynch, Massicot, Mea-
dows, McLeran, McMillen, Mushaway,
Myers, Reese, Riard, Riggs, Rodriguez,
Smith, Snaer, Snider, Steele, Thibaut,
Tinchant, T^^itchell, Vidal—47 nays.

]Mr. Crane was called to the chair.

The question reciu'ring uj)on the motion

to adopt Mr. Cooley's amendment, it was

lost—ayes 40, nays 41—as follows

:

Ayes: Antoine, Baker, Barrett, Berton-
neau, Blackburn, Bonnefoi, Cooley, Crane,
Crawford, Dearing, Demarest, Depasseau,
P. G. Deslonde, Jos. Deslonde, Donato,
Douglas, Duplessis, Fuller, Ferguson,
Guichard, Harrison, Hempstead, Thos.
IsabeUe, Kelso, Ludeling, Lynch, Massicot,

McLeran, McMillen, Mushaway, Myers,
Riard, Riggs, Rodriguez, Smith, Snaer,

Snider, Steele, Thibaut, Tinchant, Twitch-
eU—40 ayes.

Nay: Belden, Blandin, Brown, Burrel,

Butler, Cromwell, Dupart U., Francois,

Gair, Gardiner, Harper, Harris, Hiestand,
Ingraham, R. H. Isabelle, Jones, Landers,
Lange, Leroy, R. Lewis, Marie, Martin,
Meadows, Morris, Moses, Mm-rel, New-
sham, Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Poindexter,

Pollard, Reagan, Reese, Schwab, Scott,

Underwood, Vidal, Wickliffe, Williams,

Wilson—41 nays.

Mr. Tinchant moved to amend the orig-

inal motion of Mr. Packard, by striking

out all after the word "rebellion," and in-

serting :

The following persons shall be pro-

hibited from voting or fi-om holding any
office of honor, trust or profit in this State,

to-wit : All persons who shall have been
convicted of treason, perjury, forgery,

bribery or other crime punishable by im-

prisonment at hard labor ; aU paupers and
persons under interdiction ; and all leaders

or officers of guerilla bands during the late

war or rebellion.

The Chair decided the motion not in or-

der.

Mr. Tinchant appealed.

The Chair was sustained.

Mr. McMillen moved to amend the sub-

stitute of Mr. Wickliffe by striking out all

after the word "article," and inserting:



JOUKNAL OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION. i8i;

The foUo-sring persons sliaU be j)roliib-

tied from voting or from holding any office

of honor, trust, or profit in this State, to

wit: All persons who tsliall have been con-

victed of treason, iDerjury, forgery, bribery,

or other crime punishable by imprisonment
at hard labor; all paupers and peraons

under interdiction, and all leaders of guer-

illa bauds during the late war or rebel-

lion; all persons who during the rebellion

inflicted or caused to be inflicted any
cruel or unusual punishment upon any
soldier, sailor, marine, employee, or cit-

izen of the United States, or who in any
other way violated the rules of civilized

warfal-e, and members of the Secession

Convention who voted for or signed the or-

dinance of secession. No person shall hold
any office, civil or military, under this

State, who, having previously taken an
oath as a member of Congress, or as an
officer of the United States, or as a member
of any State Legislature, or as an executive

or judicial officer of any State, to support
the Constitiition of the United States, shall

have engaged in insurrection or rebellion

against the same, or given aid and comfort
to the enemies thereof. But the Legisla-

ture may, by a vote of two-chirds of each
House, remove such disability.

On motion, the Convention adjourned

until to-morrow at 10 a. m.

A true copy :

WM. VIGEES, Secretary.

FIFTIETH DAY.
New Okleans, Tuesday, Jan. 28, 1868.

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn-

ment and was called to order by the Pres-

ident at 10 o'clock A. M.

The roll was called and the following

members answered to their names:

J. G. Taliaferro, President; Messrs. Ba-
ker, Barrett, Blackburn, Bonnefoi, Bi;r-

rel, Butler, Cooley," Crane, Crawford, Crom-
well, Cuney, Bearing, Demarest, Depas-
seau, Donato, U. Dupart, Duplessis, Fran-
cois, Ferguson, Gair, Gardiner, Gould,
Guichard, Harper, Harris, Harrison,
Hempstead, Hiestand, Ingraham, B. H.
Isabelle, Thos. IsabeUe, Jones, Kelso,
Lange, Leroy, J. B. Lewis, Richard
Lewis, Ludeling, Marie, Martin, Massicot,
McLeran, Morris, Moses, Murrel, Myers,
Oliver, Pierce, Poindexter, Pollard,
Beagan, Reese, Riggs, Rodriguez. Schwab,
Snaer, Scott, Snider, Thibaut, T^vitcheU,
Underwood, Valfroit, Vaudergriff, Vidal,
Waples, Wickliffe, WiUiams, Wilson—69
members present.

Prayer by the Rev. Josiah Fisk.

The minutes were read and adopted.

KEPOETS OF STANDING COMMITTEES.

Committee on Printing—No report.

Committee on Enrollment—No report.

Committee on Contingent Expenses—No
report.

tJNFrNISHED BUSINESS.

Mr. Smith Avas called to the chair.

The amendment of Mr. McIvIiUen, being

under consideration.

Mr. Gair moved to lay it on the table.

Adopted—ayes 63, nays 9—as follows:

Yeas : Barrett, Bertonneau, Blackbiu-n,
Burrel, Butler, Cooley, Crawford, Crom-
well, Cuney, Demarest, Donato, G. Du-
parte, Duplessis, Esnard, Francois, Gair,
Gardiner, Gould, Harper, Harris, Harri-
son, Hempstead, Hiestand, Ingraham, Isa-

belle T., Isabelle R. H., Jones, Landers,
Lange, Leroy, Lewis, Ludeling, Marie,
Martin, Meadows, Morris, Moses, Murrel,
Myers, Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Poindex-
ter, Pollard, Reagan, Reese, Riggs, Rodri-
guez, ScliAvab, Smith, Snaer, Scott, Snider,
Thibaiit, Twiti-liell, Underwood, Valfroit,

Vaudergriff, Vidal, Waples, Wickhffe, Wil-
liams, Wilson—63 yeas.

Nays: Antoine, Baker, Blandin, Crane,
Dearing, Lynch, McMillen, Riard, Steele—
9 nays.

Mr. Blackburn moved to amend the

amendment of Mr. Wickhffe by striking

out aU after the word "article," and insert-

ing:

The foUowing persons shall be pro-
hibited from voting or from holding any
office of honor, trust or profit in this State,

to-wit: AU persons who shall have been
con\dcted of treason, perjury, forgery,

bribery or other crime punishable by im-
prisonment at hard labor; aU paupers and
persons under interdictiou; and all persons
proscribed by existing acts of Congress or
by the pending amendment to the Consti-
tution of the United States, known as the
14th article ; who shall be known to have
favored the secession of this State or any
other State. The truth of which shall be
ascertained by a direct oath, to be admin-
istered to such persons by the Commis-
sioners of Election in all cases of doubt ;

and any person on taking such oath falsely,

shall -be subject to the pains and penalties

of perjury ; Provided, the Legislature may,
by a two-thirds vote of each House, remove
such disabihty.

The President resumed the chair.

Mr. Moses moved to lay the amendment;

of Mr. Blackburn on the table.

Adopted—ayes 59, nays 20—as foUows;
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Teas : Antoine Barrett, BertoiiBeau,

Bonnefoi, Biirrel, Butler, Cooley, Crane,

Crawford, Ciuiey, Dearing, Demarest, U.
Dupart, Duplessis, Esnard, Gardiner,

Gould, Harjier, Harris, Harrison, Hemp-
stead, Hiestand, Ingraham, E, H. IsabeUe,

Thos. Isabelle, Jones, Kelso, Leroy, R.
Lewis, Ludeling, Lyncli, Marie, Martin,
Massicot, McLerau, McMiUen, Morris,

Moses, Murrel, Mushaway, Myers, New-
sham, Oliver, Packard, Poindexter, Pol-

lard, Riard, Riggs, Rodriguez, Smith, Sni-

der, Steele, Tinchant, Valfroit, Vandergriflf,

Tidal, Wickliflfe, Williams, Wilson—59
ayes.

Nays: Baker, Belden, Blackburn, Blan-
din, Cromwell, Donato, Douglas, Francois,

Gair, Landers, Lange, Meadows, Pierce,

Reagan, Reese, Scott, Thibaut, TwitcheU,
Underwood, Waples—20 nays.

Mr. Martin recorded the reasons of his

Tote as follows:

Although I an ojiposed to disfranchise-

ment contained in the proposed substitute,

I shall vote in the affirmative for the adop-
tion of the article.

Mr. Tinchant recorded the reasons for

his vote as follows

:

Being decidedly opposed to disfranchise-

ment for past political offenses, my vote

TviU. be always against any jDroposition by
"which even the smallest possible number of

citizens would be disfranchised, for that

reason.

The question recurring upon the amend-

ment of Mr. WicMiffe, the previous ques-

tion was demanded and the amendment was

lost.

Ayes 39, nays 40—as foUows:

Teas: Burrel, Butler, Cromwell, U. Du-
part, Francois, Gair, Gardiner, Har-
per, Harris Hempstead, Hiestand, Ingra-
Ixam, R. H. Isabelle, Jones, Lange, Leroy,
K. Lewis, Marie, Martin, Massicot Mea-
dows, Morris, Moses, Murrel, Newsham,
Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Poindexter, Pol-

lard, Reagan, Reese, Scott, Underwood,
Valfroit, Wickliflfe, Wilhams, Wilson—38
nays.

Nays: Antoine, Baker Barrett, Belden,
Bertonneau, Blackburn, Blandin, Bonnefoi,
Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Cuney, Dearing,
Demarest, Donato, Douglas, Duplessis,

Esnard, Gould, Harrison, Thos. Isabelle,

Kelso, Landers, Ludeling, Lynch, Mc-
Leran, McMUleD, Mushaway, Myers, Riard,
Riggs, Rodriguez, Smith, Snider, Steele,

Thibaut, Tinchant, TwitcheU, Vidal, Wa-
ples—40 nays.

The question recurring ux^on the amend-

ment of Mr. Packard.

It was lost—ayes 31, nays 48—as follows:

Teas: Burrel, Butler, Cromwell, U. Du-
part, Francois, Gardiner, Harper, Harris,
Hempstead, Hiestand, R. H. Isabelle,

Jones, Landers, Lange, Leroy, Marie,
Massicot, Meadows, Morris, MxuTel, New-
sham, Packard, Pierce, Poindexter, Pol-
lard, Scott, Steele, Valfroit, Waples, Wick-
liflfe, Williams—31 ayes.

Nays: Antoine, Baker, Barrett, Belden,
Bertonneau, Blackburn, Blandin, Bonnefoi,
Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Cuney, Dearing,
Damarest, Donato, Douglas, Duplessis, Es-
nard, Gair, Gould, Guichard, Harrison, In-
graham, T. Isabelle, Kelso, R. Lewis, Lude-
ling, Lynch, Martin, McLeran, McMiUen,
Moses, MushaAvay, Myers, Oliver, Reagan,
Reese, Riard, Riggs, Rodriguez, Smith,
Snider, Thibaut, Tinchant, TwitcheU, Un-
derwood, Vandergriflf, A'^idal—48 nays.

Mr. McMiUen moved to adopt article 96

majority report, accepting an amendment
of Mr. Jones to strike out the word "pau-

pers," and the article, as amended,^reading

as foUows :

Akt. 98. The following persons shall

be prohibited from voting or holding any
office of honor, trust or profit in this State,

to wit: AU persons who shaU have been
convicted of treason, perju.ry, forgery,

bribery, or other crime punishable by im-
prisonment at hard labor ; aU persons
under interdiction, and aU leaders or
oflficers of gueriUa bands during the late

war or rebellion. The foUo-wdng persons
are prohibited from voting or from holding
any office of honor, trust or profit in

this State until after the first of January,
one thousand eight hundred and seventy-

eight, to wit : AU persons who, before

the first of June, one thousand eight hun-
dred and sixty-one, held the office of Vice
President, Secretary of State, Secretary

of War, Secretary of the Interior, Secreta-

ry of the Treasury, Postmaster General or At-

torney General of the United States, diplo-

matic agents of the United States, members
of Congress, Judges of the Supreme, circuit

and district courts of the United States,

Governors and Lieutenant Governors of

this State or of other States, Judges of the

Supreme and district courts of this State,

Judges of the courts of last resort of other

States, members of the Legislature of this

State since the adoj)tion of the Constitution

of 1852, who approved or encoiu-aged the

secession of this State, members of seces-

sion conventions who voted for or signed

the Ordinance of Secession, and commis-
sioned officers of the army and navy of the

United States, who at any time engaged in

the late rebeUion ; Frovided, the Legisla-
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ture may, by a two-tliirds voto of eacli

House, remove such disability.

Was adopted—ayes 44, nays 35, as follows:

Yeas: Autoine, Baker, Barrett, Belden,

Blapdin, Bonnefoi, Cooley, Crawford, Cu-

ney, Dearing, Donato, Douglas, U. Du-
part, Gair, Gould, Guicliard, Harris, Har-
rison, Hempstead, Hiestand, lugraham, R.

H. IsabeUe, Thos. Isabelle, Jones, Kelso,

Landers, Leroy, Ludeling, Lynch, Massi-

cot, McLeran, McMiUen, Murrel, Musha-
way, Myers, PoUard, Reese, Riard, Riggs,

Steele, Thibaut, Twitchell, Vandergriff,Wa-
ples—44 ayes.

Nays: Bertonneau, Blackburn, Burrel,

Butler, Crane, Cromv/eU, Demarest, Du-
plessis, Esnard, Francois, Gardiner, Har-
per, Lange, R. Lewis, Marie, Martin, Mea-
dows, Morris, Moses, Newsham, Oliver,

Packard, Pierce, Poindexter, Reagan, Ro-
driguez, Smith, Scott, Snider, Tinchant,
Underwood, Valfroit, WiUiams, Vidal,

WickHfife—35 nays.

The foUo-vving members submitted for

record the following exi^lanation of their

vote:

Meghakics' Institute, January 28, 1868.

We voted for the 96th article, because we
believe it is the most liberal proposition

this Convention will favor. We j>refer

universal amnesty.

John T. Ludeling,
of Ouachita and Caldwell,

John L. Barrett,
Union parish,

Thos. P. Harrison,
Morehouse parish,

John Lynch,
of CarroU parish,

W. H. COOLET,
Pointe Coupee.

John B. Vandergriff,
St. Martin.

ECenby W. FuUliER,
of Avoyelles.

Mr. Snider recorded the following reasons

for his vote

:

The undersigned most respectfully enters
his protest against the 98th article of this

Constitution, and would say with all re-

spect that he is in favor of universal am-
nesty, and asks that his vote be recorded on
the journal.

Mr. Meadows recorded the foUowing

reasons for his vote

:

I do hereby vote for disfranchisement,
because it behooves us as a Republican
people to ratify the works of Congress of
the United States.

By Mr. McMillen:

Article 97, majority report, reading as

follows:

Art. 99. Members of the General Assem-
bly,and all other officers, State, parish ormu-
nicij)al, shall, before they enter upon the du-
ties of theu" offices, take th« following oath
or affirmation: "I (AB) do solemnly swear
(or affirm) that I will support the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States and the
Constitution and lav/s of this State, and that

I wiU faithfully and impartially discharge
and perform all the duties incumbent on
me as , according to the best of

my ability and understanding. So help me
God."

Mr. Jones moved to amend by striking

out the fifth to the thirteenth lines, inclu-

sive, and inserting the third to the thirty-

third Hnes of article 108, minority report,

as follows:

Members of the General Assembly, and
all other officers. State, parish or municipal,
shall, before they enter iipon the duties of
their offices, take the following oath or af-

firmation :
' 'I do solemnly swoar (or affirm)

that I have never voluntarily borne arms
against the United States since I have been
a citizen thereof; that I have given no vol-

untary aid, countenance, counsel or en-

couragement to persons engaged in armed
hostility thereto ; that I have neither sought
nor accepted, nor attempted to exercise the
functions of any office whatever, under any
authority or pretended authority, in hostility

to the United States; that I have not yielded
a voluntary support to any pretended gov-
ernment, authority, power or Constitution

within the Unit^ed States, hostile or inimi-

cal thereto, and did not wilfully desert from
the military or naval service of the United
States, or leave this State to avoid the di'aft

dunug the rebeUion ; and that I will sup-
port the Constitution and laws of the
United States, and of this State, and that

I win faithfully and impartially discharge

and perform aU the duties incumbent on
me as •, according to the best of my
abilities and understanding. So help me
God."

Mr. Rodriguez was called to the chair.

Mr. Cooley moved to lay the amendment

of Mr. Jones on the table. Adopted.

Mr. Hempstead moved to lay the motion

of Mr. McMillen on the table. Lost.

Mr. Packard moved to amend by insert-

ing in the 5th line after the word "afliiiu,"

the following:

That I accept the civil and political

equality of all men, and agree not to at-

. tempt to deprive any person on account of
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race, color or i)re%'ious coudition of any
political or civil rights, pri\'ilege or im-
munity enjoyed by any other class of men.

The previous question was ordered, and
tlie amendment was adopted—ayes 40, nays

23—as follows:

Yeas: Belden, Bertonneau, Blandin,
Cromwell, Depasseau, U. Durpart, Esnard,
Francois, Gair, Guichard, Harper, Harris,
Hempstead, Ingi-aham, E. H. Isabelle,

Jones, Landers, Lange, Leroy, R. Lewis,
Marie, Meadows, McLeran, Moses, Murrel,
Mushaway, Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Rea-
gan. Riggs, Rodriguez, Schwab, Scott,
Tinchant, Twitchell, Underwood, Vidal,
Williams, Wilson—10 ayes.

Nays: Antoine, Baker, Barrett, Black-
burn, Brown, Cooley, Crane, Crawford,
Dearing, Douglas, Duplessis, Ferguson,
Goiild, Harrison, Thos. Isabelle, J. B.
Lewis, Ludeling, Lynch, McMillen,
Myers, Steele, Thibaut, Waples—23 nays.

The question recurring upon the motion

to adopt article 97, as amended, reading as

follows:

Art. 99. Members of the General Assem-
bl}^, and all other oflicers, before they en-
ter upon the duties of their offices shall
take the following oath or affirmation : I
(A B) do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I
accept the civil and political equahty of all

men, and agree not to attempt to dei^rive
any person or persons on account of race,
color, or previous condition, of any pohti-
cal or civil right, privilege, or immunity
enjoyed by any other class of men; that I
Vvill support the Constitution and laws of
the United States, and the Constitution and
laws of this State, and that I will faithfully
Rnd impartially discharge and perform all

the duties incumbent on me as , ac-
cording to the best of my abiHty and un-
derstanding. So help me God.

Was adopted—ayes 48,nays 19—as follows

:

Yeas: Antoine, Belden, Bertonneau,
Blandin, Brown, Burrel, Cromwell, Depas-
seau, U. Dupart, Esnard, Francois, Gair,
Gardiner, Guichard, Harper, Harris,
Hempstead, Ingraham, R. H. Isabelle,
Jones, Landers, Lange, Leroy, R. Lewis,
Marie, Martin, Meadows,McLeran, McMil-
len, Moses, Mushaway, Murrel, Myers,
OUver, Packard, Pierce, Pollard, Reagan,
Reese, Riggs, Rodriguez, Schwab, Scott,
Tinchant, Underwood, Valfroit, Wickliflfe,

WiUiams, Wilson—48 ayes.

Nays: Baker, Barrett, Blackburn, Cooley,
Crane, Crawford, Dearing, Douglas, Du-
plessis, Ferguson, Gould, Harrison, Thos.
litabelle, J. B. Lewis, Ludeling, Lynch,
iBieele, Twitchell, Waples—19 nays.

By Mr. McMiUen:
Ai-ticle 98, majority report, reading as

follows:

Treason against the State shall con-
sist only in levying war against it, or in
adhering to its enemies—gi^dng them aid
and comfort. No person shall be convicted
of treason except on the testimony of two
witnesses to the same overt act, or on his
confession in open court.

Mr. Hempstead moved to amend by
adding:

Persons who served three years or
more as officers above the grade of colonel
in the Confederate army, or above the
grade of lieutenant in the Confederate navj,
shall not be permitted to vote or hold office;

but such a person may relieve himself from
this prohibition by filing in the office of
the Secretary of State a voluntary statement
that he regrets having aided and abetted
the enemy of his country.

Mr. McMillen raised the point of order

that the amendment was not in order.

The Chair so ruled.

Mr. Hempstead appealed.

The Chair was sustained.

The article, as reported, was adopted.

On motion the Convention adjourned xintil

to-morrow at 10 o'clock a. m.

A true copy:

WM. VIGERS, Secretary.

FIFTY-FIRST DAY.
New Orleans, Wednesday, Jan. 29, 1868.

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn-

ment, and was called to order by the Presi-

dent at 10 A. M.

The roll was called, and the following

members answered to their names:

J. G. Taliaferro, President; Messrs. An-
toine, Baker, Barrett, Blackburn, Blandin,
Bonnefoi, Brown, Burrel, Butler. Crom-
well, Dearing, Demarest, Depasseau, P. G.
Deslonde, U. Dupart, Duplessis, Francois,
Fuller, FergTison, Gair, Gould, Guichard,
Harris, Harrison, Hempstead, Ingraham,
Jones, Kelso, Landers, Lange, Leroy, J. B.
Le-nis, R. Lewis, Ludeling, Marie, Martin,
Meadows, McLeran, Moses, Murrel, Oliver,

Packard, Pierce, Poindexter, Pollard,

Reagan, Reese, Riggs, Rodriguez, Scott,

Snider, Steele, Thibaut, Twitchell, Under-
wood, Valfroit, Wickliffe, WiUiams, Wil-
son—60 members present.

Prayer by the Rev. Jos. Fisk.

The minutes were read and adopted.
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OKIGINAIi KESOLUTIONS.

By Mr. Packard:

Resolved, That a committee of three be
appointed by the President to wait upon
Major General W. S. Hancock and confer
with' him in relation to the steps necessary
to be taken for the purpose of holding an
election for executive, judicial and legisla-

tive officers and members of Congress, on
the same day on which the Constitution is

submitted to the people for ratification,

and ascertain if he Avill co-operate in the

action of this Convention in relation to that

matter.

The rules were suspended and the resolu-

tion laid on the table.

Mr. E. Bonnefoi explained his vote:

I voted for the 96th article, because I be-

lieve it is the most liberal proposition this

Convention will favor. I prefer universal
amnesty.

tJNITNISHED BUSINESS.

By Mr. Meadows

:

Article 99, majority report, reading as fol-

lows:
Akt. 101. All penalties shall be propor-

tioned to the nature of the oft'ense.

Which was adopted.

By Mr. Gair:

Article 100, majority rejjort, as follows:

Abt. 102. The privilege of free suffrage

shall be supported by laws regulating elec-

tions, and prohibiting, under adequate pen-
alties, all undiie influence thereon from
power, bribery, tumult or other improper
practice.

Adopted.

By Mr, Gair:

Article 101, majority report, as follows;

Abt, 103. No money shallbe dra^vsTi from
the treasury but in pursuance ef specific

appropriations made by law; a statement
and account of receipts and expenditures of

all public moneys shall be made annually in
such manner as shall be prescribed by law.

Mr. Blackburn moved to amend by add-

ing:

And the first Legislature convening under
this Constitution shall make a sjiecial ap-
propriation to liquidate whatever portion of

the debt of this Convention may at that
time remain unpaid or unprovided for.

The amendment was agreed to and the

article as amended, and reading as follows,

was adopted:

Akt. 103. No money shall be drawn from
the treasury but in pursuance of specific

appropriations made by law; a statement

and account of receipts and expenditures of
all public moneys shall be made annually
in such manner as shall be prescribed by
law. And tlie first Legislature convening
under this Constitution shah make a spe-
cial apijropriation to liquidate whatever
portion of the debt of this Convention may
at that time remain ixnpaid or unprovided
for.

By Mr. Bertonnean

:

Article 102, majority report, as follows:

Art. 104. All ci^-il officers of the State at

large shall be voters of and reside within
the State, and all district or jDarish officers

shall reside within their respective districts

or parishes, and shall keep their offices at
such place therein as may be required by
law.

Ad 01)ted.

By Mr. Oliver:

Article 103, majority report, as follows:

Aet. 105. All civil officers shall be re-

movable by an address of two-thirds of the
members elect to each House of the Gen-
eral Assembly, except those whose removal
is otherwise pro\ided for by this Constitu-
tion.

Mr. Crane moved to amend by striking

out "two-thirds," and inserting "ma-
jority."

Laid on the table.

The article, as rei^orted, was adopted.

By Mr. Oliver:

Article 104, majority report, as follows:

Art. 106. In all elections by the people
the vote shall be taken by ballot; and in all

elections by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives, jointly or separately, the vote
shall be given viva voce.

Adopted.

By Mr. Gair

:

Ajticle 105, majority report, as follows

:

Aet. 105. No member of Congress or
person holding or exercising any office of
trust or profit imder the United States, or
under any foreign power, shall be eligible

as a member of the General Assembly, or
hold or exercise any office of trust or profit

under this State.

Mr. Twitchell moved to amend by adding
" Postmast-ers."

The amendment and article were laid on
the table.

By Mr. Hempstead

:

Article 106, majority report, as follows :

Aet. 107. None but citizens of the Uni-
ted States and of this State shall be ap-
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pointed to any office of trust or profit in
this State.

Adopted.

By Mr. Lyncli

:

Article 107, majority report, reading as

foUo-ws

:

Art. 108. The laws, public records and
the judicial and legislative written proceed-
ings of the State shall be promulgated, pre-
served and conducted in the English lan-

guage.

Was adopted.

By Mr. Tinchant:

Article 116, minority report.

Laid on the table.

By Mr. Hempstead:

Article 108, majority report, as follows:

Aet. 109. No power of suspending the
laws of this State shall be exercised ex-

cept by the General Assembly.

Adopted.

By Mr. Underwood:

Article 109, majority report, as follows:

Akt. 110. No expostfacto or retroactive

law, nor any law impairing the obligation
of contracts, shall be passed; nor vested
rights be divested, unless for puri^oses of

pubKc utility and for adequate compensa-
tion previously made.

Adoi^ted.

By Mr. OHver:

Article 110, majority report, as follows:

Akt. 111. Whenever the General Assem-
bly shall contract a debt exceeding in
amount the sum of one hundred thousand
dollars, unless in case of war, to repel inva-
sion or suppress insurrection, it shall in the
law creating the debt, provide adequate
ways and means for the payment of the cur-
rent interest and of the principal when the
same shall become due, and the said law
shall be irrepealable unless principal and
interest be fiiUy paid, or unless the repeal-

ing law contains some adequate provision
for the payment of the principal and inte

rest of the debt.

Adopted.

By Mr. Gair:

Article 111, majority report, as follows:

Akt. 112. The General Assembly shall
provide by law for ail change of venue in
civil and criminal cases.

The article as reported was adoptud.

By Mr. Underwood:
Article 112, majority report, as follows:

Akt. 113. The General Assembly may
enact general laws regulating the adoption

of children, emancipation of minors and
the granting of divorces; but no special
law shaU be passed relating to particidai' or
individual cases.

Adopted.

By Mr. Oliver:

Article 113, majority report, as follows:

Akt. 114. Every law passed by the Gen-
eral Assembly shall embrace but one object,
and that shall be expressed in the title.

Adopted.

By Mr. Gair:

Article 114, majority report, as follows:

Akt. 115. No law shall be revived or
amended by reference to its title; but in
such case the revived or amended section
shaU be re-enacted and published at length.

Adopted.

Mr. Ingraham was called to the chair.

By Mr. Blandin:

Article 115, majority report, asfoUows:

Art. 116. The General Assembly shall

never adopt any system or code of laws by
general reference to such system or code of
laws; but in all cases shall specify the sev-
eral provisions of the law it may enact.

The article as reported was adopted.

By Mr. Blandin

:

Article 116, majority report, as follows:

Akt. 117. No person shall hold or ex-
ercise, at the same time, more than one
oflace of trust or profit except that of jus-

tice of the peace or notary public.

Adopted.

By Mr. Gair:

Article 117, majority report :

Mr. Hiestand moved to strike out after

the word "law," in the fifth line, aU to

the word "purposes," inclusively, and in-

sert in Hen thereof '
' no property shall be

exempt from taxation, except such as is in

the actual necessary use for religious or

charitable purposes."

Laid on the table.

Mr. Meadows moved to strike out all

after the word " dollar," in the 19th line.

Lost.

Mr. Jones moved to insert after the

words "business done," "and all deeds of

sales made or that may be made by collec-

tors of taxes, shall be received by courts in

evidence a,^ primafacie valid sales."

Adopted.

Mr. Cooley moved to amend by inserting

in place of the foregoing, the following:
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^11 deeds of sales made by the Sheriffs or

tax collectors in the State, shall be received

as prima facie evidence of the observance

by said oflficers of the formalities required

by law in sales for taxes.

Lost.

The axticle, as amended, and reading as

follows :

Abt. 118. Taxation shall be equal and
uniform throughout the State ; all proper-

ty shall be taxed in proportion to its value,

to be ascertained as directed by law ; the

General Assembly shall have power to

exempt from taxation property actually

used for church, school or charitable pur-

poses. The General Assembly may levy

an income tax ujjon all persons pursuing
any occupation, trade or caUing. And aU
such persons shall obtain a license, as jjro-

vided by law. AU tax on income shall be
'pro rata on the amount of income, or

business done. And aU deeds of sales

made or that may be made by collectors of

taxes, shall be received by courts as prima
facie valid sales. The General Assembly
shall levy a poll tax on aU male inhabitants

of this State, over twenty-one years old,

for school and charitable purposes, which
tax shall never exceed one dollar and fifty

cents per annum.

Was adopted—ayes 33, nays 29—as fol-

lows:

Teas: Barrett, Belden, Butler, Demarest,

P. G. Deslonde, U. Dupart, Fergu-
son, Gair, Gardiner, Harrison, Hemp-
stead, R. H. laabeUe, Jones, Leroy, Lude-
ling. Marie, Meadows, Murrel, Myers,
Poindexter, PoUard, Reese, Riard, Riggs,

Rodriguez, Scott, Tinchant, TwitcheU,
Underwood, Valfroft, Wickliffe, WiUiams,
"Wilson—33 yeas.

Nays: Antoine, Baker, B«rk)nne«u, Blan-
din, Bonnefoi, Cooley, Crane, CromweU,
Cuney, Bearing, Duplesais, Esnard, Fran-
cois, Gould, Ingraham, Thos. IsabeUe,

Landers, McLeran, Moses, Oliver, Pierce,

Reagan, Roberts, Schwab, Snaer, Steele,

Thibaut, Waples—29 nays.

Mr. Hempstead moved to suspend the

rules to adopt the following resolution

:

Resolved, That a committee of three be
appointed by the Chair to inquire in what
manner $3000 of the warrants issued to

members of the Convention as per diem
came into the hands of Thomas Askew,
State Tax Collector for the First District of

New Orleans, and paid to the Auditor by
him this day.

The rules were suspended and the resolu-

tion was adopted.

The Chair appointed on the Commit-

tee Messrs. Hempstead, Antoine and Rea-
gan.

Mr. Underwood moved to suspend the

rules to adopt the following:

Resolved, That any person who shall

offer to pay his tax with warrants issued

by this Convention for the pay of mem-
bers, shall endorse said warrants to that

effect.

The rules were suspended and the resolu-

tion was adopted.

Mr. Wickliffe called up his resolution

lying over from January 6th, and moved to

adopt, as an article of the Constitution.

Abt. — . The Legislature shall pass no
laws, nor shall any parochial or municipal
corporation pass any ordinance discriminat-

ing by taxation or license between citizen

residents and non-residents.

Pending its consideration the Convention

adjourned till to-morrow at 10 a. m.

A true copy

:

WM. VIGERS, Secretary.

FIFTY-SECOND DAY.
New OkijEANs, Thursday, Jan. 30, 1868.

The Convention met pursuant to adjoui-n-

ment, and was called to order by the Presi-

dent at 10 A. M.

The roU was called and the following

members answered to their names:

President J. G. Taliaferro ; Messrs. Baker,
Barret, Bertonneau, Blandin, Bonnefoi,

Brown, Burrel, Butler, Crane, Crawford,

Cromwell, Cuney, Dearing, Demarest, De-
passeau, Deslonde P. G., Dupart U.,

Francois, Fuller, Gair, Gardiner, Gould,
Guichard, Harris, Hempstead, Hiestand,

Ingraham, Jones, Kelso, Landers, Lange,
Lewis R., Lynch, Marie, Meadows, Mc-
Leran, McMiUen, Moses, Murrel, Myers,
Oliver, Pierce, Poindexter, PoUard, Reagan,
Reese, Riggs, Rodriguez, Scott, Snider,

Steele, Thibaut, Twitchwell, Underwood,
Waples, Wickliffe, Williams, Wilson—60
members present.

Prayer by the Rev. Jos. Fisk.

The minutes were read and approved.

OKIGINAL BESOLUnONS.

By Mr. McMiUen:
Resolved, That hereafter no delegate shaU

be aUowed to sjjeak more than ten minutes
upon any subject under consideration,

without the consent of two-thirds of the
members of the House.
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The rules were suspended to place the

resolution upon its passage.

Mr. Moses moved to lay it on the table.

Lost.

The resolution was adopted.

By. Mr. Burrel:

Be it resolved. That the collectors of

taxes of the different parishes be instruct-

ed to pay to the delegates of his parish the
amount due on their warrants in lieu of

paying to the State Treasurer.
Resolved further, That the State Treasu-

rer shall receive the warrants of said dele-

gates when endorsed by them and so ac-

credit the said collector.

Lies over.

On motion of Mr. Smith, Mr. Bonsei-

gneur was excused from attendance on ac-

count of sickness.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS.

The article proposed by Mr. Wickliffe

being under consideration, it was rejected-

ayes 22, nays 42—as follows:

Ayes: Cromwell, Demarest, Donato, U.
Dupart, Gardiner, Guichard, Hari^er, Hies-
tand, Lange, J. B. Lewis, Marie, Martin,
Massicot, Meadows, McLeran, Newsham,
Pierce, Reese, Scott, Underwood, Wick-
liffe, Wilhams,—22 ayes.

Nays : Barrett, Bertonneau, Blandin,
Bonnefoi, Brown, Butler, Cooley, Crane,
Crawford, Dearing, Depasseau, P. G. Des-
londe, Douglas, Duplessis, Ferguson, Gair,
Harris, Harrison, T. IsabeUe, Jones, Leroy,
E. Lewis, Ludeling, Lynch, McMiUen,
Moses, Myers, Oliver, Packard, Poindexter,
Pollard, Reagan, Riard, Riggs, Rodriguez,
Smith, Snaer, Snider, Steele, Thibaut,
Twitchell, Waples—42 nays.

By Mr. Underwood:
Article 118, majority report, reading as

follows:

Akt. 119. None of the lands granted by
Congress to the State of Louisiana for aid-

ing in constnietiug the necessary levees and
drains to reclaim the swamp and overflowed
lands of the State, shall be diverted from
the purpose for which they were granted.

Was adoi^ted.

By Mr. Blandin:

Article 119, majority report, reading as

follows :

Akt. 120. No liability, either State, pa-
rochial or municipal, shall exist for any
debts contracted for or in the interest of

the rebellion against the United States Gov-
ernment.

Was adopted.

By Mr. Underwood :

Article 120, majority report, reading as
;i

follows :

Art. 121. The General Assembly may de-
termine the mode of filling vacancies in all

offices for which provision is not made in
this Constitution.

Was adopted.

By Mr. Blandin:

Article 121, majority report, reading as

follows

:

Art. 122. The General Assembly shall
pass no law requiring a jDroperty qualifica-

tion for office.

Was adopted.

By Mr. Hempstead

:

Ai-ticle 122, majority rejaort, reading as

follows

:

Art. 123. All officers shall continue ft)

discharge the duties of their offices until

their successors shall have been inducted
into office.

Mr. Waples moved to amend by adding
' 'except in cases of impeachment or suspen-

sion.

"

Adopted.

The article, as amended, reading as fol-

lows:

Art. 123. All officers shall continue to

discharge the duties of their offices until

their successors shall have been inducted
into office, except in case of impeachment
or suspension.

Was adopted.

By Mr. Gair:

Article 123, majority report, reading as

follows:

Art. 124. The General Assembly shall

provide for the protection of the rights of

married women to their paraphernal prop-
erty and for the registration of the same,
but no mortgage or privilege shaU hereafter

affect third parties unless recorded in the

parish where the property to be affected is

situated. The tacit mortgages and privi-

leges now existing in this State shall cease

to have effect against third persons after the

first day of January, one thousand eight

hundred and seventy, unless duly recorded.

The General Assembly shall provide by law
for the registration of aU mortgages and
privileges.

Mr. Cooley moved to amend by striking

out "from the 9th to the 14th line."

Mr. Belden moved to postpone the fur-

ther consideration of the article until to-

morrow at 12 M.
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Mr. Barrett moved to lay the motion to

postpone on the table.

Adopted.

Mr. Barrett moved to lay the amend-

ment of Mr. Cooley on the table.
]

Adopted.

The article, as reported, was adopted.

Mr. Cooley explained his vote on the

adoption, as follows:

On the motion to adopt article

123 of the majority report, I voted

no because I ccnsidered all that part

of it requiring tacit mortgages, already in

existence, to be recorded on or before the

1st January, 1870, in order to be valid, a

violation of the Constitution of the United
States.

By Mr. Lynch:

Article 124, majority report, reading as

follows:

Art. 125. The General Assembly at its

first session under this Constitution shaU
provide an annual pension for the veterans

of 1814 and 1815.

Mr, Tinchant moved to amend by add-

ing:

And as much as practicable, for such
citizens of this State above the age of 45
years, who may have sei-ved in the army,
navy or marine corps of the United States

during the late war or rebellion, and have
received an honorable discharge therefrom.
It shaU also provide for the supj)ort

of such destitute citizens of this

State who may have been crijiijled,

maimed or disabled while in the service of

the United States during the late war or re-

bellion. And also of the widows and or-

phans under sixteen years of age Avhose

husbands or fathers did serve in the army,
navy or marine corps of the United States

during the late war or rebellion; whether
they died while in active service, or after

having been honorably discharged there-

from; Provided, That the word "citizen,"

jin this article, shall be so construed astoin-
• elude all men, without distinction of race

or color, who can prove to have been
inhabitants of the State for one year
previous to January first, 1863; and,
Protidedfurther. That such women who
can prove their actual good character, and
who can clearly establish that they had
lived with the deceased as husband and
wife, at least during the next five years pre-
iCeding his death, shall be deemed their

widow, and children born under the same
circumstances, shall be considered legiti-

mate.

Mr. Blackburn moved to amend by
adding

:

And the destitute widows and orjihans of

Union men who were compelled to serve in

the rebel army, and who thereby lost their

lives.

Mr. Lynch was called to the chair.

Mr. Bertonneau moved to lay the two

jiending amendments on the table.

Adopted.

The article, as reported, was adopted.

By Mr. Underwood :

Article 125, majority rej)ort, reading as

follows :

Akt. 126. The General Assembly at its

first session under this Constitution shaU.

provide for the registration of voters

throughout the State, and no one shall be
permitted to vote unless registered.

Which was adopted.

By Mr. Cromwell:

The following as article 127 of the Con-

stitution, reading as foUows:

All persons, before registering, must take

and subscribe to the following oath: "I do
solemnly swear (or afiirm) that I will sup-

port or maintain the Constitution and laws

ot the United States, and the Constitution

and laws of the State of Louisiana; that I

am not excluded from registering by any
clause, section or article in the Constitution

of this State; that I "will never countenance
or aid in the secession of this State from
the United States; that I accept the public,

pohtical and civil equality of aU men, and
agree not to attempt to deprive any person
or persons, on account of race, color or pre-

vious condition, of any political or civil

rights and public privileges or immunities
enjoyed by any class of men; and, further-

more, that I wiU not in any way injure, or

countenance in others, any attempt to in-

jure any person or persons on account of

past or present support of the Government
of the United States, and laws of the United
States, or the jjrinciples of the public, po-
htical and civil equaHty of all men."

Mr. McMillen moved to lay on the table.

Adopted.

By Mr. McMiUen:
Article 126, majority report, reading as

foUows

:

Akt. 127. The military shall be in subor-
dination to the ci^^.l power.

Was adopted,

Mr, Waples moved to amend article 127,

majority report, by striking out from the

word "and" in the 3d line, to the word

!
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"those" in the 4:th line and inserting "of

the State."

Mr. Burrell moved to lay the amendment

on the table.

Lost.

The question recurring upon the amend-

ment of Mr. Waples, it was adopted.

Mr. Cooley moved to lay the article as

amended on the table.

Lost—ayes 32, nays 32—as follows:

Yeas: Antoine, Baker, Barrett, Black-

burn, Burrel, Butler, Cooley, Crane, Bear-
ing, P. G. Deslonde, Gair, Gould, Harper,
Harris, Harrison, Ingraham, Thos. Isabelle,

Landers, E. Lewis, Ludeling, Lynch, Mc-
Millen, Murrel, Pierce, Poindexter, Keese,

Kiggs, Scott, Steele, TwitcheH, Wickliffe—
32 ayes.

Nays: Beldeu, Bertonner tl,' Blandin,

Crawford, Cromwell, Demarest, Depasseau,
Douglas, Donato, Duparte G., Dupart U.,

Esnard, Francois, Ferguson, Gardiner,

Hiestand, Martin, Meadows, Moses, Mush-
away, Packard, Pollard, Beagan, Riard,

Rodriguez, Schwab, Smith, Tinchant, Un-
derwood, Waples, Wniiams, Wilson—32

nays.

The question recurring upon the adop-

tion of the article as amended, it was lost.

Mr. Bui-rel moved to adopt the article,

as reported.

Mr. Blackburn moved to amend by

striking out all after the word "article,"

and inserting:

It shall be the duty of the General As-
sembly to make it -obligatory upon each
parish to supi^ort all paupers residing with-

in its limits.

Adopted.

The article, as amended, and reading as

follows, was adojited :

Art. 128. It shall be the duty of the

General Assembly to make it obhgatory
upon each parish to support all paupers
residing within its limits.

Mr. Baker voted against the adoption of

article 127 of the majority repox*t, because

in his oj)inion it would be unjustly burden-

some to the countiy parishes.

Mr. Blackburn voted against the same,

thinking each i^arish should support its own
paupers.

Mr. McMillen moved to amend article

128 by striking out aU after the word
*' article," and inserting :

All agreements, the consideration of

which was Confederate money, notes or
bonds are nuU and void, and shall not be
enforced in the courts of this State.

Mr. Schwab moved to amend by striking

out all after the word "article" and in-

serting:

All obligations given for in consideration
of Confederate money, unsettled, are null
and void, and no judgment pending, shall

be enforced in any court of this State
against any indi\idual. Except for fur-

nishing the poor, in time of need, when,
proven, for which debt the State shall be '

held responsible.

Mr. Cromwell moved to amend by strik-

ing out all after the word "article" and
inserting

:

The State of Louisiana shall never
assume nor pay any debt or obligation con-
tracted or incurred in aid of the rebellion

;

nor shall this State eA'er, in any manner,
claim from the United States, or make
any allowance or compensation for slaves

emancipated or liberated in any way what-
ever.

The Chair decided the amendment of Mr,

Cromwell not in order.

The Convention adjourned until to-mor-

row at 10 A. M.

A true copy:

WM. VIGEES, Secretary.

FIFTY-THIED DAY.
New Orleans, Friday, Jan. 31, 1868.

The Convention met jsursuant to ad-

journment, and was called to order by the

President at 10 a. m.

The roll was called and the following

members answered to their names:

President J. G. Taliaferro, Messrs. An-
toine, Blandin, Bonnefoi, Brown, Burrel,

Butler, Crane, Crawford, Cromwell, Cuney,
Dearing, Demarest, Depasseau, P. G.
Deslonde, G. Duparte, U. Dupai-t, Duples-
sis, Esnard, Francois, Fuller, Gair, Gardi-
ner, Gould, Guichard, Harper, Harris, Har-
rison, HemiJstead, Ingraham, Jones, Kelso,

Landers, Lange, Leroy, J. B. Lewis, R.
Lewis, Martin, Meadows, McLeran, Moses,
Murrel, Mushaway, Myers, Newsham, Oli-

ver, Pierce, Poindexter, Pollard, Reagan,
Reese, Riard, Rodriguez, Schwab, Smith,

Snaer, Scott, Snidei , Steele, Thibaut, Twit-

cheU, Underwood, Vandergriff, Waples,

WickUflfe, WilUams, Wilson—67 members
present.

Prayer by the Rev. Jos. Fisk.

The minutes were read and adopted.
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Mr. Cromwell gave notice that lie will

move to reconsider the vote upon article 44.

OEIGINAIj kesolutions.

By Mr. Bui-rell:

Resolved, That the collectors of taxes in
different parishes be instructed to pay
to the delegates of their respective j^ar-

ishes, if demanded by them, the amount
due on their respective warrants, instead of
paying the amount into the Treasury of the
State.

Resolved, That the State Treasurer shall
receive the warrants of said delegates from
the tax collectors when indorsed according-
ly by said delegates and to accredit the tax
collector, in the same manner as when said
warrants were paid for taxes.

Lies over.

By Mr. Meadows:
Resolved, That the Rev. Josiah Fisk

shall receive the sum of three hundred dol-
lai's for his services from the State Treas-
urer, the same to be paid after this Conven-
tion shall have finished its work.

Lies over.

The following communication from Geo.

Hite was received :

GentijEmen—I most respectfully ask that
my bill, amounting to .^122 50 for repair-
ing locks and furnishing keys to the desks,
be paid. My bill has been ajjproved, but
it is impossilDle for me to get a warrant.
As I have my licenses and taxes to pay, I
would most respectfully ask to be i^aid.
Hoping you will take my demand into con-
sideration, I am, etc.

And the claim was ordered to be paid.

tTNFINISHED BUSINESS.

Mr. Cromwell moved to reconsider the

vote upon the adoption of article 12.5,

majority report.

Mr. Bertonneau moved to lay the motion
to reconsider on the table.

Adoj^ted.

The question recurring upon the amend-
ment of Mr. Schwab to article 128, majority
report.

The amendment was laid on the table.

Mr. Cooley was called to the chair.

Mr. Smith moved to amend by striking

out all after the word "article," and in-

serting:

All agreements, bonds, notes and mort-
gages involving Confederate mo aey,whether
the consideration be therein expressed or
not; and all subsequent agreements, bonds,
notes and mortgages, as well as judgments,
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executions and other judicial proceedings
of the courts of this State in reference to
such original bonds, notes and mortgages
are nuU and void, and shall not be enforced
by the courts of this State.

The Chair decided the amendment of
Mr. Smith not in order.

Mr. Harris moved to amend the amend-
ment of Mr. McMillen by inserting after

the words "all agreements" the words "and
any part thereof."

Laid on the table.

The question recurring upon the amend-
ment of Mr. McMiUen, it was adopted.

The auestion recurring upon the adoption
of article 128, as amended, and reading as

follows

:

_
Akt. 129. All agreements, the considera-

tion of which was Confederate money, notes
or bonds, are nuU and void, and shall not
be enforced by the courts of this State.

It was adopted.

Mr. Hemijstead moved to amend article

129, majority report, by striking out the
words "obligations," and "in the past,"

and inserting:

Contracts for the sale of persons or ob-
ligations in which persons and other pro-
perty are concerned, stiU unexecuted, are
null and void, and shall not be enforced by
the com-ts of this State, so far as the value
of j)ersons is concerned.

Tabled.

Mr. Packard moved to amend the article

by striking out all after the word "article,"

and inserting:

Akt. 1.30. Contracts for the sale of per-
sons stiU unexecuted, are null and void, and
shall not be enforced by the courts of this
State.

Adopted.

The article as amended and reading as

follows

:

Akt. 130. Contracts for the sale of per-
sons still unexecuted are null and void, and
shall not be enforced by the courts of this
State.

Was adopted.

Mr. Cromwell moved to adopt the follow-

ing article as ai-ticle 131 of the Constitu-

tion.

Aet. 131. The State of Louisiana shall
never assume nor pay any debt or obliga-
tion contracted or incurred in aid of the
rebellion ; nor shall this State ever, in any
manner, claim from the United States, or
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make any allowance or compensation for

slaves emancipated or liberated iu any way
"whatever.

Adoj)ted.

Mr. Lynch moved to adopt the following

as article 132 of the Constitution:

Abt. —. The State of Louisiana may
be sued in anj district court thereof, for

any amount within the jurisdiction of said

court, by any citizen of said State.

Mr. Waples moved to amend by adding:
" Where the cause of action arises after the
adoi^tion of this Constitution, and all neces-

sary processes in such suits, shall be
served on the District Attorney for the
judicial district in Avhich said suit is brought.

Mr. Gair moved to lay the pending article

and amendment on the table.

Adopted.

Mr. Underwood moved to adopt article

140, minority report, as article 132 of the

Constitution, reading as follows:

AU persons who were formally debarred
by slavery from legally contracting matri-
mony in this State, who have hved together
as husband and wife for three consecutive
years prior to the adoj^tion of this Consti-
tution, shall be deemed, after the adoption
of this Constitution, in all courts of justice,

as husband and wife, and their ofi'siDring as

their legal heirs, as though said disabihty
had never existed.

Mr. Tinchant moved to amend by adding:

And, to prevent concubinage in this

State, the General Assembly shall enact
such laws that will facilitate all women,
without distinction of race or color, to sue
for breach of promise. The General As-
sembly shall also provide to compel to mar-
riage upon application of one of the parties,

such persons who may have lived together
not less than one year consecutively.

Laid on the table.

Mr. Wicldiffe moved to amend by insert-

ing "after persons," the words "of African

descent," and by striking out the word
"slavery" and inserting in lieu thereof "by
the laws of the State."

Mr. Meadows moved to lay the article

and aU pending amendments on the table.

Adopted.

Mr. McMillen moved to adopt the follow-

ing as article 132.

Art. — It shall be the dtity of the Gen-
eral Assembly, under this Constitution,
to provide by law for the exemption from
sale under execution, of real and personal

proijerty, not to exceed in amount two
thousand dollars; Provided, Said law shall in
no manner imjDair existing obligations.

]Mr. Belden moved to amend by striking

out ";$2000" and inserting ".^1000."

Laid on the table.

M. Depasseau moved to lay the original

article on the table.

Adoptetl.

Mr. Wickliffe meved to adopt the fol-

lowing as article 132:

Akt. —. Sec. 1. There shall be aiipointed

by the Governor, every two years, by and
with the advice and consent of the Senate,
a Board of Health for the jjarishes of Or-
leans and Jefferson, consisting of seven
members, whose qualifications and salaries

shall be as provided bylaw.
Sec. 2. The said Board of Health shall

have power to regulate in said parishes, in
conformity with such laws as may be passed
by the Legislature, the matters of quaran-
tine, drainage, the removal and deposit of
offals and filth, the location of stock yards,

slaughter-houses, and nuisance wharves,
and in short, have general supervision
of all matters that affect or pertain
to the i^itblic health in said parishes

;

Provided, That no slaughter-houses or stock
yards shall be allowed within the corporate
limits of a city or town within said parishes,

and that no nuisance wharves or dumping
grounds shall be allowed in said parishes

above or within one-half mile below the
l^resent, or any other waterworks that may
be constructed, so long as the cities of New
Orleans and Jefferson are supj)lied with
water from the Mississippi river; and Pro-
videdfurtlt-er, That all slaughter-houses and
stock yards shall be located below the cor-

porate limits of the city of New Orleans.

Sec. 3. No mimicipal corporation shall

pass any ordinance conflicting this article,

or upon the subject matter thereof.

Mr. Underwood moved to lay the motion

of Mr. WickHffe on the table.

Lost—ayes 30, nays 36—as follows

:

Yeas: Barrett, Bertonneau, Blandin,
Bonnefoi, Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Depas-
seau, Douglass, Francois, Ferguson, Gair,
Guichard, Harrison, Isabelle R. H., Isa-

belle T., Lewis J. B., Ludeling, Lynch,
Martin, McMillen, Murrel, Mushaway,
Myers, Oliver, Reagan, Roberts, Scott,

Underwood, Waples—30 yeas.

Nays; Antoine, Baker, Blackburn, Bur-
rel, Butler, Cromwell, Cuney, Dearing, De-
marest, Donato, Duparte G., Dujaart, U.,
Esnard, Harris, Ingraham, Jones, Landers,
Lange, Leroy, Lewis R., Marie, Meadows,
McLeran, Moses, Packard, Pinchback,
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Poindexter, Pollard, Eiard, Rodriguez,

Valfroit, Vidal, WickHfie, WiUiams, Wil-

son—36 nays.

The qiiestion recurring upon the motion

of Mr. Wickliffe.

Mr. Waples moved to amend by striking

out "appointed by the Governor," and in-

serting in lieu thereof "elected by the

quahfied electors of the State."

]Mr. Wickliflfe moved to lay the amend-

ment of Mr. Waples on the table.

Adopted.

The question reciu'ring upon Mr, Wick-

liffe's motion.

The article, reading as follows

:

Aet. 132. Sec. 1. There shall be ap-

pointed by the Governor, every two years,

by and with the advice and consent of the

Senate, a Board of Health for the parishes

of Orleans and Jefferson, consisting of

seven members, whose qualifications and
salaries shall be as provided by law.

Sec. 2. The said Board of Health shall

have power to regulate in said parishes, in

conformity with such laws as may be
passed by the Legislature, the matters of

quarantine, drainage, the removal and deposit

of offals and filth, the location of stock

yards, slaughter-houses, and nuisance
wharves, and in short, have general superW-
sion of all matters that affect or j:»ertain

to the pubUc health in said parishes
;

Provided, That no slaughter-houses or stock
yards shall be allowed within the cori^orate

limits of a city or town v/ithin said parishes,

and that no nuisance wharves or dumping
gi'ounds shall be allowed in said parishes
above or within one-half mile below the
present, or any other waterworks that may
be constructed, so long as the cities of New
Orleans and Jefferson are supplied with
water from the Mississij^pi river; and Pro-
videdfurther, That all slaughter-houses and
stock yards shall be located below the cor-

porate limits of the city of New Orleans.
Sec. 3. No municipal corporation shall

pass any ordinance conflicting with this ar-

ticle, nor uijon the subject matter thereof.

Was adopted—ayes 34, nays 31—as fol-

lows:

Yeas: Antoine, Baker, Blackburn, Bur-
rel, Cromwell, Cuney, Deslonde J., Du-
parte G., Dui^art U. , Francois, Guichard,
Harper, Hiestand, Ingi-aham, Isabelle R.
H., Kelso, Landers, Lange, Leroy, Lewis
R., Marie, Massicot, Moses, Murrel, Pack-
ard, Pinchback, Poindexter, Pollard, Reese,
Riggs, Rodriguez, Tinchant, Valfroit,

W^ickliffe, Williams—34 yeas.

Nays: BaiTettj Bertonneau, Blandin,

M

Bonnefoi, Crane, Crawford, Bearing, Dema-
rest, Dex^asseau, Douglas, Esnard, Fuller,

Ferguson, Gair, Gould, Harris, Harrison.
Isabelle T., Ludeling, Lynch, Martin, Mc-
Millen, Mushaway, Myers, Oliver, Reagan^
Riard, Roberts, Steele, Ujiderwood, Wa-
ples—31 nays.

Mr. Oliver recorded the following reasoa

for his vote

:

Ml". President .and Members of the Convention:

I do not think that the subject belongs
to this Convention. It is a matter of legis-

lation; and as I did not come here to legis-

late, but to frame a Constitution, I vote no^

By Mr. Blandin:

Article 130, majority report, and reading

as follows:

Akt. 133. The seat of government shall

be estabHshed at the city of Baton Rouge,
and shall not be removed without the con-
sent of two-thirds of the members of both.

Houses of the General Assembly,

Mr, Pinchback moved to amend by strik-

ing out "Baton Rouge," and inserting

"New Orleans,"

The amendment was lost—ayes 31, nays

41—as follows:

Yeas: Belden, Bertonneau, Blackburu,
Blandin, Burrel, Crane, Depasseau, Doug-
las, Duplessis, Ferguson, Gould, Harris,
Hempstead, Hiestand, R. H. Isabelle, Thos,
Isabelle, Jones, Landers, Marie Martin,
Massicot, Mushaway, Packard, Pollard,

Riggs, Rodriguez, Steele, Waples, Wick-
liffe, Williams, Wilson—31.
Nays: Antoine, Baker, Barrett, Bonnefoi,

Crawford, Cuney, Dearing, Demarest, P. G.
Deslonde, U. Dupart, Francois, Fuller,

Gair, Harper, Harrison, Ingraham, Kelso,
Lange, Leroy, J. B. Lewis, Richard Lewis,
Ludeling, Lynch, McLerau, McMillen,
Moses, Murrel, Myers, Oliver, Pinchback,
Poindexter, Reagan, Reese, Riard, Schwab,
Scott, Snider, ThilDaut, Underwood, Val-
froit, Vaudergriff—41.

The article, as rei^orted, was adopted.

Mr. Gair moved to reconsider the vote

just taken. Lost.

Mr. Underwood moved to adopt article

143, minority report.

Mr. Packard having the floor, yielded ii

for a motion to adjourn, with the consent

of the Convention that he should have the

floor to-morrow.

The Convention adjourned until to-mor-

row at 10 A. M.

A true copy.
WM. VIGERS, Secretary,
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FIFTY-FOUETH DAY.
New Orleans, Saturday, Feb. 1, 1868.

The Conveutiou met piu'suant to ad-

journmeiit aud was called to order by Mr.

lugraliam at 10} o o'clock a. m.

Mr. Crane was called to tlie chair.

Tlie roll was called and the following

members answered to their names

:

Baker, Belden, Bli-ickbnrn, Blandin,
Bonnet'oi, BroAvu, Barrel, Butler, Cooley,

Crane, Cromwell, Cuney, Deariug, Demur-
est, De)iasseau. P. G. Deslonde, Donato,
U. Dupart, Duplessis, Fiaueois, Fuller,

Ferguson, (lair, Groukl, Guichard, Harper,
Harris, Hejupstead, IngTaham, li. H.
IsabeUe, Thos. Isabelle, Jones, Lan-
ders, Leroy, J. B. Lewis, B. LeA^-is, Marie,

Martin, Massicot, Meadows, Moses, Mur-
rel, Myers, Newsliam, Oliver, Packard,
Pierce, Poindexter, Pollard, Eeagan,
Reese, Riard, Riggs, Rodriguez, Schwab,
Snaer, Scott, Snider, Steele, Thibaut,
T-witchell, Underwood, Taliroit, Vander-
grilf, Waples, Wicklifife, WiUiams, Wil-
iBon—67 members present.

Prayer by the Rev. Jos. Fisk.

The minutes were read and adoi^ted.

OKIGIX.YIj EESOLL'TIONS.

Mr. R. H. IsabeUe called up the follow-

ing, lying over from Januaiy 4, 1868

:

"Wheeeas, The i^roprietors of the New
Orleans Picayune hiive daily furnished this

Convention with morning and evening
papers; and
Whereas, Some comi^ensation to the

proi^rietors of said journal, toward the pay-
ment of its labors, is due as an act of jus-

tice; and, while this Convention ignores

the editorial sentiments of said journal, yet,

as a question of labor.

Be it ordained b)/ the Constitutional Conven-

tion of the State of Lonisiana, That the sum
of five hundred dollars be and is hereby
appropriated to the credit of the projiiie-

tors of said New Orleans Picayune, to be
paid out of any funds raised or to be raised

to iiay the expenses of this Convention.
Be it further ord(dned, That said proprie-

tors shall receive warrants for the above
mentioned live hundred dollars, signed in

the same manner as those issued for the
jjayment of delegates to this Convention.

And moved to ado^^t.

Mr. CromweU moved to lay on the table.

Lost.

Mr. Harper moved to amend by striking

out all after the words "act of justice " to

the word '"labor," inclusive.

Adopted.

Mr. Blackburn moved to amend by strik-

ing out aU after the word " resolved, " and
inserting

:

Resolved, That a donation of $500 be
awarded by tliis Convention to the New
Orleans Pica;^T.ine for the happy and candid
manner in which it has abused and mis-
represented the object and i)urpose of the
loyal men of the State.

Laid on the table.

Mr. McMillen moved to amend by strik-

ing out all after the word "resolved" and

inserting

:

That the Committee on Printing be
instructed to ascertain the cost price of
the Picayune and Commercial Bulletin, fur-

nished members of the Convention, and
whether or not a sufficent amount should
be appropriated to reimburse the proprie-
tors of these joiirnals.

Mr. Pierce moved to lay the original

resolution and the pending amendment on

the table.

Adopted.
sPECLVii committee.

The special committee aj)pointed to in-

vestigate the payment by tax collectors of

warrants into the treasury, through Mr.

Hempstead, chairman, reported progress.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS.

Mr. Blandin moved to reconsider the

vote upon the adoption of article 130.

The Chair decided that as the motion to

reconsider the same vote had been once

made and rejected by the Convention, the

motion was not now in order.

Mr. Blandin moved to rei^eal article 130

of the Constitution.

Mr. McMillen raised the point of order

that the motion should not be entertained

at this time, for two reasons : first, for the

reasoQ that the consideration of the remain-

der of the reports of the Committee on

the Draft of the Constitution should be

completed before a motion to repeal any

part that has been adopted would be iu

order; and second, that the hour for the

order of the day ha\ing ai-rived,

business under that .head should take

l^recedence of all other motions.

The Chair decided that the point of order

was not well taken.

Mr. McMillen appealed.

The Chair was sustained.
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Mr. Underwood moved to lay the motion

to repeal on the table.

Adopted—ayes 38, nays 29—as follows:

Ayes: Antoine, Baker, Blackburn, Bon-
nefoi, Brown, Crawford, Cuney, Dearing,

J. Deslonde, U. Dupart, Francois, Gaii-,

Gonld, Kelso, Leroy, Eichard Lewis,

Lynch, Meadows, McLeran, McMillen,
Murrel, Myers, Newsham, Oliver, Pierce,

Poiudexter Pollard, Reagan, Paard, Scott,

Snider, Thibaut, Tinchant, Underwood,
Valfroit, Vandergriff, Vidal, Williams—38
nays.

Nays: Balden, Bertonneau, Blandin.
Biirrel, Butler, Crane, Cromwell, Depas-
seau, Douglas, G-. Dui^arte, Esnard, Fer-
guson, Guichard, Haiper, Hempstead, E.
H. Isabelle, Jones, Marie, Moses, Musha-
wav, Packard, Eiggs, Eoberts, Eodrigiiez,

Smith, Steele, Waples, Wi^kKffe, Wil-
son—29 nays.

Mr. Tinchant moved to reconsider the

vote upon the adoj)tion of article 132 of the

Constitution.

Mr. Packard raised the point of order

that the motion contravened Eule 30, and

should not be entertained.

The Chair decided that the point of

order was not well taken.

Mr. Packard appealed.

The Chair was sustained.

The motion to reconsider prevailed—ayes

5i, nays 16—as follows:

Yeas: Baker, Barrett, Bertonneau, Blan-
din, Bonnefoi, Burrel, Cooley, Crane,
Crawfoi'd, Depasseau, Deslonde P. G., Des-
londe Jos., Douglas, Duparte G., Dupart
U., Duplessis, Esnard, Francois, Ferg-uson,

Gair, Harris, Harrison, Hempstead, Isa-

belle Thos., Kelso, Lange, Leroy, Lewis
R., Ludehng, Lynch, Mane, Martin, Mc-
MiUen, Murrel, Mushaway, Myers, New-
sham, Pierce, Pinchback, Poindexter, Pol-
lard, Reagan, Eeese, Riard, Robers, Snaer,
Scott, Snider, Steele, Thibaut, Tinchant,
YaLfroit, Vidal, Waples—54 ayes.

Nays : Blackburn, CromweU, Gould,
Guichard, Harper, IngTaham, Isabelle

R. H., .Jones, Meadows, Moses, Packard,
Rodriguez, Smith, Wickliffe, Williams,
Wilson—16 nays.

Mr. Tinchant moved to reject the article.

Adopted.

Mr. McMillen moved to reconsider the

vote just taken.

Mr. Packard moved to lay the motion to

reconsider on the table.

Adopted.

Mr. Waples moved to suspend the rules

to enable him to offer the following as an.

article of the Constitution :

Ajkt. — . In all cases when the fees of
the Sheriff, Recorder of Mortgages, Re-
corder of Conveyances, Clerk of any city

court, or other i^arish officer, shall exceed
ten thousand (•'plO,000) dollars per annum,
besides paying the necessary office expenses,
to be fixed by law, it shall be the duty of
any such officer to -p&j the surplus into the
treasury of the parish in which the office is

held, for the purjiose of supporting the
paiipers therein. The General Assembly
shall apportion the State charity fund,
growing out of the poll tax, or arising from
other sources, (one-half at least of said tax
being so appropriated), among the several
parishes, pro nifa, according to- the number
of paupers actually supported by each par-
ish; and shall adopt such legislation as
.shall be necessary to carry this article into
effect, and to prevent fraud on the part of
such officers as iday have a surplus above
the sum mentioned.

The rules were suspended.

Mr. Waples moved to adopt as article 132

of the Constitution.

Pending its consideration, a quorum not

being present, the Convention adjourned

till Monday at 10 o'clock a. m.

A true copy:

WM. ^T:GERS, Secretary.

FIFTY-FIFTH DAY.

New Oeleais-s, Monday, Feb. 3, 1868.

The Convention met piirsuant to adjourn-

ment, and was called to order by the

President at 10 o'clock a. m.

The following members answered to

their names:

J. G. Taliaferro, President; Messrs. Ba-
ker, Blackburn, Blandin, Bonnefoi, Brown,
Burrel, Crane, Crawford, Cromwell, Cuney,
Dearing, Depasseau, P. G. Deslonde, J.

De.slonde, Donato, U. Dupart, Duplessis,
Edward, Francois, Fuller, Ferguson, Gaii',

Gould, Guichard, Harper, Harris, Ingra-
ham, R. H. Isabelle, T. Isabelle, Jones,
Kelso, Landers, Leroy, J. B. Lewis, R.
Lewis, Marie, Massicot, McLeran, Morris,
Moses, Murrel, Mushaway, Myers, Oliver,

Packard, Pierce, Poindexter, Pollard, Rea-
gan, Riard, Riggs, Roberts, Rodriguez,
Smith, Scott, Snider, Steele, Thibaut,
Twitchell, Vandergriff, Waples, Wickliffe,
Williams, Wilson—65 members present.

Prayer by the Rev. Jos. Fisk,
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The minutes were read and approved.

OEIGINAIj BESOIiUTIONS.

By Mr. Eetigau

:

Wheeeas, Many of the members of this

Convention, l>y circiimstauces of necessity,

have been compelled to make unreasonable

and exhorbitant discounts upon their war-

rants, which unjustly reduces their per
diem below its legal allowance ; and,

Wheeeas, It is deemed impossible for

this Convention to enable its members to

avoid such sacrifices; therefore, be it

Resolved, That any member of this Con-
vention, the Secretary and Chief Enrolling

Clerk, on presentation of evidence deemed
competent by the Convention, that theymade
such discoxmts as above, shall receive from
the Warrant Clerk a Avarrant equivalent to

such discounts; Prarided, Such extra allow-

ance shall not exceed two hundred dollars

to each member or employee; Provided,

further, That no allowance shall be made
on the discount of Avarrants after the first

day of February, 1808.

Lies over.

By Mr. W. Brown:

Resolved, That the Chairman of Com-
jnittee on Contingent Expenses be instruct-

ed to authorize the Warrant Clerk to issue

warrants to B. Bloomfield & Co. to the

amount of their bill for stationery, coal,

etc. , amounting to eighteen hundred and
sixty-six dollars and forty-four cents.

Lies over till Thursday.

Mr. Ingraham moved that one Assist-

ant Warrant Clerk be appointed by the

President.

Laid on the table.

Mr. Wickliffe moved that a committee of

three be appointed by the Chair to inquire

into the subject of the payment of the Pic-

ayune newspaper, and that said committee

be instructed to learn whether said paper

"was ordered by any officer of this Conven-

tion, and what remuneration, if any, shall

"be allowed the i3rox:)rietors of said paper.

Mr. Waples moved to amend by adding:

And if any officers shall be found by the

committee to have ordered the paper, such
officers shall be requested to pay the bill.

Laid on the table.

* The motion of Mr. Wickliffe prevailed.

The Chair ai^jiointed as the committee,

Hessrs. Wickliffe, Moses and Packard.

The Committee on Contingent Expenses

submitted the following report, which was

received:

To the nonoraWe President and Members of the Con-
stitutioual Convention of Louisiana

:

Genteemex—The Committee on Contin-
gent Expenses, respectfully report that they
have received the following bills for print-

ing, viz:

New Orleans Republican, from
Dec. 22, to the 46th day $3,956 00

New Orleans Teibune, from the
1st day's session to the dCth
inclusive 3,956 00

NeAV Orleans German Gazette,
for publication of official pro-
ceedings from the 1st day to

33d, inclusive 3,956 00
B^erville Pioneer, publication of

Ijroceedings, as per duphcates 3,625 00
Homer Iliad, for pubhcation of

official proceedings, as per du-
plicates 3,625 00

New Orleans Advocate, for i)ub-

lication of official proceedings,

as per duplicates 3,625 00
Louisiana Intelligencer, pnbHca-

tion of official proceedings, as

per duj)licates 3,625 00

Total $25,571 00
The above bills having been examined

and approved by the Committee on Con-
tingent Expenses and Printing, we re-

commend that warrants be issued for the

same.
Very respectfully,

A. N. GouiiD,

Chairman x>ro tern, of Contingent Expenses
Committee.

And the Warrant Clerk was ordered to

issue warrants in payment of the bills re-

ferred to therein to the respective claim-

ants.

A recess of one hour was taken. At its

expiration the Convention was called to

order by the President. A quorum present.

Mr. Wickliffe moved to suspend the rules

to take uj) the reiDort of the Special Com-
mittee on Contingent Expenses.

Adopted.

Mr. Wickliffe moved to reconsider the

vote postponing the resolution of Mr.

Brown till Thursday.

Adopted.

Mr. McMillen moved to adopt the reso-

lution, as reported by the committee.

Mr. Waples moved to amend the first

resolution of the special committee by add-

ing after the word "upon" the words "as to

Bloomfield's bill, and twenty-five per cent,

as to Madden's biU."
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Mr. Hempstead moved to lay the amend-

ment on the table.

Adopted—ayes 50, nays 17—as follows:

Yeas: Antoine, Baker, Belden, Black-

bui-u, Blaudin, Brown, Burrel, Butler, De-
marest, Donato, Douglas, G. Duparte, U.

Dui^art, Duplessis, Francois, fxair, Harris,

Hempstead, lugraham, R. H. Isabelle,

Tho. Isabelle, Jones, Kelso, Leroy, R.

Lewds, Marie, Meadows, McLeran, Morris,

Moses, Murrel, Myers, Newsham, Oliver,

Packard, Pierce, Poiudexter, Pollard, Rea-
gan, Riggs, Rodriguez, Scott, Steele, Tlii-

bant, Tinchant, T^-itcheU, Vidal, Wickliffe,

Williams, Wilson—50 yeas.

Nays: Bertonneau, Crane, Crawford,
Dearing, DejDasseau, Edward, Esnard,
Fuller, Gould, Harrison, Martin, Massicot,

McMillen, Mushaway, Pinchback, Riard,

Waples—17 nays.

Mr. Hempstead moved to lay the motion

of Mr. McMillen on the table.

Adopted—ayes 45, nays 22—as follows:

Yeas : Belden, Blackburn, Blandin,
Brown, Butler, Cuney, P. G. Deslonde, Do-
nato, G. Duparte, U. Dupart, Francois,

Gair, Harper, Harris, Hem^jstead, Ingra-
ham, R. H. Isabelle, Thos. Isabelle, Jones,
Kelso, Richard Lev/is, Marie, Meadows,
McLeran, Morris, Moses, Murrel, Newsham,
Packard, Pierce, Pinchback, Poindexter,
Pollard, Reagan, Riggs, Rodriguez, Scott,

Thibaut, Tinchant, TwitcheU, Vandergriff,

Vidal, Wickliffe, WiUiams, Wilson—45.
Nays : Antoine, Bertonneau, Burrel,

Crane, Crawford, Dearing. Depasseau,
Douglas, Edward, Esnard, FuUer, Gould,
Harrison, Martin, Massicot. McMillen,
Mushaway, Myers, Oliver, Riard, Steele,

Waples—22.

Mr. Blaokbixrn moved that the biUs of

B. Bloomfield & Co. and J. W. Madden, as

presented through the Committee on Con-

tingent Expenses, for strtionery, etc., fur-

nished this Convention, be allowed, and

warranis ordered to be issued for the sums;

and that all the bills for printing as pre-

sented to-day and approved by the Com-
mittees on Printing and on Contingent

Expenses be also allowed, and warrants

ordered to be issued for the same.

Adopted—ayes 47, nays 27—as foUows:

Yeas: Baker, Belden, Blackburn, Blan-
din, Brown, Burrel, Biitler, Cromwell, Des-
londe P. G., Donato, Duparte G., DuiJartU.,
Duplessis, Francois, Gair, Harper, Harris,
Hempstead, Ingraham, Isabelle R. H., Isa-

belle T., Jones, Lange, Lewis R. , Marie,
Meadows, McLeran, Morris, Murrell, Oliver,

Packard, Pierce, Poindexter, Pollard, Rea-
gan, Riard, Riggs, Rodrignez, Scott, Thi-
baut, Tinchant, TwitcheU, Vandergriff, Vi-
dal, Wickliffe, Williams, Wilson—47 yeas.

Nays: Antoine, Bertonneau, Bonnefoi,
Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Cuney, Dearing,
Depasseau, Douglas, Edward, Esnard, Ful-
ler, Ferguson, Gould, Harrison, Kelso, Mas-
sicot, McMillen, Moses, Myers, Pinchback,
Waples—24 nays.

Mr. Tinchant recorded the following

reasons for his vote

:

BeUeving that no injustice can be dona
to the official printers by the Committee
on Printing, I will vote for the resolution of
Mr. Blackburn.

Mr. Wickliffe moved to suspend the rules

to take up the biU of the Picayune.

Adopted.

Mr. Wickliffe, as chairman of the Special

Committee, submitted tho following re-

port :

KEPOET OF SPECIATj COjIillTTEE.

To the President and jl^embers of tbo Constitutiona
Couventiou:

Gentlemen—Your committee appointed
to investigate the claim of the Picayune
newspaper, respectfully report that they
cannot learn that any officer of this Con-
vention has ordered said paper ; but the
action of this Convention in regard to pay-
ing the Picayune by introducing a resolu-

tion to that effect at an early stage of our
proceedings, was considered by the pro-

^
prietors of said paper as a tacit promise
to do something for the relief of the
l^aper, and upon the faith of that tacit;

promise, the proprietors continued to fur-

nish said paper to the members of this Con-
vention.

Your committee therefore respectfully rep-
resent that aU the circiimstances consid-
ered, your committee suggest the propriety
of adopting the following resolution:

Resolved, That five hundi-ed doUars be
and the same is hereby appropriated out of
any funds that may be in the bands of the
State Treasurer, derived from the Tax Ordi-
nance of this Convention, after the war-
rants heretofore authorized are paid; and,
that the Warrant Clerk is hereby ordered
to issiie a warrant for the sum of five hun-
dred dollars to Messrs. A. M. Holbrook &
Co., the proprietors of the New Orleans
Picayune.

And moved to adoi^t the resolution.

Adopted.

XJNTTNISHED BUSINESS.

Mr. Waples' article being under con,-

sideration.
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Mr. Blandin moved to lay on tlie table.

Adopted.

Mr. E. H. IsabeUe:

Article 143, minority report, as follows:

Akt. 143. The corporation of the city of
New Orleans shall be the parish of Orleans.
The right bank, as now existing, shaU be
the Fifth District, the other districts, as
now existing, shall not be altered.

Mr. Wilson moved to amend by strildng

out all after the word "District," in the

fourth line.

Adopted.

The article, as amended, being under
consideration.

The Convention adjourned until to-mor-

row at 10 A. M.

A true copy :

WM. VIGEES, Secretary.

FIFTY-SIXTH DAY.
New Okleans, Tuesday, Feb. 4, 1868.

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn-

ment and was called to order by the Presi-

dent at 10 A. M.

The roU was called and the following

members answered to their names:

J. G. TaHaferro, President ; Messrs.
Antoine, Baker, Bertonneau, Blandin, Bon-
seigneur, Bonnefoi, Brown, Burrel, Butler,
Cooley, Crane, Cromwell, Cuney, Dearing,

i Demarest, Depasseau, Duparte G., Dupart
U. , Duplessis,Edward,Esnard,Francois, Ful-
ler, Ferguson, Gair, Gardiner, Gould, Gui-
chard, Harj)er, Harris, Harrison, Ingraham,
IsabeUel E. H., Isabelle Thos., Jones, Kel-
so, Landers, Lange, Leroy, Marie, Martin,
Massicot, Meadows, Moses, Murrel, Mush-
away, Myers, Oliver, Packard, Pierce,
Poindexter, PoUard, Eeagan, Eeese, Eiard,
PkOdriguez, Scott, Snider, Steele, Thibaut,
TwiteheU, Underwood, Vandergriflf, Waples,
Wickliflfe, WiUiams, Wilson—68 members
present.

Prayer by the Eev. Jos. Fisk.

The minutes were read and adopted.

OKIGINAL KESOLXJTIONS.

By Mr. E. I. CromweU:
Art. —. All jaersons who do now, and

have heretofore lived and cohabited together
as husband and wife, shall be taken and
held in law as legally married, and their
issue shall be taken and held as legitimate
for all purposes in law.

Resolved, That this shall be an article in

,
the Constitution of Louisiana.

liies over.

By Mr. E. I. Cromwell:

Concubinage and adultery are j)rohib-
ited within this State.

Resolved, That it shall be an article of the
Constitution of Louisiana.

Lies over.

By Mr. Cromwell:

Akt. —. It shall not be lawful after the
adoption of this Constitution for any thea-
tre, concert, circus, or any licensed place
of public amusement, to be carried on on
the Sabbath day.

Resolved, That this shall be an article in
the Constitution of Louisiana.

Lies over.

By Mr. WickHffe:

Resolved, That the Warrant Clerk of this
Convention be instructed to issue to the
members of this Convention 'warrants for
such sums as they may demand; Provided,
That no member shall overdraw his per diem.

The rules were suspended, and the reso-

lution was adopted.

By Mr. Crane

:

Akt. — . It shall require two-thirds of
both Houses of the General Assembly to
pass tax and appropriation bills. State,

parish, municii?al and other taxes combined,
shall not exceed two per cent, of the value
of the property taxed.

Lies over.

speciaij committees.

The special committee to examine and
rei^ort upon the payment of taxes, through

Mr. Eeagan, chairman, submitted the follow-

ing rejjort:

BEPORT OE SPECIAIj cojimittee.

To tlie President and Members of the Constitutional
Couveution:

Gentlemen—Purstiant to a resolution
adopted January 29, 1868, by the Con-
vention, to inquire into the matter of the
^3000 paid into the State Auditor's hands,
by Thomas Askew, Tax Collector, First Dis-

trict, New Orleans, yoiu- cammittee beg
leave to make the following rejjort:

Ha-vdng examined the Collector's books,
we find that up to the 29th day of January,
1868, there was received $3706 40, of which
sum was in warrants issed by the Conven-
tion, to the amount of $1809 90, almost
all of which warrants were paid by the
various insurauce comioanies on their re-

s^Dective tax accounts.
AU of which is resijectfuUy submitted.

[Signed] O. H. Hesipstead,
C. C. Antoine,
Geo. W. Eeagan.

Which was received, and the committee

was discharged.
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TJNriNISHED BUSINESS.

Mr. Crane moved to susiiencl the rules

to enable liini to offer the following as an

article of tlie Constitution :

Art. —. It shall require two-tliirds of

both Houses of the General Assembly to

pass tax and approbriation bills. State,

parish, municiijal and other taxes com-
bined, shall not exceed two per cent, of the

value of the property taxed.

Lost.

Mr. Isabelle moved to adopt article 143,

minority report.

Mr. Cooley moved to lay the motion on

the table.

Adopted—ayes 46, nays 19 -as follows:

Teas: Baker, Bertonneau, Blandin, Bon-
nefoi, Burrel, Cooley, Crane, Bearing,
Demarest, Depasseau, Douglas, Duplessis,

Ferguson, Gair, Gardiner, Gould, Gui-
chard, Harper, Harris, Harrison, Isabelle

Thos., Kelso, Landers, Massicot, Meadows,
Mushaway, Myers, Ohver, Packard, Pierce,

Pinchback, Poindexter, Pollard, Rea-
gan, Reese, Schwab, Smith, Snaer,

Scott, Snider, Steele, Thibaut, TwitcheU,
Underwood, Waples, Wickliffe, Williams

—

46 yeas.

Nays: Antoine, Butler, Cromwell, Du-
parte G., Dupart U., Edward, Francois,
Ingraham, Isabelle R. H., Jones, Lange,
Leroy, McLeran, Morris, Moses, Murrel,
Riggs, Rodriguez, Wilson—19 nays.

Mr. Pinchback was called to the chair.

Mr. Crane moved to adopt as article 133

the following:

Abt. — . It shall require two-thirds of

both Houses of the General Assembly to

pass tax and ajipropriation bills. State,

parish, municipal and other taxes combined,
shall not exceed two per cent, of the value
of the j)roperty taxed.

Mr. Smith asked that the question be di-

vided and a vote taken separately ui:)on the

first and second clauses of the article.

The previous question was demanded by
a majority of the delegates.

The question recurring u^jon the first

part of the article, reading as follows:

It shall require two-thirds of both Hoxises
of the General Assembly to pass tax and
approi)riatvon bills.

It was lost.

The question recurring upon the second

part of the article, as follows:

State, i^arish, municipal and other taxes
combined, shall not exceed two per cent,

of the value of the jaroperty taxed.

It was lost.

By Mr. Blandin:

Article 131, majority report, as follows:

There shall be a Board of Public Works,
to consist of one commissioner from each
Congressional district of the State.

Mr. Wickliffe moved to amend by strik-

ing out all after the v>^ord "article," and

inserting Title 10—Constitution of 1864

—

as follows:

INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS.

Art. 133. There shall be appointed by
the Governor a State Engineer, skilled in

the theory and practice of his profession,

who shall hold his office at the seat of gov-
ernment for the term of four years. He
shall have the superintendence and direction

of all public works in which the State may
be interested, except those made by joint

stock companies or such as may be under
the parochial or city authorities exclusively

and not in coufiict with the general laws

of the State. He shall communicate
to the General Assembly, through the Gov-
ernor, annually, his views concerning the

same, report upon the condition of the pub-
lic works in progress, recommend such
measiu'es as in his opinion the public inter-

est of the State may require, and shall per-

form such other duties as may be prescribed

by law. His salary shall be live thousand
dollars per annum, until otherwise provided
by law. The mode of election, number
and salary of his assistants shall be fixed

by law. The State Engineer and assistants

shall give bonds for the performance of

their duties as shall be prescribed by law.

The General Assembly may create in-

ternal improvement districts, composed of

one or more parishes, and may grant a
right to the citizens thereof to tax them-
selves for their imi^rovements. Said in-

ternal improvement districts, when cre-

ated, shall have the right to select com-
missioners, shall have power to appoint
officers, fix their pay and regulate aU
matters relative to the improvements of

their districts, provided such improve-
ments wiU not conflict with the general

laws of the State.

The General Assembly may grant aid to

said districts out of the funds arising from
the swamp and overflowed lands, granted to

the State by the United States for that pui--

poso or otherwise.

The General Assembly shall have the

right of abolishing the office of State

Engineer, by a majority vote of all the

members elected to each branch, and_ of

substituting a board of pubhc Avorks in lieu

thereof, should they deem it necessary.

Mr. Crane moved to amend the siib-
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stitute by striking out tlie words '
' ap-

pointed by the Governor," and insert-

ing the words "elected by the qualified

electors of the State."

The article, as amended, and reading as

follows :

Akt. 133. There shall be elected by the
qualified voters of the State a State En-
gineer, skilled in the theory and practice of

jiis profession who shall hold his office at

the seat of governmont for the term of four
years. He shall have the superintendence
and direction of all pubHc works in which
the State may be interested, except those
made by joint stock companies or such as

may be under the i^arochial or city authori-

ties exclusively and not in conflict -with the
general laws of the State. He shall commu-
nicate to the General Assembly, through the
Governor, annixally, his views concerning the
Siime, report upon the condition of the pub-
lic works in progress, recommend snch
measixres as in his opinion the public inter-

est of the State may require, and shall per-
form such other duties as may be precribed
by law. His salary shall lie five thousand
dollaifs j)er annum, until otherwise provided
l>y law. The mode of election, number
jiiid salary of his assistants shall be fixed

loj law. The State Engineer and assistants

Sihall give bonds for the performance of

their duties as shall be prescribed by law.

The General Assembly may create in-

ternal improvement districts, comijosed of

one or more parishes, and may grant a
right to the citizens thereof to tax them-
eelves for their im})rovements. Said in-

ternal improvement districts, Avhen created,

!?hall have the right to select commissioners,
shall have power to appoint officers, fix

their jiay and regulate all matters relative

to the improvements of their districts, pro-
vided such improvements will not conflict

with the general laws of the State.

The General Assembly may grant aid to

said districts out of the funds arising from
the swamp and overflowed lands, granted
io the State by the United States for that
pirq^ose or otherwise.

The General Assembly shall have the
right of abolishing the office of State
Engineer, by a majority vote of all the
members elected to eacli branch, and of

substituting a board of public works in
lien thereof, should they deem it neces-
sary.

Was adopted.

IVIr. Steele voted in the majority and gave

notice that he would move to reconsider.

Mr. Blackburn recorded the following

jDasons for his vote:

I vote against the proposition to pro-
vide for the organization 'of a board of

public works by constitutional provision,
for the reason, namely: that every land
owTier, whether in the Mississippi bottoms
or on the bayous in the hill region of the
State, should be left to jDrotect his own pro-
perty from waste and inundation; and for
the further reason, that the entire levee
system in Louisiana has heretofore proven
a sublime humbug, and a grand swindle
vipon the people of the State at large, and
there has not been, nor can there be any
good reason advanced why it would not
prove the same in the future, even to a
greater extent.

W. Jaspeb Blackbukn.

Mr. Belden recorded the following rea-

sons for his vote

:

I am in favor of the appointment of a

State Engineer, but shall vote against the
amendment, as I favor the creation of a
board of public works by constitutional
provision, which the amendment destroys. |
The geographical iiosition of this State, \

the large amount of alluvial lands subject '

to inundation and the present deso-
lated condition of Louisiana from inunda-
tion, all demand that an efficient board of

'internal improvement' be elected bo secure
to us relief from ruin and devastation.
This great end I think cannot be so speedily ,

and permanently secured by the amend- |
ment as by the creation of a board of com- \
missioners representing all parts of the |

State. S. Belden, of Orleans.
'

Mr. Wilson moved to adopt as article

131, the following.

TITLE vm—EDUCATION.

The Legislature shall establish free pub-
lic schools throughout the State, and shall

provide for their support by taxation or
otherwise. All children of this State be-
twen the ages of six (6) and eighteen (18)
shall be admitted to the public schools in
common, without distinction of race, color,

or previous condition. There shall be no
separate schools established for any exclu-

sive race by the State of Louisiana.

Laid on the table.

By Mr. Ingraham

:

Article 115, minority report, as follows:

Akt. 134. The Legislature shall establish
at least one free public school in every
parish throughout the State, and shall pro-
vide for their support by taxation or
otherwise. All children of this State be-
tween the ages of six (6) and twenty-one
(21) shall be admitted to the public schools
or other institutions of learning sustained
or estabhshed by the State, in common.

i
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•without distinction of race, color, or pre-

vious condition. There shall be no sepa-

rate schools or institutions of learning

established for any exclusive race by the

State, of Louisiana.

Mr. Blandin moved to amend by striking

out "21" and inserting "18."

Mr. Gair moved to lay the amendment
on the table.

Adopted.

Mr. Hempstead moved to amend by
striking out "6" and inserting "4."

Mr. Jones moved to lay the amendment
on the table.

Adopted.

The article was adopted—ayes 61, nays

12—as follows:

Ayes: Taliaferro, Antoine, Belden, Ber-
tonneau, Blandin, Bonnefoi, Burrel, But-
lei', Crane, Ci'omwell, Demarest, Depasseau,
Donato, Douglas, Duparte, Dui^art, Du-
plessis, Esuard, Francois, Gair, Gardiner,
Guichard, Harris, Ingraham, Isabelle E.
H., Isabelle Tiios., Jones, Kelso, Landers,
Lange, Leroy, Richard Lewis, Marie,
Martin, Massicot, Meadows, McLeran,
Morris, Moses, Murrel, Miishaway, Myers,
Newshani, Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Pinch-
back, Poindexter, Pollard, Reagan, Riard,
Riggs, Rodriguez, Schwab, Snaer, Scott,

Thibaut, Tinchant, Vandergriff, Vidal,
Wickliffe, Williams, Wilson—-61 ayes.

Nays : Baker, Blackburn, Cooley, Dear-
ing, Ferguson, Gould, Harper, Harrison,
Hempstead, McMillen, Snider, Twitchell

—

12 nays.

Mr. Snider recorded the follovang reasons

for his vote.

I do most heartily protest against the
131th article of the Constitution, and think
it will be the great means of defeating the
Constitution on the day of ratification.

[Signed] G. Snider.

Mr. Dearing recorded the reasons for his

vote on article 145, minority report.

While 1 am committed to a free public
school system supported by taxation, and
while I am willing to give my vote to tax
the property of every citizen in the State to
support free public schools, and beUeving
that the parents of a large number don't
wish this, I am unwilling to inaugurate a
system of schools in the present immoral
state of society which I am forced to beheve
wiU have such a demoralizing influence. I
am, therefore, compelled to vote against
this article. Geo. W. Leaking, Jr.

Mr. McMillen recorded the reasons for

his vote, as follows :

I vote against this article for the rea-

son that it will defeat the organization of
a complete and thorough common school
system in this State. W. L. McMedlen.
Mr. Hempstead recorded the reasons for

his vote:

I vote no because I want to give chil-

dren at the age of four years an opportuni-
ty to attend the public schools, and not be-
cause I am opposed to the system proposed.

O. H. Hempstead, Jb. , Assumption.

Mr. Blackburn recorded the reasons for

his vote:

I vote no because such article, if at-

temi)ted to be carried out practically, wiU
break uj? our free public school system, or at

least virtually exclude the colored children
from all participation therein. I am a
friend of all men, and more especially of
all children, regardless of race or color;

but I desire and aim to be so upon a safe

and pradlcahle basis.

W. Jasper BlackbuFvN.

Mr. Baker's vote:

I voted no because such a system of

schools will benefit a few at the expense of
the many, and in my opinion will, hereaf-
ter, be most complained of by those who
favor it noAV, and will share the fate of all

paper guarantees not foiinded on common
sense and practical utility.

L. W. Baker.

Mr. Harper's vote

:

I vote no, being anx!ious that a system
of schools might be established whereby
ALL the children of the State may be edu-
cated, and being confident that this article

of the Constitution Avill do much to defeat

such a desirable result. P. Harper.

Mr. Martin's vote:

Considering that this system of public
schools to all children, without regard to

color, race or previous condition, will elevate

and enrich the community, which ignorance
dishonored and' burthened, I feel it my
duty to vote in the affirmative for the adop-
tion of the article.

Thos. N. Martin.
By Mr. Thibaut:

Article 116, majority report, as follows:

Art. 116. No municipal corporation shall

make any rules or regulation contrary to

the spirit and intention of this article.

Mr. Ingraham moved to amend by strik-

ing out "this" in the third line, and in-

serting "131" in the fourth line.

Adopted.

The article, as amended, and reading as

follows:
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Art. 135. No muuicii^al corporation shall

make any rules or regulation contrary to

the sjDirit and intention of article 134.

Was adopted.

By Mr. Blandin :

Article 147, majority report, as follows :

Akt. 147. There shall be elected by the

peoi^le of this State a Sui^erintendent of

Public Education, who shall hold his office

for two (2) years. His duties shall be pre-

scribed, and his salary shall be $3000 per
year; payable quarterly upon his own war-
rant.

Mr, Wickliffe moved to amend by substi-

tuting "four" in place of "two,"

Adoj)ted.

Mr. Wickliffe moved to amend by strik-

ing out all after "years," and inserting "his

duties and salary shall be prescribed by

law."

Adopted.

Mr. Haj'per moved to amend by adding:

He shall adopt a system of inspection ad-
ministered by a competent board, with the
widest and fullest isublicity of results.

Laid on the table.

Mr. Wickliffe moved to amend by strik-

ing out the words "by the p30j)le," and in-

serting "by the qualified voters."

Adopted.

The article, as amended, reading as fol-

lows:

Aet. 136. There shall be elected by the
qualified voters of this State a Superintend-
ent of Public Education, who shall hold
his office four (4) years. His duties and
salary shaU be i^rescribed by law and he shall

have the super-vision and general control of
aU public schools throughout the State.

Was adopted.

By Mr. Blandin:

Article 149, minority report, as follows:

Art. 137. The general exercises in the
public schools shall be conducted in the
English language.

Adoi^ted.

By Mr. Tincliant:

Article 150, minority report, as follows

:

Art. 138. The proceeds of the lands
heretofore, and that which may hereafter
be granted by the United States to this

State for the use or purpose of the jiiiblic

schools of the State, and the jaroceeds of

the estates of deceased persons to which
the State may ])ecome entitled by law,
shall be and remain a perpetual fund on
which the State shall i^ay an annual in-

terest of six (6) per cent. , which interest,

together with the interest of the trust fund
deposited with the .^tate by the United
States under the act of Congress, approved
June 23, 1836, and all the rents of the un-
sold lands, shall be appropriated to the sup-
port of such schools. And this appropria-
tion shall remain inviolable.

Adopted.

By Mr. Meadows:
Article 151, minority report, as follows:

Art. 139. All moneys accruing from the
sales which have been or may be heretofore
maVie of any lands heretofore granted by
the United States to this State for the use
of any institution of learning whatever, (or

from any kind of donation for the purpose
of establishing school or schools, or any
institution of learning whatever) shall be
and remain a peri^etual fund, the interest of
which, at six (6) percent, per annum, shallbe
appropriated to the exclusive benefit of the
said school or schools or institution of
learning ; and no law shall be made divert-
ing said funds to any other use than to the
establishment and benefit of said institu-

tion of learning. The Legislature shall

have power to raise funds for the organi-
zation and support of said institution, in
such manner as it may deem best.

Adopted.

By Mr. Gair:

Ai'ticle 152, minority report, as follows:

Art. 152. No ajipropriation shall be

;

made by the Legislatiu-e for the support
of any private school or any private insti- i

tution of learning whatever.

Mr. Wickliffe moved to amend by adding

"where any distinction is made by its rules

and regulations on account of race or color

or previous condition."

Mr. Tincliant moved to lay the amend-
ment on the table.

Lost.

The amendment of Mr. Wickliffe was
adopted.

The article, as amended, and reading as

foUows

:

Art. 140. No api^ropriation shall be
made by the Legislature for the support
of any private school or any private insti-

tution of learning, whatever, where any
distinction is made by its rules and regula-
tions on account of race, color or previous
condition.

Was adopted.

By Mr. Blandin :

Article 153, minority reiaort, as foUows
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Art. 141. A university shall be estab-

lished and maintained in the city of New
Orleans. It shall be composed of six facul-

ties, to-wit: one of laAv, one of medicine,

one of' natural science, one of letters, and
one of industrial science, and one on the

theory and practice of teaching. The
Legislature shall provide by law for its

organization and maintenance; Provided,

That all departments of this institution of

learning shaU be open in common to all

students cajjable of matriculating. No
rules or regulations shall be made by the

trustees, faculties or other officers of said

institution of learning, nor shall any laws

be made by the Legislature violating the

letter or spirit of this article, under pen-
alty of the annulKng of the charter of said

institution.

Mr. Keagan moved to amend by inserting

in lieu of the words "six faculties," " such

faculties as may be prescribed by law."

Mr. Blandin moved to lay the amendment

on the table.

Adopted.

Mr. McMiUen moved to amend by strik-

ing out "shall" in the first line, and in-

serting "may."
Laid on the table.

Mr. McMillen moved to amend by strik-

ing out all after the words "New Orleans,"

and inserting "it shall be composed of

such facilities as may be established by
law."

Laid on the table.

Mr. McMillen moved to postpone in-

definitely the article under consideration.

Lost—ayes 14, nays 48—as follows:

Yeas : Bonnefoi, Cooley, Douglas, Du-
plessis, Gair, Harjier, Kelso, Leroy, Bichard
Lewis, Massicot, McMiUen, Beagan, Biggs,
TwitcheU—14 ayes.

Nays : Antoine, Baker, Belden. Berton-
neau, Blackburn, Blandin, Burrel, Butler,

CromweU, Depasseau, Donato, Duparte G.

,

Dupart U., Esnard Francois, Gardiner,
Gould, Guichard, Harris, Ingraham, Isa-

belle B. H., Isabelle Thos., Jones, Landers,
Lange, Marie, Martin, Meadows, McLeran,
Morris, Moses, Murrell, Myers, Oliver,

Packard, Pierce, Piuchback, Poindexter,
Pollard, Biard, Bodriguez, Scott, Thibaut,
Tinchant, Vidal, Wicklifie, WilHams, Wil-
son—48 nays.

Mr. Cromwell moved to amend by in-

serting "NaiJoleonviUe" in lieu of "New
Orleans."

Laid on the table.

Mr. Wickhffe moved to amend by add-

ing after the word "matriculating," IStli

line, the words "without distinction of

race, color or previous condition."

Laid on the table.

The questien recurring upon the adop-

tion of the article, it was ado^jted as

reported.

By Mr. Blandin:

Article 155, minority report, as follows:

Akt. 142. Institutions for the support
and education of the insane, the blind and
the deaf and dumb shall always be fostered
and supported by the State, and be subject
to such regulations as may be jiresented by
the General Assembly, not in conflict with
any provisions of this Constitution.

Adopted.

By Mr. Blandin:

Article 141, majority re^Dort, as follows:

MILITIA,

It shall be the duty of the General
Assembly to organize the niiUtia of the
State, and all able bodied male citizens,

between the ages of eighteen and forty
years, who are not disfranchised by the
Constitution and laws of the United States
and of this State, shall be liable to militia

duty.
Pending its consideration, the Conven-

tion adjourned till to-morrow at 10 a. m,

A true copy:

WM. VIGEES, Secretary.

FIFTY-SEVENTH DAY.
Nevt Orleans, Wednesday, Feb. 5, 1868.

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn-

ment, and was called to order by the Presi-

dent at 10 o'clock A. M.

The roU was called and the following

members answered to their names:

J. G. Taliaferro, President; Messrs. Ba-
ker, Belden, Bertonneau, Blackburn, Bon-
nefoi, Brown, Burrel, Crane, Cromwell,
Dearing, Depasseau, G. Duparte, U. Du-
part, Duplessis, Eenard, Francois, Ful-
ler, Ferguson, Gair, Guichard, Harper,
Harris, Harrison, lugraham, B. H. Isabelle,

Thos. Isabelle, Kelso, Lange, Leroy,
Marie, Martin, Massicot, Meadows, Morris,
Moses, Murrel, Myers, Oliver, Packard,
Pierce, Poindexter, PoUard, Beagan, Beese,
Biard, Bodriguez. Schwab, Scott, Snider,
TwitcheU, Underwood, Vandergrift", Wick-
lifie, Williams, Wilson—56 members pres-

ent.

Prayer by the Bev. Josiah Fisk.



204: JOUENAIi OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION.

The minutes were read and adopted.

Mr. Eeagan called np his resolution,

laying over from February 3, as follows :

Where \s, Many of the members of this

Convention, by cii-eumstances of necessity,
have been comiselled to make unreasonable
and exliorbitant discounts upon tlaeir war-
rants, which unjustly reduces their ^;>e?-

diem below its legal allowance; and
Whereas, It is deemed impossibe for

this Convention to enable its members to
avoid sueh sacrifices; therefore, be it

Resolved, That any member of this Con-
vention, the Secretary and Chief Enrolling
Clerk, on presentation of evidence deemed
comi^etent l^y the Convention, that they
made such discounts as above, shall receive
from the Warrant Clerk a warrant equiva-
lent to such discounts; Provided, Such ex-
tra allowance shall not exceed two hundred
dollars to each member or employee; Pro-
vided fio-ther. That no aUowauce shall be
made on the discount of warrants after the
first day of Fubruary, 1868.

Which was indefinitely loostponed.

Mr. Smith offered the following

:

Resolved, That a committee of three be
appointed to examine the city charter and
report the changes necessary to secure the
equal rights and privileges of all citizens,

without regard to race, color or previous
condition.

Adopted.

The Chair appointed as the committee

Messrs. Smith, E. H. Isabelle and Belden.

Mr. Moses moved that the President be

permitted to record his vote u^on article 145,

minority report, which was consented to.

The President voted aye.

"unfixished business.

Mr. Bertonneau moved to reconsider the

vote on article 155, minority report.

Adopted.

Mr. Bertonneau moved to adopt in its

place article 140, majority report, as fol-

lows:

Art. 142. Institutions for the support of
the insane, the education and support of
the blind and the deaf and dumb, shall
always be fostered by the State, and be
subject to such regulations as may be pre-
scribed by the General Assembly.

Adopted.

Mr. Wickliffe moved to reconsider the

vote on article 153, minority report.

Adopted.

Mr. Wickliffe moved to amend by strik-

ing out the words "this article," and insert- !

ing the words " the articles under this

title."

Adopted.

Mr. Hempstead moved to amend by
striking out "New Orleans," and inserting

"Baton Eouge."

Laid on the table.

The article, as amended, and reading as

follows

:

Art. 153. A university shall be estabHshed
and maintained in the city of New Orleans.
It shall be composed of six facilities, to wit:
One of law, one of medicine, one of natural
science, one of letters, and one of industrial
science, and one on the theory and practice
of teaching. The Legislature shall provide
by law for its organization and mainte-
nance; Provided, That all dei^artments of
this institution of learning shall be ojaen
in common to all students capable of ma-
triculating. No rules or regulations shall
be made by the trustees, faculties or other
officers of said institution of learning, nor
shall any laws be made by the Legislature
violating the letter or spirit of the articles

under this title, under penalty- of the an-
nulling of the charter of said institution.

Was adopted.

Mr. Thos. Isabelle:

Ai'ticle 141, majority report, as follows:

TITLE IX—MHjITIA.

Art. 144. It shall be the duty of the
General Assembly to organize the militia

,

of the State, and all able bodied male citi-
,

zens between the ages of 18 and 40 years,
who are not disfranchised by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States and of
this State, shall be liable to miHtia duty.

Mr. Newsham moved to amend by strik-

ing out all after the word "title" of Title

IX, and inserting :

Art. — It shall be the duty of the Gen-
eral Assembly, to organize the militia of
the State, and all able bodied male citizens J

between the ages of 18 and 45 years, not 1

disqualified by the laws of the United
States and of this State, shall be subject to
militia duty.
Art. — . The General Assembly shaU

provide for the organization of a volunteer
militia, which shall be armed and equiped
at the expense of the State.

,

Art. — . The Governor shall be Com- j

mander-in-Chief of the miUtia, and shaU 1

appoint and commission all ofiicers. Ap-
pointments above the grade of Colonel
shall be subject to confirmation or rejec-

tion by the Senate ; every militia officer
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before entering uiDon his duties shall take

and subscribe the oath i^rescribed for offi-

cers of the United States army and the oath

prescribed by this Constitution.

Akt. — . The Governor shall have power
to call the militia into active servdce for the

preservation of law and order, or when the

public safety may require it. The militia,

Avhen in active service, shall receive the

same paj' and allowance as the United
States army.

Mr. Tinchant moved to amend by strik-

ing out all after the word "title," and in-

serting:

The General Assembly shall organize the
State militia and all able bodied male cit-

izens between the ages of twenty and forty-

five years who are not disfranchised

by the Constitution and laws of this State,

or by the Constitution and laws of the
United States, shall be liable to militia

duty. It shall also be the duty of the Gen-
eral Assembly to prevent, by proper legisla-

tion, that any distinctions should be made
in ; any division, brigade, regiment, com-
j)any or battery of said State militia be-

tween citizens on account of race, color or

previous condition.

Until after the 1st day of January, 1878,

the privilege of organizing into volunteer
corps of militia in this State shall be
granted only to such persons quaUfied as

hereinbefore stated, who may during the
late war or rebellion have given unques-
tionable evidence of their loyalty to the
United States, and the General Assembly
may pass such laws and make such appro-
priations by which they may be enabled to

effect one efficient organization.
The mihtia officers shall take the same

oath as the officers of the United States
army.

Laid on the table.

The question upon Mr. Newsham's sub-

stitute was taken article by article.

Article 1st, reading as follows :

Akt. — . It shall be the duty of the Gen-
eral Assembly to organize the militia of the
State, and all able bodied male citizens be-

I

tween the ages of 18 and 45 years, not dis-

quahfied by the laws of the United States
and of this State, shall be subject to militia
duty.

Was adopted.

Mr. Pinchback moved to amend the 2d
article by striking out aU after the word
"article" and inserting:

Akt. 144. The Governor shall appoint all

commissioned officers, subject to confirma-
tion or rejection by the Senate, except the
staff officers, who shall be appointed by

their respective chiefs, and commissioned
by the Governor. All militia officers shall

take and subscribe to the oath prescribed
for officers of the United States army, and
the oath prescribed for officers in this

State.

Mr. Gair moved the pre-sdous question.

Mr. Crane moved to lay the motion of

Mr. Pinchback on the table.

The Chair ruled the motion to table not

in order.

Mr. Crane appealed.

The Chair was sustained.

The question recurring ujDon the amend-

ment of Mr. Pinchback, it was adopted.

The question recurring upon the 3d arti-

ticle of Mr. Newsham's amendment, it was

rejected.

The question recurring upon the 4th arti-

cle of the amendment, it was adopted.

The question recurring upon the substitute

of Mr. Newsham, as a whole, as amended,

it was adopted as Title IX, reading as fol-

lows :

TITLE IX—MTTiTTIA.

Akt. 143. It shall be the duty of the
General Assembly to organize the militia of

the State, and all able bodied men, citizens,

between the ages of 18 and 45 years, not
disfanchised by the laws of the United
States and of this State, shall be subject to

militaiy duty.

Akt. 144. The Governor shall appoint
all commissioned officers, subject to con-

firmation or rejection by the Senate, ex-

cept the staff officers, who shall be appointed
by their respective chiefs, and commissioned
by the Governor. All militia officers shall

take and subscribe to the oath prescribed

for officers of the United States army and
the oath prescribed for officers in this

State.

Akt. 145. The Governor shall have power
to call the militia into active service for the
preservation of law and order, or when the

pub he safety may require it. The mihtia,

when in active service, shall receive the

same pay and allowances as the United
States army.

Mr. Tinchant, \vith the consent of the

Convention, recorded his vote

—

no.

Mr. Crawford recorded his vote upon

article 145, of the minority report--=-??o.

Mr. Steele recorded his vote on the same

article

—

no.

Mr. Blandin moved to adopt Title X and

article 143, majority report, as follows :
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TITIiE X—MODE OF KEVISING THE CONSTI-
TUTION.

Akt. 146. Ally ameudmeut, or amend-
ments, to this (Jonstitntion, may be pro-

posed in tilie Senate or House of ReiJresent-

atives, and if the same shall be agreed to

by two-thirds of the members elected to

each House, such j)roposed amendment or

amendments shall be entered on their jour-

nals with the ayes and nays taken thereon,

and the Secretary of State sliall cause the

same to be published three months before

the next general election for representatives

to the General Assembly, in at least one
newspaper in every parish in the State in

which a newspaper shaU be published; and
such jDroposed amendment or amendments
shall be sul^mitted to the people at said

election; and if a majority of the voters at

said election shall approve and ratify such
amendment or amendments, the same shaU
become a i^art of this Constitution. If

more than one amendment shall be sub-

mitted at one time, they shall be submitted
in such manner and form that the people
may vote for or against each amendment
separately.

Mr. Crane moved to amend by striking

out "two-thirds" and inserting "majority."

Laid on the table.

The title and article as reported were

adojited.

Mr. E. H. IsabeUe moved to adopt Title

XI, majority report.

Adopted.

Mr. Pinchback moved to adopt article

144, majority report.

Pending which the Convention adjourned

till to-morrow at 10 o'clock a. m.

A true CQ-pj:

WM. VIGEES, Secretary,

FIFTY-EIGHTH DAY.
New Okleans, Thursday, Feb. 6, 1868.

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn-

ment, and was called to order by"Mr. Crane

at 10 A. M.

The roU was called and the following

members answered to their names:

Messrs. Bertonneau, Blandin, Bonnefoi,
Burrel, Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Crom-
well, Cuney, Dearing, Demarest, Dej^as-
seau, Donato, Douglas, Dupart U., Du-
plessis, Esnard, Francois, FuUer, Fergu-
son, Gair, Gould, Guichard, Harper, Har-
ris, Harrison, Ingraham, IsabeUe E. H.,
IsabeUe Thos.,. Jones, Kelso, Landers,
Lange, Leroy, Marie, Meadows, Mc-

Leran, Morris, Moses, Murrel, Myers,
Newsham, Oliver, Pierce, Poindexter, Pol-
lard, Eeagan, Eiard, Eiggs, Rodrigiiez,
Smith, Snaer, Scott, Snider, Steele, Un-
derwood, Valfroit, Vandergriff, Waples,
Wicldifle, Williams, Wilson—62 members
j)resent.

The minutes were read and adopted.

The following communication from the

Official Printer v^^as received and referred

to the Committee on Printing:

Office of New Orleans Tribune,
)

122 and 124 Exchange AUey, l
New Oi leans, February 6, 1868. )

To the Presiilent and members of the Constitutional
Conventiou of Louisiana

:

Gentlemen—Herewith you will please
find our biU wdth addition of printing ex-
ecuted to date, to which we respectfuUy
call youi' attention.

Your most obedient servants,

J. B. EOUDANEZ & Co.

,

Official Printers.

Mr. Cooley moved that a sum of §150 be
appropriated in favor of the Commecial
BuUetin for papers furnished to this Con-

vention.

Lies over.

ORIGINAL RESOLUTIONS.

By Mr. Tinchant

:

Resolved, That a committee of three be
api^ointed to confer with the editors of the
newsjjapers who furnished copies to this

Convention, and ascertain the amount due
to them by this body.

Laid on the table.

Mr. E. I. CromweU called up his resolu-

tion lying over from February 3, 1868

:

Art. —. All persons who do now, and
have heretofore lived and cohabited to-

gether as husband and wife, shaU be taken
and held in law as legally married, and their

issue shall be taken and held as legitimate
for all purposes in law.

Resolved, That it shall be an article of the
Constitution of Louisiana.

Mr. Thos. IsabeUe moved to lay on the

table.

Adoi^ted—ayes 49, nays 19—as foUows :

Yeas: Bertonneau, Blandin, Bonnefoi,
Burrel, Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Depas-
seau, Desionde P. G., Donato, Duparte G.,
Dupart U., Dui^lessis, Edward, Esnard,
Gair, Gould, Harris, Harrison, Hiest^nd,
Ingraham, IsabeUe E. H., IsabeUe Thos.,
Jones, Kelso, Leroy, Marie, Massicot, Mc-
Leran, Mushaway, Myers, Newsham, Pol-

lard, Eeese, Eiard, Eiggs, Eodriguez, Snaer,
Snider, Steele, Thibaut, TwitcheU, Under-
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wood, Valfroit, Vidal, Waples, Wickliffe,

Williams, Wilson—49 yeas.

Nays: Antoine, Brown, Cromwell, Dona-
to, Francois, Giiichard, Harper, Lange,
Meadows, Morris, Moses, Murrel, Oliver,

Pierce-, Poindexter, Eeagan, Bmitli, Scott,

Tiucliant—19 nays.

Mr. E. H. Isabelle recorded the following

reasons for his vote:

I vote yes because the courts are now
open to all persons, without distinction of

race, color, or previous condition, to marry
and legahse their children.

Mr. Ingraham moved to reconsider the

vote last taken.

Mr. Bertonneau moved to lay the motion

to reconsider on the table.

Adopted—ayes 43, nays 23—as follows:

Yeas : Antoine, Bertonneau, Blandin,

Bonnefoi, Cooley, Crane, Crawford, De-
l^asseau, Donato, G. Dui^arte, Duplessis,

Edward, Esnard, Ferguson, Gair, Goxild,

Harris, Harrison, Hiestaud, E. H. Isa-

beUe, Thos. IsabeUe, Jones, Kelso, Lan-
ders, Leroy, Marie, Massicot, Mush-
away, Myers, Newsham, Packard, Eeese,

Eiard, Eiggs, Eodidguez, Snaer, Snidei,

Steele, Thibaut, Vidal, Waples, WickHffe,

Wilson—i3 ayes.

Nays : Burrel, Cromwell, P. G. Des-
londe, Douglas, Francois, Haiijer, Ingra-

ham, Lange, Meadows, Morris, Moses,
Murrel, Oliver, Pierce, Poindexter, Pol-

lard, Eeagan, Smith, Scott, Tinchant,
Underwood, Valfroit, WiUiams—23 nays.

Mr. Cromwell called up his second reso-

lution lying over from February 3, 1868 :

Art. —. Concubinage and adultery are

prohibited within this State.

Resolved, That this shall be an article of

the Constitution.

Mr. Bertonneau moved to lay the resolu-

tion on the table.

Adopted—ayes 41, nays 17, as follows :

Yeas: Antoine, Bertonneau, Blandin, Bon-
nefoi, Cooley, Crane, Depasseau, G. Du-
parte, Duplessis, Edward, Esnard, Fergu-
son, Gair, Gould, Harris, Harrison, In-

graham, E. H. Isa*3eUe, Thos. Isabelle,

Kelso, Landers, Leroy, Moses, Mushaway,
Myers, Newsham, Oliver, Packard, Eeagan,
Eeese, Eiggs, Eodriguez, Smith, Snaer,

Snider, Thibaut, Underwood, Valfroit, Wa-
jiles, Wickliffe, Wilson—41.

Nays: Burrel, Cromwell, P. G. Deslonde,
Douglas, Francois, Harper, Jones, Lange,
Meadows, McMiilen, Mun-el, Pierce, Poin-
dexter, Pollard, Scott, Tinchant, Williams

—

17.

Mr. Packard offered the following resolu-

tion :

AN OKDINANCE.

Whekeas, The act of Congress of the

23d of March, 1867, sets forth as one of the

l^urposes of the assembling of this Con-
vention to "establish a civil government"
for the State.

Be it ordained hy the people of tlie Slate of
Louisiana in Convention assembled, That a
Board of Eegistration for the State be ap-

pointed by this Convention to consist of

seven members thereof, whose term of of-

fice shall begin with the adjournment of

the Convention and end mth the inaugiira-

tion of State officers as provided for in the
Constitution.

Be itfurther ordained, etc. , That it shall

be the duty of said board to elect a Chair-

man from among its members and a Secre-

tary, and that all public notices, proclama-

tions and orders shall be signed by the

President, and attested by the Secretary,

Be il further ordained, etc.. That the

said board shall have power and authority

to make rules, regulations and orders con-

cerning the registration of voters, the du-

ties of registration, the holding of elections,

the duties of commissioners of the respective

polls, the making of returns and the an-

nouncement of the results of the elections;

Provided, That such rxiles, regulations and
orders shall in nowise conflict -^dth the pro-

visions of the acts known as the Eeconstruc-

tion Acts, or with the schedule or or-

dinance contained in the Constitution

to be submitted hj this Convention,

or with the lawful authority of the Dis-

trict Commander, exercised in pursuance
and furtherance of said acts and provisions,

but shall be in co-operation with and
furtherance of the same. Their authority

shall extend to all matters of execution or

detail, not fully provided for in said Ee-
construction .Acts and Constitution, and in

case of the non-action of any officer of the

State, or the District Commander, or any
omission in carrying out said laws, regula-

tions or ordinances or details,
'

' necessary to

carry into effect the purposes " of said acts

according to their letter and spirit.

Be it further ordained, etc., That they
shall be empowered for the administration

of oaths of office, and the issuing of com-
missions to act in cases of vacancy, or the

non-action orij omission to perform their

duties of any or all elective officers.

Be it further ordained, etc.. That it shall

be the duty of said board to fix the salary

and regulate the duties of all officers of

election ordered to be held by the Eecon-
struction Acts and the Constitution, and
their acts in pursuance thereof shall be
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reamendfitoiy to the Legislature, wliose
duty it shall be to appropriate a just and
equitable sum in payment of all salaries and
expenses in cancel.

And moved to suspend the rules to place

it upon its final passage.

Lost.

Mr. Meadows called up his resolution

lying over from January 31 :

Resolved, That the Eev. Jos. Fisk shall

receive a sum of $300 for his services from
the State Treasurer; the same to be paid
after this Convention shall have finished its

work.

Mr. Blandin moved to lay the resolution

on the table.

Adopted.

Mr. Reagan ofi^ered tlie following resolu-

tion as an article of the Constitution

:

A Parish Attorney shall be elected by
the i^olice jury of each parish, (the par-
ishes of Orleans and Jefferson excej^ted)

who shall receive such pay as may be
allowed by the police jury of their re-

spective parishes. Their duties shall be to

represent their respective jjarishes in all

civil business in which they may be interest-

ed, and shall, besides, represent all persons
in criminal matters within their jurisdic-

tion who are unable to emx^loy counsel for

their defense; Provided, The i^arishes of
Orleans and Jefierson shall make such pro-
visions as shall secure to persons the service

of coimsel learned in the law, where they
are charged with the commission of any of-

fense, and are unable to employ counsel for

their defense.

Mr. Harris moved to lay on the table.

Adoj^ted.

UNTINISHED BUSINESS.

Article 144, majority report, being under

consideration, was adopted as follows:

Art. 147. The Ordinance of Secession of

the State of Louisiana, passed 26th Jan-
uary, 1861, is hereby declared to be null
and void. The Constitution adopted in

1864, and all previous Constitutions in the
State of Louisiana, are declared to be super-
ceded by this Constitution.

By Mr. Thos. Isabelle:

Article 145, majority report, as follows:

Art. 148. All rights, actions, prosecutions,
claims, contracts, and all laws in force at the
time of the adoption of this Constitution, and
not inconsistent therewith, shall continue
as if it had not been adopted. All judg-
ments and jiidicial sales, marriages and ex-

ecuted contracts made in good faith and in

accordance with existing laws in this State,

rendered, made, or entered into between
the 2Gth January, 1861, and the date when
this Constitution shall be adopted, are
hereby declared to be valid, except the
following laws :

'

' An act to authorize the widening of
the New Canal ami Basin," approved March
14, 1867.

"An act to amend and re-enact the 121st
section of an act entitled ' An act relative
to crimes and offenses,' " approved Decem-
ber 20, 1865.

"An act for the punishment of persons
for tampering with, persuading or enticing
away, harboring, feeding or secreting la-

borers, servants or apprentices," approved
December 21, 1865.

"An act to punish, in certain cases, the
employers of laborers and apprentices,"
approved December 21, 1865.

"An act in relation to exemption from
State, jiarish and city taxes for the years
1862, 1863, 1864 and 1865, in certain cases,"
certified 16th March, 1866.

"An act granting ferry j)rivileges to C.
K. Marshall, his heir or assigns," ap-
proved March 10, 1866.

"An act to authorize the Board of Levee
Commissioners, of the levee district in the
parishes of Madison and Carroll, to issue
bonds," etc., etc., approved March 28,
1867.

Section third of "An act to organize the
police of New Orleans and to create a Police
Board therein," ajDi^roved 12th February,
1866.

Mr. Jones moved to amend by striking

out all after the word "adopted," in the

sixth line.

Mr. Underwood moved to lay the amend-
ment on the table.

Mr. Jones withdrew his amendment and
moved to amend by striking out all after

the word "valid," in the 13th line.

The amendment was lost—ayes 4, nays

56—as follows:

Ayes : Cooley, U. Dupart, Harrison,
Jones—ayes 4.

Nays: Antoine, Belden, Bertonneau, Blan-
din, Bonnefoi, Brown, Burrel, Butler,

Crane, Crawford, Cromwell, Dearing, De-
passeau, Donato, Douglas, G. Duparte,,
Edward, Francois, Fuller, Ferguson, Gair,
Gould, Guiehard, Harris, R. H. Isabelle,

Thos. Isabelle, Kelso, Landers, Lange,
Marie, Meadows, McLeran, Morris, Moses,
Murrel, Mushaway, Myers, OHver, Pack-
ard, Pierce, Pinchback, Pollard, Reagan,.
Riggs, Rodriguez, Scott, Steele, Thibaut,.

Tinchant, T^vitchell, Underwood, Vidal,
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Waples, Wickliffe, Williams, Wilson

—

nays 56,

And the article was adoiited. as reported.

Mr. Jones explained liis vote as follows:

I 'vote yes because the insertion of these

laws will incumber the Constitution, and
will not go into effect by their being jjlaced

in the Constitution any sooner than it

would if left to the Legislature, as Con-
gress will have to adopt the Constitution
before these laws can be annulled by the

force of this Constitution' and that the
Legislature will meet and will be able to ex-

punge those laws months before this Con-
stitution can be placed in force by the rati-

fication of Congress.

Mr. Brown moved to reconsider the vote

last taken.

Laid on the table.

By Mr. Gair

:

Article 146, majority report, as follows:

Akt. 149. The laws relative to the duties

of officers shall remain in force, though
contrary to this Constitution, and the

several duties be performed by the

respective officers until the organization of

the government under this Constitution.

Adoioted.

By Mr. Oliver:

Article 147, majority rei^ort, as follows:

Akt. 150. The Legislature shall pro\dde
for the removal of causes now pending in

the courts of this State to courts created

by or under this Constitution,
j

Adoi^ted.

Mr. Wickliffe moved to adopt the follow-

ing as an article of the Constitution

:

Art. — . The Oeneral Assembly shall jiro-

vide for the introduction of the common law
in lieii of the present civil law system, said

system of common law to go into opera-.

tion and effect on the first day of Januarv,
1871.

Mr. Waples moved to lay the motion of

Mr. Wickliffe on the table.

Adoi^ted—ayes 38, nays 27—as follows:

Yeas: Belden, Bertonneau, Blandin, Bon-
nefoi, Butler, Cooley, Crane, Crawford,
Demarest, Depasseau, Donato, G. Duparte,
Ferguson, Gair, Guichard, E. H. Isabelle,

Thos. Isabelle, Jackson, Kelso, Marie,
Meadow«, Moses, Murrel, Mushaway,
Myers, Pinchback, Poindexter, Reagan,
Beese, Eiard, Riggs, Rodriguez, Snaer,
Scott, Steele, Tinchant. Vidal, Waples— 38.

Nays: Antoine, Brown, Burrel, Cromwell,
P. G. Deslonde, Douglas, U. Duijart, Es-
nard, Francois, Gardiner, Harper, Harri-
son, Jones, Landers, Lange, McLeran,

15

Morris, Oliver, Packard, Pierce, PoUarcT,,

Twitchell, Underwood, Vali'roit, Wickliffe,.

Williams, Wilson—27.

Mr. Brown moved to adopt the following.'

as an article of the Constitution:

Akt. — Hereby repeals article 115, ap-
proved May 7, 1867, authorizing the issue'

of four millions of bonds for levee pur*-

poses.

Mr. Brown withdrew the article and sub*

mitted the following in its place:

Art. — . The Act 115 of the General As«
sembly of 1867, issiiing four millions of dol-

lars of levee bonds, is hereby repealed.

Mr. Burrel moved to lay the article on
the table.

Adopted—ayes 37, nays 22—as follows:;

Yeas: Antoine, Blandin, Bonnefoi, Bun-el^.

Cooley, Crawford, Cromwell, Dupart U.,
Gair, Harper, Harrison, Hiestand, Isabelle

Thos., Keiso, Lange, Leroy, Marie, Massicot^
Meadows, McLeran, Morris, Murrel, Myers^
Oliver, Pierce, Pinchback, Poindexter^
Reagan, Reese, Riard, Snaer, Scott, Steele,

j

Tinchant, Twitchell, Underwood, Waples

—

ayes 37.

Nays: Belden, BroMai, Crane, Deslonde
P. G., Douglas, Duparte G., Dui^lessis,

Gould, Harris, Isabelle R. H., Jackson,.

Moses, Mushaway, Packard, Pollard, Riggs,
Roberts, Rodriguez, Vidal, Wickliffe, Wil-
liams, Wilson—nays 22.

Mr. Tinchant moved to reconsider the-

vote last taken.

Mr. Blandin moved to lay the motion to

reconsider on the table.

Pending which the Convention adjoiu'necl

till to-morrow at 10 o'clock a. m.

A true copy :

W:M. VIGERS, Secretary.

FIFTY-NINTH DAY.

New Orleans, Friday, Feb. 7, 1868.

The Convention met pursuant to ad-

journment, and was called to order by tho

President at 10 A. M.

The roU was called and the following

members answered to their names

:

J. G. Taliaferro, President; Messrs. An*
toine, Belden, Blackburn, Blandin, Bonne'
foi, Burrel, Butler, Cooley, Crane, Crom'
well, Cuney, Depasseau, Deslonde P. G.^
Dupart U., Duplessis, Francois, FuUer,
Ferguson, Gair, Gardiner, Gould, Gui-
chard, Harris, Harrison, Ingraham, IsabeUe
R. H., Isabelle T., Jones, Kelso, LanderS;,

Lange, Leroy, Lewis E., Marie, Martiii,^
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Meadows, McLeran, Murrel, Musliaway,
Myers, Newsliam, Oliver, Packard, Pierce,

Pollard, Eeagan, Eeese, Eiard, Eiggs,

Eoberts, Eodrigucz, Schwab, Snaer, Scott,

Snider, Steele, Underwood, Vandergriff,

Wicklitfo, Williams, Wilsou—61 members
present.

Prayer by tlie Eev. Jos. Fisk.

The minutes were read and adopted.

Mr. Newsham was called to the chair.

ORIGINAL KESOLUTIONS.

Mr. Lewis moved that assistant clerks

employed by the Committee on Enrollment

be allowed the regular per diem for the

whole number of days they have been em-

ployed by said committee.

Laid on the table.

By Mr. Blackburn:

Resolved, That warrants to the amount of

$500 be issued to the proprietors of the
New Orleans Tkibune and EepubUean, re-

spectively, for their pajjers furnished to this

Convention.

Mr. Blackburn moved to suspend the

rules to place the resolution upon its final

passage.

Laid on the table.

By Mr. Harris :

Resolved, That it is the duty of the "War-

rant Clerk of this Convention to be in his

office, in the building in which the Conven-
tion is held, every day of the week, (Sun-
days excepted) from ten o'clock in the
morning until four o'clock in the evening,
and, that for every day's absence the per
diem allowed him by resolution of the Con-
vention shall be deducted by the Presi-

dent of the Convention.

Lies over.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS.

Mr. Blandin withdrew his motion to

lay on the table Mr. Tinchant's motion to

reconsider.

The Chair decided that Mr. Tinchant's

motion to reconsider a vote to \x^ on the

table was not in order.

Mr. Cooley moved to take up from the

table the article of Mr. Brown, reading as

follows

:

The Act 115 of the General Assembly of
1867, issuing four millions of dollars of levee
bonds, is hereby repealed.

The motion prevailed.

Mr. Smith was called to the chair.

Mr. Pierce moved to lay the whole subject

on the table.

The Chair held that such a motion could

not be entertained.

Mr. Pierce appealed.

The Chair was sustained.

Mr. Pinchback moved to postpone in-

definitely the article offered by Mr.

Brown and, upon this, moved the previous

question, which Avas seconded by a majority

of the delegates present.

The motion to postpone prevailed—ayes

50, nays 15—as follows:

Yeas: Belden, Bertonneau, Blackburn,
Blandin, Bonnefoi, Cooley, Cra^wford,
Cromwell, Cuney, Dearing, Demarest,
Douglas, Dupart U., Duplessis, Esnard,
Francois, Fuller, Ferguson, Gair, Gardi-
ner, Guichard, Harx'ison, Hempstead, Hies-
taud, Isabelle E. H., Jackson, Kelso, Lan-
ders, Leroy, Lewis E., Massicot, McLeran,
McMillan, Morris, Moses, Murrel, Myers,
Oliver, Pierce, Pinchback, Pollard, Eea-
gan, Eeese, Eiard, Schwab, Snaer, Scott,

Snider, Steele, Waples—50 yeas.

Nays: Brown, Butler, Crane, Depasseau,
DeslondeP. G.,-. Duparte G., Harris, Jones,
Meadows, Eiggs, Eodriguez, Smith, Tin-
chant, Wickliffe, Williams—15 nays.

Mr. Belden recorded the reasons for his

vote:

I am not in favor of annulling the act
entirely, but in favor of reducing the
amount of bonds from four millions to two
millions, for the following reasons:

1. Because there is not more than two
millions of doUars due on levee contracts
completed and to be completed, and I be-
lieve it wrong, offensive, and a tyranical
exercise of power to tax the people of this

impoverished and ruined State, in the
further sum of two millions of dollars,

with interest at six jaer cent, for forty years,
making principal, interest and discount of
20 cents on the issue, five millions two
hundred thousand doUars in excess of what
is necessary to pay for building levees at

this time.

2. Because it opens the door to fraud
and si^eculation, and further ruin to the
State.

3. Because the inhabitants of the par-
ishes, not interested in the levees of the
Mississii^pi river, are forced to pay this tax
equally with the persons whose lands are
protected by levees, which I think is un-
just, unequal and oppressive,

4. Because at the rate of expenditure
in building levees on the Mississippi
river, since the close of the late war, it will

cost at least eighty millions of dollars in

the next forty years (without interest) to

i
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keep them up, which I think "would bank-
rupt the State, and grind the peoi^le in the

dust by enormous taxation.

5. Because I am in favor of a different

system of protection by means of outlets,

oijening of bayous now obstructed, the

building of a feAV levees in exceedingly low
and important places, such as Grand Levee,
which woTild not require an annual exjoendi-

ture of milhons to effect.

6. Because I believe that with the sys-

tem of protection I favor, the sale of the

swamp lands of the State of Louisiana would
be more than sufficient to meet the expenses
of relief from inundation, without taxing

the people of the State as proposed by the

act of the Legislature of 1867—and which
under the present system requires millions

annually, and wliic'i must eventuaUy com-
jiletely bankrupt the State, and crush the

l^eople by enormous taxation. Thus, I am
not in favor of abandoning the protection of

lands subject to inundation, but opposed to

the manner projiosed, and the large and un-
necessary amount sought to be endorsed by
this Convention unnecessary, and in its

character dangerous precedent, full of

mischief to the State.

By Mr. Blandin

:

Article 148, majority report, as follows:

Aet. 151. Immediately upon the adjourn-
ment of this Convention, this Constitution
shall be submitted for ratification to the
registered voters of the State, in conformity
to the act of Congress entitled "An act to

provide for the more efficient government
of the rebel States," and the acts supple-
mentary thereto.

Adopted.

Mr. Wickliffe moved to adopt in the

place of title "Ordinance," majority rejjort,

as title "Ordinance" of the Constitution,

the following series of articles:

ORDrNANCE.

Art. — . Immediately upon the adjourn-
ment of the Convention, this Constitution
shall be submitted to the registered
voters of the State, in conformity to the
act of Congi-ess passed March 2, 1867,
entitled "An act to provide for the
more efficient government of the rebel
States," and the acts supplementary
thereto.

Art. —. The election for the ratification

or a rejection of the Constitution shall be
held on Friday and Saturday, the 13th and
14th of March, 1868, and the polls shall be
kept open from 7 o'clock a. m. to 7 o'clock

p. M. At that election all those in favor of

ratifying the Constitution shaU have written
or printed on their ballots "for the Consti-

tution," and those opposed to ratifying the
Constitution shall have written or printed
on their ballots "against the Constitution."
Art — . In order to establish a civil gov-

ernment, as required by act of Congress
jjassed March 23, 1867, an election shall be
held at the same time and places at which,
the Constitution is submitted for ratifica-

tion or rejection, for all State, judicial, par-
ish and municipal officers, for members of
the General Assembly, and for Congres-
sional Representatives, at which election
the electors who are qualified under the
Reconctruction Acts of Congress shall vote,
and none others.

Art. — . At the election for officers of ther

civil government authorized and required
by Congress, to be established by this Con-
vention, all registered electors may vote in.

any parish in which they may happen to be
on the days of election, upon the presenta-
tion of their registration papers; Providedy
That in all cases when electors may offer to
vote in any parish where they were not
registered, a list of such persons shall ba
taken by the commissioners of election,

and the number of their registration

papers, and the name of the parish ia
which they were registered. In count-
ing the votes, the proper authorities to whom
this task shall be assigned by this Conven-
tion, shall in all such cases examine the
registration lists of the parishes in which
all such voters shall piii-jiort to have regis-

tered, and in case the registration lists of
said parishes show such papers to be cor-
rect, such votes shaU be counted; but in
case the registration Lists do not show such
papers to be correct, such votes shall be
thrown out, and not counted, and in all

cases where an elector shall have voted
oftener than once at said election, his vote
shall be thrown out, and not counted.
Art. — . The same registrars and com-

missioners who shall be aj)pointed by the
Commanding General of the Fifth Mihtary
District to superintend the election for the
ratification or rejection of the Constitution,
shall, also, at the same time and places, su-
perintend the election for all officers and rep-
resentatives herein ordered, i^rovided they
be authorized so to act by the Command-
ing General. And in case the Command-
ing General should not so authorize
said registrars and commissioners, th^
Committee of Seven, appointed by this
Convention to take charge of the whole
matter of the ratification of the Constitu-
tion and the election of civil officers, shall,

appoint one registrar for each parish in the
State, except the parish of Orleans, and
one in each district of the parish of Orleans—

-

counting Orleans, right bank, as one dis-

trict—who shall each, in his parish or dia«
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trict, appoint a siifScieut utimber of com-
raissioners of election to hold the said

election for said civil officers and Repre-

sentatives, at the same time and places as

Jierein provided for.

Abt. —. Returns shall be made in dupli-

cate, sworn to by the commissioners hold-

ing the election, and forwarded within

three days thereafter, to the registrars of

the parish or district. The registrar shall

immediately forward one copy of said re-

tiu-ns to the chairman of the Committee of

Seven appointed by this Convention, who
shall, within ten days after the last return,

liave been received, make proclamation

of the result of said election.

Abt. —. All civil officers thus elected

shall enter upon the discharge of their

duties on the second Monday after the

official promulgation of the ratification of

this Constitution by the qualified electors

of the State, and continue in office until

their legally elected successors shall be duly

inducted to office.

Akt. — . The General Assembly elected

under this Constitution shall hold its first

session in the city of New Orleans on the

thii'd Monday after the official promulga-

tion aforesaid, and proceed immediately

upon its organization to the adoption

of the 14th amendment to the Constitution

of the United States, proposed by Con-

gress, and passed June 13, 1866. Said

Xiegislature shall not have power to enact

any laws relative to the per diem of mem-
bers, or any other subject, after organiza-

tion, until said Constitutional Amendment
is adoj)ted as required by Congress.

Abt. —. All registrars and commis-
sioners api^ointed under this Constitution,

shall, before entering iipon their duties,

take and siibscribe tlie oath of office -pre-

scribed by Congress, approved July 2d,

1862, entitled "An act to i^rescribe an oath

of office." The said oath of office shall be

administered to each registrar by the

Chairman of the Committee of Seven,

herein provided for, and to each commis-
sioner by the registrar aj^pointing him.

Abt. —. The General Assembly elected

•under this Constitution shall provide for

the payment of registrars, commissioners,

and aU officers necessary to carry this ordi-

nance into effect.

Mr. Ferguson moved to lay the motion of

Mr. Wickliffe on the table.

Lost.

Mr. Cromwell moved to print the articles

proposed in the Official Journal of to-

morrow, and to make them the special

order for to-morrow at 12 M., and it was so

ordered.

The Convention adjourned until to-mor-

row at 10 A. M.

A true copy:

WM. VIGERS, Secretary.

SIXTIETH DAY.
New Obleans, Saturday, Feb. 8, 1868.

The Convention met pursuant to adjoui'n-

ment, and was called to order by the Presi-

dent at 10 A. M.

The roll w^as called and the following

members answered to their names:
President J. G. Taliaferro, Messrs. An-

toine, Blandin, Bonnefoi, Brown, Burrel,

Crane, Cromwell, Cuney, Bearing, De-
marest, ^ DeiDasseau, P. G. Deslonde, Do-
nato, Duplessis, Esnard, Fuller, Gair, Gar-
diner, Gould, Harper, Harrison, Hiestand,
Ingraham, R. H. IsabeUe, Thos. IsabeUe,

Jones, Kelso, Lange, J. B. Lewis, R.
Lewis, Marie, Martin, Meadows, McLeran,
Morris, Moses, Mushaway, Myers, Packard,
Pierce, PoUard, Reagan, Reese, Riggs,

Rodriguez, Schwab, Snaer, Snider,

Steele, Underwood, Yalfroit, Vander-
griff, Wickhffe, WHUams, Wilson — 56
members present.

Prayer by the Rev. Jos. Fisk.

The minutes were read and adopted.

Mr. Pinchbaek was called to the chair.

OBIGIKAIi EESOnrTIONS.

By Mr. Packard:

Whekeas, By the Act of Congress ap-

proved June 3, 1856, a grant of public

land was made to aid in the construction

of the New Orleans, Opelousas and Great
Western Railroad in Louisiana, to be com-
pleted -within vteu years from the date of

said act, which limitation expired June 3,

1866, and
Whereas, In view of the importance of

the early completion of said road to the in-

terest of the State, the same having sub-

scribed to the original stock of the com-
pany to the amount of 81,200,000, the city

of New Orleans also ha^^ng subscribed to

the amoiint of $1,500,000, and certain ^Dar-

ishes of the State having subscribed to the

amount of ^325,000, amounting in the ag-

gregate to $3,025,000, being more than one
half of the capital stock of the company,
and
Wheeeas, The early completion of the

road will tend to the development of the

richest portion of the State, through which
it is located, to the Texas Une, and induce
wealth and industry to the unsettled jjor-

tions of the State, as weU as to the already

popiilous city of New Orleans ; therefore,

.be it



JOURNAL OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION. 213

Resolvedby tlie members of this Convention

7-epresenti,ig the loyal people of the State of
Louisiana, That beside the hea\'y stock in-

vestments of the State, city of New
Orleans and several parishes in said road,

we look to it and its connections as one of

the most efficient means of building up our
State, and developing the commercial,
agricultural and manufactiu-ing resources

of the State of Louisiana and Texas, and in-

derectly benefitting all the States of the

Union ; and be it further

Resolved, That we earnestly i^etition Con-
gress to grant a special act of relief to said

road reinstating their land grant as it

stood on the 3d day of June, 1S66, when
the ten yeai's limitation expired, and ex-

seven dollars, be approved and the Warrant;
Clerk be authorized to di-aw a warrant for
the same in favor of Messrs. J. B. Rou-
danez k Co., Official Printers.

Mr. Burrel called up his resolution lying

over from January 31, as follows:

Resolved, That the collectors of taxes in
diJSferent parishes be instructed to pay to
the delegates of their respective parishes,
if demanded by them, the amount due on
their respective warrants, instead of pay-
ing the amount into the Treasury of tha
State.

Resolved, That the State Treasurer shall
receive the warrants of said delegates fronz
the tax collectors, when endorsed according-

tending the time allowed for the comple- !
ly by said delegates, and to accredit the

tion of the road eight years as has been
accorded to the Northern land grant roads,

including those of Arkansas and Missoiiri;

and be it further
Resolved, That copies of these resolutions

be • furnished the Hon. President of the
Senate and the Hon. Speaker of the House
of Rej^resentatives of the United States by
the President of this Convention, that the
same may be laid before Congress.

Lies over.

ByMr. Wickhffe:

Resolved, That the Committee on Print-
ing be instructed to report what amount, if

any, is justly due to the proprietors of the
New Orleans Teibune, New Orleans Re^pub-

tax collector, in the same manner as when,
said warrants were paid for taxes.

Mr. Harper moved to amend by striking

out all after the word '"resolved," and in-

serting the follo'udng:

Resolved, That after the adjournment of
this Convention, in order to submit tha
Constitution for ratification, the collectors
of the Convention tax, in the different
parishes, the parishes of Orleans and Jef-
ferson excepted, be and are hereby directed
to pay to the delegates of their resjjectiva

parishes the amounts of their p>sr diem and
traveling allowance due on their respective
warrants, instead of paying the amount
into the Treasury of the State, provided said

lican, and New Orleans Advocate, for the
; warrants are presented for payment previous

copies of their several papers furnished I to the time of settlement of the aforesaid
this Convention. tax collectors with the State.

Lies over.
|

Resolved, That the aforesaid coUectors of

The special committee to examine and ^^^^s shaU receive the warrant from said
delegates when duly endorsed ; and tho

report upon the city charter, through Mr.

Smith, chairman, reported progi'ess.

The Committee on Printing submitted

the following report:

New Okleans, February 8, 1868.

To the Hon. President aud members of the Constitu-
tioaal Conveution :

Your Committee on Printing, to whom
was referred the bill of the New Orleans
Tribune, have the honor to report as fol-

lows :

The amount, ^1,936, mentioned in the
said biU, was approved and a warrant or-

dered to be drawn for the same by this

Convention February 4, 1868. It therefore
needs no further action of the Convention
for the balance of the bill, amounting to
$137. Your Committee have examined the
same and found it correct. They therefore
offer the accompanying resolution

:

Resolecd, That the balance of the bill

of the Official Printers for job work,
amounting to one hundred and thirty-

State Treasurer shall receive from, and ac-
credit the several amounts so paid to the
collectors of taxes in the same manner as
heretofore prescribed by this Convention,
as when said warrants were paid for taxes.

Resolved, That the State Auditor be here-
by instructed to forward copies of these
resolutions to the collectors of taxes
throughout the State, and that the ex-
penses thus incurred be defrayed by a war-
rant duly signed by the President of tho
Convention.

Mr. WickUffe moved to amend the amend-
ment l)y inserting after the word ''de-

frayed" "out of any funds in his handa

derived by virtue of the Tax Ordinance

passed by this Convention December 24,

1867."

Mr. Jackson moved to lay the amend*
ment of Mr. Hari^er on the table.

Adopted.
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Mr. Gair moved to lay the original reso-

lutions of Mr. Biu-rel on the table.

Adoiated.

Mr. Packard moved to reconsider the

vote by which the ordinance offered by Mr.

Wickliffe was made the special order for to-

day at 12 M.

Adopted.

TTNTIKISHED BUSINESS.

By Mr. WickUflfe:

Article 2 of his ordinance as follows:

Abt. 151. The election for the ratifica-

tion or rejection of the Constitution shall

"be held on Friday and Saturday,
days of March, 1868, and the poUs shall be
kept open from seven o'clock a. m. to seven
o'clock p. M. At that election all those in
favor of ratifying the Constitution shall have
•written or printed on their ballots " for the
Constitution," and those opposed to ratify-

ing the Constitution shall have written or
printed on their ballots '

' against the Con-
stitution."

Mr. Bertonneau moved to amend by
striking out "7 o'clock a. m.," and insert-

ing from "8 o'clock a. m. until 4 o'clock

P. M."

Laid on the table.

Mr. Blandin moved to amend by fixing

the hours from 7 o'clock a. m. till 6 o'clock

p. M.

Laid on the table.

Mr. Packard moved to amend by striking

out *'13th and 14th of March," and insert-

ing in lieu thereof "20th and 21st of

March."

Laid on the table.

Mr. Moses moved to amend by striking

out "13th and 14th of^aroh," and leaving

it blank.

Adopted.

The article, as amended, and reading as

follows:

Abt. —. The election for the ratification

or rejection of the Constitution shall be
held on —, and the j)oUs shall be kept
open from 7 o'clock a. m. to 7 o'clock p. m.
At that election all those in favor of ratify-

ing the Constitution shaU have written or
jmnted on their ballots "for the Constitu-
tion," and those opposed to ratifying the
Constitution shall have written or jjrinted
on their ballots "against the Constitution."

Was adopted.

Mr. Tinchant moved to adopt the third

article of Mr. Wickliffe 's ordisance as fol-

lows :

Abt. —. In order to establish a ci-sil

government as required by act of Congress,
pasassd March 23, 1867, an election shall be
held at the same time and places at which
the Constitution is submitted for ratifica-

tion or rejection for all State, judicial,

parish and municipal officers for members
of the General Assembly, and for Con-
gressional Representatives, at which elec-

tion the electors who are qualified under
the Reconstruction Acts of Congress shall

vote, and none others.

Adopted—ayes 49, nays 12—as follows:

Yeas: Antoine, Belden, Bertonneau,
Blandin, Bonnefoi, Burrel, Dearing, Des-
londe P. G., Donato. Douglas, Duplessis,
Esnard, Francois, Gair, Gardiner, Gould,
Hiestand, IsabeUe R. H., Jackson, Jones,
Kelso, Landers, Lange, Leroy, Lewis R.

,

Marie, Martin, Massicot, Meadows, Mc-
Leran, Morris, Moses, Murrel, Myers, New-
sham, Packard, Pierce, Pinchback, Poin-
dexter, PoUard, Reagan, Reese, Schwab,
Snaer, Snider, Valfroit, WickUffe, WiUiams,
Wilson—i9 nays.

Nays: Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Cromwell,
Demarest, Duparte G., Fuller, Isabella

Thos., Riggs, Rodriguez, Smith, Wa-
ples—12 nays.

Mr. Cromwell explained his vote as fol-

lows:

I vote 710 because I do not believe we
have any right under the Military BiU to

hold any municipal election until the rati-

fication of the Constitution is completed.

Mr. Gair moved to adopt the 4th article

as follows:

Abt. 153. At the election for officers of

the civil government authorized and re-

quired by Congress to be established by
this Convention, all registered electors may
vote in any parish in which they may hap-
pen to he on the day of election, upon the
presentation of their registration papers;
Provided, That in aU cases when electors

may offer to vote in any parish where they
were not registered, a list of such persons
shall be tsS^en by the commissioners of

election, and the number of their registra-

tion papers, and the name of the parish in
which they were registered, and the ballots

cast, shall be numbered and a correspond-
ing number annexed to the name of such
voter upon the election list. In counting
the votes, the proper authorities to whom
this task shall be assigned by this Conven-
tion shall in all such cases examine the
registration lists of the parishes in which all

such voters shall purport to have regis-

tered, and in case the registration lists of
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said parishes show such papers to be correct
j

such votes shall be couuted; but in case the

registration lists do not show such papers

'

to be correct, such votes shall be thrown
cuts and not counted, and in all cases

where an elector shall have voted oftener

than once at said election, his vote shall be
thrown out and nbt counted.

Mr. Packard moved to amend by insert-

ing after the word "election," in the first

line, "for the ratification of the Con-

stitution," and after the words "parish

in which they r&side," the words "ujjon

pr&sentation of sufficient evidence to

satisfy the Commissioner of Election

that they have resided in the parish

in which they offer to vote for tlie space of

ten days, and that they are the identical

persons they represent themselves to be,*

and by striking out all after the words last

insei-ted.

Laid on the table.

Mr. Reagan moved to amend by insert-

ing after the word " registered," the words

"and the ballots cast shall be numbered,

and a con-esponding number annexed to

the name of such voter upon the election

day."

The amendment was accepted.

The question recurring upon the article,

as amended, and reading as follows:

Aj4T. —. At the election for officers of the
civil government authorized and required

by Congreas, to be established by this Con-
vention, all registered electors may vote in

any parish in which they may happen to be
on the days of election, upon the presenta-

tion of their registration papers; Provided,
That in aU cases when electors may ofi"er to

vote in any pariah where they were not
registered, a list of such persons shall be
taken by the commissioners of election,

and the number of their registration

papers, and the name of the paiish in

which they were registered, and the bal-

lots cast shall be numbered and a corres-

ponding number annexed to the name of

such voter uj^on the election list. lu count-
ing the votes the proper authorities to whom
this task shall be assigned by this Conven-
tion, shall in all such cases examine the
registration lists of the parishes in which
all such voters shall purjDort to have regis-

tered, and in case the registration lists of

said parishes show such papers to be incor-

rect, such votes shall be counted; but in
case the registration lists do not show such
papers to be correct, such votes shall be

thrown out, and not counted, and in all

cases where an elector shall have voted
oftener than once at said election, his vote
shall be thrown oiit, and not counted.

It was adopted—ayes 34:, nays 23—as fol-

lows:

Ayes: Antoine, Douglas, U. Dupart,
Esnard, Francois, Gair, Gardiner, Hemp-
stead, R. H. Isabelle, Jones. Lange, Leroy,
R. Lewis, Marie, Massicot, Meadows,
McLeran, Morris, Moses, Murrel, Oliver,

Pierce, Poindexter, Pollard, Reagan,
Schwab, Scott, Snider, Tinchant, Vidal,

WickKffe, "WiUiams, Wilson—34 ayes.

Nays: Belden, Bertonneau, Blandin,
Bonnefoi, Brown, Burrel, Cooley, Crane,
Crawford, Dearing, Depasseau, Duj^lessis,

Harper, Harris, T. Isabelle, Landers, Mc-
Millen, Mushaway. Packard, Pinchback,
Reese, Riai-d—23 nays.

Mr. Tinchant explained his vote as fol-

lows:

Being anxioiis to give to all political

speculators a fair show, I will vote yes,

Mr. Depasseau explained his vote as

follows

:

Being opposed to election by viva voce, I
vote no.

The Convention adjourned until to-mor-

row at 10 o'clock A. M.

A true copy:

WM. TIGERS, Secretary.

SIXTY-FIRST DAY.
New Orleans, Monday, Feb. 10, 1868.

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn-

ment, and was called to order by the Presi-

dent at 10 o'clock A. M.

The roll was callod and the following

members answered to their names:

J. G. Tahaferro, President ; Messrs. An-
toine, Baker, Bertonneau, Bonnefoi, Brown,
Burrel, Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Cromwell,
Cuney, Dearing, Depasseau, Deslonde P.

G., Deslonde J., Donato, Duparte G., Du-
piu-t U., Edward, Esnard, Francois, Fuller,

Ferg^uson, Gair, Gardiner* Gould, Harper,
Harris, Harrison, Hiostand, Ingraham, Isa-

belle R. H., Isabelle Thos., Jackson, Jones,
Kelso, Landers, Lange, Leroy, Lewis R.,

Marie, Martin, Meadows, McLeran, Moses,
Murrel, Myers, Newsham, Oliver, Packard,
Pierce, Pinchback, Poindexter, Pollard,

Reagan, Reese, Riard, Riggs, Roberts, Ro-
driguez, Schwab, Snider, Steele, TwitcheU,
Underwood, Talfroit, Tandergriff, Tidal,

Wickliffe, Williams, Wilson—72 members
present.

Prayer by the Rev. Jos. Fisk.
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The miniitevS were read and adopted.

OKIGINAXi KESOIiXJTIONS.

Mr. Cromwell moved that the Constitu-

tion, before its final adoiDtion, be read

set'iati^n three separate days—first day for

correction, second for substitutes or amend-
taents, and third for final adoption.

Laid on the table.

By Mr. Reagan

:

Resolved, That each member and em-
ployee of this Convention shall receive 30
per cent, over their per diem. , respectively.

The Warrant Clerk is hereby directed to
audit said allowances and issue warrants for

amounts respectively audited.

Lies over.

Mr. Cooley moved that the sum of $150

l>e approjsriated to the proprietors of the

Commercial Bulletin for pai^ers furnished

the Convention.

Mr. Packard moved to amend by striking

out "$150" and inserting "$75."

Lost.

Mr. Crane moved to amend by inserting

^'$100" in place of "§150."

Adojjted—ayes 36, nays 29—as follows :

Ayes : Antoine, Belden, Blandin, Bonne-
foi, Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Cromwell,
Pearing, Depasseau, Douglas, G. Dupartc,
Duplessis, Esnard, Ferguson, Harris, Hies-
tand, R. H. Isabelle, Thomas IsabeUe,
Jones, Kelso, Landers, Leroy, Richard
Lewis, Marie, Martin, Mushaway, Myers,
Pinchback, Riggs, Roberts, Rodriguez,
Schwab, Snider, "WiUiams, Wilson — 36
ayes.

Nays : Bertonneau, Burrel, P. G. Des-
loude, Edward, Francois, FuUer, Gardiner,
Cxuichard, Hnrper, Hempstead, Lange,
Meadows, Morris, Moses, Murrel, New-
sham, Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Poin-
dexter, Pollard, Reagan, Riard, Steele,

Tinchant, Underwood, Valfroit, Wicklifie

—

2S nays.

Mr. Tinchant called up the report of the

Committee on P^^nting of February 8, and

Eaoved to adopt the resolution as reported,

.aud reading as follows

:

Resolved, That the balance of the bill of
the Official Printers for job work, amount-
ing to one hundred and thirty-seven dol-

lars, be approved and the Warrant Clerk
he authoiized to draw a Avarrant for the
.same in favor of Messrs. J. B. Roudanez &
£5o., Official Printers.

Adopted,

IThe President submitted to the Conven-

tion the following memorial from the Con-

stitutional Convention of Georgia:

The Constitiitional Convention of the
State of Georgia presents to the Congress
of the United States the following consid-
eration :

A loan by the United States Government
to the impoverished planters of the South
of a reasonable amount of United States
currency for agricultural i^urposes, proper-
ly guarded by mortgage, and equitably dis-

tributed among the most needy, Avould be
of incalculable advantage to the whole coun-
try. Such a loan would restore the produc-
tions of the South, and give a market for
the goods of the North and the pro-
duce of the West. It would at once
energize the South in an honorable attempt
to compete with England, our rival in cot-

ton raising, and return with interest a full

payment for all her zeal in fostering our
late troubles in order that she might
establish her selfish policy of producing
cotton in the East, to the injury of our cot-

ton States, and thereby take commanding
control of what has been the great source of
our commercial prosperity as a people.
Mortgages or real estate can be taken as

twice the value of the money loaned. No
man need borrow more than two-thirds of

what he can give assurance will be the value
of his coming crop.

The people of the South need relief. Al-
most destroyed by the great conflict just

over. Providence, so far, has not smiled
upon the Southern jslanter.

In 1865, there was a short crop from
droughts and other causes.

In 1867 planters planted hoping to real-

ize from twenty-five to thirty cents per
l^ound on cotton. Compelled to sell gen-
erally at from ten to twelve cents per
pound, by the dechne in the market,
cotton planters have failed to realize the
cost of production and are, to an alarming
extent, comparatively helpless for the com-
ing croj). In projjortion as the cotton
planter is unable to plant for a large
amount of cotton, will the freedmen, ne-
cessarily suffer.

The extent of suffering among the freed-

men, unless Southern planters are fostered
by the government, will be appalling to the
Christian heart. "The nation's ward" con-
not be better cared for than by thus pro-
viding for them remuneration labor upon
that staple with the production of which
they are already familiar, a.nd which yield

to thena the greatest reward for that service

which they are best fitted by their raising

to i^erform. A liberal loan by Congress as

indicated "would do much to stimulate
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national fraternity. " In view of the fore-

going, be it therefore

Eesoh^ed, That the Congress of the United

States be resiaectfully petitioned to appro-

priate, thirty millions of dollars of United

States currency, to be loaned, under proper

regulations, to aid in developing the agri-

cultural interests of needy Southern

planters.

Resolved, That copies of the foregoing

preamble and resolution be transmitted to

the President of the Senate and Speaker of

the House of Eepresentatives of the United

States, with the request that they be laid

before these bodies; and that copies be also

transmitted to the Presidents of the Con-
stitutional Conventions of the Southern
States, and that we invite the co-operation

of such Conventions in this api^lication to

Congress.
[Signed] J. R. Pakrote,

President of the Convention.
P. M. Sheibley,

Secretary of the Convention.

"Which was received and lies over under

the rules.

Mr. Crane moved to adopt the following

as an article of the Constitution

:

The General Assembly shall, at its first

session under this Constitution, provide by
law for the subdivision into small lots, not

less in quantity than tAventy acres, all un-

sold State lands to secure to actual settlers

thereon homesteads on the most liberal

terms practicable.

Lies over.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS.

The fifth article of the ordinance pro-

posed by Mr. Wicklilfe being under con-

sideration, was adopted, reading as follows:

Akt. — . The same registrars and com-
missioners who shall be appointed by the

Commanding General of the Fifth Military

District to superintend the election for the

ratification or rejection of the Constitution,

shall, also, at the same time and j^laces, su-

perintend the election for all officers and rep-

resentatives herein ordered, provided they
be authorized so to act by the Command-
ing General. And in case the Command-
ing General should not so authorize

said registrars and commissioners, the

Committee of Seven, appointed by this

Convention to take charge of the whole
matter of the ratification of the Constitu-

tion and the election of civil officers, shall

apiDoint one registrar for each parish in the

State, except the parish of Orleans, and
one in each district of the parish of Orleans

—

counting Orleans, right bank, as one dis-

trict—who shall each, in his parish or dis-

trict, appoint a sufficient number of com-
missioners of election to hold tlie said

election for said civil officers and Eepre-
sentatives, at the same time and "places as

herein provided for.

Messrs. Cooley and Crane recorded their

vote

—

no—on the adoption of Mr. Wick-

liffe's fifth article.

The 6th article, reading as follows, was

adopted

:

Art. — . Keturns shall be made in dupli-

cate, sworn to by the commissioners hold-

ing the election, and forwarded within
three days thereafter, to the registrars of

the parish or district. The registrar shaU
immediately forward one copy of said re-

turns to the chairman of the Committee of

Seven appointed by this Convention, who
shall, within ten days after the last return,

have been received, make proclamation of

the resiilt of said election.

The 7th article, reading as folloAvs, was

adopted

:

Art. -—. All civil officers thus elected

shall enter upon the discharge of their

duties on the second Monday after the
official promiilgation of the ratification of

this Constitution by the qualified electors

of the State, and continue in office until

their legally elected successors shall be diily

inducted to office.

Mr. Oliver moved to adopt the 8th article,

as follows:

Art. — . The General Assembly elected

under this Constitution shaU hold its first

session in the city of New Orleans, on the

third Monday after the official jaromulga-

tion aforesaid, and proceed immediately
upon its organization to the adop-
tion of the lith amendment to the
Constitution of the United States, proposed
by Congress, and passed June 13, 1866.

Said Legislature shall not have power to

enact any laws relative to the per diem of

members or any other subject, after organi-

zation, until said Constitutional Amend-
ment is adopted as required by Congress.

Mr. Underwood moved to amend by

striking out "New Orleans" and inserting

"Baton Rouge."

Adopted.

Mr. Waples moved to amend by adding

after the word "to," in the sixth line, the

words "vote upon;" and inserting in the last

line after the words "Constitutional Amend-

ment," the words "shall have been acted

upon," in place of "is adopted as required

by Congress."
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Bfr. Wicldiffe moved to lay the amend-

ment on the table.

Lost—ayes 24, nays 33—as foUows:

Teas: Crawford, P. G. Deslonde, G. Dti-

parte, Guichard, Hempstead, R. H. Isa-

beUe, Jones, Lange, Leroy, Marie, Morris,

Moses, Newsham, Oliver, IPackard, Pierce,

Poindexter, Biggs, Rodriguez, Underwood,
Valfroit, Wickliffe, Williams, Wilson—yeas
24.

Nays: Bertonneau, Blandin, Bonnefoi,
Bnrrel, Butler, Cooley, Crane, Cromwell,
Dearing, Donato, Douglas, U. Dupart, Du-
plessis, Esnard, Francois, Gair, Harrison,
Thos. IsabeUe, J. B. Lewis, R. Lewis,
Massicot, Murrel, Mashaway, Myers, Pinch-
back, Reagan, Reeae, Riard, Snider, Steele,

Tinchant, Twitchell, Waples—nays 33.

The amendment -was adopted—ayes 36,

nays 20—as foUows:

Yeas: Antoine, Baker, Belden, Berton-
neau, Blandin, Bonnefoi, Brown, Butler,

Cooley, Crane, Dearing, G. Duparte, Du-
plessis, Esnard, Francois, Gair, Gould,
Guichard, Harper, Harrison, Hiestand,
Thos. IsabeUe, Jackson, Leroy, Meadows,
Mushaway, Myers, Pierce, Pinchback,
Poindexter, Reagan, Reese, Smith, Snider,
Vidal, Waples—36.
Nays: Burrel, Crawford, P. G. Deslonde,

U. Dupart, R; H. Isabelle, Jones, Marie,
Massicot, Moses, Murrel, Oliver, Packard,
Pollard, Riggs, Rodriguez, Steele, Tinchant,
Underwood, Wickliflfe, Wilson—20.

The article, as amended, reading as fol-

lows:

Art. —. The General Assembly elected
tinder this Constitution shall hold its first

session in the city of Baton Rouge on the
third Monday after the official promulga-
tion aforesaid, and proceed immediately
npon its organization to vote upon the
adoption of the 14th amendment to the
Constitution of the United States, proposed
by Congress, and passed June 13, 1866.

Said Legislature shall not have power to

enact any laws relative to the per diem of
members or any other subject, after organi-
zation, until said Constitutional Amend-
ment shall have been acted upon.

Was adopted—ayes 44, nays 17—as fol-

lows:

Ayes: Antoine, Baker, Belden, Blandin,
Bonnefoi, Brown, Butler, Cooley, Crane,
Dearing, Donato, G. Duparte, U". Duj^art,
Francois, Fuller, Gair, Guichard, Harper,
Hiestand, Jackson, Lange, Leroy, Marie,
Massicot, Meadows, McLeran, Mushaway,
Myers, Packard, Pierce, Pinchback, Poin-
dexter, Pollard, Reagan, Reese, Riard,
Smith, Snider, Tinchant, Underwood,

Valfroit, Vidal, WickHffe, Wil8on^44
ayes.

Nays: Bertonneati, Burrel, Crawford,
Cuney, Duplessis, Ferguson, Gould, Har-
rison, T. Isabelle, Morris, Moses, Murrel,
OUver, Riggs, Rodriguez, Steele, Waples

—

17 nays.

Mr. Belden explained his vote on the

amendment of Mr. Waples as foUows

:

Believing that, forcing the Legislature
to adopt the amendment proposed, might
give rise to a legal question as to whether
we have legaUy adopted the said amend-
ment, I favor leaving the matter to the vol-
untary action of the Legislature.

Judge Crawford explained his vote on the

amendment to article 8th as foUows

:

I vote no for the reason that I am op-
posed to the original article, and to the
article if amended, believing that we ought
to do nothing on this subject.

The 9th article, as foUows, was adopted:

AuT. —. AU registrars and commissioners
appointed under this Constitution, shaU,
before entering upon their duties, take and
subscribe the oath of office prescribed by
Congress, approved July 2, 1862, entitled
"An act to jirescribe an oath of office."

The said oath of office shaU be ad-
ministered to each registrar by the
chairman of the Committee of Seven,
herein provided for, and to each com-
missioner by the registrar appointing him. j
Mr. WickUffe moved to adopt in place of 1

the tenth article, the following:

AjRT. —. AU registrars, commissioners,
and other officers necessary to carry into
effect the provisions of this ordinance, ex-
cept as otherwise provided for by the Recon-
struction Acts of Congress. shaU be paid
out of any funds raised by virtue of the
Tax Ordinance adopted by this Convention
December 24, 1867, not otherwise ap-
propriated.

Adopted.'

Mr. WickHffe moved that a committee of

seven on Style and Arrangements be ap-

pointed by the Chair, to whom shaU be re-

ferred the Constitution as a whole, to re-

vise, amend, connect and have printed for

the use of the Convention in adopting the

same.

Mr. Smith was caUed to the chair.

Mr. Packard caUed up the ordinance pro-

posed by him lying over from February 6,

as foUows:
AN OKDrNANCE.

Whekeas, The act of Congress of the
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23d of March, 1867, sets forth as one of the

purijoses of the assembhug of this Con-
veiitiou to " establish a civil government "

for the State.

Be, it ordained bi/ ilie people of the State of
Louisiana in Convention assembled. That a

Board of Registration for the State be ap-

pointed by this Convention to consist of

seven members thereof, whose term of of-

fice shall begin with the adjournment of

the Convention and end with the inaugura-

tion of State officers as provided for in the
Constitution.

Be itfurther ordained, etc. , That it shall

ba the duty of said board to elect a Chair-

man from among its members and a Secre-

tary, and that aU public notices, proclama-
tions and orders shall be signed by the
President, and attested by the Secretary.

Be it further ordained, etc.. That the

said board shall have power and authority

to make rulevS, regulations and orders con-

cerning the registration of voters, the du-

ties of registration, the holding of elections,

the duties of commissioners of the respective

poUs, the making of returns and the an-

nouncement of the results of the elections;

Provided, That such rules, regulations and
orders shall in nowise conflict with the pro-

visions of the acts known as the Reconstruc-
tion Acts, or with the schedule or or-

dinance contained in the Constitution

to be submitted by this Convention,
or with the lawful authority of the Dis-

trict Commander, exercised in pursuance
and furtherance of said acts and provisions,

but shaU be in co-operation with and
furtherance of the same. Their authority

shall extend to all matters of execution or

detail, not fully provided for in said Re-
construction Acts and Constitution, and in

case of the non-action of any officer of the
State, or the District Commander, or any
omission in carrying out said laws, regula-

tions or ordinances or details, "necessary to

carry into eflfeot the purposes " of said acts

according to their letter and spirit.

Be it further ordained, etc., That they
shall be empowered for the administration
of oaths of office, and the issuing of com-
missions to act in cases of vacancy, or the
non-action or omission to perform their

duties of any or all elective officers.

Be it further ordained, etc., That it shall

be the duty of said board to fix the salary

and regulate the duties of all officers of

election ordered to be held by the Recon-
struction Acts and the Constitution, and
their acts in pursuance thereof shall be
reaniendatory to the Legislature, whose
duty it shall be to appropriate a j list and
equitable sum in payment of all salaries

and expenses in cancel.

And moved to amend it by striking out

the last clause, and inserting

:

Be it further ordained, etc., That it shall

be the duty of said board to fix the salary
and regulate the duties of aU officers of
election ordered to be held by the Recon-
struction Acts and the Constitution, and
the salaries and expenses incurred in carry-
ing this ordinance into effect, shaU be paid
upon the certificate of the chairman of said
committee out of any funds raised by the
Tax Ordinance of this Convention, passed
December 2i, 1867, not otherwise appro-
priated.

Mr. McMiUen moved to amend the

amendment by adding:

Provided, The Board of Registrars shaU
not have the power to fix their salaries at a
greater sum than $5 per day.

Adopted.

The amendment of Mr. Packard, as

amended by Mr. McMillen, and reading as

follows:

Be it further ordained, etc., That it shall

be the duty of said board to fix the salary
and regulate the duties of all officers of
election ordered to be h eld by the Recon-
struction Acts and the Constitution, and
the salaries and exiaenses incurred in carry-
ing this ordinance into efi"ect, shall be paid
upon the certificate of the chairman of said
committee out of any funds raised by the
Tax Ordinance of this Convention, passed
December 24:, 1867, not otherwise appro-
priated; Provided, The Board of Registrars
shall not have the power to fix their salaries

at a greater sum than $5 per day.

Was adopted.

Mr. McMillen moved to amend the first

clause by striking out "seven" and insert-

ing "three."

Laid on the table.

Mr. Cooley moved to amend by striking

out "seven " and inserting " four."

Laid on the table.

Mr. Rodriguez moved to amend by
striking out " seven " and inserting

"five."

Laid on the table.

Mr. Cooley moved to take from the table

the amendment of Mr. Rodriguez.

Pending which the Convelition adjourned

tOl to-morrow at 10 a. m.

A true copy :

WM. VIGERS, Secretary.
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SIXTY-SECOND DAY.
New Okleans, Tuesday, Feb. 11, 1868.

The Conventiou met pursuant to acljouru-

ment and was called to order by the Pres-

ident at 10 o'clock A. M.

The roll was called, and the following

members answered to their names:

President J. G. Taliaferro; Messrs. An-
toine, Baker, Belden, Blandin, Bonnefoi,
BroAvn, Burrel, Butler, Cooley, Crane,
Cromwell, Cuney, Dearing, Depasseau,
Deslonde P. G., Donato, Dupart U., Ed-
ward, Esaard, Fi-ancois, Fuller, Gardiner,
Gould, Guichard, Harjjer, Harris, Harri-
.son, Hiestand, Ingraham, Isabelle B. H.,
Jackson! Jones, Kelso, Lange, Leroy,
Marie, Martin, Meadows, McLeran, Morris,
Moses, Murrel, Newsliam, Oliver, Packard,
Pierce, Pinchbaek, Poindexter, Pollard,
Eeagan, Reese, Riard, Biggs, Rodriguez,
Schwab, Smith, Snider, Steele, Underwood,
Valfroit, Waples, Wickliffe, WiUiams, Wil-
son—65 members present.

Prayer by the Rev. Jos. Fisk.

The minutes were read and approved.

OKICrNAIi EESOIiXJTIONS.

Mr. P. G. Deslonde moved that $100 be

donated Rev. Josiah Fisk for his divine ser-

vices in this body.

Mr. Wickliflfe moved to amend by making
the sum $200.

Adopted.

By Mr. Underwood:
Whekeas, That the Assistant Secretary

has absented himself from this Conventiou
for some time; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the office of Assistant Se-
cretary be declared vacant.

Postponed indefinitely.

The Chair announced the appointment, as

the Committee on Style and Arrangement,

of Messrs. Wickhffe, Belden, Rodriguez,

Cooley, "Waples, McMillen and Deslonde.

By Mr. Blackburn:

Resolved, That the members of the Print-
ing Committee, with their clerk, to be
designated by the President of the Conven-
tion, be authorized to sit over for thirty
days, or so much of that time as may be
necessary, after the adjournment of this

Convention, to audit the accounts for print-
ing and see that the same be properly ad-
justed and cancelled. The same i^er diem
to be allowed as during the regular session
of the Convention.

Lies over.

By Mr. Steele:

Whereas, The Reconstruction Bill, now
pending in the Congress of the United
States, provides for the removal of the
present district commanders, and the ap-
pointment of department commanders, not
below the grade of Colonel; therefore,
be it

Resolved, That this Convention, as repre-
senting the loyal people of Louisiana, re-
spectfully requests the General Command-
ing the armies of the United States, in
case the change is made, to assign General
Joseph A. Mower to the command of this
department.

Resolved, That an official copy of this
resolution be immediately forwarded to
General U. S. Grant at Washington.

PostjDoned until to-morrow.

Mr. Reagan called up his resolution lying

over from February 10, as follows:

Resolved, That each member and em-
ployee of this Convention shall receive 30
per cent, over their per diem, respectively.
The Warrant Clerk is hereby directed to
audit said allowances and issue warrants for
amounts respectively audited.

And moved to adopt.

Mr. Blandin moved to lay on the table.

Lost—ayes 24, nays 41-—as follows:

Ayes : Bertonneau, Blandin, Bonnefoi,
Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Dearing, De-
passeau, U. Dupart, Esnard, Guichard,
Jackson, Kelso, Moses, Mushaway, Pack-
ard, Pinchbaek, Poindexter, Rodriguez,
Smith, Steele, IJnderwood, Waples, Wil-
son—24 yeas
Nays : Antoine, Baker, Belden, Black-

burn, Burrel, Butler, CromweU, Cuney,
P. G. Deslonde, Donato, Douglas, G. Du-
parte, Duplessis, Francois, Gould, Harper,
Harris, Hempstead, R. H. Isabelle, Lange,
Leroy, Marie, Martin, Massicot, Meadows,
Morris, Murrel, Ohver, Pierce, Pollard,
Reagan, Reese, Riard, Riggs, Roberts,
Schwab, Snider, TwitcheU, Valfroit, Vidal,
WiUiams,—41 nays.

Mr. Crawford moved to amend by strik-

ing out all after the word "resolved" and
inserting "ninety thousand dollars to each

member and an annual pension of seven

thousand dollars."

Laid on the table.

Mr. Thos. Isabelle moved to amend
by adding:

Provided, That those only voting for ex-
tra jjay shall receive it, and none others.

Lost.

Mr. R. H. Isabelle moved to amend by
adding:
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Provided, That each delegate be taxed
30 per cent, on their "svarrants for charita-

ble purposes.

Lost.

The resolution was adopt-ed—ayes 40,

nays 32—as follows:

Yeas: Baker, Belden, Blackburn, Bun-el,

Cromwell, Cuney, P. G. Deslonde, G. Du-
parte, U. Dupart, Francois, Gardiner,
Gould, Harper, Harris, Hempstead, Hles-
tand, Ingi'aham, Lange, Leroy, Marie,
Martin, Massicot, McLeran, Morris, Moses,
Murrel, Newsham, Oliver, Pierce, Pollard,

Eeagan, Reese, Riggs, Roberts, Schwab,
Snider, Valfroit, Vidal, Williams—yeas iO.

Nays: Antoine, Bertonneau, Blandin,
Bonnefoi, Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Dear-
ing, Douglas, Duplessis, Edward, Esnard,
Fuller, Ferguson, Guichard, Harrison, R.
H. Isabelle, Thos. Isabelle, Jackson, Kelso,
McMillen, Mushaway, Packard, Pinchback,
Poindexter, Riard, Rodriguez, Smith,
Steele, Twitchell, Underwood, Waples,
nays 32.

Mr. Hempstead moved to reconsider the

Tote last taken.

Mr. Oliver moved to lay the motion to

reconsider on the table.

Adopted.

Mr. Waples moved to take up from the

table the motion to reconsider.

Pending whieh, the Conveation ad-

journed until to-morrow at 11 o'clock a. m.,

Mr. Cooley being then entitled to the floor.

A true copy :

WM. TIGERS, Secretary.

SIXTY-THIRD DAY.
New Orleans, Wednesday, Feb. 12, 1868.

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn-

ment, and was called to order by the

President at 11 a. m.

The roll was caUcd and the foUo^\•ing

members answered to their names:

J. G. Taliaferro, President ; Messrs, An-
toine, Baker, Bertonneau, Blackburn,
Blandin, Bonnefoi, Brown, Burrel, Cooley,
Crane, Cromwell, Cuney, Dearing, Depas-
seau, Deslonde P. G., Donato, Douglas,
Dupart U., Duplessis, Edward, Esnard,
Francois, Fuller, Ferguson, Gair, Gardi-
ner, Gould, Guichard, Harper, Harris,
Hempstead, Hiestand, Ingraham, Jackson,
Jones, Kelso, Landers, Lange, Leroy,
Lewis R., Marie, Martin, Meadows, Mc-
Leran, Morris, Moses, Mushaway, New-
sham, Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Poindexter,
PoUard, Reagan, Reese, Riard, Riggs, Ro-

I

driguez, Schwab, Smith, Snaer, Snider,
Steele, Underwood, Valfroit, Vandergriflf,
Vidal, Waples, Wickliffe, Williams, WHson,
72 members present.

Prayer by the Rev. Josiah Fisk.

The minutes were read and adopted.

OEIGINAIi EESOIiTJTIONS.

By Mr. Underwood

:

Resolved, That the New Orleans Repub-
lican and Tribune be paid at the usual
rates for the copies of their respective pa-
pers ordered by and furnished to this Con-
vention, and that the Warrant Clerk be
authorized to draw a warrant in their favor
for the amount due them.

Lies over.

By Mr. Reagan:

Resolved, That it shall be the duty, at
the time of adjournment of this Conven-
tion, of the Warrant Clerk and Secretary
to prepare a List of the warrants issued by
this Convention, to whom issued, and the
amount of such, which List shaU be signed
by the Warrant Clerk and Secretary, and
furnished by them to the Treasurer of the
State.

Lies over.

A petition by E. Hawking, sergeant of

IJoUce, asking for compensation, was pre-

sented and laid on the table.

Mr. Isabelle moved that a compen-
sation of $100 each be allowed Sergeant

Hawking and private Patrick Meade, of the

city police, for their services in preserving

good order in this Convention. Lost.

Mr. Waiiles moved to suspend the con-

sideration of all other matters and proceed

to complete the Constitution.

Adopted.

Mr. Underwood moved that the Com-
mittee on Style and Arrangement have
leave to retire.

Laid on the table.

Mr. Cooley declined to serve upon the

committee.

Mr. Crawford moved that the Committee
on Style and Arrangment be instructed to

report such amendments and verbal altera-

tions as they may find necessary to com-
plete and harmonize the articles, to the

Convention for its action. Adopted.

The Convention adjourned until to-mor-

row at 11 o'clock A. M.

A true copiy:

WM. VIGERS, Secretary.
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SIXTY-FOURTH DAY.
New Okleans, Tliursday, Feb. 13, 1868.

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn-

ment, and was called to order by the Presi-

dent at 11a. m.

The roll was called and the following

members answered to their names

:

J. G. Taliaferro, President; Messrs. Ba-
ker, Blackburn, Blandin, Bonnefoi, Brown,
Burrel, Butler, Cooley, Crane, Crawford,
Cromwell, Cuney, Dearing, Depasseau, Do-
nato, U. Dupart, Duplessis, Edward, Es-
nard, Francois, Fuller, Ferguson, Gair,
Gardiner, Gould, Guichard, Harper, Harris,

Harrison, Hiestand, Ingraham, Pi.. H. Isa-

belle, Thos. Isabelle, Jackson, Jones, Kel-
so, Landers, Lange, Leroy, Martin, Mea-
dows, Morris, Moses, Murrel,|Mushaway,
Myers, Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Poindex-
ter, PoUard, Reagan, Reese, Riard, Riggs,
Schwab, Smith, Snaer, Snider, Steele,

Twitchell, Underwood, Valfroit, Vander-
griff, Waples, Wickliffe, Williams, Wilson

—

69 members present.

The minutes were read and adopted.

ORIGINAL KESOLTJTIONS.

By Mr. CromweU :

Resolved, That the following be an article

in the Constitution of the State of Louis-
iana :

No person shall be eligible for State

or municipal office who has not the
qiTalifications required in a voter for mem-
bers of this Convention. But the Legis-
lature may, by a vote of two-thirds of each
House, remove such disability.

Lies over.

By My. Cooley:

Resolved, That the Warrant Clerk is

authorized to issue warrant in favor of

Joseph Camart, for pay as Page to this

Convention, from the second December,
1867, deducting therefrom the sum of

twelve dollars already paid him for special

services.

Who moved to suspend the rules to place

it upon its final passage. The motion pre-

vailed and the resolution was adopted.

By Mr. Blackburn

:

Aet. — . Every head of a family in this

State shaU be entitled to hold in his or her
own right, property to the amou.nt of $1000,
which shall be exempt from seizure and
sale under legal process, for any obligation
incurred after the adoption of this Consti-
tution. Said exemption to consist of such
property as may be designated by the party
interested, and to be appraised |by three
disinterested parties.

Referred to the Committee on Style and
Arrangement.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS.

Mr. Waples' motion to take from the

table the motion of Mr. Hempstead to

reconsider the vote upon Mr. Reagan's 30
per cent, additional pay to the members
and employees being under consideration.

Mr. Smith was called to the chair.

The motion of Mr. Waples was lost—ayes

24, nays 40—as follows

:

Yeas : Antoine, Bertonneau, Blandin,
Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Depasseau,
Douglas, Duplessis, Edward, Fuller, Fer-
guson, Isabelle R. H., Isabelle Thos., Jack-
son, Jones, Kelso, Myers, Packard, Pinch-
back, Rodriguez, Smith, Steele, Tinchant,
Waples—24 yeas.

Nays: Baker, Belden, Blackburn, Brown,
Burrel, Cromwell, Cuney, Dupart U., Fran-
cois, Gair, Gardiner, Harper, Harris,
Hempstead, Hiestand, Ingraham, Landers,
Lange, Leroy, Marie, Martin, Massicot,
Meadows, McLeran, Morris. Moses, Murrel,
Oliver, Pierce, Poindexter, Pollard, Reagan,
Reese, Riggs, Roberts, Schwab, Snaer,
Snider, Valfroit, Williams—40 nays.

Mr. Waples moved to repeal the ordi-

nance providing for 30 per cent, additional

I)ay to the members and employees.

Mr. Tinchant raised the point of order

that the motion of Mr. Waples should lie

over for two days and be printed, and is

not in order now for discussion.

The Chair decided that the iDoint of

order was not well taken.

Mr. Tinchant apj)ealed.

The Chair was not sustained, and the

motion of Mr. Waples lies over,

Mr. Waples gave notice that he would in-

troduce a resolution to repeal the resolu-

tion of Mr. Reagan and show its true char-

acter to the public.

Mr. Cooley's motion to take from the ta-

ble the amendment of Mr. Rodriguez to

the ordinance proposed by Mr. Packard

coming up for consideration, the motion to

take from the table was lost.

The question recurred upon the adoption

of the ordinance proposed by Mr. Packard

as previously amended, and reading as fol-

lows:
AN ORDINANCE.

Whereas, The act of Congress of the
23d of March, 1867, sets forth as one of the
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purposes of the assembling of this Con-
vention to " establish a civil government "

for the State.

Be it ordained by the i^eople of the State of

Lo2cistana in Conventiori asf:emhled, That a

Board 'of Registration for the State be ap-

pointed by this Convention, to consist of

seven members thereof, whose term of office

shall begin with the adjournment of the

Convention and end with the iuangnration

of State officers as provided for in the Con-
stitution.

Be itfurther ordained, ei:c.,Thatit shall be

the duty of said board to elect a chairman
from among its members and a Secretary,

and that all public notices, proclamations

a,nd orders shall be signed by the President,

and attested by the Secretary.

Be it further ordained, etc.. That the

said board shall have power and authority

to make rules, regulations and orders con-

cerning the registration of voters, the du-

ties of registration, the holding of elections,

the duties ofnomTnisaimiers nllha-cespective

poUsT^the' maklngl3r"r('turns and tlie an^,

normcement of the results of tlio'eiectiorrsi

Provided, That suck rules, regulations aSd
orders shall in nowise conflict with the i)ro-

visions of the acts known as the Reconstruc-

tion Acts, or with the schedule or or-

dinance contained in the Counstitution to

be submitted by this Convention or

with the lawful authority of the Dis-

trict Commander, exercised in pursuance
and furtherance of said acts and provisions,

but shall be in co-operation with and fur-

therance of the same. Their authority

shall extend to all matters of execution or

detail, not fully provided for in said Re-
construction Acts and Constitution, and in

case of the non-action of any officer of the

State, or the District Commander, or any
omission in carrying out said laws, regula-

tions or ordinances or details, "necessary to

carry into effect the purposes" of said acts

according to their letter and spirit.

Be it further ordained, etc.. That they
shall be empowered for the administration
of oaths of office, and the issuing of com-
missions to act in cases of vacancy, or the

non-action or omission to perform their

duties of any or all elective officers.

Be it further ordained, etc.. That it shall

be the duty of said board to fix the salary

and regulate the duties of aU officers

of election ordered to be held by the
Reconstruction Acts and the Constitution,

and the salaries and expenses incurred in

carrying this ordinance into effect, shall

be paid upon the certificate of the chair-

man of said committee out of any funds
raised by the Tax Ordinance of this Con-
vention, passed December 24, 1867, not
otherwise appropriated ; Provided, The

Board of Registrars shall not have the

power to fix their salaries ".at a greater sum
than five dollars per day.

Which was adopted—ayes 36, nays 18—as

follows

:

Ayes: Baker, Belden, Bertonneau, Blan-

din, Cromwell, Douglas, Duplessis, Fran-
cois, Gair, Harper, Harris, Hempstead,
Hiestand, R. H. Isabelle, Jones, Landers,

Leroy, Marie, Massicot, Meadows, Mc-
Leran, Morris, Moses, Murrel, Newsham,
Oliver, Packard, Pinchl^ack, Pollard, Rea-
gan, Reese, Riggs, Schwab, Vidal, WiUiams,
Wilson—36.

Nays: Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Dearing,
Depasseau, G. Duparte, U. Dupart, Ed-
ward, Thos. Isabelle, Mushaway, Myers,
Rodriguez, Smith, Snider, Steele, Tinchant,

Valfroit, Waples—18.

Mr. Meadows moved to take from the

table the resolution of Mr. Burrel, offered

January 31.

Mr. Tinchant moved to lay the motion

to take from the table on the table.

Adopted.

Mr. Belden, on the part of the Commit-

tee on City Charter, reported progress.

Mr. Cooley moved to discharge the com-

mittee from the further consideration of the

subject.

Mr. Crawford moved to amend by re-

pealing the resolution authorizing the ap-

pointment of the committee, which was ac-

cepted by the mover.

Mr. Hempstead was called to the chair.

Mr. Bertonneau moved the previous

question.

The Chair decided the motion not now iu

order.

Mr. Bertonneau appealed.

The Chair was not sustained.

The previous question was not demanded

by a majority of the delegates.

The motion of Mr. Cooley, as amended

by Mr. Crawford, was adopted.

Mr. Steele called up his resolution lying

over from February 11, as follows :

Whekeas, The Reconstruction Bill, now
pending in the Congress of the United
States, provides for the removal of the

present district commanders, and the ap-

pointment of department commanders, not

below the grade of Colonel ; therefore,

be it

Resolved, That this Convention, as repre-

senting the loyal people of Louisiana, re-
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spectfully requests the General Command-

1

iug the armies of the United States, in

case the change is made, to assign General
Josei^h A. Mower to the command of this

dej^artment.
Resolved, That an official copy of this

resolution be immediately forwarded to

General U. S. Grant, at Washington.

Mr. Tinchant moved to lay on the table.

Lost.

Mr. Packard moved to amend by strik-

ing out the words "Joseph A, Mower,"

and inserting the words "Major General

Philip H. Sheridan."

Mr. Steele moved to lay the amendment

on the table.

Lost.

The amendment was adoj)ted.

The resolution, as amended, and reading

as follows, was adoi^ted:

Wheeeas, The Reconstruction Bill, now
pending in the Congress of the United
States, jjrovides for the removal of the
present district commanders, and the ap-

pointment of department commanders, not
below the grade of Colonel ; therefore,

be it

Resolved, That this Convention, as repre-

senting the loyal people of Louisiana, re-

sjjectfuLly requests the General Command-
ing the armies of the United States, in case

the change is made, to assign Major Gen-
eral PhiliiJ H. Sheridan to the command of

this department.
Resolved, That an official copy of this

resolution be immediately forwarded to

General U. S. Grant, at Washington.

The Convention adjourned until to-mor-

row at 10 A. M.

A triie copy:
' WM. YIGERS. Secretary.

SIXTY-FIFTH DAY.
New Oklbans, Friday, Feb. 14, 1868.

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn-

ment, and was called to order by the Secre-

taiy in the absence of the President.

Mr. Reagan was called to the chair.

The roU was caUed, and the following

members answered to their names

:

Messrs. Baker, Belden, Bertonneau,
Blackburn, J Blandin, Bonnefoi, Burrel, But-
ler. Cooley, Crane, Crawford, CromweU,
Dearing, Depasseau, Donato, Douglas,
G. Duparte, U. Dupart, Edward, Francois,

Fuller, Gardiner, Guichard, Harper, Harris,
Hiestand, Ingraham, T. Isabelle, Jones,

KelsOj Landers, Lange, Leroy, B. Lewis,

Marie,Mfvrtin,Massicot, Meadows, McLeran,
McMilien, Morris, Moses, Murrel, Musha-
way, Myers, Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Poin-
dexter, PoUard, Reagan, Riard, Riggs,
Roberts, Rodriguez, Schwab, Snider, Steele,

Underwood, Yalfroit, Vandergriff, Waples,
Wickliff'e, Williams, Wilson—65 members
present.

Prayer by the Rev. Josiali Fisk.

The minutes were read and adopted.

OEIGINAL EESOLUTIONS.

By Mr, Blackburn:

Resohed, That the Committee on Style
and Arrangement be requested to strike the
word "male" from the tirst article^ of the
Constitution, under the head of General
Provision s.

Referred to Committee on Style and Ar-

rangement.

By Mr. Waples

:

Wheeeas, Early in the session, the Con-
vention adopted a resolution fixing the daily
compensation of the members and officers

thereof ; and, without reconsidering said

resolution, the membei's have voted them-
selves recently an additional compensa-
sation of thirty jier cent., thus increas-

ing their pay to thirteen dollars per day;
and,

Wheeeas, The tax levied ought in good
faith to be applied, first to the payment
of the members, officers and emjDloyees,

(including the Official Printer, elected by
ballot,) according to the rates fixed when
the tax was ordained ; and,

Wheeeas, It would be manifestly iinjust

to the present holders of warrants to have
their value diminished by issuing the j^ro-

posed new ones before the former have been
paid; therefore, be it

Resoh^ed, That no warrant shall be issued

for the payment of the additional compen-
sation until all the members and officers,

including the regularly elected Official

PriDter, shall have been paid the rates

originally established.

Who moved to susi^end the rules to place

it upon its passage.

The rules were suspended and the reso-

lution was laid on the table.

By Mr. Wajiles:

Wheeeas, The resolution increasing the
pay of members to thirteen dollars per
day is unusual, extravagant and unjust to

the State; therefore
Resolved, That the resolution be, and is

hereby rejjealed.

Mr. Wickliffe, on the jsart of the Commit-

tee on Style and Ai'rangement, reported
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progress, and exi^ected to submit a final

report in print on Monday next.

Mr. Smith moved to suspend the rules

to place the resolution of Mr. Waples, last

oflfered, upon its passage.

Adopted.

Mr. Gair moved to postpone indefinitely

the resolution.

Adopted—ayes 38, nays 28—as follows:

Yeas: Baker, Beldeu, Blackburn, Burrel,

Butler, Cromwell, Douato, G. Duparte, U.
Dupart, Francois, Gair, Harper, Harris,

Hempstead, Hiestand, Ingraham, Landers,
Lange, Leroy, J. B. Lewis, Martin, Massi-

cot, Meadows, McLeran, Morris, Murrel,
Newsham, Oliver, Pierce, PoUard, Eeagan,
Reese, Riga's, Schwab, Snider, Valfroit,

Williams, Wilson—38.

Nays: Antoine, Bertonneau, Blandin,
Bonseigneur, Bonnefoi, Cooley, Crane,
Crawford, Depasseau, Douglas, Duplessis,

Edward, Esnard, FuUer, Ferguson, R. H.
Isabelle, Thos. Isabelle, -Jackson, Jones,

Kelso, Moses, Myers, Packard, Pinchback,
Rodriguez, Smith, Steele, TwitcheU, Wa-
ples—28.
Mr. Hempstead moved to reconsider the

vote upon the adoption of Mr. Steele's reso-

lution of yesterday.

Mr. Rodrigiiez moved to lay the motion

to reconsider on the table.

Adojjted.

The Convention adjourned till Monday
at 10 A. M.

A true copy:

WM. VIGERS, Secretary.

SIXTY-SIXTH DAY.
New Orleans, Monday, Feb. 17, ISGS.

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn-

ment and was called to order by the Presi-

dent at 10 A. M.

The roU was called and the following

members answered to their names

:

J. G. Taliaferro, President; Messrs. An-
toine, Baker, Belden, Bertonneau, Blandin,
Bonnefoi, Cooley, Crane, Cromwell, Cuney,
Bearing, Depasseau, Donato, G. Duparte,
U. Dupart, Duplessis, Esnard, Francois,
Fuller, Ferguson, Gardiner, Guichard,
Harper, Harris, Harrison, Hiestand, Ingra-
ham, Jackson, Jones, Kelso, Landers,
Lange, Leroy, J. B. Lewis, R. Lewis,
Martin, Massicot, Meadows, McLeran,
Moses, Murrel, Mushaway, Myers, Oliver,
Packard, Pierce, Pinchback, Poindexter,
Pollai*4, Kaagan, Reese, Riggs, Rodriguez,

Smith, Snaer, Steele, Thibaut, TwitcheU,.

Underwood, Yalfroit, Waples, Wilh'amss,.

Wilson—64 members i^resent.

The minutes were read and adoi^ted.

OKIGrN.\L KESOLrTIOXS.

By Mr. Cooley:

Be it ordained by the Comlitutional CdTr--

veniion of the State of Louisiana, That tiifi'

tax payers of the city of New Orleans, Or-
leans right b.mk, and parish of Jefterson^,

have until the first of March next. to pay
the tax of one mill percent., levied by oi\li-

nance of the Convention of date December'
24, 1867; and that fr. m and after saidfirstt

of March, 18(J8, the additional taxes Ievi'e*J

as a penalty by subsequent ordinances skicil

be exacted by the different tax collectors^,

or Sheriffs of the above named places.

Be it furtlier ordained, etc., That sai^'

tax collectors and sheriffs are authoriz«»f8

to pay, out of any moneys in their haefe-
and belonging to the Convention tax, aI8

bills which may be contracted by them f€a.T-

advertising the sale of property of delis-

quent tax payers, as provided by ordinaucG'

of Jannary 4, 1868, and said bills shall be--

received by the Auditor of Public Accouafa--.

in settlement "wdth them.
Be it further ord(dned, etc.. That the sa53'

tax collectoi's are authorized to receive ia
payment of the tax aforesaid, warrants;
issued by the Convention, other than thoscr

given to members and officers; Provic^ed,,

Said warrants are ofF(;red by the personS'-

to whom they were issued and for their in-
dividual tax or taxes.

Be itfurther ordained, etc. , That theWarrai?^
Clerk issue in favor of the Auditor erf'

PubUc Accounts and Treasurer of tiifi-

State, warrants for the sum of five huca-
dred dollars to each, as a compensation fer-

tile extra labor imposed upon them by iho»

ordinances of the Convention.

Who moved to suspend the rules to place>

it upon its passage.

Adopted.

Mr. Harper moved to amend by striking;

out the words "city of New Orleans, Or-
leans, right bank, and parish of JeEersou^
and inserting the words "of this State,"

Lost.

The question recurring upon the cardi-

nance as proposed by Mr. Cooley, it "wrS'-

adopted.

By Mr. Blackburn:

Resolved, That the Sheriffs of the vaiiocB;

parishes of the State, the parish of Orleans;

excepted, shall be and are hereby authorized,
to redeem the warrants of their respectire-

delegates; which warrants shall be receivG^.
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from said Slieriflfs at the State Treasury at

j)ar, as so much Convention tax paid. This
provision to take ell'ect from and after the
adjournment of this Convention.

Lies over.

By Mr. Thos. IsabeUe:

Resohed, That from and after the 18th
day of February, 1868, the members of
this Convention shall not receive anj per
diem.

Mr. Moses moved to laj on the table.

Adopted—ayes 31, nays 27—as follows:

Yeas: Baker, Blackburn, Crane, Crom-
well, Cuney, Donato, U. Dupart, Francois,
Gardiner, Harris, Hempstead, Jones, Lan-
ders, Lange, Leroy, J. B. Lewis, Ilichard
Lewis, Martin, Morris, Moses, Murrel,
Oliver, Pierce, Pollard, Reagan, Riggs,
Roberts, Rodriguez, Schwab, Valfroit,

"Williams, Wilson—34.

Nays: Autoine, Belden, Bertonneau,
Blandin, Bonnefoi, Brown, Cooley, Craw-
ford, Bearing, Douglas, Esnard, Harper,
R. H. IsabeUe, Thos. Isabelle, Jackson,
Kelso, Lynch, Meadows, McMillen, Myers,
Packard, Pinchback, Riard, Tinchaut,
Twitchell, Underwood, Wajjles—27.

Mr. Reagan called up his resolution of

February 12, as follows:

Resolved, That it shall be the duty
at the time of adjournment of this Con-
vention of the Warrant Clerk and Sec-
retary to prepare a list of the warrants
issued by the Convention, to whom issued,

and the amount of such, which list shall

be signed by the Warrant Clerk and Sec-
retary and furnished by them to the Treas-
ui-er of the State.

And moved to adopt.

Adopted.

Mr. Bertonneau moved that the Conven-

tion adjourn nide die on Thursday, Febru-

ary 20, 1868.

Laid on the table.

Mr. Cooley called up the subject of the

memorial of the Constitutional Conven-

tion of Georgia, and moved to adopt

Ms resolution in reference thereto, as follows

:

Resolved, That this Convention indorses
the action of the Georgia Convention in

\

presenting a memorial to Congress asking :

for a loan of thirty millions by the General
i

Governmv nt to the peoj^le of the Southern
States; and that it also jjrays Congress to

pass an act granting the rehef asked in the
Georgia memorial.

Mr. Tinchant moved to postpone in-

definitely.

Pending which the Convention adjourned
till to-morrow at 10 a. m,

A true coi^y:

WM. VIGERS, Secretary,

SIXTY-SEVENTH DAY.
New Oeleans, Tuesday, Feb. 18, 1868.

The Convention met piu'suant to adjourn-

ment, and was called to order by the Presi-

dent at 10 A. M.

The roU was called and the following

members answered to their names:

J. G. Taliaferro, President; Messrs. Ba-
ker, Bertonneau, Blackburn, Blandin,
Bonnefoi, Brown, Butler, Cooley, Crane,
CromweU, Cuney, Dearing, Demarest, De-
passeau, P. G. Deslonde, Donato, Douglas,
U. Dupart, Esnard, Francois, Ferguson,
Gardiner, Guichard, Harris, Hempstead,
Hiestand, Ingrabam, T. IsabeUe, Jones,
Kelso, Landers, Lange, Leroy, J. B.
Lewis, R. Lewis, Marie, Massicot, Mea-
dows, Morris, Moses, Myers, Packard,
Pierce, Poindexter, Pollard, Reagan,
Reese, Riard, Riggs, Rodriguez, Schwab,
Snaer, Thibaut, Tinchant, TwitcheU, Un-
derwood, Valfroit, WickUffe, Williams,
Wilson—61 members present.

Prayer by the Rev. Josiah Fisk.

The minutes were read and adopted.

OKIGINAIi KESOLUTIONS.

By ]Mr. Marie :

Whereas, It is essential to the com-
merce of the State of Louisiana, and, in
the interest of the freedmen, the poor and
needy of the country parishes, that a stand-
ard of weights and measures be established
by law in said parishes; be it

Resolved, That it shaU be the duty of
the Legislature, under this Constitution,

to enact a law to the effect that every
parish Judge shaU procure at the exjjense

of the State a set of weights and measures
and a stamp, to serve as a general standard
of weights and measui'es, according to law,

and forbidding any person to buy or sell

any commodity whatever, by weight and
measures, which do not correspond with
the standard established by law, under
penalty of fine and seizure of all deficient

weights and measui'es, said fines to be re-

covered before any court of competent
jurisdiction, for the benefit of the iu-

former.

Lies over.

By Mr. Deslonde:

Resolved, That, as it is necessary to the

]5roper transaction of business by this body
that tranquility shaU prevail,, it; is ordered
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by tlie Convention that all workmen shall

be removed from the hall.

Laid on the table.

The Gas Light Company presented a

bill fbr $100 31, which was referred to the

Committee on Contingeat Expenses.

IMi". Underwood called xip his resolution

lying over from February 12, as follows:

Resolved, That the New Orleans Repub-
lican and Teibune be paid at the usual
rates for the copies of their resjiective pa-
pers ordered by and furnished to this Con-
vention, and that the Warrant Clerk be
authorized to draw a warrant in their favor
for the amount due them.

And moved to adopt.

Mr. Lange moved to strike out the word
"Teibune."

Laid on the table.

Mr. Hempstead moved to lay the resolu-

tion on the table.

Lost.

The resolution was adopted—ayes 46,

nays 22—as follows:

Yeas: Baker, Belden, Bertonneau, Black-
burn, Bonnefoi, Butler, Crane, Cromwell,
Demarest, Donato, Douglas, G. Duparte,
U. Dupart, Duplesfds, Esnard, Guichard,
Harris, Hempstead, Ingi'aham, Jones,
Landers, Lange, Leroy, Richard Lewis,
Martin, Meadows, Morris, Moses, Murrel,
Myers, OUver, Packard, Pierce, Reagan,
Riard, Roberts, Rodriguez, Schwab, Snaer,
Thibaut, Tinchant, Twitchell, Underwood,
Valfroit, WickUffe, Williams—46.
Nays: Antoine, Blandin, Brown, Cooley,

Crawford, Cuney, Dearing, P. G. Deslonde,
Ferguson, Gardiner, Harper, Thos. Isa-

belle, Kelso, Massicot, McMillen, Pinch-
back, Poindexter, Pollard, Riggs, Smith,
Steele, Waples—22.

Mr. Hempstead moved to reconsider the

vote last taken.

Mr. Underwood moved to lay the resolu-

tion on the table.

Adopted.

Mr. Cooley moved to take the motion to

reconsider from the table.

Lost.

The Committee on Contingent Expenses

submitted the following report:

New Okleans, February 17, 1868.

To the President and Members of the Loaisiana State
Constitntional Convention

:

Gentlemen—Your Committee on Con-
tingent Expenses beg leave to report the
following stationery bills, ordered by and

for the committees and Secretary, amount-
ing to one hundred and fifty dollars and
ninety-live cents, ($150 95) from B. Bloom-
field.

We respectfully recommend that the said
bills be i^aid by the issue of warrants fofi

the same.
Very respectfully,

S. Belden,
Chairman pro tern, of the Contingent Ex-

penses Committee.

The report was received and the bill or*

dered to be j^aid.

The Committee on Style and Arrange-

ment, through Mr. WickKlfe, Chairman,
submitted the following report :

New Okleans, Febniary 14, 1868.

To the President and Members of tlie Constitutional
Convention

:

Gentlemen—Your "Committee on Styla
and Arrangements," to whom was referred
the Constitution for revision, amendments
and arrangements, resijectfully beg leava
to make the following report:

They have completed their labors, and
have forwarded the manuscript to tha
Oflicial Printer, in accordance with the reso-i

lutions of your honorable body, and
ordered two hundred copies printed.
They have aLso furnished the Printeu

with the following proposed alterations and
amendments, in accordance wdth resolu-
tions passed by this Convention to that
effect, and ordered one hundred copies
IH'inted.

1. The preamble prefixed to the Consti-
tution, the Convention having failed to
adopt a preaml)le.

2. An alteration in the verbiage of tho
article 11th of "Bill of Rights."

3. A few verbal alterations and amend-
ments to article 13th of " Bill of Rights."

4. The changing of the term "General
Assembly" to "Legislatiu'e" tliroughout tha
Constitution, as being more consistent with
modern usage, and to make the Constitu-
tion consistent in this respect vrith the laws
of the State already in use, and retained by
this Constitution.

5. An amendment to article 98, providing
for eight district courts in Ncav Orleans and
the jurisdiction of the same.

6. Under the head of the "Judiciary'*
the following article, providing for the ju-
dicial districts of the State, is respectfully
submitted as being essential

:

Aet. —. Until otherwise pro^^ded by tho
Legislature, the State shall be divided into
the following judicial districts :

First—The city and parish of New Or-
leans, and the parishes of Jefierson and St«
Charles shall compose the First District,
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Second—Tlie j^arislies of St. Bernard and
Plaquemines sliali compose the Second Dis-
trict.

Third—The i-)arishes of St. John the
Baptist, St. James and Assumption shall

compose the Third District.

Fourth—The parishes of Lafourche and
Terrebonne shall compose the Fourth Dis-
trict.

Fifth—The parishes of Ascension and
Livingston shall compose the Fifth Dis-
trict.

Sixth—The parishes of East and West
Baton Rouge shall compose the Sixth Dis-
trict.

Seventh—The parishes of East Feliciana
and St. Helena shall eomxjose the Seventh
District.

Eighth—The parishes of Washington
and St. Tammany shall compose the Eighth
District.

Ninth—The parishes of West Feliciana
and Pointe Coupee shall comjjose the Ninth
District.

Tenth—The parishes of Iberville, St.

Martin and Lafayette shall compose the
Tenth Districi

.

Eleventh—The parishes of St. Mary and
T'ermiUion shall compose the Eleventh Dis-
trict.

Twelfth—The parishes of Calcasieu and
,St. Landry shall compose the Twelfth Dis-
trict.

Thirteenth— The parishes of Rapides,
Avoyelles and Sal)ine shall compose the
Thirteenth District.

Fourteenth — The parishes of Natchi-
toches, Catahoula and Union shall compose
the Fourteenth District.

Fifteenth-— TJie parishes of Concordia
and Tensas shall comjaose the Fifteenth
District.

Sixteenth— The parishes of Caldwell,

Pranklin and Madison shall compose the
Sixteenth District.

Seventeenth—The parishes of Carroll

and Morehouse shall compose the Seven-
teenth District.

Eighteenth—The parishes of Union,
Ouachita and Jackson shall compose the
Eighteenth District.

Nineteenth—The parishes of Claiborne,

Bossier and Bienville shall compose the
Nineteenth District.

Twentieth—The parishes of Caddo and
DeSoto shall compose the Twentieth Dis-

trict.

7. Under the head of "General Pro-
"visions" your committee respectfully pre-

aent the following additional articles;

ABTTOiiB — . All uncultivated lands in

this State, owned by individuals, succes-

siojis, companies, or corporations, consist-

ing of over one hundred acres, shall be

taxed for all over that quantity, equally
with like qualities of land in their neigh-
borhood under cultivation.

Akt. — . All lands sold in pursuance of de-
crees of courts shall be divided into tracts

of from ten to fifty acres. No individual,
company, or cor^joration shall be allowed
to purchase more than one hundred and
fifty acres at any such sale.

Akt. — . All contracts made and entered
into under the pretended authority of any
governments heretofore existing in this

State, by which children were bound out
without the knowledge and consent of their
parents, are hereby declared null and void;
nor shall any child be bound out to any
one for any term of years, while either of
its parents live, except in cases of children
legally sent to the House of Correction.

Akt. — . No j^erson shall ever hold any
office of profit or trust under this State,

either by election or aijpoiutments; and
every one holding such office shall be re-

moved, who has fought a duel, sent or ac-

cepted a challenge, or in any way aided or
abetted in bringing about a diiel since the
adoption of this Constitution. The General
Assembly shall provide by ^tringent laws
for the detection and punishment of aU
parties, and for the suppression of dueling.

Art. — . There shall be appointed by the
Governor, by and with the advice and
consent of the Senate, a Board of
Health for the State at large, consisting of

seven members. They shall hold their

office for two years, subject to removal for
incompetency or neglect of duty, and re-

ceive such salaries as shaU be provided by
law.

Art. — . Said Board of Health shall have
power to regulate all matters that pertain
to the general health throughout the State;

and shall have exclusive control of the
quarantine regulations.

They shall also regulate and control the
subjects of drainage, the removal of oft'al

and fihh, the location of slaughter-houses,
stocks, yards, soap and candle factories,

and all manufactories of unhealthy or dan-
gerous substances, and alldumping grounds,
in the parishes of Orleans, Jefferson, and
St. Bernard; Provided, That all stock-yards
and slaughter-houses, the refused offal of
which is thrown into the Mississippi river,

shall be located below the Hmits of the city

of New Orleans, and all dumping groun<k
shall be located not less than four miles
above the present waterworks in the
city of New Orleans, or below the city

limits.

8. The following article, as a substitute

for the ' first article, under title of the
"Militia:"

Substitute— The Legislature shall pro-
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vide for voluuteer militia organizations, to

be composed only of able bodied registered

citizens, between tlie ages of eighteen and
forty-five. The Legislature shall allow no
distinjction of race or color in any militia

organization.

9. A few verbal changes in article 97, of

"General Provisions," and reducing their

residence in the parish to twenty days.

10. The following article is respectfully

offered as a substitute for article 98, "Gen-
eral Provisions:"

Substitute.—No person shall vote or hold

any office of trust or profit under this State,

either by election or appointment, who
shall have been convicted of treason, or any
crime punishable by imprisonment at hard
labor for over six mouths, or who is ren-

dered incapable of holding office by the
third section of the fourteenth constitu-

tional amendment, j)assed Juno 13, 1866,

and who has been excluded from the privi-

lege of voting in this State by virtue of the

fifth and sixth sections of the Reconstruc-
tion Act of Congress, entitled ' 'An act to

provide for the more efficient governments
of the rebel States," passed March 2, 1867,

and also by virtue of the first section of the

Supplementarv Act of Congress to said

bill, passed March 23, 1867; Promded, That
the General Assembly of this State may,
by a two-thirds vote of both Houses, remove
such disability in regard to the right of

franchise, in individual cases where return-

ing loyalty to the general government is

satisfactorily sho>^Ti.

11. The following pro-sdso to be added to

article 97: ''Provided, Tiiat no soldier,

sailor or marine in the mihtary or naval
.service of the United States, shall hereafter

acquire a residence in this State by reason
of being stationed or doing duty in the
"Same."

All of v.'hich is respectfully submitted.
G. M. WiCKLIFFE,

Chairman of Committee on Style and Ar-
rangements.

I respectfidly submit the folio-wing addi-
tional suggestions. Rufus WapijES.

Art. 86. After the word "Judge," in-

sert "who shall have practiced law' at

least one year in this State, next pre-

ceding his entering upon his official du-
ties."

In all cases where the words '
' elected by

the qualified electors," or equivalent ex-

pressions, occur in relation to judicial

office, it is recommended tha.t they be
stricken out and the phrase, "appointed
by the Governor by and with the advice
and consent of the Senate," inserted in

lieu thereof.

Abt. 98. Add to those disfranchised,

"also aU persons who served in the Con-

federate army, as generals of any grade."
Akt. 128. Strike out the article, and

insert

:

Sec. 1. It shall be the duty of the Leg-
islature to ijrovide by the ei^tablishment of
alms-houses, or otherwise, for the main-
tenance of all resident paujjers in this

State, and at least one-half the proceeds of
the i^oll-tax shall be appropriated for this

purpose.
Sec. 2. The Legislature shall provide

for the payment into the Ti-easury, of the
fees of every officer who sliall have a sur-

plus in any year, after retaining oiit of the
fees, the sum of seven thousand dollars,

and defraying his clerical and other office

expenses, to be regulated by law. All
money thus paid into the Treasury, shall bo
added to the charity fund.

Mr. Waples asked that the following

statement of objections to the report be

si)read upon the minutes

:

New Okleans, February 18, 1868.

Mr. President .ind other Mejnhors of the Convention:

I have just read the report of the Chair-
man of the Committee on Style and Ar-
rangement for the first time. While I ap-
prove of some of the sections, I totally dis-

approve of others. The chairman sug-
gested, in the committee, that he thoiight
the judicial districts of the State should be
rearranged, but I neither saw nor heard the
plan here presented. I did n ssent to the first,

second, third, fourth and fifth siTggestions.

The other suggestions, from the sixth to
the eleventh, inclusive, were not recom-
mended by me, and most of them meet
^ith my decided disapproval.

I made the suggestions printed under my
name, but not as "additional" to the others
in si;ch a sense as to imply approval of all

the foregoing.

In justice to the chairman of the com-
mittee, I wiU add tliat he did nearly all the
w^ork in the committee, and that the other
members, including myself, were not ill

constant attendance, althoiigh I gave much.
attention to the work before us, and at-

tended every day, though not throughout
the sessions of each day.

I make these explanations, lest the re-

port should be considered the unanimous
conclusion of the committee. The report
was never submitted to me.

Rl-FTJS WAPIiES.

Mr. McMillen asked that the following

statement of his objections to the report be
spread upon the minutes:

The undersigned, a member of your
Special Committoe on Style and Arrange-
ments, begs leave to state that the report

just made and signed by the chairman, of
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paid committee, was not submitted to him
for approval and ;signature, and that he de-

sires to enter his protest against the report,

as a document emenating from the special

committee appointed by authority of this

Convention. W. L. McMillen.

Mr. Wicklijafe moved to receive and take

sap the report seriatim.

Mr. Pinchback moved to lay on the table.

Adoi)ted.

Mr. Crane moved to recommit the Con-

stitution as adopted to the Committee on

Style and Ai'rangement with instructions to

leport the articles and provisions of the

Constitution as adopted, and their recom-

mendations separately.

Mr. Meadows moved to table.

Lost.

Mr. Bertonneau moved to amend by add-

ing: "Provided that the printing of the

Constitution, as passed by the Convention,

J)e attended to by the Committee on Print-

ing, and any amendments thereto be insert-

ed in the margixa opposite the article pro-

posed to be amended."

The amendment Avas adopted.

The motion as amended prevailed.

Mr. Wickhife moved that the Committee
on Style and Arrangement be discharged
and a new committee be appointed on Style
and Arrangement.

The motion was lost.

The following statement was read and

ordered to be spread upon the minutes:

We, the undersigned, members of the
Committee on Style and Arrangement, state

that we never have had the report, signed

Jjy the chairman of the committee, sub-
mitted to us at all; that Vv'e never saw it till

laid on our desks this morning, in a printed
iorm.

^
RuFus Waples,
p. G. Deslonde,
W. L. McMillen,
S. Belden,
L. S. EODKIGUEZ.

robiuary 18, 1868.

It was solely the fault of said members
of the committee who did not discharge
their duties as they should have done.

G. M. WlCKLIFFE.

Mr. Crane ofiered the following as an

article of the Constitution

:

Aet. — . Should from any cause a fail-

ure occur to elect the officers authorized in

a preceding article in the schedule to this

Constitution on the same day of the elec-

sliould the Constitution be ratified piirsuant
to the provisions of the Congressional acts
of reconstruction, then, and in the event
of the happening of the aforesaid condi-
tional events, the elector for offices under
this Constitution, shall be ordered and held
pursuant to articles 149 and 150 of the ma-
jority report of the Committee on Draft
of the Constitution.

Mr. Pinchback moved to adopt the pre-

amble of the majority report.

Mr. Rodriguez was excused from service

on Committee on Style and Arrangement,

and Mr. Thos. IsabeUe appointed in his

place.

Mr. Waples moved to amend the motion

of Mr. Pinchback by striking out all after

the word "preamble," and inserting the

preamble as reported by Mr. WickUffe.

Mr. Pinchback moved to lay the motion

of Mr. Waples on the table.

Lost—ayes 19, nays 29—as follows:

Yeas: Antoine, Blandin, Bonnefoi, Coo-
ley, Crawford, Bearing, Francois, Hai-per,

Isabelle T., Massicot, McLeran, McMillen,
Pinchback, Reagan, Riard, Smith, Snaer,
Steele, Wilson—19 yeas.

Nays: Bertonneau, Bonseigneur, Crane,
Cromwell, Demarest, Deslonde P. G., Do-
nato, Duparte G., Dupart U., Esnard, Gui-
chard, Harris, Hempstead, Isabelle R. H.,
Jackson, Landers, Lange, Meadows, Mor-
ris, Moses, Murrel, Newsham, Oliver,

Pierce, Pollard, Riggs, Rodriguez, Waples,
Williams—29 nays.

Mr. Smith moved to amend the amend-

ment of Mr. Waples by striking out all after

the word "and," fourth line, and insert-

ing "resuming again its suspended repre-

sentation under the Constitution of the

United States, do make and ordain the

following Constitution."

Pending the discussion of which, on mo-

tion of Mr. Bertonneau, the Convention

adjourned till to-morrow at 10 a. m., Mr.

Waples being entitled to the floor.

A true coj)y:

WM. VIGERS, Secretary.

SIXTY-EIGHTH DAY.
New Orleans, Wednesday, Feb. 19, 1868.

The Convention met pursuant to ad-

jom-nment, and was called to order by the

President at 10 a. m.

The roU was called and the following

tiou on the question of its ratification; and
J
delegates answered to their names:



JOUENAL OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION. 231

J. G. Taliaferro, Prosident; Messrs.

Bekleii, Berfcouneaii, Blackburn, Blaudin,
Bouuefoi, Brown, Barrel, Butler, Cooley,
Crane, Cromwell, Cuuey, Bearing Depas-
seaii, P. G-. Desloude, Donato, Douglas,

G. Du'parte, U. Dupart, Dui^lessis, Esnard,
Francois, Fuller, Ferguson, Gardiner, Har-
ris, Harrison, Ingi-aham, R. H. IsabeUe,

T. Isabella, Jackson, Jones, Kelso, Lan-
ders, Lange, Leroy, R. Lewis, Marie, Mar-
tin, Massicot, Meadows, Morris, Moses,
Mushaway, Myers, Oliver, Pierce, Pinch-
back, Poindexter, PoUard, Reagan, Reese,
Riard, Riggs, Roberts, Rodriguez, Snaer,
Steele, Thibaut, Twitcliell, Underwood,
Valfroit, WajDles, Williams, "Wilson—66
members present.

Prayer by the Rev. Josiali Fisk.

The minutes were read and adopted.

OKIGINAIi EESOIjITTIONS.

Mr. Underwood moved that upon a mo-
tion to adjourn the roll shall be called, and
any member not answering to his name
shall forfeit his per diem.

Lost.

Mr. Pinchback was called to the chair.

Mr. Valfroit moved that when this Con-

vention do adjourn it shall adjourn subject

to the call of the President, but not sine

die.

Lies over.

The Committee on Contingent Expenses

submitted the following report :

New Orleans, February 19, 18t38.

To tho President and Members of tlie Conveutiou :

Gentlemen— Your Committee on Con-
tingent Expenses to whom the Gas Com-
pany bill of one hundred dollars and
thirty-one cents was referred, resjjectfuUy
reports favorably and desire a warrant for
the above amount to be drav\^l for the pay-
ment. J. B. ESXAKD,
Chairman j)'>'o tern, of the Contingent Ex-

jienses Committee,

Which was received and the bill ordered

to be paid.

Mr. Blackburn called up his resolution

lying over from February 17, as foUows

:

_
Resolved, That the Sherififs of the va •

rioixs parishes of the State, the parish of
Orleans excepted, shall be and are hereljy
authorized to redeem the warrants of their
respective delegates, which warrants shall
be received from said Sheriffs at the State
Treasury at par, as so much Convention
tax i)aid. This provision to take effect

from and after the adjournment of this
Convention.

Mr. Bertonneau moved to postpone in- -

definitely.

Lost.

Mr. Cooley moved to amend by adding

the words "or tax collectors," aftter the

word "Sheriffs," wherever it occurs.

Accepted.

Mr. Blandin moved to amend by adding

:

Provided, That no delegate wiU receive

any pay but in the parish in which they
were elected, to date from the day of the
adjournment of this Convention.

Laid on the table.

The resolution as amended, and reading'

as foUows, was adopted

:

Resolved, That the Sheriffs or tax coUec-
tors of the various parishes of the State,

the parish of Orleans excepted, shall,

be and are hereby authorized to re-

deem the warrants of their respective
delegates; which warrants shaU be received
from said Sheriffs or tax collectors at the
State Treasury at par-, as so much Conven-
tion tax paid. This provision to take effect

from and after the adjournment of this-

Convention.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS.

The consideration of the aiuendment of

Mr. Smith to Mr. Waples' amendment, to

the motion of Mr. Pinchback, was resumed,

Mr. Waples having the floor.

Mr. Meadows moved to lay the amend-
ment of Mr. Smith on the table.

Adoi^ted.

The question recurring upon Mr. Wa-
IDles' amendment.

It was lost—ayes 10, nays 51—as foUows:

Yeas : Bertonneau, Bonnefoi, Burrel,
Crane, Cromwell, Depasseau, Duparte G.,
Riggs, Rodriguez, Waples—10 yeas.

Nays: Antoine, Baker, Belden, Black-
burn, Brown, Cooley, Crawford, Cuney,
Bearing, Beslonde P. G. , Bonato, Bouglas,
Bujjart U., Buplessis, Francois, Ferguson,
Gardiner, Guichard, Harris, Hempstead, In-
graham, Isabelle T., Jones, Lange, Leroy,
Le-\\is R., Marie, Massicot, Meadows, Mc-
Millen, Morris, Moses, Murrel, Myers,
Newsham, Oliver, Pinchback, Poindexter,
Pollard, Reagan, Riiird, Roberts, Smith,
Thibaut, Twitchell, Underwood, Valfroit,

Vidal, Wickliffe, Williams, Wilson—51 nays.

The question recurred upon the motion

of Mr Pinchback to adopt the preamble

of the majority report, which was adopted,

reading as follows :
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PREAMBLE.

We, the people of Louisiana, in order

ita establish justice, insure domestic tran-

'<iuility, promote the general welfare and
wicau-e the blessings of liberty to ourselves

aad our posterity, do ordain and establish

ikis Constitution.

Mr. McMillen moved that the Constitu-

tion as adopted in detail be adopted as a

whole, and upon this, called for the pre-

-«n.ous question.

The jsrevious question Avas not ordered.

Mr. McMiUen moved that the Secretary

sxsyF proceed to read the Constitution as

adopted, as enrolled by the Enrolling Clerk,

ttat delegates may compare with it the

g>riQ.ted copy furnished by the Committee

aia Printing.

Adopted.

The Convention adjourned until to-mor-

.srow at 10 o'clock a. m.

--A true copy :

WM. VIGEES, Secretary.

SIXTY-NINTH DAY.
IfETV Orleans, Thursday, Feb. 20, 1868.

Ihe Convention met pursuant to adjoiu-n-

:sa8.ent, and "was called to order by the Presi-

oiient at 10 o'clock a. m.

-The roll was called, and the following

sieinbers answered to their names:

J. G. Tahaferro, President; Messrs. An-
^oine. Baker, Blackburn, Blandin, Bonne-
Ifdi, Brov/n, Burrel, Butler, Cooky, Crane,
Crawford, Cromwell, Cuuey, Dearing, De-
p£«seau, P. G. Deslonde, Douato, G. Du-
yarte, Francois, Fuller, Ferguson, Harris,

Jffarrison, Ingraham, R. H. Isabelle, Thos.
Usabelle, Kelso, Landers, Lange, Leroy,
IL Levds, Marie, Martin, Meadows, Mc-
JLcran, Morris, Moses, Murrel, Mushaway,
JXIyers, Newsham, Oliver, Packard, Pierce,

.S*oiiidexter, Pollard, Eeagan, Eeese, Eiard,

n&iggs, Rodriguez, Steele, Tlubaut, Tvrit-

-<^keK, Underwood, Valfroit, Wickliflfe,

"'•Williams, Wilson—60 members present.

Prayer by the Eev. Stubbs.

'The minutes were read and adopted.

The rules were suspended to take up the

TjBiSEished business, which was the con-

'id.jleration of the Constitution as it was

iiiopted, article by article.

Mr. Eeagan moved that v/e now proceed

4« a-dopt, title by title, the Constitution as

ji^^orted by the Committee on Printing.

Mr. Pinchback moved:

That we take up the Constitution as re •

ported by the Committee on Style and Ar-
rangement and compare it, article by arti-

cle, with the report of the Committee on
Printing, and adopt the articles of either

report as we may deem best, making the

report of the Committee on Style and Ar-
rangement the basis as to arrangement of

the Constitution.

Mr. Crawford moved as an amendment:

That a special committee of five be
appointed by the President to revise the

style and arrangement of the Constitution,

and that they have a correct copy printed
as adopted and the proposed changes set

forth sj)ecifically.

Which was adopted.

The Chair appointed as the Committee

on Style and Arrangement of the Constitu-

tion, Messrs. Oooley, Wajples, Crawford,

McMillen, Crane and Pinchback.

On motion of Mr. Wickhffe the previous

Committee on Style and Arrangements was

discharged.

On motion of Mr. Hempstead the Presi-

dent was added to the Committee.

The Convention adjourned till Saturday

at 12 M.

A true copy :

WM. VIGEES, Secretary.

SEVENTIETH DAY.

New Orleans, Saturday, Feb. 22, 1868.

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn-

ment, and was called to order by the

President.

The roU was called and the following

members answered to their names:

J. G. Taliaferro, President; Messrs. An-
toine. Baker, Bonnefoi, Brown, Burrel,

Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Cromwell, Cuney,
Dearing, Deslonde P. G., Donate, Doug-
lass, Dupart U., Duplessis, Francois, Fid-

ler, Gould, Harper, Isabelle E. H., Isa-

belle Thos., Jones, Landers, Lange, Leroy,
Marie, Meadows, Moses, Myers, Oliver,

Packard, Pierce, Poindexter, Pollard,

Eiard, Eodriguez, Steele, Thibaut, Twit-

cheU, Waples, Wlckhflfe, WilHams, Wil-

son^-45 members present.

No qiiorum being present, the Conven-

tion adjourned tiU Monday, at 10 o'clock

A. M.

A true copy :

WM. VIGEES, Secretary.
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SEVENTY-FIRST DAY.

New Orleans, Monday, Feb. 24, 1868.

The Convention met pursuant to ad-

jom'nment, and -vvaa called to order by the

President.

The roll was called and the following

delegates answered to their names

:

J. G. Taliaferro, President; Messrs. An-
toine. Baker, Belden, Bertonneau, Black-

burn, Blandin, Bonseigneur, Bonueloi,

Bro'iATi, Burrel, Cooley, Crane, Crawford,

Cromwell, Cuney, Dearing, Demarest, De-
passeau, P. G. Deslonde, Donato, Doug-
las, G. Duparte, U. Dupart, Duplessis,

Esnard, Francois, Fuller, Gardiner, Gui-
chard. Harper, Harris, Harrison, Hemp-
stead, Ingraham, R. H. Isabelle, Thos.

Isabelle, Jones, Landers, Lange, Leroy,

K. Lewis, Marie, Martin, Meadows, Mc-
Leran, Morris, Moses, Murrel, Mushaway,
Myers, Newsham, Oliver, Packard, Pierce,

Pinchback, Poindexter, Pollard, Eeese,

Kiard, Roberts, Rodriguez, Smith, Snaer,

Steele, Thibaut, Twitchell, Underwood,
Valfroit, Vandergi-iff, Vidal, Wayles, Wick-
lifife, WiUiams, Wilson—75 members pres-

ent.

The minutes were read and adopted.

ORIGINAL RESOLTTTIONS.

By Mr. Harris:

Resolved, That the committee of seven
to be appointed by this Convention, in ac-

cordance with the ordinance adopted Feb-
ruary 13, 1868, be empowered to enforce
the collection of the tax levied by this Con-
vention by its ordinance passed December
24, 1867, and those supi^lementarj^ thereto;

to call this Convention together if deemed
necessary, and to jjerform such other duties

as may be necessary to carry out the will of

this Convention, not inconsistent with any
ordinance or resolution heretofore passed
by this Convention.

Lies over.

By Mr. Blackburn:

"Whereas, The loyal people of Louisiana,
in accordance with the enactments of a

loyal Federal Congress, have elected dele-

gates to a Constitutional Convention, for

the piu'pose, as directed by the said Con-
gressional enactments, to frame a Constitu
tion and form a civil government loyal to

the Union; and
Whereas, The said Constitutional Con-

vention is now about through with its work,
and will soon submit its Constitution for

ratification or rejection, with its plan of a
civil State government loyal to the Union;
therefore, be it

liesolved by the Constitutional Convention

of Louisiana as aforesaid, That a respectful

but solemn protest is hereby entered, in
the name of a do-mi-trodden and oppressed
people, against the enactment, by military

order or otherwise, of any appropriation
acts of a Legislature known to have been
hostile to a loyal reconstruction of the Gov-
ernment; a Legislature which boldly and
defiantly prox">osed to appropriate thousands
upon thousands of doUars to test the Con-
stitutionaliry of the acts of Congress undei'

the authority of which this Convention was
convoked and convened; and more espe-

cially is a protest hereby most respectfully,

but none the less earnestly, entered against

the forced collection of any taxes "in
greenbacks" founded upon said treasona-

\)\e so-called State legislation for the pur-
pose of paying the salaries of civil officers

in our midst, known to be hostile to the
objects and purjjoses for which this Con-
vention was called into x'O'^er by the legal

law-making power of a loyal nation.

Resolved, That a copy of this, signed
officially by the President of the Conven-
tion, a,nd duly attested by the Secretary
thereof, be forwarded to the President of

the Senate of the United States, to the
Si^eaker of the House of Rei^resentatives,

and to Gen. Grant.

Lies over.

By Mr. Harper:

Resolved, That the Official Printer be
authorized to print two hundred (200)
copies of the resolution offered by
Mr. Blackburn, and adopted Februa-
ry 19th, 1868, authorizing tax collec-

tors to redeem the warrants of their resj^ec-

tive parishes, and that these copies be for-

warded by the Secretaiy of the Conven-
tion to the State Auditor for distribution to

the tax collectors for their information and
guidance.

Lies over.

By Mr. R. L Cromwell :

Motion—That from and after this day, no
person that is not a member shall be
allowed within the bar during the sessions

of this Convention.

Laid on the table.

By Mr. R. H. Isabelle:

Whereas, This Convention has adopted
a resolution instructing the Warrant Clerk
to make warrants in small sums to suit the
demands of delegates and employees of

this Convention, which has increased the
labors of the Warrant Clerk to such an ex-

tent as to compel him to ask for assistance;

and.

Whereas, Lucian Lamaniere did volun-
teer his services as assistant to facilitate the
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issue of -warrants for several days T^ast;

therefore, be it

Resolved, That a compensation of one
hundred and fifty dollars be paid said L.

Lamaniere for volunteer services rendered
as Assistant Warrant Clerk. Lies over.

Mr. CromweU moved to take up the

memorial of the Convention of the State

of Georgia.

Laid on the table.

The Convention took a recess until 1

p. M., after which the Convention re-

assembled and, a quorum being present,

the Sj)ecial Committee to revise the Con-

stitution, through Mr. Cooley, Chairman,

submitted the following report

:

To the Constitutional Convention of the State of
Louisiana

:

The Committee api^ointed by this Con-
vention, by resolution of date the 20th of

this month, to prepare a copy of the Con-
stitution, as adopted in detail by the Con-
vention, and to suggest such amendments
as they may deem necessary, now report as

follows:

They have examined with gi-eat care the

various articles passed by the Convention,

and now present to the Convention the

whole, exactly as adopted. Under the

authority conferred upon them by the reso-

lution of the Convention, they have pro-

posed various corrections and amend-
ments to the articles as passed. Some of

these corrections and amendments only

change the style, others the iiuuctuation and
some the substance of the various articles.

It will be seen that these corrections and
amendments are printed separately from
the article to which they refer. Thus giv-

ing the delegates an opportunity of reading

the original article, and opposite to each

the proposed amendments or corrections.

Some slight mistakes have been made by
the printer, to which the special attention

of the Convention is called.

To the 10th article, the committee pro-

posed the correction of striking out, in the

second line, the word "an." The i^rinter

made the correction without any correction,

so that the text herein presented is akeady
corrected.

To article 22, the committee proposed
striking out certain words to make the arti-

cle read as printed under numboi- 22 of the
corrections, and the printer confounded
the proposed coi-rections, in detail, but
printed the article so that it reads exactly

as the committee desired it should.

Article 87, the proposed corrections

were made by the printer, in the text, with-

out authority.

Article 99 — Proposed corrections. It

is printed "nine seventy" and should be
"ninety-seven."

Article 133—In the 19th hne of proposed
correction, the word "32d" should read
"28."

Article 140—Proposed corrections. The
words "in the 3d line" should be added
after the word "whatever," and chang-
ing the punctuation, so that the full stop
shall be after the word "line."

W. H. CooiiEY, Chairman,
Jas. G. Tamatebeo,
P. B. S. PiNCHBACK,
T. S. Ceawfokd,
RuFTJs Waples,
W. E. Ckane.

The committee recommended the follow-

ing alterations, as signed by them respect-

ively :

Article 10—To strike out, in the 2d Hne,
the word "an."

Article 11—As a substitute we recommend
the following:

No law shall be passed fixing the price of
manual labor. R. Waples,

W. R. Ckane,
P. B. S. PiNCHBACK.

Article 13—As a substitute we recommend
the following:

All persons shall enjoy equal rights and
privileges upon any conveyance of a public
character; and all places of business, or of

public resort, for which a lisence is re-

quired, by either State, parish or municipal
authority, shall be deemed places of a pub-
lic character, and shall be opened to the
accommodation and patronage of all per-

sons, without distinction or discrimination

on account of race or color.

W. R. Crane,
P. B. S. PiNCHBACK.

We object both to the original article and
the sustitute and recommend that neither

be inserted.

. W. H. Cooley,
T. S. Crawfobd.

Article 20—To strike out, 4th line, the
words "whole number of," and insert the
words "total population."
Recommended by the

Committee.
And to insert, 8th line, before the word

"district," the words "parish or election."

Recommended by the
Committee.

To insert, 6th line, in place of the figures

"1870" the words "eighteen hundred and
seventy-five.

"

Recommended by the
Committee.

And add to the article the words, "but
untU the State census of the year eighteen
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hundred, and seventy-five, the apportion-

ment of the State shall be made on the basis

of the census of the United States for the

year eighteen hundred and seventy."

Eecommended by the
CoJISnTTEE.

The article will then read as follows

:

Akt. 20. Representation in the House of

Representatives shall be equal and uniform;

and after the first General Assembly elect-

ed under this Constitution, shall be ascer-

tained and regulated by the total popula-

tion ; each parish in the State being entitled

to at least one representative. A census of

the State by State authority shall be taken

in the year eighteen hundred and seventy-

five, and every ten years thereafter. In
case of informality, omission or error, in

the census returns from any parish or elec-

tion district, the General Assembly may
order a new census taken in such parish or

election district; but until the State census

of eighteen hundred and seventy-five, the

ai^portionment of the State shall be made
on the basis of the census of the United
States for the year eighteen hundred and
seventy.

Recommended by the
Committee.

Art. 22. To strike out all in the 1st to

the 4th lines, and insert, ' 'until an appor-
tionment shall be made in accordance with
the provisions of article twenty, the rej)-

resentation in the Senate and House of

Representatives shall be as follows.'"

To strike out all from the word "and,"
1st line, to the word "twenty," 3d line.

To strike out, 5th line, the words "and
to be elected as follows."

Recommended by the
Committee.

To strike out, 16th line, the word
"Eleventh," and to insert the words "Or-
leans right bank."
Recommended by the

Committee.

To strike out, 12th line, the words "the
Fifth District of New Orleans," and insert
"Orleans right bank."
Recommended by the

COMSITTTEE.

We recommend to strike out the entire
article and insert article twenty, majority
report, as follows:

Article 22—Until an apportionment shall

be made, and elections held under the same,
in accordance with the first Numeration to

be made as directed in article twenty, the
representation in the Senate and House of
Representatives shall be as follows

:

For the parish of Orleans:

First Representative District two
Second " " two
Third " " four

Fourth " " one
Fifth " " two
Sixth " " ...: one
Seventh " " two
Eighth " " one
Ninth " " one
Tenth " " thi-ee

Orleans Eight Bank one
Ascension two
Assumption two
Avoyelles two
Baton Rouge, East three

Baton Rouge, West one
Bienville one
Bossier two
Caddo three
Calcasieu one
Caldwell one
CarroU two
Catahoula one
Claiborne two
Concordia two
DeSoto two
Feliciana, East two
Feliciana, West one
Franklin one
Iberville two
Jackson one
Jefferson four
Lafayette one
Lafoiirche two
Livingston one
Madison one
Morehouse one
Natchitoches two
Ouachita two
Plaquemine one
Point Coupee two
Rapides three
Sabine one
St. Bernard - one
St. Charles one
St. Helena one
St. James two
St. John Baptist one
St. Landry four
St. Martin two
St. Mary two
St. Tammany one
Tensas - two
Terrebonne two
Union one
Vermillion one
Washington one
Winn one

Total ninety-eight
And the State shall be divided into the

following Senatorial districts, to wit:

The First, Second and Third Representa-
tive Districts of New Orleans shall form one



236 JOUKNAL OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION.

Senatorial District, and elect three Sen-
ators.

The Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Representa-
tive Districts of New Orleans shall form
one District, and elect two Senators.

The Seventh, Eighth and Ninth Repre-
sentative Districts of New Orleans and the
parish of St. Bernard shall form one Dis-
trict, and elect two Senators.
The Tenth Representative District of

New Orleans shall form a District, and elect

one Senator.
Orleans, right bank, and the parish of

Plaquemines shall form one District and
elect one Senator.
The parishes of Jefferson, St. Charles

and St. John the Baptist shall form one
District, and elect two Senators.
The parishes of Ascension and St. James

shall form one District, and elect one Sen-
ator,

The parishes of Assumption, Lafourche
and Terrebonne shall form one District,

and elect two Senators.

The parishes of Vermillion and St. Mary-
shall form one District, and elect one
Senator.
The parishes of Calcasieu, Lafayette

and St. Landry shall form one District,

and elect two Senators.

The parishes of Livingston, St. Helena,
"Washington and St. Tammany shall form
one District, and elect one Senator.
The parishes of Point Coupee, East

Feliciaua and West Feliciana shall form
one District, and elect two Senators.
The, parish of East Baton Rouge shall

form one District, and elect one Senator.
The parishes of West Baton Rouge,

Iberville and St. Martin shall form one
District, and elect two Senators.

The parishes of Concordia and Avoyelles
shall form one District, and elect one
Senator.
The parishes of Tensas and Franklin

shall form one District, and elect one Sena-
tor.

The parishes of Carroll, Madison and
Morehouse shall form one District, and
elect two Senators.

The parishes of Ouachita and Caldwell
shall form one District, and elect one Sena-
tor.

The parishes of Jackson and Union shall

form one District, and elect one Senator.

The parishes of Bossier, Bienville and
Claiborne shall form one District, and elect

two Senators.

The parish of Caddo shall form one Dis-
trict, and elect one Senator.

The jjarishes of DeSoto, Natchitoches and
Sabine shall form one District, and elect two
•Senators.

The parish of Rapides shall form one Dis-
trict, and elect one Senator.
The parishes of Catahoula and Winn

shall form one District, and elect one Sen-
ator.

Thirty six Senators in all.

J. G. Tamapekro,
W. H. CoOIiEY,
P. B. S. PiNCHBACK,
T. S. Ceawfokd.

Article 2.5—I recommend to strike out
the article altogether. W. R. Ceane.

Article 26—I recommend to strike out
the entire article. W. R. Ckane.

Article 27—To add at the close of the
article the words "except as hereinafter
provided."
Recommended by the

Committee.
Article 29—To strike out, 3d line, the

word "is," and insert the words "shall be."
Recommended by the

Committee.
Article 30—To strike out, 2d line, the

word "whole."
Recommended by the

Committee.
It will then read " When a District shall

have elected two or more Senators, their
respective terms of office shall be deter-
mined by lot between themselves."
To insert, 5th line, between the words

" Reijresentatives, " and "of," the word
" those."

It will then read as follows :
" To be

vacated at the expiration of the term of the
first House of Representatives, those of the
second class," etc.

Recommended by the
Committee.

Article 36- To strike out, 2d line, the
word " own."
Recommended by the

Committee.
" Article 39—To strike out, 7th line, the
words "General Assembly," and insert

the words "House of Representatives."
Recommended by the

Committee.
And strike out aU after the word "but,"

11th line, and insert the words "the first

General Assembly that shall convene after

the adoption of this Constitution, may con-
tinue in session for one hundred and
twenty days."
Recommended by the

Committee.
Article 40— Strike out, 2d line, the word

"and" and insert the word "or."

Recommended by the
Committee.

Article 41—To strike out, 6th line, the
words ' 'except to such offices as may be
filled by an election by the people."
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Recommended by the
Committee.

strike out, 2d line, tlieArticle 42—To
word "over."
Kecommended by the

Committee.
To strike out, 3d line, the words "in case

of urgency."
Recommended by the

Committee.
Article 43—To strike out, 3d line, the

word "new."
Recommended by the

COMMrTTEE.
Article 45—To strike out, 1st line, the

words "The Senate shall vote," and insert,

3d line, after the word "Senate," the words
"the vote shall be taken."
Recommended I y the

CoMinTTEE.
Art. 49. To insert, 2d line, after the

words "United States," the words "thirty-

five years of age," and after the word
"State," 3d line, the words "five years,

next preceding his election," instead of the
words "two years."

W. H. C001.EY,
T. S. Ckaweord,
W. R. Crane,
RuFus Waples.

I recommend to insert as an additional
article the following:
Art. —. The Lieutenant Governor shall

receive a salary of three thousand dollars

per annum, payable quarterly upon his
own warrant.

P. B. S. PlNCHBACK.
Article 66—To substitute, 8th line, "like-

wise be," for "behkewise."
Recommended by the

Committee.
Articie 75—To strike out the words, 7th

line, "appointed by the Governor, with
the advice and consent of the Senate," and
insert the words "elected by the qualified

Yotera of the State."

W. R. Crane.
To strike out, 10th Hne, the words " five

years, the last three thereof, next preced-
ing their appointment," and insert the
words "ten years next preceding their
appointment." W. H. CooiiEY,

T. S. Crawford.
W. R. Crane.

Article 77—To strike out, 3d line, the
word "aU."
Recommended by the

Committee.
Article 83—We recommend to strike out

all from the 1st to the 6th lines to the word
"for," and insert the following:

' 'The Legislature shaU divide the State
into judicial districts, which shall remain
unchanged for six years, and be subject to I

reorganization every sixth year. For each
District Court one Judge, learned in the
law, shall be appointed by the Governor,
with the advice and consent of the Senate."

T. S. Crawford,
W. H. COOLEY,
P. B. S. PiNCHBACK,
R. WAPIiES,
J. G. Tamafeero.

Article 83—If the article is retained we
recommend to strike out, 3d and 4th lines,

the words " and for their respective" and
insert the words " for each ;

"

And insert after the word "electors,"
4th line, the word "thereof ;

"

And strike out all in the 5 th and 6th
lines to the word " for."

Recommended by the
Comsiittee.

To strike out, 11th line, all after the
word "Orleans " to the end, and insert the
following :

"With the following original jurisdic-
tion ; the first, exclusive criminal jurisdic-
tion ; the second, exclusive probate juris-

diction ; the third, exclusive jurisdiction
of appeals from justice of the jjeace ; the
fourth, fifth, sixth and seventh District
Courts, exclusive jurisdiction in all civil

cases, except probate, when the sum in
contest is above one hundred doUars,
exclusive of interest. These seven coiu'ts

shall also have such fm-ther jurisdiction,

not inconsistent herewith, as shall be con-
ferred by law."
Recommended by the

Committee.
To strike out, 16th and 17th lines, the

word "districts," and insert the word
" parishes."

Recommended by the
Committee.

Article 85—To strike out aU in the 3d
j

line, from the word "they," to the word
"interest," Gtli line, inclusive;

And strike out the word "not probate,"
2d line.

Article 86—To strike out, 2d and 3d
lines, the word "they," and insert the
word "he;"
And to strike out, in the 2d line, tho

word "their," and insert the word "his;"
And to strike out, 6th line, the word

"now," and insert in the 7th hne the word
"district" before "clerk;"
And to strike out, 2d line, the word

"ofiices," and insert the word "office."

Recommended by the
Committee.

To insert after the word "Judge," 1st

Hne, the words "who shall have practiced
law in this State at least one year previous
to his appointment. " R. Waples,

W. H. COOLET.
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Concurring in the previous verbal
amendments, we propose these additional

substantive amendments:
To strike out, 1st line, the words "elected

by the qTialifled electors of the parish," and
insert the words "appointed by the Gov-
ernor with the advice and consent of the
Senate;"
To strike out, 3d line, the Avord "two,"

and insert the word "four;"
To add to the 7th line "and of this

State." W. H. Cooler,
T. S. Ceawpokd,
P. B. S. PiNCHBACK,
R. Waples,
J. G. Taliafereo.

Article 87—Strike out, 9th line, from the
word "in" to the word "matters," 13th
line inclusive, and insert in Heu thereof the
following

:

"All successions shall be opened and
settled in the parish courts; and all suits

in which a succession is either plaintiff or

defendant, may be brought either in the
parish or district court, according to the
amount involved;"
And add the letter "s" to the word

"power," 17th line; and add the letter "s"
to the word "magistrate," 17th line;

And strike out word "a" before "magis-
trate " in 17th line.

Recommended by the
Committee.

Article 89—To strike out, 7th line, the
word "twenty-five," and insert the word
"ten."
Recommended by the

Committee.
Article 90—To strike out, 4th line, the

words "judges of the courts," and insert

the words "a judge of his court."

Recommended by the
Committee.

Article 93—To strike out, 6th line, the
words "exclusive control," and insert the

word "charge."
Recommended by the

Committee.
Article 95—To insert, 6th line, the word

"associate before the word "Judge."
Recommended by the

Committee.
Article 96—To strike out, 3d line, the

word "under" and insert the word "in."

Recommended by the
Committee.

Article 97—To strike out, 5th and 6th

lines, the words "except those disfranchised

by this Constitution."
"W. H. CoOIiEY,

W. E. Crank.

^ To strike out, 2d and 3d lines, the words
"subject to the jurisdiction thereof.

W. H. COOLEY.

Article 98—To strilie out, 5th line, all

after the y/oi*d "interdiction," to the end
of the article.

W. R. Crane,
W. H. CoOLEY,
J. G. Taliaferro.

To insert, 24:tli line, after the word "re-
bellion," the words, "also all who served in
the Confederate army, above the rank of
colonel." R. Waples.
To strike out, 14th line, the word "cir-

cuit" between the Avords " Supreme" and
"district."

Tecommended by the
Comshttee.

To strike out, 21st line, the word "or,"
and insert the word "and."
Recommended by the

Committee.
If the principle of disfranchisement is

adopted by the Convention, I propose to
strike out, 17th line, the words "and dis-
trict;"

And in 20th line to strike out the words
"ai^iDroved or encouraged the secession,"
and insert the words ' 'aided or assisted in
any manner the passage of the ordinance of
secession;"

And to add, 25th line, the words "pro-
vided that nothing contained in this article

shall be construed to disfranchise any per-
son who accepted the benefits of any of the
amnesty proclamations issued by Abraham
Lincoln, President of the United States."

W. H. CoOLEY,
W. R. Crane,
R. Waples,
J. G. TAIilAFERRO.

Mr. Pinchback concurs in the last amend-
ment proposed.

Article 99 — To strike out the entire arti-

cle and insert article nine-seventy, majority
report, as follows:

Art. — . Members of the General As-
sembly, and all other officers, before
they enter upon the duties of their

offices, shall take the following oath
or affirmation :

" I (A B) do solemnly swear
(or affirm) that I will support the Constitu-

tion and laws of the United States and the
Constitution and laws of this State, and that

I will faithfully and impartially discharge
and perform all the duties incumbent on
me as , according to the best of

my ability and understanding. So help me
God."
Recommended by the

Committee.
Article 103—To strike out all after the

word "law," 4th line.

Recommended by the
Committee.

Article 108—To strike out, 2d line, tho
word "written."
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Hecommended by the
Committee.

To strike out, 3d line, the Avords "and
conducted," and insert before the word
"isromulgated," the word "and."
Kecommended by the

Committee.
Article 108—To add to the article, the

words "and no law shall require judicial

process to be issued in any other than the

English language."
Bacommended by the

CoM^riTTEE.
Article 109—To strike out the entire

article.

Becommended by the
Committee.

Article 110—To strike out, 4th line, the
word ' 'ijreviously.

"

Becommended by the
COMJIITTEE.

Article 111—To strike out, 7tli line, after

the word "irrepealable, " the word "ixnless,"

and insert the word "until."

To strike out the letter "s"in "contains,"
8th Hue.
Becommended by the

Committee.
Article 114—To strike out the words

"passed by the General Assembly."
And to strike out, 2d line, the words ' 'shall

embrace but one object and that shall be
expressed by the title," and insert the words
"shall express its object or objects in its

title." so that the article shall read "Every
law shall express its object or objects in its

title."

Becommended by the
Committee.

Article 118—To strike out all from the
word "and," 9th line, to the word "sales,"

11th line, inclusive.

Becommended by the
Committee.

To strike out, 13th line, all after the word
"purposes," and insert the following: "But
no ijroperty shall be taxed more than two
per cent. j)er annum, upon its assessed
value, and no jdoU tax shall exceed one dol-
lar and fifty cents per annum."
Becommended by the

Committee.
Article 119—To strike out the entire

article.

Becommended by the
Committee.

Article 124—To strike out the entire
article, and insert the following: "No tacit

mortgages, except those now in existence,
shall ever be enforced or recognized in this

State." B. Waples,
P. B. S. PiNCHBACK,
W. H. COOLEY,
J. G. Tamatebro.

Article 124—If the above substitute is not
adopted, we recommend to insert, 2d line,

the words "dotal and," before the word
"paraphernal," and to strike out, 3d line,

the words "and for the registration of the
same," and to stike out, 3d line, the words
"or pivilege," and to strike out, 6th line,

the words "and privileges," and to add,
8th line, the word "five," and to strike out,

10th line, the words "and privileges."

B. Waples,
W. H. CoOLEY,
J. G. Taliafeebo,
P. B. S. PlNCHB.VCK.

To add, 2d line, the words "dotal and,"
before "iiaraphernal. " I favor the article

entire as thus amended. "W. B. Crane,
Apt. 125. To add to the article, the

words "residing in the State."

Becommended by the
COM>nTTEE.

Art. 126. To strike out the entire arti-

cIg.

W. B. Ceane.
Abt. 128. To substitute for the entire

article, the following:
' 'It shall be the duty of the General As-

sembly to provide for the support of all

paupers residing within the State."

B. Waples.
Aet. 128. To strike out the entire arti-

cle. W. H. CoOLEY,
J. G. Taliaeeeko,
W. B. Ceane,
P. B. S. PiNCHBACK,

Art. 129. To strike out the entire arti-

cle. W. H. CoOLEY,
W. B. Ceane.

Ai'ticle 130—To strike out, 1st line, the
words "still unexecuted.

"

B. Waples,
P. B. S. PiNCHBACK,
J. G. Taliafeeeo.

To stiike out the entire article.

W. H. CoOLEY,
W^. B. Ceane.

Article 132—^To strike out the words
"Baton Bouge," and insert the words
"New Orleans."

B. Waples,
J. G. Taliaeekro,
W. B. Ceane.

We recommend to strike out title VII, and
article 133.

J. G. Taliafekro,
B. Waples,
W. B. Ceane,
W. H. CoOLEY,
P. B. S. PiNCHBACK.

The committee recommend as article —

,

under the title of General Provisions, the
following:
"No judicial powers shall be exercised by

clerks of courts,"
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Article 133—If the article is adopted, we
recommend to strike out, 10th Hne, the

"words "the same report upon," and 10th
line, the words, "in progress;" it will then
read, "he shall communicate to the General
Assembly, through the Governor, annually,

his views concerning the condition of the
public works, recommend such measures
as in his opinion the public interest of the
State may require, and shall perform, etc.

,

etc."

And in the 20th line to strike out the
word "their" and insert the word "inter-

nal;"

And substitute the word "improvements"
for the word "improvement;"
And insert, after it the words ' 'in their re-

spective districts."

It will then read, "to tax themselves for

internal improvements in their respective

districts;"

And to strike out, 22d line, the word
"have;"
And to strike out, 28th and 29th lines,

the words "the general laws of the State,"

and insert the words "the general system
of internal improvements adopted by the

State;"
And to strike out, 32d line, the words "or

otherwise."
Recommended by the

CoMiHTTEE.
Article 134—To strike out the entire

article, and insert article one hundred and
thirty-six of the majority report, as follows:

'
' It shall be the duty of the General

Assembly to make jjrovision for the educa-
tion of all the youths in the State between
the ages of six and eighteen years, without
prejudice or partiality to any one."

W. H. COOLEY,
T. S. Crawford.

If the article stands as adopted to strike

out, 3d line, the word " their " and insert

the word " its."

Recommended by the
Committee.

Article 134—To strike out, Ist and 2d
lines, the words *

' at least one free public
school in every parish," and insert the
words "a system of free public schools
throughout the State.

"

W. H. COOLET,
P. B. S. PrNCHBACK,
T. S. Crawford.

To Bttike out, 9th line, before the word
"race," the word "exclusive," and insert

after the word "established" the word "ex-
clusively."

Recommended by the
COMMTTTEE.

Article 135—To strike out the entire arti-

cle. W. H. COOLEY,
T. S. Crawford.

Article 136—To strike out the entire arti-

cle. W. H. COOLEY,
T. S. Crawford.

If the article is adopted, we projiose to
strike out, 1st and 2d lines, the words
"elected by the quahfied voters of this

State," and insert the Avords "ai:)pointed by
the Governor." W. H. Coolet,

R. Waples,
T. S. Crawford.

To strike out all after the word "law,"
4th line.

Recommended by the
Committee.

Article 137—To strike out the entire arti-

cle. W. H. Cooley,
W. R. Crane.

Article 138—^To strike out the entire arti-

cle, and substitute article 137, of the ma-
jority report, as follows:

Art. 137.—The j^roceeds of all lands
heretofore granted by the United States for
the use and sui^iJort of public schools, and
of all lands or other property which may
hereafter be bequeathed for that purpose,
and of all lands which may be granted or
bequeathed to the State and not granted or
bequeathed expressly for any other purpose,
which may hereafter be disposed of by the
State, and the proceeds of all estates of de-
ceased persons to which the State may be
entitled by law, shall be held by the State
as a loan and shall be and remain a per-
petual fund on which the State shall pay an
annual interest of six per cent. , which in-

terest, with the interest of the trust fund
deposited with this State by the United
States, under the act of Congress approved
June 23, 1836, and the rent of unsold lands,

shall be appropriated to the support of

such schools, and this ajipropiation shall re-

main inviolable.

Recommended by the
Committee.

Article 139—To strike out the entire arti-

cle, as its substantial provisions are aU ex-

pressed in article one hundred and thirty-

seven, majority report, as previously recom-
mended by the Committee.
Recommended by the

Committee.
Article 140—To strike out all after the

word "whatever."
Recommended by the

Committee,
Article 141—To strike out the entire

article.

Recommended by the
Committee.

Articles 144 and 145—To strike out the
entire articles. W. R. Crane.

Article 145—To strike out all after the
word " as," 4th line, and insert the words
"oflBcers and privates, as is received by-
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officers and privates in the United States

army."
Recommended, by the

Committee.
Article 146—To strike out, 3d line, the

words' "two-third!i," and insert the -words

"a majority." W. R. Ub-us-e.

To insert, 5th line, the word "respec-

tive," between the words "their" and
"journals."
Recommended by the

Committee.
Article 148—To strike out 10th, 11th,

23d, 24th, 25th, 26th and 27th Hues.

W. H. COOLEY.
Articles 152, 153, 154, 155, 156, 157, 158,

159 and 160—To strike out the entire arti-

cles, and insert articles 149 and 150, majori-

ty report, as follows

:

Abt. —. After the Constitution shall

have been ratified, the President of the

Convention, or, in case of his death or ab-

sence, the Chief Justice of the State, shall

immediately give notice of the ratification

thereof, and order an election of all elective

oflScers under this Constitution, to take

place within thirty days thereafter. Imme-
diately after the ratification of this Consti-

tution, the President of the Convention
shall appoint one registrar in each parish,

except the parish of Orleans, and one in

each district of the parish of Orleans, who
shall, each in his parish or district, appoint
commissioners to hold the first election

under this Constitution.

Akt. — . The election thus ordered shall

be held at the place now prescribed by law,

and shall continue two days; the place for

voting to be kept open from sun-ri^e to sun-
set each day. Returns shall be made in

duplicate, sworn to by the commissioners
holding the election, and forwarded within
three days thereafter to the registrar of the

parLsh oc district. The registrar shall im-
mediately forward one copy of said returns
to the President of the Convention, or in

case of his death, to the Chief Justice of

the State, who shall within days after

the last day of the said election make proc-
lamation of the result thereof. All officers

thus elected shall enter upon the discharge
of their respective duties on the Monday
next succeeding the day upon which the
proclamation heretofore provided for shall

be made, and continue in office until their
successors shall be inducted into office.

W. H. COOLEY,
W. R. Crane.

Article 152—To strike out, 1st line, the
words "or rejection."

Recommended by the
Committee.

Article 153—To strike out, 4th hne, all

after the word "ratification," to the word

"at," Gth Hue, and insert the following:

"For members of the General Assembly,

members of Congress, and for State officers

to fill the offices created by this Constitu-

tion in the articles under the title of Execu-
tive Department." R. Waples.

Article 158—To strike out all after the

word "1860," in sixth line.

R. Waples,
W. R. Crane,
W. H. COOLEY.

To strike out, 2d line, the words "Baton
Rouge" and insert the Avords "New Or-

leans." W. Crane,
R. Waples.

The Convention proceeded to take up the

Constitution from the printed report of the

special committee.

The i)reamble, reading as follows, was

adopted:
PREAMBLE.

We, the people of Louisiana, in order to

establish justice, insure domestic tran-

quility, i^romote the general welfare and
secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves

and our posterity, do ordain and establish

this Contitution.

Article 1, as follows, was adopted:

constitution—title I—BILL OF RIGHTS.

Article 1.—All men are created free and
equal, and have certain inalienable rights;

among these are life, liberty and the piu*-

suit of happiness. To secure these rights,

governments are instituted among men,
deriAing their just jjowers from the consent

of the governed.

! Mr. Cromwell moved to amend article 2

by inserting, 3d line, after the word State,

the following :

[

Except those who are prohibited from
holding office by the third section of

I

fourteenth (trtide of the amendment to

1 the Cnnstittition (if the United States and
those excluded from voting by the acts of

Congress, passed March 2, 1867, entitled
'

' An act to provide for the more efficient

government of the rebel States," and the

acts supplementary thereto, the citizens of

this State owe allegiance to the United
States ; and this allegiance is paramount to

that which they owe to the State. They
shall enjoy the same civil, political, and
public rights and privileges, and be subject

to the same pains and penalties.

Laid on the table.

Mr. Wickliffe moved to amend by insert-

ing, 2d line, after the words "United

States," the words "and subject to the

jimsdiction thereof."
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Adopted.

The article, as amended, reading as fol-

lows, was adopted:

ApvT. 2. All persons, without regard to

race, color or previous condition, born or

naturalized in the United States and subject

to the jurisdiction thereof, and residents of

this State for one year, are citizens of this

.State. The citizens of this State owe allegi-

ance to the United States, and this allegi-

^ance is paramount to that which they owe
to the State. They shall enjoy the same
'Civil, political and public rights and privi-

leges, and be subject to the same pains and
penalties.

Articles 3, 4, 5 and 6 were adopted as

follows

:

Art. 3. There shall be neither slavery nor
involuntary servitude in this State, other-

"Vi'ise than for tlio punishment of crime,

whereof the party shall have been duly con-
victed.

Art. 4. The press shall be free ; every
citizen may freely speak, write and jjublish

Ms sentiments on all subjects, being re-

,s2>onsible for the abuse of this liberty.

Art. 5. The ri.fi;ht of the people peacea-
l)lv to assemble and i^etition the Govern-
ment, or any department thereof, shall

never be abridged.

Abt. 6, Prosecutions shall be by indict-

ment or information. The accused shall

1)6 entitled to a speedy j)ublic trial by an
impartial jury of the parish in which the

•offense was committed, unless the venue be
changed. He shall not be compelled to

give evidence against himself; he shall have
the right of being heard by himself or

counsel; he shall have the right of meeting
the witnesses face to face, and shall have
compulsory process for obtaining witnesses

in his favor. He shall not be tried twice
for the same offense.

Article 7 was adopted:

Art. 7. All persons shall be bailable by
sufficient securities, unless for capital of-

fenses where the proof is evident, or the

presumi^tion great, or unless after convic-

tion, for any crime or offense punishable
with death or imprisonment at hard labor.

'The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus

shall not be suspended.

Mr. Wickliffe moved to amend article 8

hj adding:

Nor shall any person be arrested or im-
prisoned for debt in this State.

Mr. Cooley moved to amend the amend-

jatntby adding:

Except in cases where fraud is charged

9^ sworn tOj or the debtor is about ab-

sconding from the State for the purpose of
defrauding his creditor or creditors.

Mr. Bertonneau moved to lay both the

amendments on the table.

Adopted.

Mr. Rodriguez was called to the chair.

Articles 8, 9 and 10 were adopted as fol-

lows:

Art. 8. Excessive bail shall not be re-

quired; excessive fines shall not be imposed;
nor cruel, or unusual punishments inflicted.

Art. 9. The right of the people to be
secure in their i)ersons, houses, papers and
effects, against unreasonable searches and
seizures, shall not be violated; and no war-
rant shall issue but iipon probable cause,

supported by oath or affirmation, and par-
ticularly describing the place to be searched,
or the i^erson or things to be seized.

Art. 10. All courts shall be open; and
every person for injury done him in his

land, goods, person or reputation, shall

have adequate remedy by due process of
law and justice administered without de-
nial or unreasonable delay.

Mr. Wickliffe moved to lay on the table

article 11 and the substitute proposed.

Lost.

Mr. Blackburn moved to amend the sub-

stitute of Messrs. "Waples, Crane and Pinch-

back, by adding:

Nor shall the Legislature have power to

fix the price of legal advertising in this

State.

Laid on the table.

The substitute was adopted in lieu of the

original, as follows:

Art. 11. No law shall be passed fixing

the price of manual labor.

Article 12 was adopted as follows:

Art. 12. Every person has the natural

right to worship God according to the dic-

tates of his conscience. No religious test

shall be required as a qualification for office.

The substitute, recommended by Messrs.

Crane and Pinchback, was adopted as

article 13, in place of the original article,

reading as follows

:

Art. 13. All persons shall enjoy equal

rights and privileges upon any conveyance
of a public character; and all places of busi-

ness, or of public resort, or for which a li-

cense is required by either State, parish or
municipal authority, shall be deemed places

of a public character, and shall be opened to

the accommodation and patronage of all

persons, Avithout distinction or discrimina-

tion on account of race or color.
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Mr. Cooley moved to amend article 14 by

adding:

Provided, Nothing contained in article

13 shall be construed to give greater rights

to any persons, of whatever race or color,

than are now possessed by persons of the

white race.

Laid on the table.

Mr. Cooley recorded his vote.

I vote against laying on the table the
proviso oflfered by me to article 1-4, Bill of

Eights. W. H. CooiiEY.

Article 14, as follows, was adopted:

Akt. 14. The rights enumerated in this

title shall not be construed to Hmit or
abridge other rights of the people not here-
in expressed.

Mr. Wickliffe moved to amend article 15

by striking out the words "Genei*al Assem-

bly," and inserting the word "Legislature."

Lost.

Articles 16, 17, 18 and 19 were adojjted

as follows :

Art. 16. The members of the House
of Representatives shaU continue in offiae

for two years from the day of the closing of

the general elections.

Akt. 17. Representatives shall be chosen
on the first Slonday in November, every
two years, and the election shall be com-
pleted in one day. The General Assembly
shall meet annually on the first Monday in

January, unless a difi'erent day be ap-

pointed by law ; and their sessions shall

be held at the seat of Government.

Art. 18. Every elector under this Con-
stitution, shall be eligible to a seat in the
House of Representatives ; and eve'y
elector who has reached the age <*f

twenty-five years, shall be ehgible to the
Senate ; Provided, That no person shall

be a Representative or Senator, unless at

the time of his election, he be a qualified
elector of the representative or senatorial
district from which he is elected.

Art. 19. Elections for members of the
General Assembly shall be held at the
several election precincts established by
law.

The substitute to article 20, proposed

by the committee, as follows, was adopted

in lieu of the original article.

Art. 20. Representation in the House
of Representatives shall be equal and uni-
form; and after the first General Assembly
elected under this Constitution, shall be
ascertained and regulated by the total

population; each parish in the State being
entitled to at least one Representative. A

census of the State by State authority shall
be taken in the year eighteen hundred and
seventy-five, and every ten years there
after. In case of informality, omission or
error, in the census returns from any parish
or election district, the General Assembly
may order a new census taken in such parish
or election district; but until the State
census of eighteen hundred and seventy-
five, the apportionment of the State shall
be made on tlie basis of the census of the
United States for the year eighteen hundred,
and seventy.

Article 21 was adopted, as follows :

Art. 21. The General Assembly, at the
first session after the making of each.
enumeration, shall apportion the repre-
sentation amongst the several parishes and
representative districts, on the basis of the
total population as aforesaid. A represen-
tative number shall be fix»d, and each
parish and representative district shall
have as many representatives as the num-
ber of its total population will entitle it

to have ; and an additional representative
for any fraction exceeding one-half of the
representative number. The number of
representatives shall never exceed one hun-
dred and twenty nor be less than ninety.

AU the amendments to article 22, as

proposed by the committee, were adopted,

and the article as amended, reading as fol-

lows, was adopted:

Art. 22. Until an apportionment shall be
made in accordance Avith the pi'ovisions
of article twenty, the representation in the
Senate and House of Representatives shall
be as follows:

For the jjarish of Orleans:

First ReiDresentative District two
Second " " three
Thml " " four
Fourth " " two
Fifth " " two
Sixth " " .one
Seventh " " two
Eighth " " one
Ninth " " two
Tenth " " three
Orleans right bank one
Ascension two
Assumption two
Avoyelles two
Baton Rouge, East thre©.
Baton Rouge, West one
Bienville one
Bossier two
Caddo three
Calcasieu one
CaldweU one
Carroll two
Catahoula

, , .on©
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Claiborne tvro

Concordia two
De Soto two
Eeliciana, Eas t two
Eeliciana, We.-.t one
Franklin one
Iberville. two
Jackson one
Jefferson four
Lafayette one
Lafourche two
Livingston one
Madison one
Morehouse one
Natchitoches two
Ouachita two
Plaquemines one
Point Coupee two
Kapides three
Sabine one
St. Bernard one
St. Charles one
St. Helena one
St. James two
St. John Baptist one
St. Landry four
St. Martin two
St. Mary two
St. Tammany one
Tensas two
Terrebonne ., two
Union one
Vermillion one
Washington. one
"Winn one

Total One hundred and one

And the State shall be divided into the
following senatorial dibtrii^ts, to wit:

The First, Second and Third Kepresenta-
tiye Districts of New Orleans shall form one
senatorial district, and elect three Sen-

j

ators. i

The Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Represonta-

1

tive districts, of New Orleans shall form
one district, and elect two Senators.

The Serenth, Eighth and Ninth R<?pre-

sentative Districts of New Orleans and the
parish of St. Bernard, shall form one dis-

trict, and elect two Senators.

The Tenth Representative District of New
Orleans shall form a district, and elect one
Senator.

Orleans right bank and the parish of
Plaquemines shall form one district, and
elect one Senator.
The parishes of Jefferson, vSt. Charles

and St. John Bsiptist shall form one dis-

trict, and elect two Senator.
The parishes of A-'cension and St. James

shall form one district, and elect one Sen-
ator.

The parishes of Assumption, Lafourche

and Terrebonne shall form one district,

and elect two Senators.
The parishes of Vermilhon and St. Mary

shall form one district, and elect one Sena-
tor.

The parishes of Calcasieu, Lafayette and
St. Landry shall form one district, and
elect two Senators.
The parishes of Livingston, St. Helena,

Washington and St. Tammany shall form
one district, and elect one Senator.
The parishes of Point Coupee, East

Feliciana and West Feliciana shall form
one district, and elect two Senators.
The parish of East Baton Rouge shall

form one district, and elect one Senator.
The parishes of West Baton Rouge, Iber-

ville and St. Martin shall form one district,

and elect two Senators.
The parishes of Concordia and Avoyelles

shaU form one district, and elect one Sen-
ator.

The parishes of Tensas and Franklin
shall form one district and elect one Sen-
ator.

The parishes of Carroll, Madison and
Merehouse shall form one district, and
elect two Senators.
The parishes of Ouachita and Caldwell

shall form one district, and elect one
Senator.
The parishes of Jackson and Union shaU

form one district, and elect one Senator.
The parishes of Bossier, Bienville and

Claiborne shaU form one district, and elect

two Senators.
The parish of Caddo shaU form one dis-

trict, and elect one Senator.
The parishes of DeSoto, Natchitoches and

Sabine shall form one district, and elect

two Senators.
The parish of Rapides shall form one dis-

trict, and elect one Senator.
The parishes of Catahoula and Winu

sl^.all form one district, and elect one Sen-
ator.

Thirty-sii Senators in aU.

Articles 23. 24 and 25, as follow, were

adopted:

Art. 23. The House of Representatives
shaU choose its Speaker and other officers.

Art. 24. Electors, in aU cases except
treason, felony or breach of the peace,

shaU be privileged from arrest during their

attendance on, going to and returning from
elections.

Aet. 25. At its first session under this

Constitution, the General Assembly shaU
provide by law that the names and resi-

dence of all qualified electors shaU be regis-

tered, in order to entitle them to vote, but
the registry shaU be free of cost to the
elector.
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Mr. Crane asked to record his vote no,

ui5on tlie adoption of article 25,

Mr. Wickliffe moved to strike out article

26.

Lost.

Article 26 was adopted, as follows

:

Art. 26. No persoa shall be entitled to

vote at any election lield in this State, ex-

cept in the parish of his residence and at

the election precinct in which he is regis-

tered; Provided, That no voter in remov-
ing from one parish to another, shall loose

the right to vote in the former until he has
acquired it in the latter.

The amendment proposed by the com-

mittee to article 27 was adopted, afid the

article, as amended, was adopted, as follows:

Abt. 27. The members of the Senate
shall be elected for the term of four years;

and when assembled, the Senate shall have
power to choose its own officers, except as

hereinafter provided.

Article 28, as foUows, was adopted:

Art. 28. The General Assembly shall

divide the State into senatorial districts

whenever it apportions representation in

the Eouse of Representatives.

Article 29, amended as proposed by the
committee, was adopted as follows:

Aet. 29. No parish shall be divided in
the formation of a senatorial district, the
parish of Orleans excepted ; and whenever
a new parish shall be created, it shall be
attached to the senatorial district from
which most of its territory is taken, or to

another continguous district, at the discre-

tion of the General Assembly; but shall not
be attached to more than one district. The
number of Senators shn-ll be thirty-six; and

j

they shall be apportioned among the sena-
torial districts according to the total popu-
lation of said districts.

Mr. Cromwell moved that when the Con-

vention adjourns it adjonm to meet on

Wednesday next at 10 A. m.

Adopted.

Article 30, amended as i^roposed, by
striking out the word "whole," 2d line,

was adopted, as foUows:

Art. 30. In all apportionments of the
Senate, the total population of the State
shall be divided by the number thirty-six,

and the result produced by this division
shall be the senatorial ratio entitling a sena-
torial district to a Senator.

Single or contiguous parishes shall be
formed into districts having a population
the nearest possible to the number entitling
a district to a Senator; and if the appor-

tionment to make a joarish or district fall

short of, or exceed the ratio, then a dis-

trict may be formed, having not more than
two Senators, but not otherwise. No new
apportionment shall ha\e the effect of
abridging the teim of service of any Sena-
tor already elected at the time of making
the apportionment. After an enumeration
has been made, as directed in the twentieth
article, the General Assembly shall not pass
any law till an apportioniu,?nt of representa-
tion in both Houses of the General Assem-
bly be made.

Mr. Packard moved to adopt the amend-
ments of the committee to article 31, ex-

cept the words "or more." The amend-

ments were so adoj^ted, and the article, as

amended, and reading as follows, was
adojDted:

Art. 31. At the first session of the Gen-
eral Assembly after this Constitution goes
into effect, the senators shall be divided
equally by lot into two classes; the
seats of the senators of the first class

to be vacated at the expiration of the
term of the first House of liepresentatives;
those of the second class, at the expiration
of the term of the second House of Repre-
sentatives; so that one-half shall be chosen
every two years successively. When a dis-

trict shall have elected two Senators, their
respective terms of office shaU be deter-
mined by lot bstween themselves.

The Convention took a recess until 7 p. m.

The Convention reassembled at 7 P. M.

The roll was called and the foUowdng

members answered to their names; and no
quorum being present, took a recess for half

an hour:

President J. G. Taliaferro; Messrs. Ber-
tonneau, Bonnefoi, Burrel, Cooley, Crane,
Crawford, Dearing, Deslonde P. G., Da-
plessis, Francois, Ferguson, Guichard, Har-
per, Harris, Hempstead, Ingraham, Isa-

belle T., Jones, Kelso, Landers, Lange,
Leroy, Lewis R., Meadows, McLeran,
Moses, Oliver, Packard, Pinchback, Poin-
dexter, Schwab, Thibaut, TwitcheU, Wick-
liffe, Wilson—36 members present.

At the expiration of the half hour the

President called the Convention to order.

The roll was called and the following mem-
bers answered to their names:

J. G. Taliaferro, President; Messrs. An-
toine, Bertonneau, Blackburn, Bonnefoi,
Burrel, Crane, Crawford, Dearing, P. G.
Deslonde, Franci is, Guichard, Harper,
Harris, HemiJstead, Ingraham, Thos. Isa.-
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belle, Kelso, Landers, Lange, Leroy, R.
Lewis, Meadows, McLeran, Moses, Murrel,
Newsham, Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Pinch-
back, Poindexter, Schwab, Tliibant, Twit-
cheU, Vidal, Waples, Wicklitfe, WiUiams,
Wilson—40 members present.

There being no quorum, the Convention

adjourned till Wednesday, at 10 a. m.

Mr. Hempstead asked to record his vote

no, on the adjournment, with the following

reasons:

As I wish to complete the work of this

Convention as soon as possible, I vote no
on the motion to adjourn.

A true copy:

WM. VIGERS, Secretary.

SEVENTY-SECOND DAY.
New Orleans, Wednesday, Feb. 26, 1868.

The Convention met pursuant to ad-

journment, and was called to order by the

President.

The roll was called, and the following

members answered to their names:

J. G. Taliaferro, President; Messrs. An-
toine. Baker, Bonnefoi, Brown, Burrel,

Butler, Cooley, Cromwell, Cuney, Dearing,
Depasseau, P. G. Deslonde, Donato, Doug-
las, U. Dupart, Duplessis, Ferguson, Gardi-
ner, Harris, Iiigraham, R. H. Isabelle,

*rhos. Isabelle, Jackson, Jones, Kelso,

Leroy, R. Lewis, Meadows, Moses, Murrel,
-Myers, Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Poindex-
ter, Pollard, Riard, Riggs, Rodriguez,
Schwab, Thibaut, Twitchell, Underwood,
Valfroit, Vidal, Wickliffe, WiUiams,
Wilson—49 members present.

The minutes were read and adopted.

originaij resolutions.

By Mr. Underwood:
Resolved, That the office of Assistant Sec-

Tetary be declared vacant, such vacancy to

date from February 1, 1868.

The rules were suspended and the reso-

lution was adopted.

Mr. Blackburn called up his resolution of

February 24, as follows:

Whereas, The loyal people of Louisiana,
in accordance with the enactments of a
loyal Federal Congress, have elected dele-

gates to a Constitutional Convention, for

the purpose, as directed by the said Con-
gressional enactments, to frame a Constitu-
tion and form a civil government loyal to

the Union; and
Whereas, The said Constitutional Con-

vention is now about through with its work,
and will soon submit its Constitution for

ratification or rejection, Avith its plan of a
civil State Government loyal to the Union;
therefore, be it

Resolved by the Constitutioi\al Convention

of Louisiana as aforesaid. That a respectful
but solemn protest is hereby entered, in
the name of a down-trodden and opi^ressed
people, against the enactment, by military
order or otherwise, of any appropriation
acts of a Legislature known to have been
hostile to a loyal reconstruction of the Gov-
ernment. A Legislature which boldly and
defiantly proposes to appropriate thousands
uj)on thousands of dollars to test the con-
stitutionality of the acts of Congress under
the authority of which this Convention was
convoked and convened ; and more espe-
cially is a protest hereby most respectfully,

but not the less earnestly, entered against
the forced collection of any taxes "in
greenbacks" from and upon said treasona-
ble so-caUed State Legislature for the pur-
pose of paying the salaries of civil officers

in our midst, known to be hostile to the
objects and purposes for which this Con-
vention was called into power by the legal
law-making power of a loyal nation.

Resolved, That a copy of this, signed
officially by the President of the Conven-
tion, and duly attested by the Secretary
thereof, be forwarded to the President of

the Senate of the United States, to the
Speaker of the House of Representatives
and to Gen. Grant.

And moved to adopt.

Laid on the table.

By Mr, Moses :

Resolved, That no member shall be al-

lowed to speak more than five minutes
upon any subject without the consent of

the whole Convention.

Adopted.

By Mr. S. R. Moses :

Resolved, That no members shall be al-

lowed any pe7- diem for his services in this

Convention who are not here to sign this

Constitution, excej)t they are sick in this

city.

And moved to adopt.

Laid on the table.

unfinished business.

The consideration of the Constitution

from the printed rejwrt of the special com-

mittee being in order, articles 32, 33, 34

and 35 were adopted, reading as follows:

Art. 32. The first election for Senators

shall be held at the same time with the

election for Representatives; and thereaf-

j

ter there shall be elections of Senators at

I the same time with each general election of
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Eepresentatives, to fill the places of those '

Senators whose term of office may have ex-

'

pired. i

Ab,t. 33. Not less than a majority of the
;

members of each House of the General As- i

sembly shall form a quorum to transact

;

business; but a smaller number may ad-

1

journ from day to day, and shall have full

'

power to compel the attendance of absent

members.

Akt. 34. Each House of the General As-

sembly shall judge of the qualifications,

election and return of its members; but a

contested election shall be detex-miued in

such manner as may be prescribed by law.

Art. 35. Each House of the General As-
sembly may determine the rules of its pro-

ceedings, punish a member for disorderly

conduct, and with a concurrence of two-

thirds, expel a member; but not a second
time for the same offense.

Article 36, amended by striking out the

word "own," 2d line, was adopted, reading

as follows:

Art. 36. Each House of the General As-
sembly shall keep and publish weekly, a

journal of its proceedings; and the ayes and
nays of the members on any question, at

the desire of any two of them, shall be en-

tered on the journal.

Articles 37 and 38 were adopted as fol-

lows :

Art. 37. Each House may punish by
imiirisonmeut, any person not a mem-
ber, for disrespect and disorderly be-

havior in its presence, or for obstruct-

ing any of its proceedings ; such imprison-
ment shall not exceed ten days for any one
offense.

Art. 38. Neither House shall adjourn
for more than three days, nor to any
other place than that in which it may
be sitting, during the sessions of the
General Assembly without the consent of

the other.

In article 39, 3d line, the words '
' Gen-

eral Assembly " were stricken out, and the

words "House of Representatives" were

inserted in lieu thereof.

The second amendment proposed by the

committee to strike out all after the word
"but," 11th line, and insert the words
*

' the first General AssemVily that shall

convene after the adoption of this Con-

stitution, may continue in session for

one hundred and twenty days," was
adopted—ayes 50, nays 22—as follows :

Yeas: Baker, Bertonneau, Blandin, Bon-
nefoi, Brown, Butler, Cooley, Crane, Craw-

ford, Cromwell, Cuney, Dearing, Demarest,
Depasseau, Deslonde P. G. , Douato, Doug-
las, Duparte G., Dupart U., Duplessis, Es-
nard, Francois, Ferguson, Gardiner, Harri-
son, Ingraham, Isubelle T., Kelso, Landers,
Leroy, Lewis, Martin, Morris, Moses,
Mushaway, Myers, Pierce, Pinchback, Poin-
dexter, Riard, Riggs, Rodriguez, Smith,
Snaer, Steele, Thibaut, Twitchell, Vander-
griff, Waples—49 yeas.

Nays: Blackburn, Burrel, Hairier, Hemp-
stead, Isabelle R. H., Jones, Lange, Marie,
Massicot, Meadows, Murrel, Newsiiam, Oli-

ver, Packard, Pollard, Reese, Schwab, Val-
froit, Vidal, Wicklitte, "NViUianis, Wilson

—

22 nays.

Article 39, as amended, was adopted,,

reading as follows:

Art. 39. The members of the General
Assembly shaU receive from the public
Tresisury a compens.jtion for their services,

v,'hich shall be eight dollars jjer day during
their attendance, going to and returning
from the sessions of their resp.-ctive Houses.
This compensation may be increased or
diminished by law, but no alteration shall

take eff'ect during the period of service o£
the memV)ers of the Iloase <>f Representa-
tives by which such alteration shall have
been made. No session shall extend beyond
the period of sixty days, to date from its

commencement; and any lr>gislative action,

had after the expiration of siiid period of
sixty days shall be null android; but the
first General Assembly that shidl convene
after the adoption of this Constitution, may
continue in session for one hundred and
twenty days.

Article 40, amended by striking out, 2d

line, "and," and inserting "or," was adopt-

ed as follows

:

Art. 40. The members of the General
Assembly, in all cases except treason, felony
or breach of the peace, shall be privileged

from arrest during their attendance at the
sessions of their respective houses, and
going to or returning from the same ; and
for any speech or debate in either House
shaU not be questioned in any otlier place.

Article 41, amended by striking out, Gtk

line, "except to such offices as may be

filled by an election by the people," was

adopted as follows:

Art. 41. No Senator or Representative
during the term for which he was elected^

nor for one year i hereafter, shall be ap-

pointed to any civil office of profit under
this State, which shall have been created,

or the emoluments of which may have been
increased during the time such Senator or
Representative was in office.
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Article 42, amended by strliing out the

word "over," 2d line, and the words "in

C-ise of urgency," 3d line, was adopted as

follows

:

Art. 42'. No bill shall have the force of a

law, until on three several days it be read

in each House of the General Assembly,
and free discussion allowed thereon; unless

four-fifths of the House where the bill is

pending, may deem it exi^edient to dis-

jjense with this rule.

Article 43, amended by striking out, 3d

line, the word "new," was adopted as fol-

lows:

Art. 43, All bills for raising revenue
shall originate in the House of Representa-
tives; but the Senate may prpjiose amend-
ments as in other bills; Provided, It shall

not introduce any matter under the color

of an amendment, which does not relate to

raising revenue.

Article 44, as follows, was adopted :

Art. 44. The General Assembly shall

regulate by whom, and in what manner,
writs of election shall be issued to fill the
vacancies which may occur in either branch
thereof.

Article 45, amended by striking out, 1st

line, the words "the Senate shaU vote"

and inserting, 3d line, after the word
"Senate," the words "the vote shall be

taken," was adopted, as follows :

Art 45. On the confirmation or rejec-

tion of the oflQcers to be appointed by the
Governor with the ad^dce and consent of

the Senate, the vote shall be taken by yeas
and nays ; tind the names of the Senators
voting for and against the appointments
respectively, shall be entered on the
journals to be kept for the puri)ose, and
made pubhc on or before the end of each
session.

Article 46, as follows, was adopted:

Art. 46. Returns of all elections for mem-
bers of the General Assembly shall be made
to the Secretary of State.

Article 47, amended by inserting "Gen-
eral Assembly," in place of "Legislature,"

was adopted, as follows:

Abt. 47. In the year in which a regiilar

election for a Senator of the United States
is to take place, the members of the General
Assembly shall meet in the Hall of the
House of Representatives on the second
Monday follo\>ing the meeting of the Gen-
eral Assembly and proceed to said election.

Title 2, of the Constitution as hereinbe-

fore amended, was adopted as a whole.

Article 48 was adopted, as follows:

TITLE in—EXECTJXrS'E DEPARTMENT.
Art. 48. The supreme executive power

of the State shall be vested in a Chief Magis-
trate, who shall be styled the Governor of

the State of Louisiana. He shall hold his

office during the term of four years, and
together with the Lieutenant Governor,
chosen for the same term, be elected as fol-

lows: The qualified electors for represent-

atives shall vote for Governor and Lieute-
nant Governor at the time and place of
voting for representatives; the returns of
every election shall be sealed up and trans-

mitted by the proper returning officer to the
Secretary of State, who shall deUver them
to the Speaker of the House of RejDresenta-

tives on the second day of the session

of the General Assembly then to be •

holden. The members of the General As-
sembly shall meet in the House of Repre-
sentatives to examine and count the votes.

The person having the greatest number of

votes for Governor shall be declared duly
elected; but in case of a tie vote between
two or more candidates, one of them shall

immediately be chosen Governor by joint

vote of the members of the General Assem-
bly. The person having the greatest num-
ber of votes polled for Lieutenant Gover-
nor shall be Lieutenant Governor; but in

case of a tie vote between two or more can-
didates, one of them shall be immediately
chosen Lieutenant Governor by joint vote
of the members of the General Assembly.

Mr. Oliver moved to lay the amendment
to article 49, proposed by Messrs. Cooley,

Crawford, Crane and Waples. on the table.

Adopted—ayes 62, nays 13—as follows :

Ayes: Antoine, Baker, Belden, Berton-
neau, Blackburn, Blandin, Bonnefoi, Bur-
rel, Cromwell, Cuney, Dearing, Demarest,
P. G. Deslonde, Donato, Douglas, U. Du-
part, Duplessis, Esnard, Francois, Gar-
diner, Harper, Harris, Hempstead, Ingra-
ham, R. H. Isabelle, T. Isabelle, Jones,
Kelso, Landers, Lange, Leroy, J. B. Lewis,
Marie, Martin, Massicot, Meadows, Morris,
Moses, Murrel, Myers, Newsham, Oliver,

Packard, Pierce, Pinchback, Pollard,

Reese, Riard, Riggs, Schwab, Smith, Snaer,
Steele, Thibaut, TwitcheU, Valfroit, Van-
dergriff, Vidal, Waples, Wickliflfe, Wil-
liams, Wilson—62 ayes.

Nays: Brown, Butler, Cooley, Crane,
Crawford, Depasseau, G. Duparte, Fer-
guson, Hanison, Jackson, Mushaway,
Poindexter, Rodriguez—13 nays.

Article 49 was adopted, as follows:

Art. 49. No person sliaU be eligible to

the office of Governor or Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, who is not a citizen of the United
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States, and a resident of tliis State two
years next preceding his election.

Articles 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55 and 5G were

adopted, as follows:

Art. 50. The Governor shall be ineligible

for the succeeding four years after the ex-

piration of the time for which he shall have
been elected.

Akt. 51. The Governor shall enter on the

discharge of his duties on the second Mon-
day in January next ensuing his election,

and shall continue in office until the Mon-
day next succeeding the day that his suc-

cessor shall be declared duly elected, and
shall have taken the oath or affirmation re-

quired by the Constitution.

Akt. 52. No member of Cdngress, or any
person holding office under the United
States Goveronment, shall be eligible to the

office of Governor or Lieutenant Governor.

Abt. 53. In case of impeachment of the

Governor, his removal from office, death,

refusal or inability to quaKfy, or to discharge
the powers and duties of his office, resig-

nation or absence from the State, the

powers and duties of the office shall de-

volve upon the Lieutenant Governor for

the residue of the term, or until the Gov-
ernor, absent or impeached, shall return or

be acquitted, or the disability be removed.
The General Assembly may provide by law
for the case of removal, impeachment,
death, resignation, disability or refusal to

qualify, of both the Governor and the Lieu-
tenant Governor, declaring what officer

shall act as Governor; and such officer shall

act accordingly, until the disability be re-

moved, or for the remainder of the term.

Art. 54. The Lieutentant Governor or

officer discharging the duties of Governor,
shall, during his administration, receive

the same compensation to which the Gov-
ernor would have been entitled had he con-
tinued in office.

Abt. 55. The Lieutenant Governor shall,

by virtue of his office, be President of the
Senate, but shall only vote when the Senate
is equally divided. Whenever he shall ad-

minister the government, or shaU be unable
to attend as President of the Senate, the
Senators shall elect one of their own mem-
bers as President of the Senate for the time
being.

Art. 56. The Governor shall receive a
salary of eight thousand dollars per annum,
payable quarterly, on his own warrant.

The following substitute to article 57,

proposed by Mr. Pinchback, in lieu of arti-

cle 57, was adopted as follows:

Art. 57. The Lieutenant Governor shall

receive a salary of three thousand dollars

per annum, jjayable quarterly upon his

own warrant.

Ayes 51, nays 20, as follows:

Ayes : Antoine, Belden, Bertouneau,
Blaudin, Brown, Burrel, Cromwell, Cuuey,
Demarest, P. G. Deslonde, Donato, Doug-
la^^, U. Dupart, Duplessis, Esuard, Fran-
cois, Gardiner, Harper, Harris, Hemp-
stead, Ingraham, R. H. Isabelle, Thomas
Isabelle, Jones, Lf.nders, Lf.nge, Leroy,
Richard Lewis, Marie, M.irtin, Massicot,
Meadows, Morris, Moses, Myers Newsham,
Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Pinchback, Pol-

lard, Smith, Snaer, Steele, Thibaut, Val-
froit, Vandergriff, Vidal, Wickliffe, WH-
liams, Wilson—51 ayes.

Nays : Baker, Blackburn, Bonnefoi,
Butler, Cooley, Crane, Crawrord, Bear-
ing, G. Duparte, Ferguson, Harrison,
Kelso, Mushaway, Reese, Riard, Riggs,
Rodriguez, Schwab, TwitcheU, Waples—20
nays.

Articles 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64 and 65

were adopted, as follows:

Art. 58. The Governor shall have power
to grant reprieves for all ofienses against
the State, and, except in ca.ses of impeach-
ment, shall, with the consent of the Senate,
have power to grant pardons, remit fines

and forfeitures, after conviction. In cases

of treason, he may grant reprieves tmtil

the end of the next session of the General
Assembly, in which the power of pardoning
shall be vested. In cases when the punish-
ment is not iraprisonu)ent at hard labor,

the party upon ])eing reprieved by the Gov-
ernor, shall be released if in actual custody,
until final action by the Senate.

Art. 59. He shall be Comniander-in -Chief

of the Militia of this State, except when
they shall be called into the service of the
United States.

Art. 60. He shall nominate, and, by and
j

^•ith the advice and consent of the Senate,

I

appoint all officers whose offices are estab-

I

lished by the Constitution, and whose ap-
pointments are not herein otherwise pro-
vided for ; Provided, however, that the
General Assembly, shall have a right to

prescribe the mode of apjjointment to all

other offices established by law.

Art. 61. The Governor shall have power
to fill vacancies that may happen during
the recess of the Senate, by granting com-
missions which shall expire at the end of

the next session thereof, unless otherwise
provided for in this Constitution; but no
person who has been nominated for office

and rejected by the Senate, shall be ap-

pointed to the same office, during the recess

of the Senate.
Art. 62. He may require information in

writing, from the officers in the Executive
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Dei:>artment, iii^ou any subject relating to i

the duties of their respective offices.
j

Akt. G3. He shall, from time to time,
i

give the General Assembly information re-

sjaecting the situation of the State, and re-

commend to their consideration such meas
ures as he may deem expedient.

Art. 64. He may, on extraordinary oc-
casions, convene the General Assembly at

the seat of government, or at a different

place if that should have become danger-
ous from an enemy or from epidemic; and
in case of disagreement between the two
houses as to the time of adjournment, he
may adjourn them to such time as he may
think proper, not exceeding four months.
Akt. 65. He shall take care that the laws

be faithfully executed.

Article 66, amended by substituting, 8th

Hne, the words "Likewise be," for "be like-

wise," was adopted as follows:

Aet. 66. Every bill which shall have
passed both Houses shall be presented to
the Governor; if he approve, he shall sign
it; if he do not, he shall return it with his

objections to the House in which it originat-

ed, which shall enter the objections at

large upon its journal, and jsroceed to re-

consider it. If, after such reconsidera-
tion, two-thirds of all the members
present in that House shall agree to

pass the bill, it shall be sent with the objec-
tions to the other House, by which it shall

likewise be reconsidered; and if approved
by two-thirds of the members present in

that House, it shall be a law. But in such
cases the vote of both Houses shall be de-
termined by yeas and nays, and the names
of members voting for or against the bill

shall be entered on the journal of each
House respectively. If any bill shall not
be returned by the Governor within five

days after it shall have been presented to

him, it shall be a law in like manner as if

he had signed it; unless the General As-
sembly by adjoTtrnment, prevent its return;
in w^hich case the said bill shall be returned
on the first day of the meeting of the Gen-
eral Assembly after the expiration of said

five days, or be a law.

Ai-ticles 67. 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73 and 74

were adopted as follows:

Art. 67. Every order, resolution or vote,

to which the concurreAce of both Houses
may be necessary, except on a question of

adjournment, shall be presented to the
Governor, and before it shall take effect, be
approved hj him, or, being disapi^roved,

shall be rex^assed by two-thirds of the mem-
bers present.

Art. 68. There shall be a Secretary of

State, who shall hold his office during the

term for which the Governor shall have
been elected. The records of the State
shall be kept and preserved in the office of
the Secretary; he shall keep a fair register
of the official acts and iJi'oceeclings of the
Governor, and when necessary shall attest

them; he shall when required, lay the said
register, and all papers, minutes and
vouchers, relative to his office, before either

House of the General Assembly, and shall

perform such other duties as may be en-
joined on him by law.

Art. 69. There shall be a Treasurer of
the State, and an Auditor of Public
Accounts, who shall hold their respective
offices during the term of four years. At
the first election under this Constitution,
the Treasoi-er shall be elected for two
years.

Art. 70. The Secretary of State, Treasu-
rer, and Auditor of Public Accounts, shall

be elected by the qualified electors of the
State; and in case of any vacancy caused
by the resignation, death, or absence of
the Secretary, Treasurer, or Auditor, the
Governor shall order an election to fill

said vacancies : Provided, The unexpired
term to be filled be more than twelve
months; when otherwise, tlie Governor
shall appoint a person to perform the
duties of tbe office thus vacant until the
ensuing general election,

AiiT. 71. The Treasurer, and the Auditor
shall receive a salary of five thousand dol-

lars per annum each. The Secretary of
State shall receive a salary of three thousand
dollars per annum.
Art. 72. All commissions shall be in the

name, and by the authority of the State of

Louisiana; and shall be sealed with the
State seal, signed by the Governor, and
countersigned by the Secretary of State.

TITLE IV—JtrDICIAET DEPABTMENT.

Art. 73. The judicial power shall be
vested in a Supreme Court, in District

Courts, in Parish Courts and in Justices of

the Peace.
Art. 74. The Supreme Court, except in

cases hereinafter provided, shall have appel-
late jurisdiction only; which jurisdiction

shall extend to all cases when the matter in

disijute shall exceed five hundred dollars;

and to all cases in which the constitutional-

ity or legality of any tax, toU, or impost of

any kind or natiire whatsoever, or any fine,

forfeiture, or penalty imposed by a munici-
pal corporation shall be in contestation,

whatever may be the amount thereof; and
in such cases the appeal shall be direct from
the court in which the case orginated, to
the Supreme Court; and in criminal cases,

on questions of law only, whenever the
punishment of death, or imprisonment at
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liard labor, or a fine exceeding three hun-

dred dollars, is actually imposed.

Mr. Bertonneau moved to lay the amend-

ment of Mr. Crane, to article 75, on the

table.

Adopted—ayes 50, nays 20—as follows:

Yeas: Antoine, Baker, Belden, Berton-

neau, Blandin, Bounefoi, Cooley, Crawford,

Cuney, Bearing, Demarest, P. Gr. Desloude,

Donato, Douglas, U. Dupart, Duplessis,

Ferguson, Gardiner, Harris, Harrison,

Hemj)stead, Ingraham, Thos. Isabelle,

Jones, Kelso, Landers, Lange, Leroy, E.
Lewis, Marie, Massicot, Morris, Myers,
Newsham, Oliver, Packard, Pinehback,
Pollard, Reese, Eiggs, Snaer, Steele Thi-

baut, Twitchell, Yalfroit, Yandergriff, Vi-

dal, Waples, WickUflfe, ^Vilson—50.
Nays: Blackburn, Brown, Burrel, Crane,

Depasseau, G. Duparte, Esnard, Francois,

Harper, R. H. Isabelle, Martin, Meadows,
Moses, Murrel, Mushaway, Pierce, Riard,
Rodriguez, Smith, Williams—20

Mr. Bertonneau moved to lay on the

table the amendment to article 75, pro-

posed by Messrs. Cooley, Crawford and

Crane.
Adopted—ayes 53, nays 12—as follows :

Ayes : Antoine, Baker, Bertonneau,
Blackburn, Blandin, Bonnefoi, Brown,
Burrel, Cromwell, Dearing, Depasseau,
P. G. Deslonde, Donato, U. Dupart,
Duplessis, Francois, Ferguson, Harper,
Harris, Hempstead, Ingraham, R. H. Isa-

belle, Thomas Isabelle, Jones, Landers,
Lange, Leroy, Richard Lewis, Lynch,
Martin, Massicot, Meadows, Morris, Moses,
Murrel, Myers, Oliver, Packard, Pierce,

Pinehback, Pollard, Reese, Riard, Riggs,
Rodriguez, Snaer, Thibaut. Twitchell,

Yalfroit, Yidal, Wickliffe, Wilson — 53
ayes.

Nays : Cooley, Crane, Crawford, De-
marest. G. Duparte, Esnard, Harrison,
Mushaway, Smith, Yandergriff, Waples,
Williams—12 nays.

Article 75 and 76 were adopted as follows:

Akt. 75. The Supreme Court shall be com-
posed of one Chief Justice, and four- Asso-
ciate Justices, a majority of whom shall con-
stitute a quorum. The Chief Justice shall

receive a salary of seven thousand five hun-
dred dollars, and each of the Associate Jus-
tices a salary of seven thousand dollars annu-
ally, payable quarterly, on their own war-
rants^ The Chief Justice and the Associate
Justices shall be apjDointedby the Governor,
with the advice and consent of the Senate,
for the term of eight years. They shall be
citizens of the United States, and shall

have i^racticed law for five years, the last

three thereof next preceding their appoint-
ment, in the State. The Court shall ap-

point its own clerks ; they may remove
them at pleasure.

Aet. 76. The Supreme Coiirt shall hold
its sessions in the city of New Orleans from
the first Monday in the month of Novem-
ber to the end of the month of May. The
Legislature shall have power to fix the
sessions elsewhere during the rest of the
year; until otherwise provided, the sessions

shall be held as heretofore.

Article 77, amended by striking out the

word "all," 3d line, was adopted, as follows:

Akt. 77. The Supreme Court, and each
of the Judges thereol, shall have power to
issue WTits of habeas covjjus, at the instance
of persons in actual custody, in cases
when they may have appellate jurisdiction.

Articles 78, 79, 80, 81 and 82 were adopt-

ed, as follows:

Art. 78. No judgment shall be rendered
by the Supreme Court, without a concur-
rence of a majority composing the Court.
Whenever the majority cannot concur, in
consequence of the recusation of any mem-
ber of the Court, the Judges not recused
shall have power to call upon any Judge or
Judges of the District Coiu'ts, whose duty it

shall be, when so called iipon, to preside

in the place of the Judge or Judges recused,

and to aid in determining the case.

Aet. 79. AU Judges, by virtue of their

office, shall be conser^^ators of the peace,

throughout the State. The style of all

process shall be The State of Louisiana.

All prosecutions shall be carried on in the
name and by the authority of The State

of Louisiana, and conclude Against the
peace and dignity of the same.

Akt. 80. The Judges of all courts, when-
ever practicable, shall refer to the law, in

virtue of which every definitive judgment
is rendered ; but in all cases they shall

adduce the reasons on which their judg-
ment is founded.

Art. 81. The Judges of all courts shall

be liable to impeachmeut for crimes and
misdemeanors. For any reasonable casue
the Governor shall remove any of them, on
the address of two-thirds of the members
elected to each House of the General
Assembly. In every such case the cause or
causes, for which such removal may be re-

quired, shall be stat; d at length in the
address, and inserted in the journal of each
House.
Art. 82. No duties or functions shall

ever be attached by law, to the Supreme or

District Courts, or the several Judges there-

of, but such as are judicial; and the said

Judges are prohibited from recei\ang any
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fees of office, or other compensation than
their saliiries, for any official duties per-

formed by them.

Mr. Hempstead moved to lay on the table

the amendment to article 83, projiosed by

Messrs. Crawford, Cooley, Pinchback, Wa-
ples, Taliaferro.

Adopted.

Article 83—Amended by striking out, 3d
and 4th lines, the words "and for their re-

spective," and inserting the words "for

each;"
And inserting after the word "electors,"

4:th line, the word "thereof;"
And striking out all in the 5th and 6th

lines to the word "for;"

And striking out, 11th line, all after the
word "Orleans," to the 14th line, and in-

serting the following:

"With the foUoM ing original jurisdiction:

The first, exclusive criminal jurisdiction;

the second, exclusive pi-obate jurisdiction;

the third, exclusive jurisdiction of appeals
from justice of the peace; the fourth, fifth,

sixth and seventh District Courts, exclusive

jurisdiction in all civil cases, except pro-

bate, when the sum in contest is above one
hundred doUars, exclusive of interest. These
seven courts shall also have such further
jurisdiction, not inconsistent herewith, as

shall be conferred by law;"
And striking out, 16th and 17th lines, the

word " districts, " and inserting the word
"parishes."

Was adopted, as follows:

Art. 83. The Legislature shall di-\nde the

State into Judicial Districts, which shall re-

m;tin unchanged for four years, and for

each District Court, one Judge, learned in

the law, shall be elected for each district

by a plurality of the qualified electors

thereof. For each district there shall be
one District Court, except in the parish of

Orleans, in which the Legislature may es-

tablish as many District Courts as the pub-
lic interests may require. Until otherwise
provided, there shall be seven District

•Courts for the parish of Orleans.

With the following original jurisdiction:

the first, exclusive criminal jurisdiction;

the second, exclusive probate jurisdiction;

the third, exclusive jurisdiction of appeals
from justice of the peace; the fourth, fifth,

flixth and seventh District Courts, exclusive
jurisdiction in all civil cases, except pro-

l)ate, when the sum in contest is above one
hundred dollars, exclusive of interest.

These seven courts shall also have such fur-

ther jvirisdiction, not inconsistent herewith.
as shall be conferred by law.

The numl-)er of districts in the State shall

31 ot be less than twelve nor more than twen-

ty. The clerks of the District Courts shall

;

be elected by the qualified electors of their

'

respective parishes, and shall hold their

office for four years.

Mr. Harper moved to amend article 84,

by striking out the word "therein," at the
end of the 5uh line, and the words "next
preceding his election," in the ninth line.

Laid on tlie table.

Article 84 was adopted, as follows:

Art. 84. Each of said Judges shall re-

ceive a salary to be fixed by law, which shall

not be increased or diminished during his

term of office, and shall never be less than
five thousand dollars. He must be a citi-

zen of the United States, over the age of
twenty-five years, and have resided in the
State and practiced law therein for the
space of two years, next preceding his

election. The Judges of the district courts
shall hold their office for the term of four
years.

Article 85, amended by striking out all

in the 3d Une, from the word "they" to
the word "interest," 6th line, inclu-

sive, and striking out the word "not pro-
bate," 2d hue.

Was adopted, as follows:

Art. 85. The District Cohrts shall have
original jurisdiction in all civil cases, when
the amount in dispute exceeds five hundred
dollars, exclusive of interest. In criminal
cases their jurisdiction shall be unlimited.
They shall have appellate jurisdiction in
civil ordinary suits, when the amount in
dispute exceeds one hundred dollars, exclu-
sive of interest.

The following amendments to article 80

were laid on the table:

To strike out, 1st Hne, the words "elected
by the qualified electors of the parish," and
insert the words "appointed by the Gov-
ernor with the advice and consent of the
Senate;"
To strike out, 3d line, the word "two"

and insert the word "four;"

W. H. COOLET,
T.

P.
B.
J.

The following amendment was laid on the
table.

To insert after the word "Judge," Ist

Tne, the words "who shall have practiced

law in this State at least one year pjjevious

to his appointment."
R. Waples,
W. H. CoOLET.

The following amendments were adopted:

Article 86—To strike out, 2d and 3d

S. Crawpord,
B. S. Pinchback,
Waples,

G. Taliaterro.



JOUENAIi OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION. 9r?>

line.=!, the Tvorcl "they" and insert the i

word "he ;

"
i

And to strike out, in the second line,
j

the word "their" and insert the word
"his;"^
And 'to strike out, 6th Hne, the word

"now," and insert in 7th line the word
"District" before "Clerk;"
And to strike out, 2d line, the word

" offices " and insert the word " office."

Recommended by the
CoMlinTTEE.

The following amendment was adopted :

To add, 7th line, the words "and of this

State." Recommended by the
Committee.

Mr. Crawford moved to amend by adding

after the word " he, " whenever it occurs,

the words " or she."

Mr. OHver moved to lay on the table.

Adopted.

Mr. Waples moved to reconsider the last

Tote.

Mr. Hempstead'moved to lay the motion

to reconsider on the table.

Adopted.

Article 86, as amended, was adopted, as

follows:

Art. 84. For each parish court, one
Judge shall be elected by the qualified

electors of the parish. He shall hold his

office for the term of two years. He shall

receive a salary and fees, to be provided by
law. Until otherwise provided, each parish
Judge shall receive a salary of one thousand
two hundred dollars per annum, and such
fees as are established by law for clerks of

District Courts. He shall be a citizen of
the United States, and uf this State.

The following amendments to article 87

were adopted:

Strike out, 9th line, from the word "in"
to the word "matters," 13th line inclusive,

and insert in heu thereof the following:
"All successions shall be opened and set-

tled in the Parish Courts; and all suits in
which a succession is either plaintiff or de-
fendant, may be brought either in the
Parish or District Court, according to the
amount involved;"
And add the letter "s" to the word

"power," 17th line; and add the letter "s"
to the word "magistrate," 17th line;

And strike out word "a" before "magis-
trate," in 17th line.

Recommended by the
Committee.

Article 87, as amended, was adopted as

follows:

Art. 87. The Parish Courts shall have
concurrent juriiidietiun with the justices of
the peace, in ail cases when tlie amount in
controversy is more than twenty-five olollars,

and less than one hundred dollars, exclu-
sive of interest. They shall have exclusive
original jurisdiction, in ordinary suits, in
all cases when the amount in dispute ex-
ceeds one hundred dollars and does not ex-
ceed five hundred dollars; subject to an
ajjpeal to the District Court, in all cases,

when the amount in contestation exceeds-
one hundred dollars, exclusive of interest.

All successions shall be opened and set-

tled in the Parish Courts; and all suits in
which a succession is either jjlaintiff or de-
fendant, may be brought either in the
Parish or District Court, according to the
amount involved. In criminal matters, the
Parish Courts shall have jurisdiction in aE
cases when the penalty is not necessarily
imprisonment at hard labor or death, and
when the accused shaU waive trial by jury.

They shall also have the powers of commit-
ting magistrates and such other jurisdiction
as may be conferred on them by law. There
shall be no trial by jury before the Parish
Courts.

Article 88 was adopted, as follows:

Akt. 88. In all probate matters when the
amount in dispute shall exceed five hundred
dollars, exclusive of interest, the appeal
shall be directly from the parish to the Su-
preme Court.

The following amendment to article 89

was adopted

:

Ai-ticle 89—To strike out, 7th line, the
word " twenty-five," and insert the word
"ten."
Recommended by the

Committee.

Mr Newsham moved to amend by striking

out, 2d line, all from the word "Pari.sh," to

the word "Assembly," 3d line, and insert-

ing the words "m the manner prescibed by
law."

Adopted.

Mr. Smith was called to the chair.

Mr. Wicklifi'e moved to reconsider the

vote upon Mr. Newsham's amendment.

Adopted.

Mr. Newsham's amendment was rejected.

Article 89, as amended, was adopted as

follows

:

Art. 89. The justices of the peace shall

be elected by the electors of each parish,

in the manner to be provided by the
General Assembly. They shall bold office

for the term of two years and their com-
pensation shall be fixed by law. Their
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jurisfliction in civil cases, shall not exceed
one hundred dollars, exclusive of interest,

subject to an ajipeal to the parish court, in

all cases when the amount in dispute shall

exceed ten dollars, exclusive of interest.

They shall have such criminal jurisdiction

as shall be provided for by law.

The following amendment to article 90

was adopted.

Article 90—To srike out, 4th line, the
words "Judges of the Courts," and insert

the words '"a Judge of his Court."
Recommended by the

Committee.

Article 90, as amended, was adopted, as

follows:

Akt. 90. In any case when the judge may
be recused, and when he is not personally
interested in the matters in contestation he
shall select a lawyer, having the qualifica-

tions required for a Judge of his Court to

try such cases. And when the judge is per-

sonally interested in the suit, he shall call

upon the i^arish or district judge, as the
case may be, to try the case.

Article 91 was adopted as follows:

Art. 91. The General Assembly shall

have power to vest m the parish judges
the right to grant such orders, and to do
such acts, as may be deemed necessary for

the furtherance of the administration of

justice; and in all cases the power thiis

granted shall be siDecifled and determined.

The Convention adjourned until to-mor-

row at 10 A. M.

A true copy:

WM. VIGERS, Secretary.

SEVENTY-THIRD DAY.
New Orleans, Thursday, Feb. 27, 1868.

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn-

ment and was called to order by the Presi-

dent at 10 A. M.

The roll was called and the following

members answered to their names:

J. G. TaUaferro, President; Messrs. An-;

toine, Bertonneau, Blandin, Bonseigneur,
Bonnefoi, Brown, Burrel, Butler, Cooley,
Crawford, Cuney, Dearing, Donato, U.
Dupart, Duplessis, Francois, Ferguson,
Gardiner, Harper, Harris, R. H. Isabella,

Thomas IsabeUe, Jones, Kelso, Landers,
Lange, Leroy, Marie, Martin, Massicot,
Meadows, Morris, Moses, Murrel, Myers,
OHver, Pierce, Poindexter, Pollard, Reese,
Riggs, Roberts, Rodriguez, Schwab,
Snaer, Thibaut, TwitcheU, Valfroit, Van-
dergriflf, Wickliflfe, Williams, Wilson—53
members present.

Prayer by the Rev. Josiah Fisk.

The minutes were read and adopted.

ORIGIN.VIi RESOIitTTIONS.

Mr. R. H. Isabelle called up his resolu-

tion of February, ae follows:

Whereas, This Convention has adopted
a resolution instructing the Warrant Clerk
to make warrants in small sums to suit the
demands of delegates and employees of this

Convention, which has increased the labors
of the Warrant Clerk to such an extent as
to compel him to ask for assistance; and,
Whereas, Lucian Lamaniere did volun-

teer his services as assistant to faciHtate the
issue of warrants for several days past;
therefore, be it

Resolved, That a compensation of one
hundred and fifty dollars be paid said L.
Lamaniere for volunteer services rendered
as Assistant Warrant Clerk.

Which was adopted.

Mr. Harper called up his resolution of ^

February 20:

Resolved, That the Official Printer be
authorized to print 200 coj^ies of the reso-

lution offered by Mr. Blackburn, and
adopted February 19th, 1868, authorizing
tax collectors to redeem the warrants of

their respective parishes, and that these
copies be forwarded by the Secretay of
this Convention to the State Auditor for

distribution to the tax collectors for their

information and guidance.

Which was adopted.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS.

Mr. Cooley moved to amend article 92

by adding the word "quarterly" after the

word "payable," 8th line.

Adopted.

The article, as amended, was adopted, as

follows

:

Art. 92. There shall be an Attorney Gen-
eral for the State, who shall be elected by
the qualified electors of the State at large.

He shall receive a salary of five thousand
dollars per annum, payable quarterly on his

o^vn warrant, and shall hold his office for

four years. There shall be a District At-

torney for each judicial district of the State,

who sliaU be elected by the qualified electors

of the judicial district. He shall receive a

salary of fifteen hundred dollars, payable
quarterly on his own warrant, and shall

hold his office for four years.

The following amendment to article 93

was adopted:

Article 93—To strike out, 6th line, the

words "exclusive control," and insert the

word "charge."
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Recommended by the
COMMITTEH.

The following amendment to article 93,

by Mr. Wickliflfe, was adopted

:

Article 93—Amend by adding after "Or-
leans," in 10th line, "except those herein
delegated to the Sheriflf of the Criminal
Conrt."

Also, in line 12th, after the word "Or-
leans," add the word "residing;" and after

the word "below," add "the middle of;"

and after the word "above, " in 14th line,

add the words "the middle of."

Adopted.

Article 93, as amended, and reading as

follows, was adopted:

Akt. 98. There shall be a Sheriffand Coro-
ner elected by the qualified electors of each
parish, except the parish of Orleans. In
the parish of Orleans, there shall be elected

by the qualified electors of the parish at

large, one Sherifffor the Criminal Court,who
shall be the executive officer of said court

and shall have charge of the parish prison.

There shall also be elected by the qualified

electors of the i^arish at large, one
Sheriff who shall be the executive
officer of the Civil Courts, and who shall

perform all other duties heretofore devolv-

ing upon the sheriff of the parish of Orleans,

except those herein delegated to the sheriff

of the Criminal Court. The qualified elect-

ors of the city of New Orleans, residing

below the middle of Canal street, shall

elect one Coroner for that district, and the
qualified electors of the city of New Or-
leans, residing above the middle of Canal
street, together with those residing in that
part of the parish known as Orleans Right
Bank, shall elect one Coroner for that dis-

trict. All of said officers shall hold their

office for two years, and receive such fees

of office as may be i)rescribed by law.

Mr. Cooley moved to adopt the following

as an additional article of the Constitution

:

TITLE IV—JUDICIABY DEPAETHENT.

Akt. 94. No judicial powers, except as
committing magistrates, in criminal cases,

shall be conferred on any officers other than
those mentioned in this title; except such
as may be necessary in towns and cities;

and the judicial powers of such officers shall

not extend further than the cognizance of
cases arising under the police regulations
of towns and cities in the State. In any
case where such officers shall assume juris-

diction over other matters than those which
may arise under police regulations, or under
their jurisdiction, as committing magis-
trates, they shall be liable to an action of

damages in favor of the party injured, or

j

his heirs; and a verclict in favor of the party
injured shall, j/as-o fMto, operate a vacation
of the office of said officer.

Mr. Isabelle moved to amend by stick-

ing out all after the word "heirs."

Mr. Pinchback moved to lay the amend-
ment on the table.

Adopted.

The article was adopted.

Title IV was adopted as a whole,

Mr. Waples moved to adopt the follow-

ing as an article af the Constitution

:

Ajrt. 95. Every judicial officer elect shaU
apply to the Supreme Court for a certifi-

cate of competency; and if, after examina-
tion, the said court shall find the applicant
competent, they shall grant the certificate,

and he shall be qualified to enter upon the
duties of the office; but, if they find him
incompetent, they shaU refuse the certifi-

cate, and his office shall be tilled according
to this Constitution.

Mr. Moses moved to lay the article on the

table.

Adopted—ayes 50, nays 18—as follows:

Yeas : Antoine, Belden, Bonseigneur,
Bonnefoi, BroAvn, Burrel, Butler, Crane,
Cromwell, Cuney, Douglas, Dupart U., Du-
plessis, Gardiner, Guichard, Harjjer, Har-
ris, Ingraham, Isabelle R. H., Jackson,
Jones, Lange, Leroy, Lewis R., Marie,
3Iartin, Massicot, Meadows, McLeran, Mor-
ris, Moses, Murrel, Mushaway, Oliver, Pack-
ard, Pierce, Poindexter, Pollard, Reagan,
Riggs, Roberts, Rodriguez, Schwab. Snaer,
Thibaut, Valfroit, Vidal, Wickliffe, WlUiams,
Wilson—50 yeas.

Nays: Baker, Blackburn, Cooley, Craw-
ford, Demarest, Depassean, Esnard, Fergu-
son, Harrison, Isabelle T., Kelso, Myers,
Reese, Riard. Smith, Twitchell, Vander-
griff, Waples—18 nays.

Article 94 was adopted, as follows :

TITLE V—IMPEACHMENT.

Akt. 94. The power of impeachment
shall be vested in the House of Represent-
atives.

The following amendment to article 95

was adopted :

Article 95—To insert, 6th line, the word
"associate " before the word "Judge."
Recommended by the

Committee.

The following amendment to article 95,

by Mr. Wickliffe, was adopted :

Article 95—In line 2, after " Secretary
of State" add "Audito'r of Public Accounts."

G. M. WicKLirrK,
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Article 95, as amended, was adopted, as

follows :

Aet. 95. Impeachments of the Governor,
Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, Sec
retary of State, Auditor of Public Accounts.
State Treasurer, Superintendent of Public
Education, and of the Judges of the In-
ferior Courts, Justices of the Peace ex-

cepted, shall be tried by the Senate; the
Chief J ustice of the Supreme Court, or the
senior associate Judge thereof, shall preside
during the trial of such impeachments.
Impeachment of the judges of the
supreme court shaU be tried by the
Senate. When sitting as a court of im-
peachment, the senators shall be upon oath
or affirmation, and no person shall be con-
victed without the concurrence of two-
thirds of the senators present.

The following amendment to article 96

was adopted:

Article 96—To strike out, 3d line, the
word "under" and insert the word "in."
Becommended by the

Committee.

Article 96, as amended, was adopted, as

follows

:

Akt. 96, Judgments in all cases of im-
peachment shall extend only to removal
from office, and disqualification from hold-
ing any office of honor, trust or profit in
the State; but the convicted parties shall,

nevertheless, be subject to indictment,
trial and punishment according to law.

The following amendment to article 97

was laid on the table

:

Article 97—To strike out, 5th and 6th
lines, the words "except those disfranchised
by this Constitution."

W. H. COOLET,
W. II. Crane.

Mr. Blackburn moved to amend the arti-

cle by striking out the word "male," Ist

line.

Mr. Pinchback moved to lay the amend-
ment on the table.

Adopted—ayes 49, nays 15—as foUows:

Ayes : Antoine, Bonnefoi, Burrel, Butler,
Cooley, Crawford, Cromwell, Cuney, U. Du-
part, Duplesssis, Esnard, Francois, Gar-
diner, Harrison, Hempstead, T. Isabelle,

Jackson, Jones, Kelso, Landers, Lange,
Leroy, Marie, Martin, Massicot, Morris,
Moses, Murrel, Muahaway, Myrrs, Oliver,
Packard, Pierce, Pinchback, Poindexter,
Pollard, Reagan, Riard, Riggs, Roberts,
Rodriguez, Snaer, Steele, Twitchell, Val-
froit, Vidal, Wnples, Williams, Wilson—49
ayes.

Naya : Baker, Blackburn, Brown, Crane,
Ferguson, Harper, Hurris, Ingraham,
Meadows, McLerau, Reese, Smith, Tin-
chant, Vandergrifi', Wieklilfe—15 nays.

Mr. Wicklilie moved to amend the arti-

cle by striking out, 4th line, the word
"sixty" and inserting the word "ten."

Adopted—ayes 43, nays 18—as follows:

Ayes: Bertonueau, Burrel, Butler, P. G.
Desloude, Esnard, Francois, Gardiaer,
Harper, Harris, Hempstead, Ingraham,
R. H. IsabeUe, T. Isabelle, Jones, Landers,
Lange, Leroy, Marie, Massicot, Meadows,
Morris, Moses, Murrel, Myers, Oliver,
Packard, Pierce, Pinchback, Poindexter,
PoUard, Reagan, Riggs, Rodriguez,
Schwab, Smith, Snaer, (.Thibaut, TwitcheU,
Valfroit, Vidal, Wickliflfe, WiUiams, Wil-
son—43 ayes.

Nays: Brown, Cooley, Crane, Crawford,
Cromwell, Cuney, Bearing, Donato, U.
Dupart, Duplessis, Ferguson, Harrison,
Jackson, Kelso, Mushaway, Roberts,
Steele, Waples—18 nays.

Mr. Smith moved to reconsider the last

vote.

Mr. Hempstead moved to lay the motion
to reconsider on the table.

Adopted.

The following amendment was laid on
the table:

To strike out, '2d and 3d lines, the words
"subject to the jurisdiction thereof."

W. H. CoOLET.

Article 97, as amended, was adopted, as

follows

:

TITLE VI—GENERAIi PBOVISIONS.

Art. 97. Every male person, of the age
of twenty-one years or upward, born or
naturalized in the United States, and sub-
ject to the juriadictiim thereof, and a
resident of thft State one year next preced-
ing an election, and the last ten days with-
in the parish in which he offers to vote,

shall be deemed an elector, except those
disfranchised by this Con-titution, and per-
sons under interdiction.

Mr. Packard moved to strike out article

98, and insert in its place as an article of

the Constitution, the following:

The following persons are hereby pro-
hibited from voting and holding any office

of profit or trust either by election or ap-
pointment in this State, to-wit:

AU persons convicted of treason, or any
crime punishable with death or imprison-
ment at hard labor in the penitentiary for

over six months. All persons under inter-

diction. And all persons, who ha\ing
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previously taken an oath as a member of

Congress, or as an officer of the United
States or of any State Legislature, or as an
executive or judicial officer of any State, to

support the Constitution of the United
States, shall have engaged in insurrection

or rebellion against the same, or given aid

or comfort to the enemies thereof.
j

The words "execittive or judicial officers"

shall be constraed to include all civil offices

!

created by law for the administration of

any general law of the State, or for the I

administration of justice; Provided, That;

the Legislature may, by a two-thirds vote

of each House, remove such disabilities.

Mr. Pinchback was called to the chair.

Mr. Blandin moved to lay the substitute

of Mr. Packard on the table.

Adopted—ayes 37, nays 33—as follows

:

Ayes: Antoine, Baker,Belden,Bertonneau,
Blandin, Bonnefoi, Bro'wni, Butler, Cooley,

Crane, Crawford, Dearing, Demarest I>e-

passeau, Deslonde P. G., Donato, Douglas,
Duparte G., Duplessis, Esnard, Fuller,

Ferguson, Kelso, Leroy, Martin, McLeran,
Mushaway, Pinchback, Reese, Riard, Rodri-
guez, Smith, Steele, Thibaut, Tinchant,
Twitchell, Valfroit—37 ayes.

Nays : Burrel, Cromwell, Francois, Gar-
diner, Harper, Harris, Hempstead, Ingra-
ham, Isabelle E. H., Isabelle Tbos., Jack-
son, Jones, Landers, Lange, Le^is R.,

Massicot, Meadows, Morris, Moses, Murrel,
Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Poindexter, Pol-
lard, Reagan, Schwab, Snaer, Vidal,
Waples, Wickliflfe, Williams, Wilson—33
nays.

Mr. Waples moved to postpone the fur-

ther consideration of article 98 until to-

morrow.

Mr. Tinchant moved to lay the motion to

postpone on the table.

Adopted.

Mr. Tinchant moved to adopt the follow-

itig amendment:
Ai-ticle 98—To strike out, 5th line, all

after the word "interdiction," to the end
of the article, W. R. Ckane,

W. H. Cooley,
J. G. Taliapekko.

Laid on the table.

Mr. Wickliffe moved to lay the following

amendment on the table:

To insert, 24th line, after the word "re-
bellion," tbe words, "also all who served in
the Coi: federate army, above the rank of
colonel." R. Waples.
The motion to lay on the table prevailed.

Mr. Wickhflfe moved to expunge article 98.

13

The Chair decided the motion to expung-e-

not in order.

Mr. Wajjles raised the point of order that

a motion to expunge an article already

adopted could not be entertained.

The Chair so ruled.

Mr. Cooley appealed.

The Chair reversed its decision upon atl-

VLsement, and sustained the jDoint of order,

Mr. Wickliffe appealed.

The Convention adjourned until to-moz'-

row at 10 A. 2M,

A tx'ue cojiy:

WM. VIGERS, Secretary.

SEVENTY-FOURTH DAY.
New Oeleaks, Friday, Feb. 28, 1868.

The Convention met i3iu-suant to adjouru-

ment, and was called to order by the Presi-

dent.

The roU was called and the following

members answered to their names:

J. G. Taliaferro, President; Messrs. An-
toine, Baker, Blandin, Bonnefoi, Brown^
Burrel, Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Cromwell,.
Cuney, Dearing, Depasseau, Deslonde P,.

G. , Donato, Douglas, Duparte G. , Dupart-
U., Duplessis, Fuller. Ferguson, Gardiner,
Harper, Harris, Harrison, IngTaham,
Isabelle R. H., Isabelle Thos., Jackson,
Jones, Kelso, Landers, Lange, Leroy,
Lewis R., Martin, Massicot, Meadows, Mc-

;

Leran, Morris, Moses, Murrel, Myers, Oliver,.

I

Packard, Pierce, Pinchback, Poindexter,
! Pollard, Reese, Schwab, Snaer, Steele,

.

I

Thibaut, Twitchell, Underwood, Vander-
I

gi'iff, Vidal, Wickliffe, Williams, Wilson—

•

62 members present.

Prayer by the Rev. Jos. Fisk.

The minutes were read and adopted.

OEIGINAIi RESOLUTIONS.

By Mr. R. H. Isabelle:

Resolved, That the Warrant Clerk of this

Convention be, and is hereby, authorized
to issue warrants in sums of S200 each, tc
Messrs. G. Krumble, A. S. Pickard, O. M.
Tennison and A. T. Turner, who have
shown a disposition to make a fair and im-
partial report of the proceedings of this

Convention.

Lies over.

By Mr. P. G. Deslonde:

Motion, that this Convention extend their
thanks to General Grant and the United
States Congress for their brilliant actions
in the great work of reconstruction of the
Southern States.
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Lies over.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS.

The appeal of Mr. Wickliffe from the de-

cision of the Chair being under considera-

tion, the Chair was sustained.

Mr. Yalfroit moved to take from the ta-

ble Mr. Packard's substitute for article.

Mr. Pinchback moved to lay the motion

to take from the table on the table.

Adopted—ayes 39, nays 35—as follows:

Ayes:' Antoiue, Baker, Belden, Berton-
neau, Blandin, Bonnet'oi, Brown, Butler,

Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Cuney, Deariug,
Demarest, Depasseau, P. G. Deslonde, Do-
nate, Douglas, G. Duparte, Duplessis, Fer-
guson, Harrison, T. Isabelle, Kelso, J. B.
Lewis, Martin, McLeran, Mushaway,
Myers, Pinchback, Pi,eese, Eiard, Eiggs,
Snaer, Steele, Thibaut, Twitchell, Vauder-
gi'iff, Vidal—o9<iyes.

Nays:BiuTel, Cromwell, U. Dupart, Fran-
cois, Gardiner, Harper, Harris, Hempstead
Ingraliam, R. H. Isabelle, Jackson, Jones,
Landers, Lange, Leroy, R. Lewis,
Meadows, Morris, Moses, Murrel, New-
sham, Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Poin-
dexter. Pollard, Eeagau, Pioberts, Un-
derwood, Yalfroit, Waples, Wicklifte, Wil-
liams, Wilson—35 nays.

Mr. Waples offered, as a substitute for

article 98, the following:

The following persons shall be pro-

hibited from voting or from holding any
office : all persons who shall have been
convicted of treason, perjury, forgery,

bribery oi* other crime punishable by im-
prisonment in the Penitentiary, and persons
under interdiction. All persons who have
forfeited the right of suffrage by abjuring
their allegiance to the United States Gov-
ernment, or notoriously levying war against

it and adhering to its enemies, giving them
aid and comfort, are hereby restored to the
right of suffrage, except the following:

Those who held office, civil or military, for

one year or more, under the organization
styled "The Confederate States of Amer-
ica ;" those wlio registered themselves
as enemies to the United States; those
"who acted as leaders or officers of guer-

illa bands during the late war or rebellion;

those also who in the advocacy of treason,

wrote or published newspaper articles, or

pv cached sermons during the late rebel-

lion; and those who voted for and signed
an ordinance of secession in any State.

Any person included in these exceptions
shall neither vote nor hold office until

he shall have relieved himself by volun-
tarily writing and signing a certificate

setting forth that he acknowledges the late

rebellion to have been morally and politi-

cally wrong, and that he regrets any aid
and comfort he may have given it; and he
shall file the certificate in the office of the
Secretary of State, and it shall be published
in the official journal.

Mr. Cooley moved to amend by adding:

And all those who burnt cotton or caused
it to be burnt, whether acting on their own
responsibility or by order of others.

Mr. Oliver moved to lay the amendment
on the table.

Adopted^ayes 45, n;iys 28—as follows:
Yeas: Antoine, Belden, Bertonncau,

Blackburn, Blandin, Barrel, Butler, Crom-
1
well, Douglas, G. Duparte, U. Duj^art,

I Duplessis, Esnard, Francois, Gardiner,
j
Harper, Hempstead, Ingraliam, R. H.
Isabelle, Jackson, Jones, Lange, Martin,

I

Meadows, McLeran, Morris, Moses,
Mairel, Newsham, Oliver, Packard, Pollard,

Reagan, Reese, Roberts, Snaer, Tinchant,
iTwitcheU, Underwood, Yalfroit, Yidal,

I

Waples, WickUtfe, WilHams, Wilson—45
yeas.

Nays: Bonnefoi, Brown, Cooley, Crane,
' Crawford, Cuney, Dearing, Demarest, P.

I
G. Deslonde, Donato, Fidler, Ferguson,
Harris, Harrison, Thos. Isabelle, Kelso,
Landers, J. B. Lewis, R. Lewis, Musha-
way, Pierce, Pinchback, Poindexter, Riard,
Riggs, Steele, Thibaut, Yandergriff—28
nays.
Mr. Wickliffe moved to amend by add-

ing:

All persons who held an office as Justice
of the Peace under the so-called Confeder-
ate Government for any length of time.

Mr. Underwood moved to lay all the

amendments on the table.

Mr. Waples raised the point of order that

a motion to lay the whole subject on the

table could properly only be held to refer

to the subject immediately under considera-

tion, which was the last amendment offered.*

The Chair decided that the point of order

was not well taken.

Mr. Underwood appealed.

The Chair was not sustained.

j

The motion to lay on the tabic prevailed.

I
The question recuning upon Mr. Wa-

I

pies' amendment, Mr. Packard moved to

j

amend by adding :

Provided, That those who have aided iu

reconstruction, shall not be held to be
i included among those excepted.

Which was adopted—ayes 56, nays 16—

•

as follows

:
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Yeas: Baker, Bertonneau, Blackburn,
Biandin, Bonnefoi, Brown, Burrel, Crom-
well, P. G. Desloncle, Douglas, U. Dupart,
Duplessis, Esnard, Francois, Gardiner, Gui-
cliard, Harper, Harris, Hemijstead, Ingra-

liam, R. H. Isabelle, Jackson, Jones, Lan-
ders, Lange, Leroy, Richard Le^-is, Massi-

cot, Meadows, McLeran, Morris, Moses,
Murrel, Myers, Newsham, Oliver, Packard,
Pierce, Pincliback, Poindexter, Pollard,

Reagan, Reese, Riard, Riggs, Schwab,
Steele, Thibant, Twitchell, Valfroit, Van-
dergriff, Vidal, Wai^les, Wicklilfe, Williams,
Wilson—56.

Nays: Antoiue, Belden, Cooley, Crane,
Crawford, Cuney, Dearing, Demarest, De-
passeau, Donato, Harrison, Kelso, Martin,
Mushaway, Smith, Tincliant—16,

The question recurring upon the sub-

stitute of Mr. Waples, as amended, as fol-

lows :

Akt. 98. The following persons shall be
prohibited from voting or from holding
any office : all persons who shall have been
convicted of treason, perjury, forgery,

bribery or other crime punishable by im-
prisonment in the penitentiary, and per-

sons under interdiction.

All persons who have forfeited the right

of suffrage by abjuring their allegiance to

the United States Government, or notori-

ously levying war against it and adhei'ing

to its enemies giving them aid and com-
fort, are hereby restored to the right of

suffrage, except the following : those who
held office, civil or military, for one year
or more, under the organization styled "the
Confederate States of America ;

" those
who registered themselves as enemies of

the United States ; those who acted as

leaders of guerilla bands during the late

rebellion; those who, in the advocacy of

treason, wrote or published newspaper arti-

cles or preached sermons during the late

rebeUion; and those Avho voted for and
signed an ordinance of secession in any
State. Any person included in these ex-

cei^tions shall neither vote nor hold office

until he shall have reUeved himself by
voluntarily writing and signing a certificate

setting forth that he acknowledges the late

rebellion to have been morally and politi-

cally wTong, and that he regrets any aid
and comfort he may have given it; and he
shall file the certificate in the office of the
Secretary of State, and it shall be pub-
lished in the official journal; Provided,
That those who have aided in reconstruc-
tion, shall not be held to be included among
those excepted.

It was adopted—ayes 44, nays 30—as fol-

lows:

Ayes: Baker, Blackburn, Brown, Burrel,
Cromwell, Deslonde P. G., Esnard, Fran-
cois, Gardiner, Harjjer, Hands, Hempstead,
Ingi-aham, Isabelle R. H., Jackson, Jones,
Landers, Lange, Leroy, Lewis R., Massi-
cot, Meadows, McLeran, Morris, Moses,Miu'-
rel, Newsham, Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Poin-
dexter, Pollard, Reagan, Reese, Riggs,
Schwab, Steele, T-witchell, Valfroit, Vidal,
Waples, WickUfife, Williams, Wilson

—

44 ayes.

Nays: Antoine, Belden, Bertonneau,
Bonnefoi, Biandin, Cooley, Crane, Crawford,
Cuney, Bearing. Demarest, Depasseau,
Donato, Douglas, Duplessis, Fuller, Gui-
chard, Harrison, Isabelle Thos., Kelso,
Martin, Mushaway, Myers, Pinchbaek,
Riard, Smith, Thibaut, Tinchant, Vander-
grifi"—30 nays.

Mr. Cooley was called to the chair.

Mr. Tinchant recorded the following rea-

sons for his vote on Mr. Waple-s' substitute:

I vote against the adoption of the arti-

cle for the folloAAing reasons:
1. Because I think that all men who

voluntarily aided or assisted the rebellion,

against the United States in any way, shape
or manner, are equally guilty and ought to
be treated all alike.

2. Beacause ha\ing been taught to look
upon the men of my race as fuUy equal to
the white men, and able to fight their way
through without the help of any partial
proscriptive measure directed against their
ojDponents.

3. Because I think that this article em-
bodies such principles as are in direct
conflict with those which are the most;
sacred to the heart of any honest and wis©
Republican.

Mr. BroAvn gave notice that he will, on.

to-morrow, move the reconsideration of the

vote by whi'>h article 98 Wiis adopted.

Mr. Valfroit recorded the following rea-

sons for his vote

:

I have voted ^es, not with intention of
disfranchising anybody, but to support the
14th amendment of Congress, in expecting
to see the disability soon removed by Con-
gress. P. F. "VaxiFroit.

Mr. Pinchbaek recorded the following

reasons for his vote:

I vote against the article because I firmly
beheve that two-thirds of the colored men
of this State do not desii'e disfranchisement
to such a great extent.

P. B. S. PiNCHBACK.

Mr. Hempstead moved to reconsider th.^

vote last taken.

Laid on the table.
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Mr. Wilson moved to amend article 99 by

adding:

That since the adoption of this Constitu-

tion I have not fought a duel with deadly
•weapons, nor have I sent or accepted a

challenge to fight a duel with deadlj'

weapons, or acted as a second in carrying

a challenge, or aided or advised any person
thus offending or assisting.

Laid on the table.

Mr. Wickliffe moved to amend article

99, by inserting in the 7th line, after the

word "men," "that I am not disfranchised

by the 14th amendment to the Constitution

of the United States, and by this Constitu-

tion."

Laid on the table.

The follo"wing amendment was rejected:

Akt. 99. , To strike out the entire article,

and insert article ninety-seven, majority

report, as follows:

Art. — . Members of the General Assem-
bly, and all other officers, before they enter

;upon the duties of the their offices, shall take

the following oath or affirmation: "I (A.

B.) do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will

support the Constitution and Laws of the

United States, and the Constitution ai\d

Laws of this State, isnd that I wiU faithfully

and impartially discharge and perform all

the duties incumbent on me as , ac-

according to the best of my ability and
understanding. So help me God."
Recommended by the

Committee.

Article 99 was adopted, as foUows:

Abt. 99. Members of the General As-

sembly, and all other officers, before

they enter upon the duties of their

offices, shall take the follo-n-ing oath

or affirmation: "I (A.!?.) do solemnlj^ swear

(or affirm) that I accept the civil

and political equality of all men, and agree

not to attempt to deprive any person or

persons on account of race, color or pre-

"vious condition, oi any political or civil

right, privilege or immunity enjoyed by
any other class of men. That I "will sup-

port the Constitution and Laws of the

United States and the Constitution and
Laws of this State, and that I will faithfully

and impartially discharge and perform all

the duties incumbent on me as ,

according to the best of my abihty and un-
derstanding. So help me God.

"

Ayes 48, nays 16—as foUows:

Ayes : Antoine, Bertonneau, Blandin,

JBurrel, Cromwell, Cuney, P. G. Deslonde,
Donate, U. Dupart, Francois, Guichard,
Harper, Harris, Hempstead, E. H. Isa-

belle, Thos. Isabelle, Jackson, Jones,
Kelso, Landers, Lange, Leroy, Eichard
Lewis, Martin, Meadows, McLeran, Mor-
ris, Moses, Myers, Mushaway, Murrel,
Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Pinchback, Poin-
dexter, Pollard, Eeiigan, Eeese, Eiard,
Thibaut, Tinchant, Twitchell, Valfroit,

Vidal, Wickhffe, Williams, Wilson— 48
ayes.

Nays : Baker, Blackburn, Bonnefoi,
Brown, Butler, Cooley, Crane, Crawford,
Deariug, Esnard, Fergiison, Massicot,
Smith, Steele, Vandergriff, Waples — 16
nays.

Mr. Cromwell moved that the Sergeant-

at-Arms be ordered to compel the attend-

ance of absent members, and was second-

ed by the delegates, and the Sergeant-at-

Arms was so ordered. Pending the execu-

tion of the order the proceedings of the

Convention were suspended.

Mr. Waples raised the point of order that

the order to compel the attendance of ab-

sent members did not necessarily suspend

the proceedings of the Convention.

The Chair decided adversely.

Mr. Waples appealed.

The Chair was not sustained.

Mr. Blackburn recorded the reasons for

his vote.

Articles 100, 101, 102, 103, 104, 105, 106,

and 107 were adopted as follows—the fol-

lowing amendment of the committee to

article 103, being laid on the table:

Article 103—To strike out all after the
word "law," 4tli line.

Eecommended by the
Committee.

Messrs. Baker and J. W, Blackbiu'n

recorded the following reasons for their

votes

:

99th article

:

I vote no, because the article as pro-
dosed contains several lines which I con-
sider unnecessary, the same substance be-

ing contained in an oath to support the
Constitution of the United States and of

this State. L. W. Baker.

99th article:

I vote no on the form of this oath for

the reason that I consider it as irritating

in verbiage while nothing is gained in jsrin-

ciple. W. Jasper Blackburn,
Art. 100. Treason against the State

shall consist only in le-vying war against

it, or in adhering to its enemies—giving

them aid and comfort. No person shall
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be convicted of treason except on tlie tes-

timouy of two witnesses to the same
overt act, or on liis confession in open
cour,t.

Art. 101. All penalties shall be propor-
tioned to the nattu'e of the oifense.

Art. 102. The privilege of free suffrage
shaU be supported by laws regulating
elections, and prohibiting under adequate
penalties, all undue influence thereon from
l^ower, bribery, tumult or other improper
practice,

Akt. 103. No money shall be drawn
from the treasury but in pursuance of spe-
ciiic appropriations made by law. A state-

ment and account of receipts and expendi-
tures of all public moneys shall be made
annually, in such manner as shall be pre-
scribed by law; and the first Legislature
convening under this Constitution shall

make a special appropriation to liquidate
whatever portion of the debt of this Con-
vention may at that time remain unpaid or
unprovided for.

Abt. 104. All civil officers of the State at

large shall be voters of, and reside within
the State; and all district or parish officers

shall reside within their respective districts

or parishes, and shall keep their offices at

such place therein as may be required by
law.

Art. 105. AU civil offiers shall be remov-
able by an address of two -thirds of the
members elect to each House of the Gen-
eral Assembly, except those whose removal
is otherwise provided for by this Constitu-
tion.

Art. 106. In all elections by the people
the vote shall be taken by ballot; and in aU
elections by the Senate and House of Ile-

l^resentatives, jointly or separately, the vote I

shall be given viva voce.
|

Art. 107. None but citizens of the
United States and of this State shall be

|

appointed to any office of trust or profit
in this State.

j

The following amendments to article

,

108, T.era adopted:

Article 108—To strike out, 2d line, the
word "written."
Recommended by the

Committee.
To strike out, 3d line, the words "and

conducted," and insert after the word "pro-
mulgated," the word "and."
Recommended by the

CoMMrrrEE,
Article 108—To add to the article, the

words "and no law shall require judicial
l^rocesg to be issued in any other than the
English language."
Recommended by the

Committee,

Article 108, as amended, was adopted aa

follows

:

AiiT. 108. The laws, piiblic records, and
the judicial and legislative proceedings of
the State shall lie promu];,'ated, and pre-
served in the English language, and no law
shall require judicial process to be issued
in any other than the English language.

Article 109 was stricken oat.

The following amendment to article 110

was adopted:

Article 110—To strike out, 4th line, the
word "previously."
Recommended by the

Committee.

The article, as amended , was adopted as

follows

:

Art. 110. No expostfacto or retroactive
law, nor any law impairing the obligation
of contracts, shall be passed ; nor vested
rights be divested, unless for purposes of
public utility and for adequate compensa-
tion made.

The following amendment to article 111

was adopted:

Article 111—To strike out, 7th line, after
the word "irrepealable, " the word "unless,'*

and insert the word "until."

To strike out the letter "s" in "contains,"
8th line.

Recommended by the
Committee.

Article 111, as amended, was adopted, as

follows

:

Art. 111. Whenever the General Assem-
bly shall contract a debt exceeding in.

amount the sum of one hundred thousand
dollars, unless in case of war, to repel inva-
sion or supi:)ress insurrection, it shall in the
law creating tlie debt, provide adequate
ways and means for tlie payment of the cur-
rent interest and of the principal when the
same shall become due, and the said law
shall be irrepealable until principal and
interest be fully paid, or unless the I'epeal-

ing law contain some adecjuate provision
for the payment of the ijrincipal and inte-
rest of the debt.

Articles 112 and 113 were adopted, as fol-

lows :

Art. 112. The General Assembly shall
provide by law for all change of venue iu
civil and criminal cases.

Art. 113. The General Assembly may
enact general laws regulating the adoption,
of children, emancipation of minors and
the granting of divorces; but no special
law shall be passed relating to particular or
individual cases.
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The following amendments to article 114

"were adopted.

Article 114—To strike out tlie Avords

''passed by the General Assembly."
And to strike out, 2d line, the words

"shall embrace but one object and that

shall be expressed by the title," and insert

the words "shall express its object or ob-
jects in its title," so that the article shall

read "Every law shall express its object or
objects in its title."

Kecommended by the
Committee.

Article 114, as amended, was adopted, as

follows

:

Article 114—Every law shall express its

object or objects in its title.

Articles 115, 116, and 117 were adopted

as follows

:

Akt. 115. No law shall be revived or
amended by reference to its title; but in
such case the revived or amended section
shall be re-enacted and published at length.

Art. 116. The General Assembly shall

never adopt any sj'stem or code of laws by
general reference to such system or code of

laws; but in all cases shall specify the sev-

eral provisions of the law it may enact.

Ajrt. 117. No i^erson shall hold or exer-

cise, at the same time, more than one
office of trust or profit, except that of

justice of the j^eace or notary pubHc.

The following amendments to article 118

"were rejected:

Article 118—To strike out all from the
•word "and," 9th line, to the word "sales,"

11th line, inclusive.

Kecommended by the
Committee.

To strike out, 13th line, all after the word
"purposes," and insert the following: "But
no property shall be taxed more than two
per cent, per annum, upon its assessed
value, and no poll tax shall exceed one dol-

lar and fifty cents per annum."
Recommended by the

Committee.

Mr. Cromwell moved to amend, by strik-

• ing out all after the word "sales," 11th

line.

Laid on the table.

Mr. Meadows moved to amend by strik-

ing out, in the 14th line, the words "and
fifty cents."

Laid on the table.

Article 118 was adopted, as follows:

Art. 118. Taxation shall be equal and
Uniform throughout the State ; all proper-

ty shall be taxed in proportion to its value,
to be ascertained as directed hj law ; the
General Assembly shall have power to
exempt from taxation property actually
used for church, school or charitable pur-
poses. The General Assembly may levy
an income tax upon all i^ersons pursuing
any occupation, trade or calling. And all

such persons shall ol^tain a license, as pro-
\dded by law. All tax ©n income shall be
p7'o rata on the amount of income, or
business done. And all deeds of sale

made or that may be made by collectors of
taxes, shall be received by courts in evidence
as prima facie valid sales. The General As-
sembly shall levy a poll tax on all male in-

habitants of this State, over twenty-one
years old, for school and charitable pur-
poses, which tax shall never exceed one
dollar and fifty cents j)er annum.

Article 119 was stricken out, as recom-

mended by the Committee on Revision.

Articles 120, 121, 122 and 123 were
adopted, as follows:

Art. 120. No liabihty, either State, pa-
rochial or municii3al, shall exist for any
debts contracted for, or in the interest of
the rebellion against the United States
Government.

Art. 121. The General Assembly may
determine the mode of filling vacancies in
all offices for which provision is not made in
this Constitution.

Art. 122. The General Assembly shall

pass no law requiring a property quaifica-

tion for office.

Art. 123. All officers shall continue to

discharge the duties of their offices until

their successors shall have been inducted
into office ; except in cases of impeachment
or suspension.

The following amendments to article 124,

recommended by the Committee, were re-

jected:

Article 124—To strike out the entire

article, and insert the following: "No tacit

mortgages, except those now in existence,

shall ever be enforced or recognized in this

j

State."
R. Waples,
P. B. S. PiNCHBAOK,
W. H. Cooley,
J. G. Taliaterro.

Article 124—If the above substitute is not
adojDted, we recommend to strike out, 3d
Une, the words "and for the registration of

the same," and to strike out, 3d line, the
words, "or privilege," and to strike out,

6th line, the words "and privileges," and
to add, 8th line, the word "five," and to

I
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strike out, loth line, the -words "aud priv-

ileges."

E. Waples,
W. H. CoOIiEY,

J. G. TAIilAFERRO,
P. B. S. PlNCHBACK.

The following amendment was adopted:

To add, 2d line, the vrords "dotal and,"
before "paraphernal."
Recommended by the

CoMlNnTTEE.

Article 124, as amended, was adopted, as

follows

:

Akt. 124. The General Assembly shall

proride for the protection of the rights of

married Avomeu to their dotal and para-

phernal property for the registration of the

same; but no mortgage or privilege shall

hereafter atfect third parties iinless record-

ed in the parish where the property to be
affected is situated. The tacit mortgages
and i^rivileges now existing in this State

shall cease to have eft'ect against third per-

sons after the first day of January, eigh-

teen hundred and seventy, unless duly re

corded. The General Assembly shall pro-

vide by law for the registration of all mort-
gages and privileges.

The following amendment to article 125

was adopted

:

Art. 125. To add to the article, the words
"residing in the State."
Recommended by the

Committee.

Article 125, as amended, was adopted as

follows

:

Art. 125. The General Assembly, at its

first session under this Constitution, shall

provide an annual pension for the veterans

of 1814 and 1815, residing in the State.

Article 12G was stricken out, as recom-

mended by Mr. Crane, of the committee.

Ai'ticle 127 was adopted as follows:

Art. 127. The military shall be in sub-
ordination to the ciril power.

The following amendment to, and propo-

sition to strike out article 128, were re-

jected:

Article 128—To substitute for the entire

ai'ticle the following:
"It shall be the duty of the General As-

sembly to provide for the support of all

paupers residing within the State."

R. Waples.

Article 128—To strike out the entire arti-

cle. W. H. CooiiET,

J. G. Taliaferro,
W. E. Crane,
P. B. S. PlNCHBACK.

Mr. Schwab moved to amend by adding

at the end of the article

:

And aU unsettled judgments rendered
shall be opened by the courts for ;n:|uiry,

without reference to the time rendered,

whether the consideration thereof were
Confederate money, such judgment shall be
null and void.

Laid on the table.

Articles 128 and 129 were adopted, as fol-

lows :

Art. 128. It shall be the duty of the
General Assembly to make it obligatory

upon each parish to support all paupers
residing -R-ithin its limits.

Art. 129. All agreements, the considera-

tion of which was Confederate money, notes
or bonds, are null and void ; and shall not
be enforced by the courts of this State.

The follo^ring amendment to article 130

wa.s adopted:

Article 13')—To strike out, 1st line, the

words "still unexecuted."
E. Waple.s,
P. B. S. PlNCHBAB,
J. G. Taliaferro.

Article 130, as amended, was adopted, as

follows

:

Art. 130. Contracts for the sale of per-

sons are null and void; and shall not be en-

forced by the courts of this State.

Mr. Belden moved to adopt the foUovring

as an additional article of the Constitution:

The Legislature shall pass a general

homestead exemj)tion law; Provided, The
property exempted from seizure and sale

shall not exceed in value the sum of two
thousand dollars.

Mr. Crane moved to amend by striking

out "82000," and inserting "8120,000."

The amendment was rejected.

The motion of Mr. Belden was laid on

the table.

Article 131 was adopted as follows:

Art. 131. The State of Louisiana shall

never assume, nor pay any debt or obliga-

tion contracted, or incurred in aid of the

rebellion ; nor shall this State ever in any
manner claim from the United States, or

make any allowance or compensation for

slaves emancipated or Uberated in any way
whatever.

Mr. Meadows moved to adopt the follow-

ing as an additional article of the Consti-

tion:

Art. — . All contracts made and entered

into under the i^retended authority of any
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.governments heretofore existing in this

^tate, by which children were bound out
"without the knowledge or consent of their

parents, are hereby declared null and void;

nor shall any child be bound out to any
one for any term of years, while either one
of its parents live, without the consent of

-such parent, except in cases of children
legally sent to the House of Correction.

Mr. Burrel moved to lay the article on

4iie table.

Lost—ayes 9, nays 48- as follows:

Yeas; Antoine, Cooley, Cuney, Jones,
IVIcLeran, Beese, Ptiard, Thibaut, Waiales

—

9 yeas.

Nays : Baker, Belden, Bertonneau,
Blackburn, Blandin, Brown, Burrel, But-
ler, Crane, Crawford, Cromwell, Depasseau,
Puparte G., Dupart U., Esnard, Francois,
Oardiner, Guichard, Harper, Harris, Isa-

beUe R. H. , Isabelle Thos. , Jackson, Kelso,
Landers, Lange, Lewis R. , Martin, Massi-
cot, Meadows, Morris, Moses, Mushaway,
•Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Pinchback. Pol-
lard, Riggs, Schwab, Snaer, Twitchell. Val-
ioit, Vandergriflf, Vidal, Wickliffe, Wil-
liams, Wilson—48 nays.

The article, as follows, was adopted:

Akt. 132. All contracts made and entered
into under the pretended authority of any
..governments heretofore existing in this

State, by which children were bound out
without the knowledge or consent of their

parents, are hereby declared null and void;
nor shall any child be bound out to any one
for any term of years, while either one of its

parents live, without the consent of such
parent, except in cases of children legally

.sent to the House of Correction.

The Convention adjourned until to-mor-

row at 10 o'clock A. M.

A true copy :

WM. VIGERS, Secretary.

SEVENTY-FIFTH DAY.
New Orleans, Saturday, Feb. 29, 1868.

The Convention mot pursuant to adjourn-

ment, and was called to order by the Presi-

dent at 10 o'clock A. M.

The following members answered to their

aames:

J. G. Taliaferro, President; Messrs. An-
toine, Baker, Belden, Bertonneau, Black-
l>urn, Blandin, Burrel, Butler, Cooley,
Orane, Cromwell, Cuney, Bearing, De-
passeau, P. G. Deslonde, Donato, Dou.glas,

41. Duparte, U. Dupart, Duj^lessis, Fran-
cois, Harris, Harx'ison, Ingraham, R. H.
^Xsabelle, Thos. Isabelle, Jones, Kelso,

I

Landers, Lange, Leroy, R. Lewis, Martin,

j

Massicot, Meadows, McLeran, Moses, Oli-

1

ver, Packard, Pierce, Poindexter, Pollard,
Reese, Riard, Riggs, Roberts, Rodriguez,

' Schwab, Smith, Snaer, Thibaut, Twitchell,

j

Underwood, Valt'roit, Vondergritf, Vidal,

:Waple.s, Wickliffe, WiUiams, Walson—61
, members present.

I

The minutes were read and adopted, with

i

a correction in the wording of the question

of order raised by Mr. Waples.

originaij resolutions.

By Mr. Underwood

:

Resolved, That Mr. Thomas B. Waters,
formerly Assistant Secretary, return to the
Warrant Clerk of the Convention the war-
rants issued to him for j9e;* diem, from the
first day of February to the 18th of Feb-
ruary, 1868.

Lies over.

By Mr. Wickliffe:

Resolved, That the Committee on Print-
ing be authorized and instructed to have
published in pamphlet form ten thousand
copies of the Constitution, after being
adopted as a whole, and that they be au-

thorized to have said work done where it

can be executed in the most workmanlike
manner, in the shortest time, and at the
lowest price.

Lies over.

Resolved, That the Constitution, 'after its

adoption as a whole, be published in three
regular issues up to the time of the general
election for the ratification of the same, in

the New Orleans Republican, New Orleans
Advocate and Homer Iliad.

Lies over.

By Mr. R. H. Isabelle.

Whereas, The present existing laws in
this State provide for heavy bonds or secu-
rities to be furnished by office-holders of

several State, parish or municipal offices,

both elective and appointive; and
Whereas, It is evidently true that the

larger portion of real estate in this State is

owned by persons who are opposed to the
reconstruction of Louisiana on loyal basis;

and
Whereas, It may be difficult for the

first loyal officers elected or aj^pointed

under this Constitution, to furnish such
heavy bonds or securities ; therefore, we
do adopt the folloAving

ordinance.

To suspend 50 per cent, of the amount
of lands or securities presci'ibed under the
present existing laws of this State.

Section 1. Be it ordained by the Consti-

tutional Conventio)i of the State of Louisiana
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assembled, That fifty per cent, of the
amount of bonds or securities p^a required
for the State, parish, and municipal officers,

in this State, be and is hereby suspended
daring the first term for which ofiicers are

elected or appointed under this Constitu-

tion.

Sec. 2. Be it furtlicr ordained, That
so much of any law that may exist as to re-

quire bonds or securities of any of the
above mentioned officers to be furnished by
jjersons owning property within that any
of said officers may be elected or appointed.
Is also suspended during the term as men-
tioned in the foregoing section; so as to

allow bonds or securities to be furnished by
persons owning j^roperty within any part of

this State; Provided, That the first General
Assembly elected under this Constitution,
may annul or alter tliis ordinance at any
time.

Lies over.

By Mr. Blackburn:

Resolved, That the patriotic and loyal ma-
jority in the Congress of the United States,as

headed by Gen. Grant and Secretary Stan-

ton, deserve and will receive the approba-
tion and co-operation of all who wish to see

the wheels of government relieved from
charges of treason.

Lies over.

By Mr. Blackburn

:

Resolved, That the Secretiiry of this Con-
vention be allowed extra compensation to

the amount of $500, as a compliment for

the faithful, prompt, and efficient manner in

which he has discharged his ofiicial duty
;

and that the Warrant Clerk be and is

hereby authorized to issue warrants accord-
ingly-

Mr Cooley moved to suspend the rules to

place the resolution upon its passage.

The rules were suspended, and the reso-

lution was adopted.

Mr. O. H. Hempstead moved that an

extra compensation of .^200 be allowed the

Minute Clerk, the "Warrant Clerk and the

clerks of the Committees on Printing, En-
rollment and Contingent Expenses, for

the faithful manner in which they have

performed their duties during the session

of this Convention.

Lies over.

Mr. Balden called to the chair.

"UNFINISHED BUSINESS.

Mr. Brown moved to take from the table

the motion to reconsider the vote upon the

adoption of article 98.

Mr. Underwood moved to indefinitely

postpone the motion to take from the table.

Lost—ayes .31, nays 33—as follows:

Yeas: Blackburn, Barrel, Butler, Crom-
well, Dujjart U., Francois, Gardiner, Har-
ris, Hemjjstead, Jackson, Jones, Lange, Le-
roy, Massicot, Meadows, Morris, Moses,
Newsham, Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Poin-
dexter, Pollard, Reagan, Riggs, Valfroit,

Vidal, Waples, Wicklifie, Wdliams, Wil-
son—31 yeas.

Nays: Antoine, Belden, Bertonneau,Blan-
din, Bonseigneur, Bonnefoi, Brown, Cooley,
Crane,Crawford,Cnney, Dearing, Depasseau,
Donato, Douglas, Duparte G. , Duplessis, Es-
nard, Harrison, Isabelle T., Kelso, Martin,
Mushaway, Myers, Pinchback, Riard, Ro-
berts, Smith, Snaer, Steele, Thibaut, Tin-
chant, Vandergriff—33 nays.

The motion to take from the table was
lost—ayes 34, nays 36—as follows:

Ayes: Antoine, Belden, Bertonneau,
Blandin, Bonseigneui*, Bonnefoi, Brown,
Butler, Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Cuney, De-
passeau, Donato, Douglas, G. Duparte, Du-
plessis, Esnard, Ferguson, Harrison, T.
Isabelle, Kelso, Martin, Mushaway, Myers,
Pinchback, Riard, Roberts, Smith, Snaer,
Steele, Thibaut, Tinchant, Vandergriff—34
ayes.

Nays: Blackburn, Burrel, Cromwell, U.
Dupart, Francois, Gardiner, Harper, Har-
ris, Hempstead, Ingraham, R. H. Isabelle,

J.ackson, Jones, Lange, Leroy, Massicot,
Meadows, Morris, Moses, Newsham, Oliver,

Packard, Pierce, Poindexter, Pollard, Rea-
gan, Reese, Riggs, Twitchell, Underwood,
Valfroit, Vidal, Waples, Wickliffe, Wil-
liams, Wilson—36 nays.

Mr Jones called to the chair.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS.

Mr. Belden recorded the following

reasons for his vote

:

I am opposed to the substitute to article

ninety-eight, offered by the delegate from-
Orleans, Mr. Waples, for the following
reasons :

I think it is wi'ong to make no dis-

crimination between the man who for

years labored for a dissolution of the
Union, and the man who always favored
a Union of the States, and only ceased to
advocate the same when driven to a dif-

ferent course, by irresistible and over-
powering force. This article has the
efiect of disfranchising men who opposed
to the last extremity, secession and war

;

while it leaves as voters and office-hold-

ers the very men who plunged the State
into war, and brought desolation and rain

, on the fairest j)ortion of the United States.
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Therefore, I am in favor of disfrancliis-

1

ing tlie politiciil adventurers, and office-

'

holders, who led the State into secession
j

and war, and none others. The time to

:

judge of the guilt of men, is just before

the war commenced, and not after the

country was in an actual state of war. The
j

politician, statesman and offiee-hokler, who I

quietly closeted himself at a time when i

the people were quiet, happy and prosper-

1

ous, and cooly meditate war, and conse-

1

quent desolation, is a monster who should
t

never be allowed again to participate in the
councils of his country.
But while it is right to forever disfran-

chise the men who led the country into

war, it is wrong to disfranchise men who
were driven into rebel armies by the most
reckless and relentless despotism that ap-

jDears in the annals of histoiy.

I am therefore opposed to the article, be-

cause in its effects it disfranchises men
who Avere not the authors of the late war,

while it does not touch the politicians and
office-holders, who are the authors of all

GUI' trouble. They are again turned loose

upon the political world, because they were
too depraved to light in a war of their own
creation, and the men are alone disfran-

chised Avho opposed secession, and were
driven into the rebellious armies by those
political tjTants who are now free.

Article 132 being under consideration,

Mr. Waples moved that the Conveatiou

proceed to select the location of the Capi-

tol of the State by ballot.

Laid on the table.

Mr. Crane moved to adojit the following

recommendation of members of the Com-
mittee on Revision

:

Article 132—To strike out the words
"Baton Rouge," and insert the words
"New Orleans."

R. Waples,
J. G. Tax,iaj?erko,

W. R. Ckane.

Mr. Underwood moved to lay the motion

of Mr. Crane on the table.

Lost—ayes 41, nays 27—as follows:

Yeas: Bertonneau, Blandin, Bonseigneur,
Burrel, Butler, Crane, Cromwell, Depas-
seau, Donato, Douglas, G. Dujiarte, Du-
plessis, Esnard, Ferguson, Harris, Hemp-
stead, Ingraham, R. H. Isabelle, Thos.
IsabeUe, Jackson, Jones, Landers, Lange.
Leroy, Martin, Massicot, Morris, Musha-
way, Packard, Pollard, Riard, Riggs,
Roberts, Rodriguez, Smith, Snaer, Steele,

Valfroit, Vandergriff, Waj^les, Wickliffe
Wilson—41.

Nays: Antoine, Baker, Belden, Bonne-

foi. Brown, Cooley, Crawford, Cuney,
Dearing, P. G. Deslonde, U. Uujiart, Fran-
cois, Harper, Hai-rison, Kelso, R. Lewis,
Moses, Myers, Oliver, Pierce, Pinchback,
Poindexter, Reagan, Reese, Thibaut, Un-
derwood, Vidal, Williams—27.

The motion of Mr. Crane prevailed.

Article 132, as amended, was adojjted, as

folloM's

:

Aet. 132. The seat of government shall

be established at the city of New Orleans,
and shaU not be removed without the con-
sent of two-thirds of the members of both
Houses of the General Assembly.

Mr. Lange moved to reconsider the last

vote.

Mr. Blandin moved to lay the motion to

reconsider on the table.

Adopted.

Mr. Underwood moved to take from the

table the motion to reconsider.

The Chair decided the motion not in

order.

Mr. Underwood ajjpealed.

The Chair was sustained.

Mr. Wickliffe moved to adoijt the fol-

lowing as an article of the Constitution

:

Akt. —. All lands sold in pursuance of
decrees of courts shall be divided into tracts

of from ten to fifty acres. No individual,

company or corporation shall be allowed to

l^urchase more than one hundred and fifty

acres at such sale.

Mr. Waples asked that the question be

divided so as to take the vote upon the

first and second clauses of the i^roposed

article separately.

The first clause, as follows, was adopted :

Art. — . All land sold in pursuance of
decrees of courts shall be divided into
tracts of from ten to fifty acres.

Ayes 42, nays 11, as foUo\<s :

Ayes : Antoine, Bertonneau, Blandin,
Bun-el, Butler, Cooley, Crane, Cromwell,
Cuney. Depasseau, P. G. Deslonde, G.
Duparte, U. Dupart, Duplessis, Esnard,
Harris, Ingraham, R. H. Isabelle, Jackson,
Jones, Lange, Martin, McLeran, Morris,
Moses, Myers, Oliver, Packard, Pierce,

Pinchback, Poindexter, Pollard, Riard,
Smith, Snaer, Thibaut, Valfroit, Vander-
griff, Vidal, Waples, Wickhffe, WiUiams,
Wilson—42 ayes.

Nays : Bonnefoi, Crawfoi'd, Dearing,
Thomas Isabelle, Kelso, Leroy, Richard
Lewis, Reese, Snider, Steele, Tmtchell

—

11 nays.
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The second clause was rejected as foUoavs :

No individual company or corporation

shall be allowed to purchase more thou one
hundred and fifty acres at such sale.

Ayes 16, nays 39,>s follows:

Ayes: Antoine, Cromwell, Cuney, Fran-
cois, Harris, Jackson, Landers, Lange,
Newsham, Oliver, Pierce, Poiudexter, Pol-

lard, Eeese, Wickliffe, Williams—16 ayes.

Nays: Bertouneau, Blandin, Bonnefoi,

Biu-rel, Butler, Cooley, Crane, Crawford,
Dearing, Deioasseau, Deslonde P. G., Du-
parte G., Dupart U., Duplessis, Esnard, In-

graham, IsabellePi. H.,IsabeUeThos., Jones,
Kelso, Leroy, Lewis R. , McLeran, Morris,

Moses, Myers, Packard, Pinchback, Riard, i

Riggs, Rodriguez, Smith, Snaer, Steele,

Thibaut, T^vitchell, Vandergriflf, Waples
Wilson—39 nays.

Mr, Moses moved to reconsider the last

vote. Laid on the table.

Mr. Crawford moved to adopt the follow-

ing as an additional article of the Constitu-

tion:

Art. —. No member of this Convention
shall be eligible to any office of profit or

honor in this State for one year after the
Constitution shall go into effect.

Laid on the table.

Mr. Cooley moved to adopt the following

article, recommended by the Committee, as

an additional article of the Constitution

:

Aet. — . No judicial jDowers shall be exer-

cised by clerks of courts.

Mr. Wickliffe moved to amend by add-

ing "except in the parish of Orleans."

The amendment was rejected, and the

article as proposed was adopted,

Mr. Isabelle moved to adopt the follow-

ing as an additional article of the Con-

stitution :

Art. —. No soldier, sailor or marine in

the military or naval service of the United
States, shall hereafter acquire a residence
in this State by reason of being stationed

or doing duty in the same. Adopted,

Title YI was adopted as a whole.

Mr. Packard was called to the chair.

Mr. Crane moved to adopt the following

recommendation

:

We recommend to strike out title VII,
and article 133.

J. G. TAIilAFERRO,
R. Waples,
W. R. Crane,
W. H. Cooley,
P. B. S. Pinchback.

Laid on the table.

The following recommendations of the

Committee were adopted:

Article 133—If the article is adopted, we
recommend to strike out, 10th line, the
words "the same report upon," and 10th
line, the words "in progress;" it will then
read, "he shall communicate to the General
Assembly, throiigh the Gonvernor, annually,

his views concerning the condition of the
pubHc works, recommend such measures as
in his opinion the pubHc interest of the
State may require, and shall perform, etc.

,

etc;"

And in the 20th line to strike out the
word "their," and insert the word "in-
ternal;"

And substitute the word "improvements"
for the word "improvement;"
And insert, after it, the words "in their

respective districts."

It will then read, "to tax themselves for

internal improvements in their respective

districts;"

And to strike out, 22d Hne, the words
"have power to;"

And to strike out, 28th and 29th lines,

the words "the general laws of the State,"

and insert the words "the general system,

of internal inprovements adopted by the
State;"

And to strike out, 32dline, the words "or
otherwise."
Recommended by the

Committee.

Mr. Crawford moved to amend by strik-

ing out, in the second and third lines, the

words "skilled in the theory and practice of

his profession."

Laid on the table.

Mr. Cromwell moved to amend by strik-

ing out ' 'apppointed by the Governor by
and with the consent of Senate and House
of the General Assembly,"

Laid on the table.

Article 133, as amended, was adopted, as

follows:

TITLE vn

—

internal impovements.

Art. 133. There* shall be elected by the
qualified electors, a State Engineer, skilled

in the theory and practice of his profession,

who shall hold his office at the seat of gov-
ernment for the term of four years. He
shah, have the su])erintendence and direction

of aU public Avorks in which the State may
be interested, except those made by joint

stock companies or such as maj be under
the parochial or city authorities exclusively

and not in conflict with the general laws
of the State. He shall communicate
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to tlie General Assembly, through the Gov-
]

ernor, auuually, his views eoncevniug the
condition of the public -svorks, recommend
such measures as in his opinion the j)ublic

interest of the State may require, and shall

perform such other duties as may be pre-

scribed by law. His salary shall be five thou-

sand dollars i^er annum, until otherwise pro-

vided by law. The mode of election, number
and salary of his assistants shall be fixed

by law. The State Engineer and assistants

shall give bonds for the performance of

their duties as shall be prescribed by law.

The General Assembly may create inter-

nal improvement districts, composed of one
or more parishes, and may grant a right to

the citizens thereof to tax themselves for

internal improvements in their respective

districts. Said internal improvement dis-

tricts, when created, shall have the right to

select commissioners, appoint officers, fix

their pay, regulate all matters relative to

the improvements of their districts, pro-

vided such improvements shall not conflict

with the general system of internal im-
provements adojited by the State.

The General Assembly may grant aid to

said districts out of the funds arising from
the swamp and overflowed lands, granted
to the State by the United States for that

pui^pose.

The General Assembly shall have the
right of abolishing the office of State En-
gineer, by a majority vote of all the mem-
bers elected to each branch, and of substi-

tuting a board of public works in lieu

thereof, should they deem it necessary.

The following amendment to article 134

was laid on the table

:

Article 134—To strike out the entire arti-

cle, and insert article one hundred
and thirty-six of the majority report, as

follows

:

"It shall be the duty of the General As-
sembly to make provision for the education
of all the youths in the State between the

ages of six and eighteen years, without
prejudice or partiality to any one."

W. H. COOLEY,
T. S. Crawford.

The following amendments were adopted

:

If the article stands as adopted, to strike

out, 3d line, the word "their," and insert

the word "its."

Kecommended by the
Committee.

To strike out, 9th line, before the word
"race," the word "exclusive," and insert

after the word "established" the word "ex-
clusively."

Recommended by the

Committee.

The following amendment was laid on the

table

:

Article 134 — To strike out, first and
second lines, the words "at least one
free jjublic school in every parish," and
insert the words " a system of free pub-
lic schools throughout the State."

W. H. COOLET,
P. B. S. PiNCHBACK,
T. S, Crawford,

Mr. Packard was called to the chair.

Article 134, as amended, was adopted, as

follows :

title vm—PtJBIilC EDUCATION.

Art 134. The General Assembly shaU
establish at least one free public school in

every parish throughout the State, and
shall provide for its support by taxation or
otherwise. All children of this State, be-
tween the ages of six (6) and twenty-one

(21) shall be admitted to the public schools

or other institutions of learning sustained
or established by the State, in common,
without distinction of race, color or previ-

ous condition. There shall be no separate
schools or institutions of learning estab-

lished exchisively for any race by the State

of Louisiana.

Article 135 was adopted, as foUows

:

Art. 135. No municipal corporation shall

make any rules or regulations contrary to

the spirit and intention of article 134.

The following amendments to article 136

were laid on the table

:

Article 136—To strike out the entire

article.

"W. H. CoOLEY,
T. S. Crawford.

If the article is adopted, we propose to

strike out, 1st and 2d lines, the words
"elected by the qualified voters of this

State," and insert the words "appointed by
the Governor."

W. H. CoOLEY,
R. Waples,
T. S. Crawford.

To strike oiit all after the word "law,"

4th line.

Recommended by the
Committee.

Mr. Wicklifife moved to amend by strik-

ing out the words "and salary," in the

third line, and add at the end, ' 'he shall re-

ceive a salary of $5000 per annum, payable

quarterly on his own warrant."

Mr. Smith moved to lay the amendment

on the table.

Lost.
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Tlie amendment was adopted—ayes 35,

nays 22—as follows:

Yeas: Autoine, Belden, Bertouneau,
Brown, Burrel, Cromwell, Douglas, U. Du-
part,

,
Francois, Gardiner, Thos. Isabelle,

Jackson, Jones, Kelso, Lango, Leroy, R.

Lewis, Martin, McLeran, Morris, Moses,

Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Pinchback, Pol-

lard, Snaer, Steele, Tinchant, Underwood,
Valfroit, Vidal, WickUlie, Williams, Wil-

son—35 yeas.

Nays: Blandin, Butler, Cooley, Crane,

Crawford, Depasseau, P. G. Deslonde,
Donato, G. Duparte, Duplessis, Fuller,

Harrison, R. H. Isabelle, Mushaway,
Myers, Riard, Riggs, Rodriguez, Smitia,

Thibaut, Vadergriff, Waples—22 nays.

Article 136, as amended, was adoj)ted, as

follows :

Akt. 136. There stall be elected by the

qualified voters of this State a Superintend-

ent of Public Education, who shall hold
his office for four years. His duties shall

be prescribed by law and he shall have
the supervision and the general control

of all public schools throughout the State.

He shall receive a salary of five thousand
dollars per annum, j)ayable quarterly, on
his own warrant.

The following recommendation was laid

on the table :

Article 137— to strike out the entire

article.

W. H. Cooley,
W. R. Crane.

Article 137 was adoisted, as foUows :

Art. 137. The general exercises in the
public schools shaU be conducted in the

English language.

The following recommendation of the

Committee was adopted:

Article 138—To strike out the entire arti-

cle, and substitute article 137 of the ma-
jority report.

Recommended by the
Committee.

Article 137, majority report, as follows,

was adopted in lieu of article 138:

Art. 138. The proceeds of all lands
heretofore gi-anted by the United States

for the use and support of public schools,

and of all lands or other property which
may hereafter be bequeathed for that pur-
pose, and of all lands which may be granted
or bequeathed to the State and not granted
or bequeathed expressly for any other pur-
pose, which may hereafter be disposed of

by the State, and the proceeds of all

estates of deceased persons to which the
State may be entitled by law, shall be held

by the State as a loan, and shall be and re-

main a perpetual fund on which the State
shall x^ay an annual interest of six per
cent., which interest, with the interest of

the trust fund deposited with this tftate by
the United States, under the act of Con-
gress, ajiproved June 23, 1836, and the rent
of the unsold lauds, shall be appropriated
to the support of such schools, and this ap-
jjropriatiou shall remain inviolable.

The following recommendation of the

Committee was adopted:

Article 139—To strike out the entire
article, as its substantial provisions are all

expressed in article one hundred and
thirty-seven, majority report, as previously
recommended by the Committee.
Recommended by the

Committee.

Mr. Twitchell moved to adopt the fol-

lowing, as an additional article of the Con-

stitution :

Art. — . All children of the State, be-
tween the ages of 6 and 21, not residing
within a convenient distance of any estab-
lished public school, shall di-aw their pro-
portion of the public school fund.

It was laid on the table.

The following recommendation of the

committee was adopted

:

Article 140—To strike out all after the
word "whatever," in the 3d line.

Recommended by the
Committee.

Article 140, as amended, was adopted, as

follows:

Art. 140. No appropriation shall be
made by the General Assembly for the sup-
port of any private school, or any private
institution of learning whatever.

Mr. Wiekliife moved to adopt the follow-

ing as an additional article of the Constitu-

tion :

Art. — . One-half of the funds derived
from tbe poll tax herein provided for, shall

be appropriated exclusively to the support
of the free public schools, throughout the
State, and the University of New Orleans.

Adopted.

The following recommendation of the

committee was rejected:

Article 141—To strike out the entire
article.

Recommended by the
Committee.

Mr. Wickliffe moved to amend article

141 by striking out all after the word ' 'title,

"

in the eleventh Line.



270 JOURNAL OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION.

Adopted.

Mr. Piuchback moved that the Secretary

"be instructed to insert the words "General

Assembly" in the place of the word "Legis-

lature," wherever it occurs in the Constitu-

tion.

Adopted.

Mr. Waples moved to amend article 141

by striking out the second sentence, and in-

serting the following:

It shall be composed of a law, a medical,
and a collegiate department, each with ap-
l^ropriate faculties.

Adopted.

Article 141, as amended, was adopted, as

follows :

Art. 141. A University shall be estab-

lished and maintained in the city of NeAV
Orleans. It shall be composed of a law, a

medical, and a collegiate department,
each with appropropriate facilities. The
General Assembly shall provide by law
for its organization and maintenance;
Provided, That all departments of

this institution of learning shall be
oiJened in common to all students
capable of matriculating. No rules or
regulations shall be made by the trustees,

faculties, or other officers of said institu-

tion of learning, nor shall any laws be
made by the Legislature violating the
letter or spirit of the articles under this

title.

Article 142 was adopted, as follows :

Art. 142. Institutions for the support
of the insane, the education and support
of the blind and the deaf and dumb, shall

always be fostered by the State, and be
subject to such regulations as may be pre-

scribed by the General Assembly.

Title VIII was adopted as a whole,

Mr. Waj)les moved to reconsider the vote

npon the adoption of article 133 and title

VII.

The motion to reconsider prevailed.

Mr. Pinchback moved to strike out title

Vn, and article 133.

Adojited—ayes 40, nays 13—as follows

:

Yeas: Antoine, Belden, Bertonneau,
Blandin, Bonnefoi, Cooley, Crane, Craw-
ford, Cromwell, Cuney, Dearing Depasseau,
P. G. Deslonde, Douglas, U. Dupart, Du-
plessis, Esnard, Harrison, Ingraham, K.
H. IsabeUe, Thos. Isabelle, R. Lewis, Mar-
tin, Massicot, Mushaway, Myers, Pinch

-

back, Poindexter, Riard, Rodriguez,
Schwab, Snaer, Steele, Thibaut, Tinchant,

Twitchell, Vandergriff, Waples Wiliams

—

40.

Nays: Francois, Harris, Jones, Lange,
McMillen, Moses, Oliver, Packard, Pierce,
Valfroit, Vidal, Wickliffe, Wilson—13.

Mr. Wickliffe moved to strike out article

143 and insert in its place the following :

The Legislature shall provide for volun-
teer militia organization, to be composed
only of able bodied registered citizens,

between the ages of eighteen and forty-
five. The Legislature shall allow no dis-

tinction of race or color in any miUtia
organization.

Laid on the table.

The Convention adjourned until Monday
at 10 A. M.

A true copy:

WM. VIGERS, Secretary.

SEVENTY-SIXTH DAY.
New Orleans, Monday, March 2, 1868,

The Convention met pursuant to ad-

journment, and was called to order by the

President.

The roll was called and the following

members answered to their names

:

J. G, Taliaferro, President; Messrs. An-
toine, Baker, Belden, Blandin, Bor^-
seigneur, Bonnefoi, Brown, Burrel, Cooley,
Crane, Crawford, Cromwell, Cuney, Dema-
rest, Depasseau, Deslonde P. G., Deslonde
Jos. , Donato, Douglas, Dsparte G. , Dupart
U., Duplessis, Francois, Fuller, Gardiner,
Harris, Hempstead, Ingraham, Isabelle R.
H., Isabelle Thos., Landers, Lange, Lewis
R., Marie, Martin, Massicot, Meadows,
McLeran, Morris, Moses, Myers, New-
sham, Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Pinchback,
Poindexter, Pollard, Reagan, Reese, Riard,
Riggs, Rodriguez, Smith, Snaer, Thibaut,
TwitcheU, Underwood, Vandergriff, Vidal,
Waples, Wickliffe, WiUiams, Wilson—65
members present.

Prayer by the Rev. Josiah Fisk.

The minutes were read and adopted.

ORIGINAL RESOLTJTIONS.

By Mr. Bertonneau:

Motion, That a sum of four hundred dol-

lars each, be given to Mr, Campbell and
Mr. Pickard for their services.

The rules were suspended, and the reso-

lution was adopted.

By Mr, Burrel

:

Motion, That any delegate to this Con-
vention who has voluntarily absented him-
self from and after the fii'st of February,
.1868, and who has not answered to his
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name since, shall not be paid his per diem
from that date.

Lies over.

Mr. Lange moved that Patrick Meade,

who has been iu constant attendanc6 as

police guard for the Convention from its

beginning, for his faithful and efficient

services, receive a warrant to the amount
of one hundred dollars.

Adopted.

By Mr. Underwood:

Resolved, That the chairman of the Com-
mittee of Enrollment be instructed to have
engrossed and enrolled forthwith the Con-
stitution, as adopted up to date.

Lies over.

By Mr. Smith

:

I move that on the final adoption of this

Constitution, every delegate shall be
allowed to explain his vote for or against

its adoption or rejection.

Mr. Crawford moved to amend by substi-

tuting the following:

Resolved, That the ri;le limiting debate to

five minutes be suspended during the de-
bate on the adoption of the Constitution as

a whole, and that on that question each
member who wishes, be allowed to speak 30
minutes.

Laid on the tabled.

The motion of Mr. Smith was adopted.

Mr. "Waples moved that the five minutes

rule be repealed.

Adopted.

Mr. Jones moved that members of this

Convention shall be permitted to sign the

Constitution after its adoption by this

Convention.

Adopted.

Mr. Esnard moved that we shall not ad-

journ to-day until we get through with

adoi^ting the Constitution as a whole.

Laid on the table.

By Mr. Hemjistead:

Resolved, That an extra compensation of
$200 each be allowed the Warrant Clerk
and the Clerks of the Committees on Print-
ing, Enrollment and Contingent Expenses
for the faithful manner in which they have
performed their duties during the session
of this Convention.

Laid on the table.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS.

Article 113 was adopted as follows:

TITLE IX—MILITIA.

Art. 143. It shall be the duty of the
General Assembly to organize the militia of
the State,and all able bodied male citizens,

between the ages of 18 and 45 years, not
disfranchised by the laws of the United
States and of this State, shall be subject to
military duty.

Article 144 was adopted as follows

:

Akt. 144. The Governor shall appoint all

commissioned officers, subject to confirma-
tion or rejection by the Senate, except the
staff officers, who shall be appointed by
their respective chiefs, and commissioned
by the Governor. All militia officers shall

take and subscribe to the oath jarescribed
for officers of the United States army, and
the oath prescribed for officers in this State.

The following recommendation was
rejected:

Articles 144 and 145—To strike out the
entire articles. W. Ft. Ckane.

The following recommendation was
adopted:

Article 145—To strike out all after the
Avord "as," 4th line, and insert the words
"officers and jirivates, as is received by
officers and privates in the United States
army."
Recommended by the

Committee.

Article 145, as amended, was adopted, as

follows:

Akt. 145. The Governor shall have power
to call the militia into active ser^dce for the
pr^ servation of law and order, or when the
pubUc safety may require it. The militia

when in active service shall receive the
same pay and allowances as officers and pri-

vates as is received by officers and privates
in the United States army.

Title IX was adopted as a whole.

Mr. Crane recorded his vote as follows:

I vote 710.

Mr. Cromwell moved to amend article

146, by adding"

Provided, That no amendment shall be
proposed to this Constitution until the
year 1888.

Laid on the table.

The following amendment to ai'ticle 146

was rejected:

Article 146—To strike out, 3d line, the
words "two-thirds, " and insert the words
"a majority."

W. R. Crane.

The following amendment to article 146

was adopted:
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To insert, 5tli line, the word "resjiec-

tive," between the words "their" and
"journals."

Recommended by the
Committee.

Mr. Cromwell moved to amend by add-

ing:

And no more than one amendment shall

be submitted at one time.

The amendment was rejected.

Article 146, as amended, was adopted, as

follows

:

TITLE X—MODE OF EEVISING THE CONSTI-
TUTION.

Akt. 146. Any amendment, or amend-
ments, to this Constitution, may be pro-
posed in the Senate or House of Represent-
atives, and if the same shall be agi-eed to

by two-thirds of the members elected to

each House, such i^roposed amendment or
amendments shaU be entered on their

resj^ective journals with the ayes and
nays taken thereon, and the Secretary
of State shall cause the same to be
published three months before the
next general election for representatives

to the General Assembly, in at least one
newspaper in every parish in the State in

which a newsi^ai^er shall be published; and
such jDroposed amendment or amendments
shall be submitted to the people at said

election; and if a majority of the voters at

said election shall approve and ratify sixch

amendment or amendments, the same shall

become a part of this Constitution. If

more than one amendment shall be sub-

mitted at one time, they shall be submitted
in such manner and form that the people
may vote for or against each amendment
separately.

Article 147 was adopted as follows :

TITLE XI— SCriEDIJLE.

Aet. 147. The ordinaiice of secession

of the State of Louisiana passed twen-
ty-sixth January, eighteen hundred
and sixty-one, is hereby declared to be
null aud void. The Constitution adopted
in eighteen hundred and |.sixty-four,

and all previous Constitutions in the
State of Louisiana are declared to be
suiserseded by this Constitution.

Mr. Jones was called to the chair.

The following amendment to article 148

was rejected

:

Article 148 — To strike out 10th, 11th,

23d, 24th, 25th, 26th and 27th Unes,
W. H. COOLEY.

Article 148 was adopted as follows:

Aet. 148. All rights, actions, prosecutions,

claims, contracts, and all laws in force at the

time of the adoption of this Constitution, and
not inconsistent therewith, shall continue
as if it had not been adopted. All judg-
ments and judicial sales, marriages aud ex-

ecuted contracts made in good faith and in
accordance with existing laws in this State,

rendered, made, orentered into between the
twenty-sixth day of January, eighteen hun-
dred and sixty-one, and the date when this

Constitution shall be adopted, are hereby
declared to be vahd, except the following
laws

:

' 'An act to authorize the widening of the
new canal and basin. " Approved March
14th, 1867.

"An act to amend and re-enact the 121st
section of an act entitled 'An act relative

to crimes and offences.'" Api^roved De-
cember 20th, 18G5.

"An act for the punishment of persons
for tampering with, persuading or enticing
away, harboring, feeding or secreting labor-

ers, servants or apprentices." Approved
December 21st, 1865.

"An act to punish, in certain cases, the
employers of laborers and apprentices."

Aijproved December 21st, 1865.

"An act in relation to exemption from
State, jaarish and city taxes for the years
1862, 1863, 1864, and 1865, in certain
cases." Certified 16th March, 1866.

"An act gi-antin£, ferry privileges to C.
K. Marshall, his heii's or assigns." Ap-
proved March 10, 1866.

"An act to auihorize the board of levee
commissioners, of the levee district in tha
parishes of Madison and Carroll, to issue

bonds," etc., etc. Api)roved March 28,

1868.

Section third of "An act to organize the
police of New Orleans, and to create a
police board therein." Approved 12tli

February, 1866.

Article 149 was adopted as follows:

Aet. 149. The laws relative to the duties
of officers shall remain in force, though
contrary to this Constitution, and the
several duties be performed by the respec-
tive officers, until the organization of the
government under this Constitution.

Article 150 was adopted as follows:

Aet. 150. The Legislature shall provide
for the removal of causes now pending in

the courts of this State to courts created
by or under this Constitution.

Title XI was adopted as a whole.

Ai-ticle 151 was adopted as follows: •

TITLE Xn—OEDINANCE.

Art. 151. Immediately upon the adjourn-
ment of this Convention, this Constitu-

tion shall be submitted for ratification

to the registered voters of the State,
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in conformity to the Act of Congress
passed March 2, 1867, entitled "An ac-t to
provide for the more efficient g'overumeut
oftheKebel States," and the acts supple-
mentary thereto.

Mr. WicklilTe moved to lay on the table

the following- recommendation

:

Eecommeaded by the

Co3I?IITTaE.

Article 152, as amended, vras adopted, as.

follows

:

_
Akt. 152. Tho election for the ratifica-

tion of tha Constitution shall be lield on
Fridav and Saturday, the seventeenth and

t:^t^5^t:^t'':f'.^l::^^' H?' i

-sixteenth days of April, eighteen hundred
159 and IGO—To strike out the entire arti
cles, and insert articles 119 and 150, ma-
jority report, as follows:

Art. — . After tho Constitution shall
have been ratified, the President of the
Convention, or, in case of his death or ab-

aud sixty-eight, at the places now pre-
scribed by law, and the polls shall be
kept open from 7 o'clock a. m. to 7 o'clock
p. SI. At that election :ill those in favor of
ratifying the Constitution sliall have written
or printed on their baliots "For the Consti-

sence the Chief Justice of the State, shall .f-ation," and those opoosed to ratifvino- the
immediately give notice of the ratification Constitution shaU have m-itten ov printed
thereof, and order an election of all elective
officers under this Constitution, to take
place within thirty days thereafter. Imme-
diately after the ratification of this Consti-
tution, the President of the Convention
shall appoint one registrar in each i^arish,
except the parish of Orleans, and one in
each district of the parish of Orleans, who
shall, each in his parish or district, appoint
commissioners to hold the first election
under this Constitution.

Aet. —
. The election thus ordered shall

be held at the place now prescribed by law,
and shall coutiuue two days; the place for
voting to be kept open from sun-ri^e to sun-
set each day. Returns shaU be made in
duplicate, sworn to by the commissioners
holding the election, and forwarded within
three days thereafter to the registrar of the
parish or district. The registrar shall im-
mediately forward one copy of said returns
to the President of the C^mvention, or in
case of his death, to the Chief Justice of
the Stater, who shaU within days after
the last day of the said election make proc-
lamation of the result thereof. All officers
thus elected sh;dl enter u})oii the discharge
of their respective duties on the Monday
next .succeeding the day upon which the
proclamation heretofore provided for shall
be made, and continue iu office until their
successors shaU be inducted into office.

"W. H. COOLEY,
W. E. Ckane.

Adoi:)ted.

Mr. Wickliffe moved to fill the blank
in article 152, by inserting "Friday and
Saturday, the seventeenth and eighteenth
days of April, eighteen hundred and sixty
eight, at the jDlaces now prescribed bylaw."
Adopted.

The following recommendation was
adopted

:

Article 152—To strike out, 1st line, the
"words "or r- jectiou.

"

19

on their ballots "Against the Constitu-
tion."

Mr. Elandin moved to lay the following

recommendation on the table.

Article 153—To strike out. 4th line, all
after the word "ratiiication," to the word
"at," 6th line, and insert the following;:
"For members of the General Assembly^
members of Congress, and for State officers,
to fill the offices created by this Constitu-
tion in the articles under the ti^leof Execu-
tive Department.

"

"^

R. Waples.
Adopted.

Mr. Cooley moved to amend article 153,

by striking out the w^ords, 7th line, "under
the reconstruction acts of Congress."

Laid on the table.

Mr. Packard moved to amend article 153.
by adding, 8th line, "Provided, That any
elector shall be eligible to :my office under
anj municipal corporation in this State.

'"

Adopted.

Article 153, as amended, was adopted^
as follows:

Art. 153. In order to establish a civil
government as required by act of Congress,
pa.'-'sed March 23, 1867, an election shall be
held at the same time and place at which
the Constitution is submitted for ratifica-
tion or rejection for all State, judicial,
parish and municipal officers for members
of the General Assembly, and for Con-
gressional Representatives, at which elec<
tion the electors who are qualified unde^
the Reconstruction Acts of Congress shall
vote, and none others; Provided, That an;y
elector shall be eligible to any office undei
any municipal corporation in this State.

Mr. Wickhffe moved to adopt the follow-

ing as an article of the Constitution in tUe
place of article 1 54

:

Akt. 154. At the election for the ratiflGa^
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tion of the Constitution, and for officers of
the civil government, as required by Con-
gress, all registered electors may vote in
any parish where they have resided for ton
days next preceding said election, and at

any precinct in the jiarish, upon jiresenta-

tion of their certificate of registration, affi-

davit or other satisfactory evidence that
they are entitled to vote as registered
electors.

Adopted.

Articles 155 and 156 were adopted, as

follows

:

Ap.t. 155. The same registrars and com-
missioners ^^-lao shall be appointed by the
Commanding General of the Fifth Military
District to snperijitend the election for the
ratification or rejection of the Constitution,
shall, also, at the same time and place, su-

perintend the election for all officers and rep-

resentatives herein ordered, provided they
be authorized so to act by the Command-
ing General. And in case the Command-
ing General should not so authorize
said registrars and commissioners, the
Committee of Seven, appointed by this

.Convention to take charge of the whole
matter of the ratification of the Constitu-
tion and the election of civil officers, shall

appoint one registrar for each parish in the
State, except the parish of Orleans, and
one in each district of the parish of Orleans

—

counting Orleans, right bank, as one dis-

trict—Avho shall each, in his parish or dis-

trict, appoint a sufficient number of com-
missioners of election to hold the said
election for said civil officers and Repre-
sentatives, at the same time and place as

herein provided for.

Akt. 156. Returns shall be made in dupli-
cate, sworn to by the commissioners hold-
ing the election, and forwarded within
three days thereafter, to the registrars of
the parish or district. The registrar shall

immediately forward one copy of said re-

turns to the chairman of the Committee of

Seven ai^pointed by this Convention, who
shall, mthin ten days after the last return
lias been received, make proclamation of

the result of said election.

Mr. Wickliflfe moved to adopt the fol-

lowing as an article of the Constitution, in

the place of article 157:
j

Akt. 157. All civil officers thus elected
shall enter upon the discharge of their
duties, on the second Monday after the I

return of their election shall have been
officially i)romulgiited, or as soon as quaii-

[

fied according to law, and shall continue
j

in office, for the terms of their respective
offices, herein prescribed, said terms to(

date from the first Monday in November,
following the election.

Mr. Cooley moved to amend by adding
the words "eighteen hundred and sixty-

seven " after November, in the last line,

and striking out the Avords "following

their election."

Mr. Wickiiffe moved to lay the amend-
ment of Mr. Cooley on the table.

Adopted—ayes 35, nays 22—as follows :

Yeas: Baker, Blackburn, Blandin, Bur-
rel, Cromwell Douglas, Dupart U., Fran-
cois, Gardiner, Harper, Harris, Hemp-
stead, Ingraham, Jones, Lange, Leroy,
jNIarie, Massicot, Meadows,' McLeran,
Moses, Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Pinchback,
Poindexter, Pollard, Reagan, Schwab,
Thibaut, Twitchell, Underwood, Vidal,
Wickiiffe, Williams, Wilson—35 yeas.

Nays: Belden, Bertonueau, Bonnefoi,
Brown, Butler, Cooley, Crane, Crawford,
Dealing, Deslonde"P. G., Dupart G., Du-
plessis, Esnard, Fuller, Ferguson, Harrison,
Isabelle R. H. , Isabelle Thos., Mushaway,
Riard, Riggs, Rodriguez—22 nays.

The substitute of Mr. Wickiiffe for article

157 Avas adopted as follows:

All ciAil officers thus elected shall entei
npon the discharge of their duties, on the
second Monday after the return of their
election shall have been officially promul-
gated, or as soon as qualified according to
law, and shall continue in ofiice, for the
terms of their respective offices herein prei-

scribed, said terms to date from the first

Monday in November following the elec-

tion.

Mr. Crane moved to adopt the following

recommendation

:

Article 158—To strike out, 2d Hne, the
words "Baton Rouge," and insert the words
"New Orleans.

"

W. Crane,
R. Waples.

Mr. Lange moved to lay the motion on
the table. Lost.

The amendment was adopted.

The following recommendation was

adopted:

To strike out the words "Baton Rouge,"
and insert the words "New Orleans."

Mr. Cooley moved to adopt the following

recommendation by members of the com-

mittee :

Article 158—To strike out all after tha
word "1866," in sixth line. R. Waples,

W. R. Crane,
W. H. Cooley.
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Mr. "Wickliflfe moyed to lay the motion

on the table.

Adopted.

Article 158, as amended, was adopted, as

follows

:

Art. 158. The General Asseml)]y elected
under this Constitution shall hold its first

session in the city of New Orleans on the
third Monday after the official promulga-
tion aforesaid, and proceed immediately
upon its organization to vote upon the
adoption of the 14th amendment to the
Constitution of the United States, proposed
by Congress, and passed June 13, 1866.

Said Legislature shall not have iDOwer to

enact any laws relative to the per Uiem of

members or any other subject, after organi-
zation, until said Constitutional Amend-
ment shall have been acted upon.

Mr. Waples moved to amend article 159

by striking out, in the 6th line, the words

"herein lu'ovided for."

Adopted.
Article 159, as amended, was adopted, as

follows:

Art. 159. All registrars and commission-
ers appointed under this Constitution,
shall, before entering u^sou their duties,

take and subscribe the oath of office pre-
scribed by Congress, approved July 2, 1862,
entitled 'Mn act to prescribe an oath of

office;" the said oath of office shall be admin-
istered, to each registrar, by the Chairman
of the Committee of Seven, and to each
commissioners by the registrar aj)pointiug
him.

Article IGO was adopted as follows:
Art. 160. All registrars, commissioners,

and other officers, necessary to carry into
effect the jDrovisions of this Ordinance,
except as otherwise i)rovided for by the
Keconstruction Acts of Congress, shall be
l^aid out of any funds raised by virtue of

the Tax Ordinance, adopted by the Con-
vention, December 24, 1S67, not otherwise
appropriated.

Mr. Cooley moved to adopt the following

as an article of the Constitution

:

Art. — . Nothing contained in article

148 shall be construed as a repeal of the
laws excepted therein, as it is not intend-
ed by the Convention either to ratify or
disapprove of them.

Mr. Harris moved to lay the motion of

Mr. Cooley on the table.

Adopted.

Title XII was adopted as a whole.

Mr. Wickliffe moved to adopt the Con-
stitution as a whole.

Adopted—ayes 71, nays 6—as follows :

Ayes : Antoine, Baker, Belden, Berton-
neau, Blackburn, Blandin, Bonnefoi,
Brown, Burrell, Butler, Crane, Cromwell,
Cuney, Depasseau, P. G. Deslonde, Jos.
Deslonde, Donato, Douglas, G. Duparte,
U. Dupart, Duplessis, Esnard, Francois,
Fuller, Gardiner, Guichard, Harper, Har-
ris, Hempstead, Ingraham, K. H. Isabelle,
Thomas Isabelle, Jackson, Jones, Kelso,
Lange, Leroy, J. B. Lewis, Fdchard Lewis,
Marie, Martin, Massicot, Meadows, Mc-
Leran, Morris, Moses, Mushaway, Myer;?,
Newsham, Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Pinch-
back, Poindexter, Pollard, Reagan, Eeese,
Riard, Eiggs, Rodriguez, Schwab, Snaer,
Thibaut, T-.vitchell, Underwood, Valfroit,
Vidal, Waples, Wickhffe, Y/illiams, Wil-
son—-71 ayes.

Nays : Cooley, Crawford, Dearing, Fer-
guson, Harrison, Vandergriff—6 nays.

The yeas and nays being called upon
the adoption of the Constitution as a
whole, Mr. Blackburn, of Claiborne, voted
yes, with the following protest against

some of its features:

protest.

Me. President—I desire to give soma
reasons for dissenting from portions of the
Constitution now about to be submitted to
the people for their ajjproval or rejection,
while at tlie same time I shall agree to vote
for the adoi^tion, and sign the instrument
as a whole, and recommend its ratification;

and what I say may not be entirely original
in either thought or language, but is never-
theless gatliered from mature meditation,
upon what I have read and experienced,
and will, I trust, be deemed appropriate,
and worthy to he sjjread upon the joiirnal
of the Convention.
Then, Mr. President and gentlemen of

the Convention, allow nic to siiy in the forc-
ible and telling language of one of the ablest
writers of the age, that the great false idea
from which Ave have sufi'ered and are suffer-
ing so much, viz :

'

' That if 3'ou can only
get a certain law or constitutional provisioa
passed, your object will be accomplished,'*
is an indea drav*-n from aristocratic societies,

and has in truth neither use nor practical
application in this country. In aristocracies
the opinions of but few men are expressed
in legislation ; and the^' are generally
maturely weighed, and form a part of a de-
liberately framed policy before they are
embodied in legislation. The acts in which
they are clothed are therefore likely to
stand, and do stand, and often work im-
portant social changes, no matter how un-
wise they may be, br what the people think
of them. But in a Democracy like ours.
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there is no use in legislating in advance of

the popular sontimeut, by which I mean,
a jjatriotic iiud euligliteued public senti-

ment. True, the legishitor may l)e a bet-

ter man than his fellows, and he may
seem to have a splendid ox^portunity of set-

ting the world to rights, audit may be that

lie is only tryiug to enforce some princix^le,

to "which, though the people may not be
prepared for it, yet, they Avill one day work
up; but he will, under such circumstances,

not only not help the cause he has at heart,

but hinder it, if he seeks to base his legis-

lation on simply his own ideas of right, and
not on firm, j^upular and well matured
jjicblic convicfim/.

If there is one thing which experience
is teaching mod'.rn nations more thorough-
ly than another it is the comparative worth-
lessness of all miT* political arrangements
on paper, whether constitutions, treaties,

or legislative acts. The mere fact that they

are laws, prissed and recorded with the pro-

j)er formalities, seems of itself to gain

for them neither durablen(?ss nor authori-

ty. I beheve I alluded to this fact, and in-

stanced the practical futiUty of the

Civil Rights bill in localities Avhere the

popular sentiment is o^^posed to its execu-

tion, in discussing an important pro\"ision

in the Constitution which was passed
against my s(<len\u protestation and earnest

ad\'ice

—

a provision, the "imijortance"

of which, I may s;iy, consists in its folly

and impracticability. Tlie pages of our
legislation are dotted and marred every-

"vrhere with those worthless and mis-

chievous paper guaranties, formed in

folly and against reason and the public ap-

probation. Of t'.ll the treaties Avhich have
been made betwfcn civilized nations since

1800, not one has the least force except
what it draAvs from the siipport and ap-

proval of public opiuion at the present
day. The treaties of 1815 v\-ere suppost-d

to have made the settlement of Euroiie,

arranged in that year, peri)etual. They
began to be rent in twain, howevei', fifteen

years later, nnd now not a shred remains.

The treaty of Paris was supposed to have
driven Russia out of the Black Sea and
settled the "Eastern Question." But what
is the treaty worth to-day?
Forty years ago, about the time when

the British and American Constitutions
were furnishing models for "charters' to

such of the other nations of the earth as

longed for constitutional government,
there was a v.idespread belief among
politicians that if you only gave a
couiitry a well drawn constitution,

properly engrossed, attested, and sworn
to, its happiness was sure. France,
Greece, Belgium, and the Spanish and

American republics all sought this im-
aginari/ short and easy road to liberty and
prosperity. And during the anti-slavery
struggle in this country, each side flattered

itself that if it could only procure the em-
bodiment of its views in an act of Con-
gress, or in a judicial decision, the struggle
would be over. When the ordinance of

1789 was passed, the Northwest was sup-
posed to be henceforward secured to free-

dom. When the Missouri comxu'omise
was made, the conflict between the rival

systems of labor was believed by the au-

thors of the measure, and by a large

portion of the public, to be at an end.
The Fugitive Slave Law was looked upon
as another great quieter of controversy,

i
But none of tliese measures could com-

I

pare with the Dred Scott Decision ! We
:
all know the shouts of triumph that came
from the throats of the devotees of

slavery, as that was hurled at the
heads of Republicans. There it was, duly
rendered in full court on final appeal,

with reasons given, and every form com-
plied with; what was there left for the

friends of freedom to do but to submit and
be silent? But where are all these "settle-

ments" now? And the temperance reform-

ers all over the North have for many years

been fully satisfied that if they could
only get drinking prohibited by law, they
would confer one of the greatest of benefits

on the community; and they were ever ready
and -willing to have the law passed any way,
by strategem, by surprise, in a fit of ex-

citement or enthusiasm. The great thing
vras to make drinking illegal; this done,
no matter what the moderate drinker said

or felt, the good cause was triumphant.
But we all know what the end of these un-
natural efforts has been. And the late so-

called acts of secession in the Southern
States form a.nother striking example of the

folly of legislative "snap-judgments," as

against the moral sentiment of the i>atriotic

and enlightened mat.ses in a free country;

and if necessary, we miglit even come down
and enumerate some of the practical incon-

sistencies and wordy impossibilities, not to

say self-destroying injustice, to be fottnd

in the Reconstruction acts under which we
are now operating.

In fact, the mere j)assing of an act in a

Democracy, if it is not the exju-ession of the

Ijopular will—and by this I mean the popu-
lar will formed by careful reflection, by
time, and b}' a fair consideration of all the

arguments for and against the i^roposed

measure—maybe said to be not only worth-

less, but injurious; because it leads to that in-

cessant unrest and uncertainty, that want of

fixity in i^olicy, want of respect for vested

rights, and that constant doing and undoing
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which are every year more and more tlie
characteristics and curses of our legislation,
Both congressional and State.
These brief allusions may clearly indicate,

outside of any party consideration, my ob-
jections to some features of the Constitution
which this Convention is now submitting
to the qualified voters of tlie State for their
action. But with all ics faults, I consider
that it contains much more of good than of
eyi], and shall therefore vote for its adop-
tion as a whole, and heartily recommenil
its ratification, believing that it may prove,
at least, a stepping-stone to better days—
and feeling, too, that any change in this
country at the present time, whether in a
political, financial, social or moral sense,
cannot fail to be for the better.

Respectfully submitted, with the request
that it go upon the record—under the rule
that a member has the privilege of explain
ing his vote in writing.

W. Jasper Blackeitkn,
Claiborne Parish

Mr. CraAvford recorded the following
reasons for his vote:

PBOTEST OF T. S. CKAWFORD, OF CALDWELL
AND OUACHITA.

The undersigned member of the Consti-
tutional Convention of the State of Louis-
iana respectfully submits the following as
some of the reasons which impel him to
vote against the adoption of the Constitu-
tion framed by this Convention:

1. In the Bill of Eights, social equality
IS attempted to be enforced, and the right
of citizens to control their own proijerty is
attempted to be taken from them.

2. A judicial system has been adopted
which, in my opinion, is radically defective
and will render uncertain and insecure the
rights to property and the lives and liber-
ties of the people.

3. A system of public education has oeen
adopted, which, in my opinion, will force
heavy contributions from the tax-payers of
the State and will entirely prevent any
pubUc schools from being carried into
effect, and tend to prevent the rising gen-
eration from being educated, and to entail
upon the State a large class of ignorant in-
habitants, and v,^ill subject the State to
the exclusive control of the ignorant and
uneducated.

4. A system of proscription is adopted
which attempts to deprive a large class of
citizens of the privilege of voting or hold-
ing otnce wlio are liable to pay taxes and
assist in bearing the Inirden of government
and the manner of restoration is calcidated
to invite the mean and uuprincijiled to
artici))ate in voting aiid holding office,

and to drive away the good and houora])le. i

5. The oatli of office is inconsistent with
the Constitution, is absurd, disgraceful and
ridiculous.

_
6. The direct tendency of the Constitu-

j

tion as a whole, is to eugendfr and per-
I

petuate a state of strife l)et\veen the cit-

i

izens of the State, to such aii extent as -svill

lead to hostile collisions, au.irehy and the
;

utter subversion of all law ajid governments;
j

that the adoption of the Constitution, will

j

drive many good citizens from, and pre-

I

vent emigration to the State, retard her
progress, destroy her internal improve-

,
ments, blight her prosperity and destroy
her peace and happiness.

I

He respectfully asks that these reasons be
j

entered upon the journal of the Conven-
tion. T. S. CllAWFOKD.
Mr. Harrison recorded the following rea-

sons for his vote

:

In addition to the reasons assigned by-
Judge Crawford, I vote against the Consti-
tution, because:

1. I am opposed to any disfranchisement.
2. In my opinion, the'whole plan of re-

construction is agrarian and adverse to
Christian civilization.

[Signed] Thos. P. Harrison,
of Morehouse and CarroU.

Mr. Ingraham recorded the following
reasons for his vote

:

I vote yes with the profound conviction
that the Constitution secures to aU people
of this State equal justice.

Mr. Twitchell recorded the following rea-
sons for his vote

:

I_ vote for the Constitution, protesting
against title 8, believing that in the present
condition of the State a just division of the
public school fund among the children of
the State is the only proper course to be
pursued.

rSigaed] M. H. Twitchell,
Mr. Bertonneau moved that absent mem-

bers be allowed to record tlieir vote on the
adoption of the Constitution.

It was adopted.

Mr. Vfaples moved that the phraseology
of article 98 be changed so as to read as
follows

:

Art. 98. The following persons shall be
prohibited from voting and from holding
any office: All persons v>-ho shall have
been convicted of treason, i)erjury, forgery,
bribery, or other crime punishable in° the
penitentiary, and person., under interdic-
tion.

All persons who are estopped from
claiming the right of suffrage, by abjuring
their allegiance to the United States Gov-
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ernment, or by notoriously levying -war

against it, or adhering to its enemies, gi\-

ing them aid or comfort, but who have not
exi^atriated themselves, nor have been con-
\-icted of any of the crimes mentioned in
the first paragraph of this article, are here-
Iby restored to the said right, excejot the
following: Those Avho have held office, ci\dl

or military, for one year or more, under the
organization styled "the Confederate States
of America;" those Avho registered them-
selves as enemies of the United States:
those who acted as leaders of guerilla
Ibands during the late rebellion; those who,
in the advocacy of treason, wrote or pub-
lished newsi^ajjer articles, or j^reached ser-

mons during the late rebellion; and those
"who voted for and signed an ordinance of
secession in any State. No person included
in these exceptions shall either vote or
3iold office until he shall have relieved him-
self by voluntarily writing and signing a
certificate setting forth that he acknow-

,

ledges the late i-< bellion to have been
morally and politically wrong, and that he
legrets any aitl and comfort he may have
given it, and he shall file the certificate in
the office of the Secretary of State, and it

shall be i^ublished in the official journal;
J'rovided, That no person who prior to the
first of January, 18G8, favored the execu-
tion of the laws of the United States, popu-
larly know^n as the EeconstriTction acts of
Congress, and openly and actively assisted
the loyal men of tJie State in their efibrts

to restore Louisiana to her position in the
Union, shall be held to be included among
those herein excepted. Registrars of voters
shall take the oath of any such person as

•.^nma /«c/e evidence of the fact that he is

entitled to the benefits of this proviso.
Mr. Cooley moved that a committee of

three be appointed to superintend the en-

rolling of the Constitution.

Adopted.

By Mr. Wickliffe:

Motion, That the chairman of the C m-
mittee on Enrollment be instructed and
authorized to employ additional clerks so
as to have three copies of the Constitution
xeady for the signature of the members to-

moiTow at 12 o'clock.

Adopted,

The President appointed the following

members upon the Committee on the

Enrollment of the Constitution :

Messrs. Wicklifie, Blackburn and Ingi-a-

Jiam.

Mr. Valfroit recorded the follow 'iig rea-

sons for his vote

:

I vote yes for the adoption of the whole

Constitution, as it stands, for I don t see
nothing in it that restrains the rights of
any loyal citizens of the State of Louisiana
nor of the United States. And, moreover,
I believe that this Constitution is the only
one that will secure our sacred rights, and
bring the blessing of zymighty God upon
our nol)le State, and give us oiu- rights
and liberty, and the unity of minds and
hearis hereafter forever.

[Signed] P. F. Valfroit,
Delegate of Ascension Parish.

Mr. Baker recorded his vote as follows

:

The removal of prejudices and time-
honored civilized customs, by mere acts of
legislation, is not encouraged by the teach-
ings of history; keeping this fact in view,
I must as a practical man dissent from
some of the provisions of the Constitution,
as adoi^ted, but I vote for the instrument
as a whole, believing that a return to civil

rule is jireferable for the people of Louis-
iana, even upon a basis which may be tempo-
rary or some of the features of which maybe
imjust—to that increased ruin and desola-
tion—moral and political, into which they
must soon drift under our present status of
anarchy and military despotism.

L. W. Bakek, of Bossier.

Mr. Bearing recorded the following rea-

sons for his vote:

In casting my vote against this Constitu-
tion, I desire briefly to explain my motives
and sentiments. I am not actuated by any
caj^tious opposition to the Avill of the ma-
jority, for against that will far gi-eater

abilities than mine have struggled in vain
upon this floor, and if it be subsequently
ratified by the people, I shall of course
yield to it with the submission and good
grace, I hope, that is due by every citizen

to the doctrines of our institutions, that

the majority must govern; not that I think
the majority are always right. For I con-
tend that in such an im]5ortant and delicate

a matter as the framing of the social con-
tract under which all are to live and to be
governed, the feeling, the convictions,

and even the prejudices of any respectable

minority shovUd be treated with some re-

gard, and some spirit of mutual concession.

In the Bill of Eights, the atteru pt that is

made at legislating on social equality wiU
do no good to any one, and calculated to

open up the way for much turmoil; it at-

temi^ts to deprive persons of vested rights,

and the voluntary control of their

l^roperty. It will prevent the introduction

of capital, prevent emigration, and re-

tard the progress of the State.

The judiciary is faulty in many respects.

I am opposed to the articles on franchise, oath
of ofilce, also the articles on Public Educa-
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tion. And also, tlie making of the seat of

Government at New Orleans. I am opposed
to the whole Title on Ordinance.
The Con.stitution contains, I know, many

valuable provisions which I should regret

to loose, but as I cannot here seperate the
good that is in it from what I consider to

be the overweighing rubbish, I feel myself
compelled to vote against the whole.

Geo. W. Deaetng, Je.,

of Kapidcs.

Mr. Fuller recorded his vote as follows

:

I vote for the Constitution, protesting
against artice 13, article 98, article 99.

I am strongly opposed to disfranchise-

ment. Hexky W. Fullee.

Mr. Martin recorded his reasons for his

vote as follows:

I vote j/e.s for the adoption of the Consti-

tution as a whole, with a protest against

the proposed substitute offered by Mr. Wa-
ples, known as article 98, of the Constitu-
tion, and adopted as the disfranchisement
clause, for the following reasons:

1. That I do consider and believe that
men of my race are equal to the white race;

and that they are endowed of all manly and
intelligent faculties; and that they are able

to fight their way through without using
any proscrijitive means against their oppo-
nents.

2. Because I think that this article is in

conflict with the Ittth article of the recon-
struction act.

3. Because those who have voluntarily
engaged in rebellion and insurrection
against tlie United States, are not deprived
of their rights of citizenship.

4. Because said article embodies contrary-

principles of Eepublicanism.
Respectfully submitted, with the request

that it "\^"ill be spread upon the minutes
agreeably to resolutions adopted to said
effect, allowing members the explanation of

their vote. Thos. W. Maetix.
of Jefferson.

The Convention adjourned until to-mor-

row at 10 A. II.

A true copy :

WM. VIGERS, Secretary.

SEVENTY-SEVENTH DAY.
NewOeleaxs, Tuesday, March 3, 1868.

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn-

ment, and was called to order by the

President at 10 a. m.

The roll was called, and the follo"\ving

members answered to their names

:

President J. G. TaliafeiTo; Messrs. An-
toine, Baker, Beldeu, Bertouneau, Black-

burn, Blandin, Bonseigneur, Bonnefoi,
Brown, Burrel, Butler, Cooley, Crane,
Crawford, Cromwell, Cuney, Dearing, De-
passeaii, Deslonde P. G., Deslonde .!., Do-
nato, Douglas, Duparte G., DupartU., Du-
l>lessis, Esnard, Franccns, Fuller, Gardiner,
Guichard, Harper, Harrison, Hemxjstead,
Isabelle R. H., Isabelle T., Jones, Kelso,
Lauge, Leroy, Maiie, Martin, Meadows,
McLeran, I^Iorris, Moses, Murrel, Musha-
way, Myers, Newsham, Packard, Pinch-
back, Pollard, Reagan, Reese, Riard, Riggs,
Roberts, Rodrigaiez, Schwab, Saaer, Tlii-

baut, TAA-itchell, Underwood, Valfroit, Vau-
dergriff, Vidal, Waples, Wicklilfe, Wil-
liams, AVilson—71 members present.

Prayer by the Rev. Jos. Fisk.

The minutes were read and adopted.

oeigesal eesolutioxs.

By Mr. Pinchback:

ResrAved, That the Warrant Clerk be au-
thorized to issue warrants for one hundred
and fifty dollars each to Sandy Rose, Jeff'

Stokes and Allen Vincent.

Mr. Underwood offered the folloTving

substitute

:

Mution, That the Enrolling Clerks, Com-
mittee Clerks and Warran'^ Clt^iJi be allowed
each two hundred and fifty dollars. The
Sei'geant and Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms,
each one hundred and fifty dollars. Door-
keeper one hundred dollars, as an additional

compensation for the faithfid ijerformance
of their duties during the session of this

Convention.

Mr. Hemjistead moved to amend by add-

ing after the words "door-keeper," "each

page fifty dollars."

Mr. Wickliffe offered the following siib-

stitute :

R<^soh-e(J, That E. Gauthier, A. Gury, J.

R. Verbois, Ernest Longpre and G. W.
Madder, clerks, be allov.-ed the sum of one
hundred and fif uy dollars each, as compen-
sation for additional services rendered.

And that the Warrant Clerk be authorized

to issue warrants to the said jDarties for the
respective amounts.

Adopted—ayes 52, nays 11—as follows:

Ayes: Antoine, Belden, Bertouneau,.

Blackburn, Bonnefoi, Brov,-n, Burrel,.

Cooley, CromweU, Dearing, P. G. Des-
londe, U. Dupart, Francois, Guichard,.

Harper, Harris, Hempstead, Ingraham,
R. H. Isabelle, Jones, Lange, Leroy,
Marie, Martin, Massicot, Meadows, Morris,

Moses, Murrel, Mushaway, Newsham,
Oliver, Packard, Pinchback, Poindexter,

PoUard, Reagan, Riggs, Roberts, Rodri-

guez, Schwab, Smith, Snaer, Thibaut, Tin-
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chant, Tvritclioll, Underwood, Valfroit,
Vandergriii', Yidal, Wickiifie, AVilliams—52
ayes.

Nays: Butler, Crane, Crawford, Cuuey,
Douglas, G. Du-i>arte, Ferguson, McLerau,
Myers, Kiard, Waples—11 nays.

Mr. Smitli rt'corded liis vote yes, upon
tlie Constitution as a whole.

Mr. Tincliant recorded the reasons for

liis vote yes, upon the CousLitutiou, as

follows

:

Most sincerely hopino: thnt the loyal peo-
jile of this State will, through their Legisla-
ture, soon wipe out any of the disfranchis-
ing clauses of this Constitution; and, most
earnestly believing that under the Consti-
tution, on the adojation of which I am about
to vote, all the rights and privileges of all

men without distinction of race, color, or
previous condition, shall be fully secured
and warranted forever in this State. I cheer-
fully record my vote in the alhrmative.

By Mr. Ferguson

:

Eesolred, That each member of the Con-
vention be allowed an extra compensation
of 82000. The Warrant Clerk wiU issue war-
rants accordingly.

Laid on the table as ridiculous and
irrelevant.

By Mr. Hempstead:
The Warrant Clerk is hereby authorized

to issue Avarrants in sums of fifty dollars
each for the pages of this Convention.

Mr. Cooley moved to amend by adding

"and one for $25 to Mr. Hathaway, volun-

teer page." Adopted.

The resolution, as amended, was adopted.

By Mr. Underwood:
Resolved, That the resolution .adopted by

this Convention on the 17th of December,
1867, giving the publication of the Official

Journal of this Convention to several news-
pai^ers of this State, bo aznended by striking-

out the words "St. Landry Progress," and
inserting in lieu thereof the words
* •'Assumption Progress. '

'

Mr. Bonseigneur moved to lay on the

table.

Lost.

Mr. Crawford asked for a division of the

question, so as to take the vote separately

-upon the first and second clauses of the

resolution.

The first clause was adopted as follows:

Resolved, That the resolution adopted by
this Convention on the 17th of December,
1867, giiiug the puublication of the Official

Journal of this Convention to several news-
papers of this State, be amended by strik-

ing out the Avords ' 'St. Landry Progress.

"

The second clause, as follows, was adopt-

ed :

And inserting in lieu thereof the words
"Assumi)tion Progress."

Ayes 39, nays 24, as folloAvs :

Yeas: Baker, Blackburn, Burrel, Cuney,
Douglas,^ Dui^art U., Duplessis, Francois,
Guicharcl, Harper, Harris, Hempstead, In-
graham, Landers, Lange, Marie, Martin,
Massicot, McLeran, Morris, Murrel, New-
sham, Oliver, Packard, Pinchback, Poin-
dexter. Pollard, Reagan, Roberts, Schwab,
Snaer, Thibaut, Tinchant, Twitchell,Under-
wood, Valfroit, Vidal, Wicklitfe, Williams

—

39 yeas.

Nays: Antoino, Bertonneau, Blandin,
Bonseigneur, Bonnefoi, Brown, Butler,
Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Cromwell, Des-
londe P. G., Donato, Duparte G., Fuller,
Ferguson, IsabelleR. H., Jones, Lewis J. B.,
Mushaway, Myers, Riggs, Rodriguez, Vau-
dergriflf, Wajiles—2-i nays.

Mr. Tinchant moved to reconsider the

last vote.

Mr. Cooley moved t-o reject the vote of

any member who may be pecuniarily in-

terested in the passage of the resolution.

Mr. Pinchback raised the point of order

that the motion of Mr. Cooley should not

be entertained.

The Chair ruled adversely.

Mr. Pinchback appealed.

The Chair was sustained.

Mr. Vidal asked to be excused from vot-

ing.

Mr. Cooley moved that his request be

granted.

Adopted.

The motion to reconsider did not pre-

vail—ayes 22, nays 43—as follows

:

Ayes: Blandin, Bonseigneur, Bonnefoi,
Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Dearing, Depas-
seau, Donato, Duparte G., Ferguson, Har-
rison, Isabelle 11. H. , Kelso, Mushaway,
Pinchback, Pollard, Rodriguez, Tinchant,
Vandergriff, Wa2">lcs, Williams—22 yeas.

Nays: Baker, Blackburn, Burrel, Crom-
well, Cuney, Deslonde P. G., Douglas, Du-
part U., Duplessis, Gardiner, Guichard,

i Harper, Harris, Hempstead, Ingraham,

I

Jones, Landers, Lange, Leroy, Lewis R.,

j

Marie, Martin, Massicot, Meadows, Mc-
, Leran, Mrrris, Moses, Murrel, Myers,
I Nett^shan^, Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Poin-
1 dexter, Reagan, Riard, Roberts, Schwab,
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Snaer, Tliibaut, Twitcliell, Underwood,
Wickliffe—43 uays.

Mr. Simon Jones recorded liis vote

upon tlie motion to reconsider tlie vote

taken upon the adoi^tion of the resukttion

reijealing that of December 17, 1867,

relative to the St. Landry Progress

:

I vote no, becaiise the Convention Las
passed the resohition against my vote,

and I do not feel it my duty to reverse the

decision of the Convention.

By Mr. Oliver:

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be
allowed an extra compensation for his ser-

vices of two hundred dollars, and each
assistant Sergeant-at-Arms. the sunl of one
hundred and fifty dollars; and for which
sums, the Warrant Clerk issue warrants to

them as provided by the resolutions of this

Convention.

Laid on the table.

By Mr. Harper:

Motion, That the "Warrant Clerk be au-

thorized to issue warrants of $250 each, to

Messrs. G. Krubbe, J. J. Lane and Catlin,

for faithful reportorial services rendered to

the Convention.

Laid on the table.

By Mr. Newsham:
That each regular attendant of the lobby

who has neglected his business in his
attendance here, receive as compensation,
the per diem allowed as member of Conven-
tion, and that every other man without money
I'eceive any amount of warrants.

The Chair decided the motion to be irrel-

evant and tending to cast ridicule upon the

proceedings of the Convention, and that it

should be laid aside.

Mr. R. H. Isabelle moved to amend by
adding ' 'and the vendors of ginger-cakes in

the lobby."

Laid aside as iidiculous and irrelevant.

By Mr. Ferguson:

Resolved, That §500 be allowed to each
member of the lobby fo» their good
behavior.

Laid aside as irrelevant and ridiculous.

By Mr. R. H. Isabelle:

Resolved, That the Vvarrant Clerk of this

Convention be and is hereby autliorized to
issue warrants in sams of '-JlOO each to
Messrs. G. Krubbe, J. J. Lane and G,
Catlin, for their impartial reports of pro-
ceedings of this Convention.

Mr. Wickliiie moved to amend by adding:

Resolved, also, that my old hat and boots

be given to Town Talk, for his efficient

services as a pefect bride.

Laid aside as ridiculous and irrelevant.

Mr. Crawford moved to amend by adding

"to the person who wrote under the nom de

plume of Town Talk in 1865."

Laid aside as ridiculous and irrelevant.

Mr. Crane was called to the chair.

By Mr. Cooley :

OKDINANCE.

Be it ordained hij tlie Constitutional Con-
vention of tlte State of Louisiana, That the
collection of the penalty imposed by ordi-

nance of this Convention of date the 4th
January, 18G8, is hereby extended to the 1st

April next—and the same not to be exacted
by the different tax collectors of the city

of New Orleans, Orleans right bank, and
parish of Jefferson, until the said 1st April,

1868.

It is further ordained, That the warrants
issued by authority of this Convention, for

the payment of per diem and m ileage of del -

egates, and the pay of its officers, except the
Official Printer or Printers, shall be receiva-

ble in payment of all taxes and licenses due
to the State of Louisiana; and when paid in
the Treasury of the State on account of
any State tax or license, the same shall be
placed by the Treasiirer of the State to the
debit of the Convention "fund" on hia
books, and shall be paid out of said fund,
for the benefit of the general fund of the
State.

Be it furtlier ordained, That all country
members of this Convention, who have
caused the warrants issued in their favor
to be recorded and registered in the office

of the Auditor of Pulilic Accounts, shall

cause the said registry to bo cancelled, and
obtain from said Auditor a certificate to the
effect that they have no warrant registered
in his office for payment, in order to obtain
payment for their per diem from the sheriffs

of their respective parishes, and without
said certificate from the Auditor, it shall not
be' lawful for the sherifi'.s of the respective
parishes to jjay any of their warrants.

Mr. Packard moved to amend by striking

out "April 1st," and inserting in lieu there-

of "March 20th."

Accepted by the mover.

The ordinance, as amended, was adopted,

as follows :

Be it ordained b}i tJi.e Constitutional Conven-
tion of the State of Louisiana, That collec-

tion of the pe!ialty imposed by ordinance
of this Convention of date the 4th Jan-
uary, 1868, is hereby extended to the 20th

1 March next—and the same not to be ex-
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acted by the difierent tax coUeciors of the
city of NeAV Orleans, Oileans riglit ])aBk,

aud parish of Jetler.son, until the said 20th
March, 18G8.

It is further ordained, That the war-
rants issued by authority of this Conven-
tion, for the payment of per diem and
inileafie of delegates, and the pay of its

officers, excex^t the Official Printer or prin-

!

ters, shall be receivable in payment of all

taxes and licenses due to the State of 1

Louisiana; and when paid in the Treasury
of the State ou account of any State tax or
license, the some shall be placed by the
Treasurer of the State to tlie debit of the
Convention "fund" on his books, and shall

be paid out of said fund, for the benefit of

the general fund of the State.

Be it further ordained, That all country
members to this Convention, who have
caused the warrants issued in their favor to

be recorded and registered in the office of

the Auditor of Public Accounts, shall cause
the said registry to be cancelled, and ob-
tain from said Auditor a certificate to the
effect that they have no warrant registered

in his office for payment, in order to obtain
payment for their per diem from the sher-

iffs of their respective parishes, and without
said certificate from the Auditor it shall not
be lawfid for the sherilfs of the respective
parishes to jjay any of their warrants.

Ayes 46, nays 15, as follows:

Yeas: Bertonneau, Blandin, Bonseigneur,
Bonnefoi, Brown, Burrel, Cooley, Crane,
Crawford, Dearing, Depasseau, Donato,
Douglas, Duparte G., Dupleesis, Esnard,
Francois, Gardiner, Guichard, Harper,
Harrison, Hempstead, Isabelle E. H., Isa-

belle Thos., Lewis R., Marie, Martin,
Massicot, Marris, Myers, Packard, Pierce,
Piuchback, Poindexter, Pollard, Reagan,
Reese, Riard, Roberts, Rodriguez, Schwab,
Thibaut, TwitcheU, Valfroit, Waples,
Wickliffe, Williams, Wilson—46 yeas.

Nays: Blackburn, Cuney, Demarest,
Deslonde P. G., Dupart U., .Ferguson,
Harris, Lange, Leroy, Meadows, Moses
Murrel, Steele, Underwood, Yidal—15
naj's.

Mr. William Murrel registered his vote

yes on the adoption of the Constitution as

a whole, because it embodies the highest

principles of justice, humanity and equality

before the law.

Mr. Brown moved to reconsider the vote

just taken.

Mr. Pinchback moved to lay the motion

to reconsider on the table.

Adopted.

The Convention, pending the enrolment

of the Constitution, adjourned until Tluu's-

day at 12 m.

A true copy:
" WM. VIGERS, Secretary.

SEVENTY-EIGHTH DAY.
New Op.leans, Thursday, March 5, 1868,

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn-

ment and was called to order by the

President at 10 a. m.

The roll was called and the following

members answered to their names:

President J. G. Taliaferro; Messrs. An-
toine. Baker, Burrel, Butler, Cooley, Craw-
ford, Cromwell, Ciiuey, Dearing, Demarest,
Depasseau, Deslonde J., Duparte G., Du-
part U., Duplessis, Francois, Fuller, Fer-
guson, Guichard, Harris, Hamson, Hemp-
stead, Ingraham, Isabelle T., Jackson,
Jones, Kelso, Lange, Lewis R., Marie, Mar-
tin, Massicot, Meadows, McLeran, McMil-
len, Moses, Myers, Newsham, Oliver, Pack-
ard, Pierce, Pinchback, Poindexter, Pol-
lard, Reagan, Reese, Riggs, Roberts, Rodi'i-

guez, Schwab, Snaer, Steele, TwitcheU,Un-
derwood, Valfroit, Vandergriff, Vidal, Wa-
ples, Wickliffe, WilKams, Wilson—62 mem-
ioers present.

Prayer by the Rev. Josiah Fisk.

The minutes were read and adopted.

The President stated, that having been

absent from the Convention at the time

that the vote was taken upon the adoption

of the Constitution as a whole, he now de-

sired to record his vote yes, upon its

adoption, and the Secretary was ordered to

record it accordingly upon the minutes.

President Taliaferro voted yes, upon the

adoption of the Constitution as a whole.

Mr. Waples called up his motion of

jMar.'h 2, to change the phraseology of

article 98.

Mr. Bertonneau moved to lay it ou the

table. ,

Lost—ayes 26, nays 40—as follows:

Yeas: Belden, Bertonneau, Blandin, Bon-
seigneur, Brown, Butler, Cooley, Crane,
Crawford, Demarest, Deslonde P. G., Des-
londe J., Douglas, Duparte G., Duplessis,

Ferguson, Guichard, Kelso, Massicot,
Myers, Pinchback, Pollard, Riggs, Rodri-
guez, Steele, Williams—26 yeas.

Nays: Antoine, Baker, Blackburn, Bur-
rel, Cromwell. Cuney, Donato, Dupart U.,
Francois, Gardiner, Harper, Harris, Hemi?-
stead, Ingraham, Isabelle R. H., Jones,
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Laiiclers, Leroy, Lango, Lewis E.jMfi^tlows,

McLeran, McMilleii, Moses, Murrel, New-
sham, Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Peagaii,

Keese, Eoberts, Scliwab, Snaer, Twitcfiell,

Underwood, Yalfroit, Yidal, Waples, "Wick-

lifie, Wilson—-±0 najs.

]Mr. Waples raovecl tlie i)reyioiis question

uijon its adoption.

Mr. Cooley raised tlie point of order,

that this motion sought to accom]Dlish indi-

rectly what could not be done directly by

a motion of this nature, viz : to alter the

substance of an article of the Constitution,

under the pretense of changing its pnrase-

ology, and that the object sought could

only be attained by a motion to repeal or to

I reconsider, and that therefore the motion

for the j)revious question should not be en-

tertained.

The Chair decided that the point of

order was well taken and that the motion

vas not in order.

Mr. Waples api3ealed.

The Chair was not sustained.

The motion for the previous question

was seconded by a- majority of the dele-

gates present.

The question recurring upon the changes

in the phraseology of article 98, proposed by

Mr. Wai)les, they were adopted—ayes 37,

nays 28—as follows:

Ayes : Antoine, Baker, Blaekbiirn, Bnr-
rel, Jos. De.slonde, Francois, Gardiner,
Har])er, Harris, Hempstead, Ingraham,
B. H. Isabelle. Jackson, Jones, Landers,
Leroy, Marie, Meadows. McLeran, Moses,
Murrel, NcAvsham, Packard, Pierce, Pol-
lard, Keagiui, Reese, Koberts, Schwab,
TwitcheU, Underwood, Valfroit, Vidal,

W^aples, Wicklifie, WiUiams, Wilson—37
ayes.

Nays : Belden, Bertouncau, Blandin,
Bonseigneur, Bonnefoi, Butler, Cooley,
Crane, Crawford, Dearing, Depasseau,
P. G. Deslonde, Douglas, G. Duj^arte,

Duplessis, Fuller, Kelso, Martin. Massicot,
McMillen, Mushaway, Myers, Pinchback,
Kiard, Biggs, Rodriguez, Smith, Tin-
chant—28' nays.

And the article, as thus amended, reads

as follows:

Aet. — . The following persons shall be
prohibited from voting and from holding
any office : All persons who shall have
been con\dcted of treason, perjury, forgery,

bribery, or other crime punishable in the

l^enitentiary, and i^ersous under interdic-

tion.

All persons w'ho are estopped from claim-
ing the right of sufiVage by abjuring their

allegiance to the United States GoA^ern-
ment, or by notoriously levying war against
it, or adhering to its enemies, giviiig

them aid or comfort, but who have not ex-

patriated themselves, nor have been con-
victed of any of the crimes mentioned in
the first jiaragraph of this article, are here-
by restored to the said right, except the
following: Those who have held office, civil

oi military, for one year or more, under the
organization styled "the Confederate States
of America;" those who registered them-
selves as enemies of the United States;

those who acted as leaders of guerilla

bands during the late rebellion; those who,
in the advocacy of treason, wrote or pub-
lished newspaper articles, or preached ser-

mons during the late rebellion; and those
who voted for and signed an ordinance of
secession in any State. No jjerson included
in these exceptions shall either vote or
hold office until he shall have relieved him-
self by voluntarily writing and signing a
certificate setting forth that he acknow-
ledges the late rebellion to have been
morally and politically wrong, and that he
regrets any aid and comfort he may have
given it, and lie shall file the certificate in

the office of the Secretary of State, and it

shall be isublislied in the official journal;
Provided, That no person w'ho i^rior to the
first o Janu ary, 1868, favored the execu-
tion of the laws of the United States, popu-
larly known as the Reconstruction acts of
Congress, and openly and actively assisted

the loyal men of the State in their efforts

to restore Louisiana to her jiosition in the
Union, shall be held to be included among
those herein excepted. Registrars of voters
shall take the oath of any such person as

prim((facie evidence of the fact that he is

entitled to the benefits of this proviso.

Mr. IMcMillen v,as called to the chair.

Mr. Cooley moved to repeal section 2 of

the ordinancH proposed by him March 8,

and adopted, reading as follows:

It is further ordained. That the warrants
issued by authority of this Convention, for

the payment of i)er diem and mileage of
delegates, and the pay of its officers, except
the Official Printer or printers, shall be
receivable in payment of all taxes and
licenses due to the State of Louisiana ; and
W'hen paid in the Treasury of tlie State on
account of any State tax cr license, the
same shall be placed by the Treasurer of

the State to the debt of the Convention
"fund'' on his books, and shall be paid out
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of said fund, for the benefit of the genernal

'

fund of the State.

Mr. Bertonneau moved to lay the motion

to repeal on the table.

Adopted.

Mr. Jones moved to take from the table

Mr. Brown's motion to reconsider the vote

upon the adoption of the ordinance offered

by Mr. Cooley March 3.

Mr. Blandin moved to indefinitely post-

pone the motion to take from the table.

The motion to postpone prevailed.

Mr. Crawford moved that when the Con-

vention adjourns to-day, it do adjourn sine

die.

Mr. Jones moved to lay the motion on

the table.

The Chair decided the motion to lay on

the table the motion to adjourn sine die not

in order.

The motion of Mr. Crawford did not

prevail.

The following bill, rej^orted by the Com-
mittee on Contingent Expenses, was

ordered to be paid : Bill of Mr. Joyce for

Mr. Cooley moved to adopt the following

ordinance

:

Be it ordained b>/ the Consiitutional Conven-
tion of tlie State of Louisiana, That a Com-
mittee of three members of the Convention

\

be appointed by the President, with power
to supervise and direct the collection of the
tax levied by ordinance of the 2J:th Decem-
ber, 18(J7, and to take all measures
necessary to enforce and compel the
collection thereof, and, if necessarj', to

employ counsel to represent the Convention
in any court or courts of this State or of
the United States, and to warrant Tipon the
Treasurer of the State, payable out of the
Convention fund, for fees of counsel, other
expenses incurred by them in carrying the
object of their appointment, and the per
diem oi said members so appointed as said
committee, shall continue as fixed by the
rules of tlie Convention until the first of
April, 1868, and shall be jjayable upon
their own warrant.

Mr. Bertonneau moved to amend as fol-

lows:

And that said committee be empowered
to settle all other accounts of this Conven-
tion.

Mr. Packard offered the following as

a substitute for the i^roposed ordinance:

To strike out all after the words ' 'be it or-

dained," and insert "that the Board of
Registration created by ordinance adopted
by the Convention February 15, 1868,
shall have authority to enforce the collec-

tion of tlie taxes levied by the several ordi-

nances of the Convention, and to perform
any and all duties appertaining to the
same.

"

The substitute was adopted.

By Mr. Packard :

Resolved, That when we adjourn, it shall

be subject to the call of the Board of
Registration, appointed by the Convention
by virtue of the Ordinance adopted 15th
of Febraary, 1868, in case of the non-ratifi-

cat'ou of the Constitution, or for any course
pri )r or subsequent to election for the
ratification of said Constitution.

Resolved, That any business which may
be left unfinished by the Convention, such
as the discharging of clerks, the printing
and publication and circidation of the Con-
stitution, etc., etc., the settlement for the
official i>rinting, etc., shall be performed
by said Board of Registration.

Resolved, That said board shall have
authority to enforce the collection of the
taxes levied by the several ordinances of
the Convention, and to perform any and
all duties appertaining to the same.

Ml'. R. H. Isabelle moved to amend by
subst tuting the following:

Provided, That in case this Conven-
tion be not re-assembled within twelve
months after adjournment as above men-
tioned, it shall be considered as being
adjourned sine die.

The amendment, with the consent of the

Convention, Avas accepted by the mover,

and w"as ordered to be incorporated Avith

the original resolution.

Mr. Packard asked and obtained the

i consent of the Convention to strike out

i of the resolution proposed by him the

j

abreviation " etc. " wherever it occurs.

[

Mr. Pinchback moved to lay the resolu-

I

tion of Mr. Packard on the table.

! Adopted—ayes 40, nays 17—as follows :

' Nays: Belden, Bertonneau, Blandin,
Bonseigneur, Bonnofoi, Brown, Butler,
Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Cromwell, De-
marest, Dei^asseau, Deslonde P. G., Du-
parte G., Dupart U., Duplessis, Fran-
cois, Gardiner, Kelso, Lange, Martin, Mas-
sicot, Meadows, McMillen, Murrel, Mush-
away, Myers, Pinchback, Poiudexter,
Reese, Riard, Riggs, Rodriguez, Steele,

Tincliant, Valfroit, Vaadergriff, Waples,
Williams—40 ayes.



JOUENAL OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION. 285

Nays: Burrcl, Douglas, Haiiser, Harris,

Hempstead, Jackson, Jones, Landers,

Leroy, Marie, Newsliam, Packard, Pollard,

Eeagan, Underwood, Vidal, Wilson—17

nays.

Mi". Demarest recorded tlie following ex-

planation of liis vote upon the adoption of

the Constitution as a whole:

I vote yes for the adoption of the Consti-

tution, with a protest against the disfran-

chising clause, as the motto of my party is

universal saffrage.

A. J. Demaeest, St. Mary.

Mr. Meadows moved that the Convention

do now proceed to the election of the

Board of Eegistrars provided for in the

ordinance of the Constitution.

Adoj)ted.

The Convention adjourned until to-mor-

row at 11 A. M.

A true copy:

WM. VIGEES, Secretary.^

SEYENTY-NINTH DAY.
New Orleans, Friday, March 6, 1868.

The Convention met pursuant to ad-

joiu'nment, and was called to order by the

President at 10 a. ii.

The roll v/as called and the following

delegates answered to their names:

J. G. Taliaferro, President; Messrs. An-
toine, Belden, Bertonneau, Blackburn,
Blandin, Bonseigneur, Bonuefoi, Brown,
Burrel, Butler, Crane, Crawford, Crom-
well, Cnney, Dearing, Desloude P. G.,

Deslonde Jos., Donato, Duparte G., Du-
partU., Duplessis, Fi'ancois, Fuller, Gar-
diner, Guichard, Harper, Harris, Hemp-
stead, Ingraliam, Is;d)clle E. H., Jon(^s,

Kelso, Lange, Leroy, Lewis E., Marie,
Martin, Massicot, Meadows, McLeran,
Moses, Murrel, Mushaway, Myers, Ne\v-
.sham, Ohver, Packard, Pierce, Poindexter,
Pollard, Eeagan, Eeese, Eiard, Eiggs,
Eoberts, Eodriguez, Schwab, Steele, Un-
derwood, Yalfroit, Vandergriff, Wickliflfe,

Williams, Wilson—65 members present.

The minutes were read and adopted.

ORIGINAL RESOLUTIONS.

By Mr. Crawford :

Resolved, That when this Convention do
adjourn it shall adjourn sine die.

Lost.

By Mr. Depasseau

:

Resolved, That G. L. Montieu be allowed
the sum of two hundred and fifty dollars,

as an extra compensation for his faithful

services as Warrant Clerk of this Conven-
tion.

Mr. Isabelle moved to amend by the fol-

lowing substitute :

Resolved, That an extra compensation of

ipSOO each be allowed the Warrant Clerk,

and Sergeant- at-Arm, and $100 each to the

Assistant Sergeauts-at-Arms of this Con-
vention; Door-keeper .$100.

Adopted.

By Mr. Wickliffe:

Resolved, That the Warrant Clerk be,

and he is hereby authorized to issue war-
rants for the sum of one hundred dollars

to N. S. Etris, watchman.

Adopted.

By Mr. Eeagan

:

Whereas, Andrew Johnson, President
of the United States, by his obstinate and
unwarranted policy on reconstruction, has
violated every principle of honor, betrayed
the confidence of the party which elevated

him to the position he occupies, and proved
a traitor to his country; therefore

Resolved, That we, the j^eople of Louis-
iana in Constitutional Convention as-

sembled, do hereby endorse the action of

the Congress of the United States in its

articles of impeachment, and hope it will

succeed in preserving inviolate the National
Constitution, and remove from office the
Chief Executive, who, by his acts of usur-
pation, has tarnished the character and
dignity of the nation.

Mr. Blackburn offered the following as a

substitute :

Resolved, That the ruling loyal majority
in the Congress of the United States, as

backed by Gen. Grant and Secretary Stan-
ton, deserve, and will receive the appro-
Trntiou and co-operation of all who wish to-

see the wheels of Government relieved

from clogs of treason.

Mr. Crawford moved to amend the sub-

stitute by striking out all after the word
"Eesolved " and inserting, "This Conven-

tion will attend to its own proper business

and leave Congress to attend to their

duties."

The chair decided that the amendment
was not in order.

The substitute of Mr. Blackburn was

adoi)ted.

By Mr. Waples:

Resolved, That the Convention shall ad-
journ sine die on Saturday, March 7th iust.,.

if not at an earlier day.

Laid on the table.
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By Mr. Blackburn

:

Rexolved, That all the membei's of this

Convention, who have refused to vote for

the adoption of the Constitution as a

whole, be permitted to adjourn sine die and
go home whenever they feel like it.

The Chair decided that the resolution was

not in order.

Mr. Cooley was called to tha chair.

Mr. CroQiwell offered a resolution in

reference to Jefferson Davis.

The Convention ordered the Secretary

to return the resolution to the author as

being improper in its orthography, s^yle

and subject matter, to ai^i^ear upon the

journal of the Convention—ayes 56, nays

5—as follows:

Ayes: Beldeu, Bertonneau, Blackburn,
Blandin, Bonseigueur, Bonnefoi, Brown,
Bui'rel, Butler, Cooley, Crane, Cuney,
Dearing, Depasseau, Deslonde P. G.,

Deslonde Jos., Douglas, Duparte Gr., Du-
jsart U., Duplessis, Ferguson, Gardiner,
Harris, Hempstead, Ingraham, Isabelle R.
H., Jackson, Jones, Landers, Lange, Leroy,
Lewis R., Marie, Martin, Massicot, Mead-
ows, Moses, Mushaway, Newsham, Oliver
Packard, Poindexter, Pollard, Reagan,
Reese, Riard, Rodriguez, Schwab, Snaer,
Steele, Thibaut, Underwood, Valfroit,

Wickliffe, Williams, Wilson—56 ayes.

Nays: Crawford, Cromwell, McLeran,
Murrel, Waples—5 nays.

Mr. Crawford and Mr. McLeran recorded

the following reasons for their vote

:

I vote no, for the reasons that, in my
opinion, returning the paper to the mover
is not the proper disposition to make of it,

but that it should not have been received
or acted on by the Convention.

T. S. Crawfoed,
of Caldwell and Ouachita.

I concur with the aljove.

Benj. McLeean.

By Mr. Underwood :

Resolved, That the i^roprietors of the
New Orleans Rej^ublican be authorized to

j)rint ten thousand coj)ies of the Constitu-
tion in pamphlet form, at the same rate as

is allowed the Official Printer for such
work, and that the Warrant Clerk be au-
thorized to issue warrants to the said
proprietors of the RepubHcan for the
amount thus due, after the said work is

accomplished.

Mr. Crane moved to lay the resolution

on the table.

Lost—ayes 26, nays 37—as follows

:

Snaer,
Vidal,

Twitchell,

Wickliffe,

Blandin, Bonsei-

Yeas : Bertonneau, Blandin, Bonsei-
gueur, Bonnefoi, Bro^vn, Butler, Cooley,
Crane, Crawford, Dearing, Depasseau,
Douglas, G. Duparte, Duplessis, R. H.
Isabelle, Leroy, R. Lewis, Moses, Musha-
way, Myers, Riggs, Rodriguez, Schwab,
Thibaut, Tinchant, Williams—26 yeas.
Nays: Antoine, Belden, Blackburn,

Burrel, Cromwell, Cuney, P. G. Deslonde,
Jos. Deslonde, Ferguson, Gardiner, Harper-,
Harris, Hempstead, Ingraham, Jackson,
Jones, Landers, Lange, Marie, Martin,
Massicot, Meadows, McLeran, Murrel,
Newsham, Oliver, Packard, Pollard, Rea-
gan, Reese, Riard, Snaer, Steele, Under-
wood, Valfroit, Waples, Wickhffe—37 nays.

Mr. Lange moved to reconsider the last

vote.

Mr. Underwood moved fco lay the motion

to reconsider on the table.

Lost—ayes 31, nays 3-1—as follows:

Yeas: Antoine, Belden, Blackburn, Bur-
rel, Jos. Deslonde, Harper, Harris, Hemp-
stead, Ingraham, Jones, Kelso, Landers,
Leroy, Marie, Massicot, Meadows, Murrel,
Myers, Oliver, Packard, Poindexter, Rea-
gan, Reese, Schwab,
Underwood Valfroit,

Wilson—31.
Nays: Bertonneau,

gneur, Bonnefoi, Brown, Butler, , Cooley,
Crane, Crawford, Dearing, Depasseau, P.

G. Deslonde, Donato, G. Duparte, U. Du-
part, Dujjlessis, Esnard, Fuller, Ferguson,
Harrison, R. H. Isabelle, Lange, Richard
Lewis, Martin. McLeran, Moses, Musha-
way, Riard, Riggs, Rodriguez, Thibaut,
Tinchant, Waples, Williams—34.

The motion to reconsider the vote upon
laying the resolution on the table was lost.

The question recurred upon the adoption,

of the resolution.

It was adopted—ayes 37, nays 28—as fol-

lows:

Y^'eas: Antoine, Belden, Blackburn, Bur-
rel, Cuney, Deslonde J., Donato, Douglas,
Gardiner, Harper, Harris, Hempstead, In-
graham, Jackson, Jones, Kelso, Landers,
Marie, Massicot, Meadows, Murrel, New-
sham, Oliver. Packard, Poindexter, Reagan,
Reese, Schwab, Snaer, Steele, Tinchant,
Underwood, Valfroit, Vandergriff, Vidal,

Wickliffe, Wilson—37 ayes.

Nays: Bertonneau, Blandin, BonseigneiTr,

Bonnefoi, Brown, Butler, Cooley, Crane,
Crawford, Dearing, Depasseau, Deslonde
P. G., Duparte G. , Duplessis, Esnard, Fer-
guson, Isabelle R. H. , Lange, Leroy, Lewis
R., McLeran, Moses, Mushaway, Riard,

Riggs, Rodriguez, Waples, WiUiams—28
nays.
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Mr. Bertonneau recorded the following

reasons for his vote

:

I vote no, because I think it is an act of

glaring injustice to the Official Printer, and
a useless expense to the State.

Arnold Bertonneau.

Mr. Tiiichaut moved to reconsider the

last vote.

Mr. Underwood moved to lay the motion

to reconsider on the talkie.

Lost.

Mr Hempstead moved to adjourn.

Lost.

Mr. Rodriguez was called to the chair.

Mr. Cooley moved the pre\T.ous question

upon the motion to reconsider.

The motion to reconsider prevailed—ayes

38, nays 23—as follows

:

j^es: Belden, Bertonneau, Blandin, Bon-
seigneur, Bonnefoi, Brown, Butler, Cooley,

Crane, Crawford, Demaresfc, Depasseau,
Deslonde P. G., I'onato, Duparte G., Du-
plessis, Esnard, Ferguson, Harrison, Isa-

belle R. H. , Lange, Leroy, Meadows, Mc-
Leran, McMillen, Moses, Mushaway, Myers,
Poindexter, Pollard, Riard, Riggs, Rodri-
guez, Thibaut, Tinchant, Vandergriff,

Waples, Williams—38 ayes.

Nays: Blackburn, Burrel, Cuney, Gardi-
ner, Guichard, Harper, Harris, Hempstead,
Ingi-aham, Jones, Marie, Massicot, Murrel,
Oliver, Packard, Reagan, Reese, Schwab,
Snaer, Twitchell, Underwood, Vidal,

Wickliffe—23 nays.

Mr. Cooley moved to lay the resolution

of Mr. Underwood upon the table.

Adopted.

Mr. Hempstead moved to take from the

table the resolution of Mr. Underwood.

Lost.

By Mr. Depasseau:

Resolved, That no member of this Con-
vention who is, or hereafter may be, a can-
didate for any position whatever, shall be
elected as State registrar.

Mr. Cooley moved to amend by adding

:

And the fact of his being one of said
registrars shall disqualify him from hold-
ing any office to be elected by the people
at the first election under this Constitu-
tion.

The amendment was accepted by tho

mover.

Mr. Hempstead moved to lay the reso-

lution on the table.

Lost—ayes 23, nays 36—as follows:

Ayes: Belden, Blandin, Burrel, Crom-
well, Harper, Harris, Hempstead, Lange,
Leroy, R. Lewis, Marie, Massicot, Mea-
dows, McLeran, Murrel, Oliver, Packard,
Poindexter, Reagan, Schwab, Twitchell,

Underwood, Vidal—23 ayes.

Nays: Bertonneau, Bonseigneur, Bonne-
foi, Brown, Butler, Cooley, Crane, Craw-
ford, Deinarest, Depasseau, P. G. Deslonde,
Donato, G. Duparte, Duplessis, Esnard,
Ferguson, Gardiner, Guicliard, Ingraham,
R. H. Isabelle, McMillen, Moses, Musha-
way, Myers, Pinchback, Pollard, Riard,
Riggs, Rodriguez, Snaer, Thibaut, Tin-
chant, Vandergriff, Waples, Wickliffe, Yv^il-

lianis—36 nays.

The resolution, as amended, was adoi^ted.

Mr. Cooley moved that the Convention

do now proceed to the election of regis-

trars.

Adopted.

A call of the House was demanded and
the following members answered to their

names

:

Messrs. Belden, Bertonneau, Blandin,
Bonseigneur, Bonnefoi, Burrel, Butler,
Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Cromwell, De-
marest, Depasseau, Don*^to, G. Dui^arte,
Duplessis, Guiciiard, Harper, Harris,
Ingraham, Kelso, Leroy, Meadows, Mc-
Millen, Moses, Murrel, Mushaway, Packard,
Pinchback, Reagan, Riard, Rodriguez,
Snaer, Thibaut, Tinchant, Waples, Wick-
lift'e, Williams—38 members present.

There being no quorum, the Convention

adjourned till Saturday at 10 o'clock a. m.

A true copy :

WM. YIGERS, Secretary.

EIGHTIETH DAY.
New Orleans, Saturday, March 7, 1868.

The Convention metiiursuant to adjourn-

ment and was called to order by the Presi-

dent at 10 A. M.

The roll was called and the folloAving

delegates answered to their names

:

J. G. Taliaferro, President; Messrs. An-
toine. Baker, Belden, Bertonneau, Black-
burn, Blandin, Bonnefoi, Butler, Cooley,
Crane, Crawford, Cromwell, Cuney, Dear-
ing, Demarest, Depasseau, P. G. Deslonde,
Jos. Deslonde, Donato, Douglas, G. Du-
parte, U. Dujiart, Duplessis, Esnard, Fran-
cois, Fuller, Ferguson, Guichard, Harper,
Harris, Harrison, Hempstead, Ingraham,
R. H. Isabelle, Thos. Isabelle, Jackson,
Jones, Kelso, Landers, Lange, Leroy, R.
Lewis, Martin, MeadoAvs, McLeran, Mc-
MiUen Morris, Moses, Miarrel, Mushaway,
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Myers, Oliver Packard, Pincliback, Poin-

dexter, Reagan, Pieese, Eiard, Riggs,

Rodriguez, Smitli, Snaer, Steele, Tliibaut,

Underwood, Valfroit, Yaudergriff, Vidal,

Wickliflfe, Williams, Wilson—72 members
present.

Prayer by the Rev. Josiali Fisk.

The minutes were read and adopted.
OKIGrNAL EESOIiUTIONS.

By Mr. Tinchant:

Whekeas, It has always, been customary
W'ith all legislative bodies to provide that

the chairman of their Committee of

Euroilmeut should receive the same per
diem that is allowed to their presiding

officer; and
Wheeeas, The chairman of the Com-

mittee on Enrollment has discharged the

onerous and most important duties of his

office to the general satisfaction of this

Convention; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Hon. J. B. Vander-
griff, chairman of the Committee on En-
rollment, is hereby declared entitled to the

same per diem and compensation as has

been allowed to the President of this Con-
vention.

Lies over.

By. Mr. Crawford:

Resolved, That when the Convention
adjourns to-day, it shall stand adjourned
sine die.

Mr. WickHffe offered the following sub-

stitute:

Resolved, That this Convention, when it

does adjourn, shall adjourn subject to the

call of a quorum of the members; Provided,

That should the Constitution be ratiliecl,

this Convention shall therefore be deemed
adjourned sine die, but in case the Consti-

tution sliould not be ratified, then the Con-
vention may Ije reconvened by said quorum.

Mr. Belden moved to lay the resolution

and substitiTte on the table.

Mr. McMillen raised the point of order

that the motion of Mr. Crawford is equiva-

lent to a motion to adjourn, and the mo-

tion to lay it on the table cannot be enter-

tained.

The Chair decided that the point of order

was not well taken.

Mr. Belden's motion to lay on the table

prevailed.

The Committee on Contingent Expenses

submitted the following rej^ort:

New Orleans, March 7, 1868.
To the Honorable rresident aw\ Members of the

Louisiana State Constitutional Convention :

Gentlemen—Your Committee on Con-

tingent Expenses, havdng carefully exam-
ined the bill of B. Bloomfield k Co., re-

spectfully ask the Convention to approve
the same and order warrants to the amount
of one hundred and four dollars ($104) for

the payment of the herein attached bill.

Respectfully,

Hy. Boxseigneur,
Chairman Contingent Expenses Committee.

Which was received and the bill ordered

to be i^aid.

By Mr. Oliver :

Resolved, That as soon as the Constitu-
tion framed by this Convention is signed,
that attested cojnes of the same be sent to
the President of the United States.

Be it resolvedfurllter. That Mr. Geo. W.
Mader, Secretary of the Printing Com-
mittee, be appointed special messenger to
Washington to deliver the same, and that
five hundred dollars be paid him out of the
first funds received for account of this

Convention in the State Treasury on a war-
rant, drawn by the Warrant Clerk and
signed by the President of this Conven-
tion. The said five hundred dollars being-

compensation in full for his services and ex-

isenses to and from Washington City.

Mr. McMillen moved to amend by strik-

ing out all after the first resolution, and
to amend the first so as to read as follows:

Resolved, That as soon as the Constitu-
tion framed by the Convention is signed,
attested copies of the same be forwarded to
the President of the United States, and to
the President of the Senate and Speaker of
the House of Representatives of Congress,
by the President of the Convention.

The am^endment was adopted.

The resolution, as above amended, was
adopted.

By Mr. Blackburn:

Resolved, That the Convention authorize
the Couimitteo on Printing to have ten
thousand copies of the Constitution
printed in pamphlet form by theproi^rietor
of the New Orleans Republican newspaper;
Provided, Said proprietor will furnish the
ten thousand copies for fifteen hundred
dollars.

Mr. Crane moved to amend by striking

out the word "Republican," and inserting

the word ' 'Tribune.
'

'

Lost—ayes 22, nays 53—as follows:

Yeas: Bonseigneur, Bonnefoi, Brown,
Butler, Crane, Depasseau, G. Duparte,
Duiilessis, Esnard, Ferguson, R. H. Isa-

belle, Jackson, Lange, Leroy, R. Lewis,
Martin, Moses, Mushaway, Riard Ro-
tlriguez, Smith, Tinchant—22.
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Nays: Antoine, Baker, Bertonneau,
Blackburn, Blandin, Barrel Cooley, Craw-
ford, Cuney, P. G. Deslondo, Jos. Des-
londe, Donato, Douglas, U. Dupart, Gardi-
ner, Gaichard, Harper, Harris, Hempstead,
Ingraham, Tlios. Isabelle, Jones, Kelso,

Landers, J. B. Lewis, Marie, Massicot,

Meadows, McLei-an, McMillen, Morris,
Murrel, Myers, Newsham, Oliver, Packard,
Pierce, Poindexter, Pollard, Beagan, Keese,

Eiggs, Schwab, Snaer, Thibaut, Un-
derwood, Valfroit, Vandergriflf, Vidal,

Waples, Wickliffe, Williams, "Wilson—53.

Mr. Blackburn's resolution was adopted.

Ayes 44, nays 30, as follows:

Ayes: Antoine, Baker, Blackburn,
Brown, Burrel, Crawford, Cuney, P. G.
Deslonde, J. Deslonde, Gardiner, Gui-
cliard. Harper, Harris, Hempstead, Ingra-
ham, T. Isabelle, Jackson, Jones, Kelso,

Landers, Leroy, J. B. Le-sWs, Marie, Massi-
cot, Meadows, McLeran, McMillen, Mor-
ris, Murrel, Myers, Newsliam, Oliver,

Packard, Pierce, Pollard, Reagan, Beese,
Biggs, Schwab, Snaer, Underwood, Vidal,

Wickliife, Wilson—44 ayes.

Nays: Bertonneau, Blandin, Bonsei-
gneur, Bonnefoi, Butler, Cooley, Crane,
Dejjasseau, Donato, Douglas, G. Duparte,
U. Dupart, Duplessis, Esuard, Ferguson,
R. H. Isabelle, Lange, B. Lewis, Moses,
Musliaway, Poindexter, Riard, Rodriguez,
Smith, Thibaut, Tinchant, Valfroit, Van-
dergriflf, Waples, WiUiams—30 nays.

Mr, Crawford moved to reconsider the

last vote.

Lost—ayes 28, nays 51—as follows:

Ayes: Bertonneau, Blandin, Bonseigueur,
Bonnefoi, Butler, Cooley, Crane, Craw-
ford, Depasseau, Donato, Douglas, Du-
parte G., Dupart U., Duplessis, Esnard,
Ferguson, Harrison, Isabelle R. H., Lange,
Leroy, Lewis J. B., Lewis R., Moses,
Mushaway, Riard, Rodriguez, Smith, Tin-
chant, Williams—28 ayes.

Nays: Antoine, Baker, Blackburn, Brown,
Burrel, Cromwell, Cuney, Deslonde P. G.,
Deslonde Jos. , Gardiner, Guichard, Har-
per, Harris, Hempstead, Ingraham, Isa-

belle Thos., Jackson, Jones, Kelso, Lan-
ders, Marie, Martin, Massicot, Meadows,
McLeran McMillen, Morris, Murrel,
Myers, Newsham, Oliver, Packard, Pierce,
Pinchback, Pollard, Reagan, Reese, Riggs,
Schwab, Snaer, Thibaut, Underwood, Val-
froit, Vandergriff, Vidal Wickliflfe, Wilson-^
51 nays.

Mr. Poindexter recorded the reasons for

his vote upon the motion to reconsider the

resolution of Mr. Underwood yesterday,

as follows:

20

I record the following reason for juj
vote: I am opposed to give expense to tha
State for nothing, I vote aye.

Mr. Lange recorded the following rea-

sons for his vote on the adoption of the

Constitution

:

Mr. President and Members of the Constitutionat
Couvention :

Gentlemen—-Please to allow me a small
space in your official journal to record my
vote on the adoption of the Constitution
as a whole. I voted yes, and shall give my
reasons why: Title I, Bill of Eights, secui-es

to every good, honest and loyal citizen of
the State of Louisiana the rights of citizen-

ship, follows the free school system, secures
to my child and to all children throughout
the State their education which their fore-
fathers have been deprived of for two hun-
dred and fifty years, and I sliall sign the
Constitution without any hesitation.

ViCTOK M. LaNC4E,
of East Baton Eouge^

By Mr. McMillen:

Resolved, That the 10,000 copies ordered
above, be printed as soon as possible after
the Constitution is signed and be divided,
equally among the several members of the
Convention for distribution.

Adopted.

Mr. Pinchback moved that the Secretary

proceed to read the engrossed copy of the

Constitution from the desk.

Adopted.

Mr. Wickliffe moved that a committee at

large of three members be appointed to

compare the other engi-ossed cojiies of the

Constitution with the one read from the

desk. Adopted.

The Chair appointed as the committee

Messrs. McMiUen, Pinchback and Berton-

neau.

Mr. Wickliflfe, chairman of the Commit- .

tee on Revision, submitted the following

report:

To the President and Members of the ConstitutionaS.
Convention:

GentiiEmen—Your committee, to whom
was committed the final revision of th<
Constitution, and the enrollment of th<

same, respectfully beg leave to report thai

they have accomplished the labors impo3e4
upon them, and herewith respectfully sub-

mit three copies of the Constitution for th<
signatures of the members of the Con*
vention.

G. M. WiCKiiiTFE, Chairman;
James H. Ingeaham,

J
W. Jasper BiiACKBUBN.
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The report was received, and the com-

mittee discharged.

The Secretary proceeded to read from

fcke official copy the Constitution, as

jidopted.

At the conclusion of the reading, Mr.

ZVfcMillen, chairman of the Select Commit-

tee, rose and reported that the Constitu-

tion has been read in the hearing of the

Convention, and your committee have

carefully compared with it the three coi)ies

thereof committed to them, and find them

to he Gorreci: and complete.

In concluding his report, Mr. McMillen

m.oved to repeal article 99, relating to dis-

franchisement, and to substitute therefor

the article originally adopted by the Con-

Trention.

Mr. Un;lerwood moved to lay the motion

of Mr. McMillen on the table.

Lost—ayes 35, nays 35—as follows;

Yeas: Baker, Belden, Blackburn, Brown,
Burrel, Cromwell, Ciinay, P. G. Deslonde,
Jos. Deslonde, Gardiner, Guichard, Harper,
Hempstead, lugraham, Jones, Lange,
Leroy, Marie, Massicot, Meadows, Mc-
Lerau, Morris, Moses, Newsham, Oliver,

Packard, Poindexter, Pollard, E-eagan,

Schwab, Underwood, VaJfroit, Vidal, Wick-
lifle, Wilson—35 yeas.

Nays: Antoine, Bertonneau, Blandin,
IBonseignour, -Bonneibi, Cooley, Crane,
Crawford, Dearing, Demarest, Depasseau,
I>oiiato, Douglas, G. Duparte, Duplessis,
E^7na,rd, Ferguson, Harrison, K. H. Isa-

l^elle, Tlios. Isabelle, Kelso, Mc^Iillcn,
Mushaway, Myers, Pinchback, Kiard,
Siggs, Rodriguez, Smith, Snaer, Thibaut,
Tiucliiint, Vandsrgrifl;, WaiDles, Williams

—

35 nays. -^

The motion of Mr. McMillen was lost.

Ayes 32, nays 41, as follows:

Yeas: Antoine, Belden, Bertonneau,
Blandin, Bonseigneur, Bonnefoi, Cooley,
Crane, Crawford, Dearing, Depasseau, Do-
^js-ato, Douglas, G. Duparte, Duplessis, Es-
iiard, Fuller, Ferguson, Harrison, Thos.
Isabelle, McLeran, McMillen, Mushaway,
Myers,Piuchback, Riard, Rodriguez, Smith,
'Ihibaut, Tinchant, Vandergiifi', Williams

—

32.
Nays: Baker, Blackburn, Brown, Burrel,

Cromwell, P. G. Deslonde, Jos. Deslonde,
1J. Dupart, Gardiner, Harjjer, Harris,
Hempstead Ingraham, R. H. Isabelle Jones,
Landers, Lange, Leroy, Marie, Massicot,
!Meadows, Morris, Moses, Murrel, Newsham,
Oliver, Packard, Pierce, Poindexter, Pol-

lard, Reagan, Reese, Riggs, Schwab, Snaer,
Underwood, Valfroit, Vidal, Waiiles, Wick-
liflfe, Wilson—41.

IMr. Wickliflfe moved that the Conven-

tion do now proceed to sign the Constitu-

tion.

Adopted.

The President directed the roll to be
called, which was done, and the delegates,

in the order in which their names were

read by the Secretary, step[)ed forward to

the President's desk and affixed their sig-

natures to each of the three engrossed co-

I)ies of the Constitution, excej)t Messrs.

Barret, Bernard, Edwards and Ludeling,

who were absent, and Messrs. Cooley,

Crawford, Dearing, Ferguson and Harrison,

who refused to sign it.

When Mr. Barrett's name was called,

Mr. Cooley presented the following protest

signed by Messrs. Barrett and Ludeling.

Mr. Meadows moved that the Conven-

tion refuse to receive the jprotest and that

it be returned to the signers.

The motion was not acted upon.

Mr. Tinchant moved to reject the protest.

Lost.

On motion of Mr. Wicklifife the protest

was received, and ordered to be sj^read

upon the minutes.

The undersigned, members of the Con-
stitutional Convention of the State of
Louisiana, respectfully submit the follow-

ing as some of the reasons which impel
tliem to refuse to sign the Constitution
which the Convention has framed:

1st. Because, in the Bill of Rights, social

equality is attempted to be enforced, and
the right of citizens to control their own
property is attempted to be taken from
them for the benefit of the colored race.

2d. Because a judicial system has been
adopted which is radically defective, which
renders uncertain and insecure the rights

to property and the liberties of the people.
3d. Because the proposed Constitution

disfranchises a large, influential and intelli-

gent class of citizens of the State. This is

impolitic, dangerous and unjust, and is

opposed to Republican principles.

4th. Because a system of public educa-
tion is forced upon the people, whereby the
whites, who are to support the schools by
taxes levied on their proj^erty, wiU be prac-
tically debarred of the advantages of the
public schools. Mixed schools will not
elevate the negroes, but will debase the
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whites. Another effect of this system will

be the neglect of the education of the
colored children.

5th. The oath of office is inconsistent

with the disfranchising clause of the Con-
stitution, and is absurd.

6th. Tiie direct tendency of the Constitu-

tion as a whole, is to establish negro su-

premacy in the State.

The undersigned believe that the adop-
tion of the Constitution will drive many
citizens from and will prevent emigration to

the State, retard her progress, destroy her
internal improvements and blight her
prosperity.

They, therefore, respectfully ask that
these reasons may be entered upon the
journal of the Convention.

Jno. T. LrDELrNG,
of Ouachita and CaldweU,

Jno. L. Barret,
of Union.

The following jDrotest by Mr. Baker was

ordered to be spread upon the minutes:

The removal of deep-seated prejudices

and time-honored civilized customs by mere
acts of legislation, is not encouraged by the
teachings of history. Bearing this in mind,
I must, as a practical man, dissent from
some of the provisions of the Constitution
as adopted, but I vote for the instrument
as a whole, believing that a return to civil

rule, even upon a basis that may be tempo-
rary, or under an organic law which in some
of its provisions may be unjust, is prefer-
able for the people of Louisiana to that fur-

ther ruin—both moral and political—into
which they must soon drift under our pres-
ent status of anarchy and military desi^ot-

ism. L. W. Baker,
of Bossier.

The following protest of Messrs. Cooley,

Harrison, Dearing and Ferguson, was

ordered to be spread upon the minutes

:

I refuse to sign the Constitution adopted
by the Convention for the following rea-

sons :

_
1. Article 13, of title 1, BiU of Eights,

violates the rights of private property; and
this, to do that which legislation has
always failed to effect, viz: social equahty,
and a social equality which is abhorrent to

all our traditions, and repugnant to the laws
of nature.

That this violation of the rights of private
property, for the above purpose, v/as de-
liberately designed and intended, is evident
from the proceedings of the Convention.
Article 13 was hurriedly passed under the
operation of the pre\'ious question, which
prevented all amendments, so that a view
of testing the sincerity of delegates who

disclaim the intention of forcing social
equality, I offered the following proviso
to the article. No. 14: ''Provided, Nothing
contained in article 13, shall be construed
to give greater rights to any persons of
whatever I'ace or color, than are now pos-
sessed by persons of the white race."

This i^roviso was almost unanimously
voted down. Thus, the colored delegates
declared positiA^ely and emphatically, that
they were not satisfied for themselves, with
the rights now possessed by white men.
This article so subsersive of all the

rights of property, fmd designed to force
such an unjust and unnatual equality, bears
the number thirteen; it is hoped by the
undersigned, the usual misfortune which is

said to attend that number, may not fail

when this Constitutton is submitted to the
people of Louisiana for ratification.

2. The Governor of the State, under this
Constitution, is only required to be twenty-
one years of age, and a resident of the
State for two years ijreceding his election.

I believe the Chief Magistrate of a great
State Hke Louisiana, should be more than
a mere youth ; and possess a better know-
ledge of its laws, ti'aditions and necessities

than can be acquired in the space of two
years.

3. Contrary to the custom in every State,
and therein following the example of the
Constitution of 1364:, the jiresent Consti-
tution allows the Lieutenant Governor a
salary of three thousand dollars per annunx
for the performance of no other services
than those of presiding officer of the
Senate for sixty days! This is an unheard
of and extravagant waste of the moneys
belonging to a people already ruined, and
that, merely to gratify a set of vampires on
the public treasury.

4. Article 75, in prescribing the qxialifi-

cations of the judges of the Supreme
Court, only requires that the lawyers ap-
pointed to that bench, shall have practiced
law for three years in the State. It is a
notorioiTs fact that our system of laws can-
not be mastered in three 3'ears; and that

in such a short space of time, cnly a rudi-

mentary knowledge of it can be acquired.
This article was adopted with a view of
filling our Supreme Bench Avith lawyers
who have only recently been practicing in
our State. These latter will be less com-
petent at the end of three years practice

with us, than one who began the study of

the law with oi(r system, because dui'ing

those three years they will have two very
ditficult tasks to jierform, to learn a new-

system and forget an old one. The last

bulwark for the security of titles in

this State wiU be a bench totally unfit by
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previous education to understand, and con-

fieqaently expound our laws.

5. The qualification of practice for two
years in tliis State, required for tlie district

judges, by article 84, is not sufficient, and
when I reflect that these judges are made
electire by the people, who at the best are

totally unqualified to appreciate the merits

of a lawyer, I cannot help the conviction

that such a system with such quatificatious

required, will overthrow completely the

object of a judiciary. In fact, the State

will have judges, biit not a judiciary.

The Constitution has adopted partially

the old probate judge system, simply add-
ing to the jurisdiction of our ancient par-

ish judges, some matters properly belong-

ing to the ordinary civil jurisdiction

of courts. But all successions are required

to be opened and finally settled in the par-

ish courts. (See Art. 87.) And for a court
Laving to pass upon the most difficult ques-

tions under or.r laws, there relating to mat-
ters of successions, the judge is made elec-

tive by the people; and he is required to

possess no qualification, except that he
shall be a citizen of the United States. Even
the nominal (qualification of "learned in

law," was stricken out. And I heard dele-

gates say this was done to enable the freed-

men to hold the place of parish judges.

7. Independently of the above specific

and detailed objections, I have a general

one to the whole judicial system established

by this Constitution. I refer to the elec-

!

tive system adopted. The evil effects of

that system have been too severely felt by
the people of this State, to permit me ever

to consent to its re-establishment.

8. Article 91t, regulating the exercise of

the elective franchise and the right of hold-

ing office, is anti-republican, in direct con-
flict with the principles already established

in the title of the "Bill of Eights," aud
will disfranchise a large class of the people
of this State; and that class is composed of

the very material which past events have
proven to us we must draw from, if we wish
oompetent men to manage the affairs of

State. The condition upon which they are

offered the exeicise of the elective franchise
and the capacity to hold office, is unjust,
illiberal, ungenerous and humiliating, and
unworthy of being considered as emanating
from an American head and American
heart.

9. The oath of office required by Art. 99
is simply an absurdity—and exhibits in its

clearest light, the total incapacity of the
members of the Convention to fulfill the
mission confided to them. What security
wiU the colored race have in the oath of an
office, if the Constitution which he himself
liaa made, does not afford it to them ?

10. The system of public education
adopted in the Constitution, Art. 134, will

defeat the ends ijroposed by its advocates
;

besides being unjust to the white people of
the State, who will be called upon to pay
ninety-nine one-hundredths part of the
funds to carry it on. It is also another at-

tempt to estabUsh, by law, the social equal-
ity of all classes and color. I beheve thS
system will work irreparable injury to the
colored race—because the whites wiU never
mix with them or allow their children to go
to the same schools—and without the help
of the whites, they cannot establish and
carry on a system of public education.

11. Because by Art. 1?A. abolishing tacit

moi'tgage.s for the future, as well as those exist-

ing in the past, (the latter after a certain time)
the Constitution violates the Constitution
of the United States which prohibits the
divestiture of vested rights and the impair-
ing of obligations. Aud also, because the
same article by requiring that every species

of privilege, without any distinction what-
ever, and of whateA'er amount shall be reg-

istered to be effectual, will cripple and para-

lize commercial operations—and thus ruin
the commercial industry of the State.

12. Because the schedule reports certain

laws—and from these laws certain rights

have already accrued to private individuals;

which repeal is a violation of the Constitu-
tion of the United States.

13. Because the ordinance attached to

the Constitution is unjust and 'imfair—cal-
culated to open every door to fraud and
corruption—and merely intended to secure
the election of certain parties to office,

without consulting the general good.
Generally, I would state, I accepted a

position in this body with a view of doing
all the good I could for the people of this

State, black and white, believing it best to

accept the situation as I found it; and be-

lieving also, the freedmen of the State could
be made to understand their best interests.

I have been sadly deceived.

W. H. COOLET,
Delegate from Point Coupee and West

Baton Rouge.

We, the undersigned, concur in the rea-

sons assigned by Judge Cooley, for refusing

to sign the Constitution, and adopt them as

our reasons for refusing to sign the said

Constitution.

Geo. W. Deabing, Jk.,

of Rapides,
Thos. p. Hakkison,
G. W. Fekguson.

Mr. Crane recorded the following expla-

nation of his vote:

My opposition to many parts and articles

of this Constitution are indicated by my
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votes in tlie Joiu-nal of the Convention, but
the good featiu'es preponderate over the
bad in my opinion, and, therefore, I vote
for the adoption of the instrnment as a
whole, and sign the same.

W. R. Crane.

The Secretary presented the following

authorization from Mr. Gair, who was

absent, to sign the Constitution for him,

and, with the consent of the Convention,

signed it for Mr. Grair

:

Mechanics' Institute,
\

New Orleans, La., Feb. 15, 18G8. \

I authorize Mr. "\Vm. Vigers to sign my
name to the Constitution, Nvlien adopted as

a whole. JoH^f Gaie,
of East Feliciana.

The following i^rotest of Messrs. McMil-

len, Fuller, Steele, Vandergriff and Lynch
was ordered to be spread upon the minutes:

We desire I'espectfully to protest against

the article on disfranchisement as subversive
of the principles of true Republican govern-
ment, but belie\-ing that the adojition of the
Constitution, defective as it may be in our

j

judgment, is desirable as the speediest and
j

surest method of restoring the State to her
[

place in the Union. We deem it our duty
to sign and advocate the adoption of the
same. W. L. McMiLiiEN,

H. W. Fuller,
H. R. Steele,
John B. Vandergbitf,
John Lynch.

The following protest of Messrs. Pinch-

back, Donato, Blandin and Esnard, was

ordered to be spread ujjon the minutes

:

We sign the Constitution with a protest
against the 99th article, as we are now, and
ever have been, advocates of universal
suffrage, it being one of the fundamental
principles of the Radical Republican party.

P. B. S. Pinchback,
of Orlens, Second District.

Aug. Donato, Jr.
O. C. Blandin.
J. B. Esnard.

The following protest of Mr. Belden,

against the disfranchising clauses of the

Constitution, was ordered to be spread upon
the minutes:

I am opposed to article ninety-nine, for
the reasons assigned heretofore on its adop-
tion.

I am in favor of its repeal, with the hope
of being able to reach the guilty, and re-

lieve those who are not guilty, from the ef-

1

fects of this article. Every man in this
j

State knows who is responsible for the de-

1

vastation, desolation and ruin, that marks
the habitations and territory of this and
other States of the South. Every man ia
this State knows the authors of the loss of
the hves of so many of the fathers and
sons of our country; every man in this

State knows the men who clothed the

j

women and children of our once happy land
in • mourning, for the loss of their

j

fathers and sons. Every man in the State

I

knows the guilty men to l)e the politicians
and office-holders who had the control and
management of the Government of Louis-
iana in 1860 and 1861, and who were iu

I concert with men of like character in other

I

Southern States, and not the men who
I

were driven into the rebellion by the result

I

of the jjowerful combinations concocted

i

and consummated by these politicians and
j

office-holders. My objection, therefore, to
' the article is that it has the effect of dis-

franchising the men who were forcibly
driven into the late rebellion, while the
men who conspired to destroy the Unioa
(as a general rule) are free from disfran-
chisement.

S. Belden, of Orleans.

The Constitution, reading as follows, was
signed iu the order and by the members
hereafter named:

PREAMBLE.
We, the people of Louisiana, in order to

establish justice, insure domestic tranquil-

lity, jjromote the general welfare, and se-

cure the blessings of liberty to ourselves

and our posterity, do ordain and establish,

this Constitution.

CONSTITUTION.
title I—BILL OF RIGHTS.

Article 1. All men are created free and
equal, and have certain innlienable rights;

among these are life, liberty and the pur-

suit of happiness. To seccure these rights,

governments are instituted among men,, de-

riving their just powers from the consent of

the governed.

Art. 2. All person, without regard to race,

color, or previous condition, born or natural-

ized in the United States, and subject to

the jurisdiction thereof, and residents of

this State for one year, are citizens of this

State. The citizens of this State owe
allegiance to the United States; and this

allegiance is paramount to that which they

owe to the State. They shall enjoy the

same civil, political and |[publiG rights and
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privileges, and be subject to the same
pains and penalties.

Art. 3. There shall be neither slavery nor

involuntary servitude in this State, other-

"wise than for the punishment of crime,

"whereof the party shall have been duly con-

victed.

Aet. 4. The press shall be free ; every

citizen may freely speak, writQ and jDubHsh

Ms sentiments on all subjects, being re-

sponsible for tlie abuse of this liberty.

Akt. 5. The right of the people peacea-

bly to assemble and petition the Govern-

ment, or any department, thereof, shall

never be abridged.

Akt. 6. Prosecutions shall be by indict-

ment or information. The accused shall

be entitled to a speedy public trial by an

impartial jury oc the parish in which the

offense was committed, unless the venue be

changed. He shall not be compelled to

give evidence against himself; he shall have

the right of bt-ing heard by himself or

counsel; he shall have the right of meeting

the witnesses face
_
to"nFace~ and sliall have

compulsory process for obtaining witnesses

in his favor. He shall not be tried twice

for the same offense.

Aet. 7. All persons shall be bailable by
SuflScient securities, unless for capital of-

fenses where the proof is evident, or the

presum^jtion great, or unless after convic-

tion, for any crime or offense punishable

with death or impr'isonmeut at hard labor.

The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus

shall not be suspended.

Aet. 8. Excessive bail shall not be re-

quired; excessive fines shall not be imposed;

xior cruel, or unusual punishments iuiiicted.

Aet. 9. The right of the jDeople to be

secure in their persons, houses, papers and

effects, against unreasonable searches and
seizures, shaU. not be violated; and no war-

rant shall issue but upon probable cause,

supported by oath or affirmation, and j)ar-

ticularly describing the place to be searched,

or the person or things to be seized.

Aet. 10. All courts shall be open; and
every person for injui-y done him in his

land, goods, person or reputation, shall

Jiave adequate remedy by due process of

law, and justice administered without de-

nial or unreasonable delay.

Aet. 11. No law shall be jjassed fixing

the price of manual labor.

Art. 12. Every person has the natural

right to worship God according to the dic-

tates of his conscience. No religious test

shall be required as a qualification for

office.

Aet. 13. All persons shall enjoy equal

rights and privileges upon any conveyance

of a public character; and all places of busi-

ness, or of ]Dublic resort, or for which a li-

cense is required by either State, parish or

municipal authority, shall be deemed i^laces

of a public character, and shaD be opened to

the accommodation and patronage of all

persons, without distinction or discrimina-

tion on account of race or color.

Aet. 14. The rights enumerated in this

title shall not be construed to limit or

abridge other rights of the i^eople not herein

expressed.

title n—liEGISIiATIVE DEPAETiMENT.

Art. 15. The legislative power of the State

shall be vested in two distinct branches; the

one to be styled the House of Representa-

tives, the other the Senate, and both the

General Assemby of the State of Louisiana.

Art. 16. The members of the House of

Representatives shall continue in ofiSce for

two years from the day of the closing of

the general elections.

Aet. 17. Representatives shall be chosen

on the first M onday in November every two

years, and the election shall be completed

in one day. The General Assembly shall

meet annually on the first Monday in Janu-

ary, unless a different day be appointed by
law, and their sessions shall be held at the

seat of government.

Aet. 18. Every elector under this Consti-

tution shall be eligible to a seat in the House
of Representatives; and every elector who
has reached the age of twenty-five years,

shall be eligible to the Senate; Provided,

that no person shall be a Representative or

Senator unless at the time of his election he

be a qualified elector of the representative

or senatorial district from which he is

elected.
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Abt. 19. Eleetious for members of the

General Assembly sliall be held at the sev-

eral election precincts established by law.

Art. 20. Representation in the House of

Rej^resentatives shall be aqual and uniform

;

and after the first General Assembly elected

under this Constitution, shall be ascertained

and reg'ulated by the total population, each

parish in the State baing entitled to at least

one representative. A census of the State

by State authority shall be taken in the

year eighteen hundred and seventy-five, and

every ten years thereafter. In case of in-

formality, omission, or error in the census

returns from any parish or election district,

the General Assembly may order a new cen-

sus taken in such parish or election district;

but until the State census of eighteen hun-

dred and seventy-five, the apportionment

of the State shall be made on the basis of

the census of the United States for the

year eighteen hundred and seventy.

Akt. 21. The General Assembly, at the

first session after the making of each enu

meration, shall apportion the representa-

tion amongst the several pai'ishes and I'ep-

resentative districts, on the basis of the

total population, as aforesaid. A repre-

sentative number shall be fixed, and each

parish and representative district shall have

as many representatives as the number of

its total population "wdll entitle it to have;

and an additional representative for any

fraction exceeding one-half of the rejore-

sentative number. The number of repre-

sentatives shall never exceed one hundred

and twenty, nor be less than ninety.

Art. 22. Until an apportionment shall be

made in accordance with the provisions

of article twenty, the rej^resentation in the

Senate and House of Representatives shall

be as follows:

For the parish of Orleans:

First Representative District two
Second " " three
Third " " .' four
Fourth " " two
Fifth " " two
Sixth " " one
Seventh " " two
Eighth " " one
Ninth " " two
Tenth " •' three

Orleans, right bank one
Ascension two
Assumption Itro

Avoyelles tW'O

Baton Rouge, East three
Baton Rouge, West one
Bienville ono
Bossier *wo
Caddo thr-ee

Calcasieu one
Caldwell ono
Carroll two
Catahoula orto

Claiborne two
Concordia tv.o

De Soto two
Feliciana, East two
Feliciana, West one
Franklin ono
Iberville .two
Jackson . one
Jefferson foiu'

Lafayette one
Lafourche two
Livingston ono
Madison one
Morehouse one
Natchitoches .two
Ouachita two
Plaquemines ono
Point Coupee two
Rapides thi'ee

Sabine one
St. Bernard one
St. Charles one
St. Helena one
St. James two
St. John Baptist orto

St. Landry four
St. Martin two
St. Mary two
St. Tammany one
Tensas two
Terrebonne two
Union one
Vermillion one
Washington ono
Winn ono

Total One hundred and one.

And the State shall be divided into the

following senatorial districts, to wit:

The First, Second and Third R?presenta-

tive Districts of New Orleans shall form one

senatorial district, and elect three Sen-

ators.

The Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Representa-

tive districts of New Orleans shall forin

one district, and elect two Senators.

The Seventh, Eighth and Ninth Repre-

sentative Districts of New Orleans and tlio
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parisli of St. Bernard shall form one dis-

trict, and elect two Senators.

The Tenth Eepresentative District of New
Orleans shall form one district, and elect one

Senator.

Orleans, right bank, and the parish of

Plaquemines shall form one district, and
elect one Senator.

The parishes of Jefferson, St. Charles

and St. John Baptist shall form one dis-

trict, and elect two Senators.

The parishes of Ascension and St. James
riiall form one district,* and elect one Sen-

ator.

The parishes of Assumption, Lafourche

and Terrebonne shall form one district,

and elect two Senators.

The parishes of YermiUion and St. Mary
^ shall form one district, and elect one Sena-

tor.

The i>arishes of Calcasieu, Lafayette and
iSt. Landry shall form one district, and
dect two Senators.

The parishes of Livingston, St. Helena,

Washington and St. Tammany shall form
one district, and elect one Senator.

The parisJies of Point Coupee, East
Feliciana and West Feliciana shall form
one district, and elect two Senators.

The parish of East Baton Kouge shall

Jorm one district, and elect one Senator.

The i^arishes of West Baton Eouge, Iber-

ville and St. Martin shall form one district,

Mid elect two Senators.

The parishes of Concordia and Avoyelles

ihall form one district, and elect one Sen-

ator.

The parishes of Tensas and Franklin
shall form one district and elect one Sen
ator.

The parishes of Carroll, Madison and
Morehouse shall form one district, and
elect two Senators.

Tlie parishes of Ouachita and Caldwell

shall form one district, and elect one
Senator.

The parishes of Jackson and Union shall

foiTB one district, and elect one Senator.

The parishes of Bossier, Bienville and
Claiborne shaU form one district, and elect

two Senators.

The parish of Caddo shall form one dis-

trict, and elect one Senator.

The parishes of DeSoto, Natchitoches and
Sabine shall form one district, and elect

two Senators.

The parish of Eapides shall form one dis-

trict, and elect one Senator,

The parishes of Catahoula and Winn
shall form one district, and elect one Sen-

ator.

Thirty-six Senators in aU.

Art. 23. The House of Eepresentatives

shall choose its Speaker and other officers.

Art. 24. Electors, in all cases except

treason, felony or breach of the peace,

shall be privileged from arrest during their

attendance on, going to and returning from
elections.

Art. 25. At its first session under this

Constitution, the General Assembly shall

provide by law that the names and resi-

dence of aU qualified electors shall be regis-

tered, in order to entitle them to vote, but

the registry shall be free of 'cost to the

elector.

Art. 26. No person shall be entitled to

vote at any election held in this State, ex-

cept in the parish of his residence and at

the election precinct in which he is regis-

tered; Provided, That no voter in remov-

ing from one parish to another, shaU loose

the right to vote in the former until he has

acquired it in the latter.

Art. 27. The members of the Senate

shall be elected for the term of four years;

and when assembled, the Senate' shall have

power to choose its own officers, except as

hereinafter provided.

Art. 23. The General Assembly shall

divide the State into senatorial districts

whenever it apportions representation in

the House of Eepresentatives.

Art. 29. No j)arish shall be divided in

the formation of a senatorial district, the

parish of Cleans excepted ; and whenever

a new parish shall be created, it shall be

attached to the senatorial disti'ict from

which most of its territory is taken, or to

another contiguous district, at the discre-

tion of the General Assembly; but shall not

be attached to more than one district. The
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number of Senators shall be thirty-six; and

they shall be apportioned, among the sena-

torial districts according to the total popu-

lation of said districts.

Art. 30. In all apportionments of the

Senate, the total population of the State

shall be divided by the number thirty-six,

and the result produced by this division

shall be the senatorial ratio entitling a sena-

torial district to a Senator.

Single or contiguous parishes shall be

formed into districts having a population

the nearest possible to the number entitling

a district to a Senator; and if the appor-

tionment to make a parish or district fall

short of, or exceed the ratio, then a dis-

trict may be formed, having not more than

two Senators, but not otherwise. No new
a^jportionment shall have the effect of

abridging the term of service of any Seua-

tor already elected at the time of making

the apportionment. After an enumeration

has been made, as directed in the twentieth

article, the General Assembly shall not pass

any law till an apportionment of representa-

tion in both Houses of the General Assem-

bly be made.

Art. 31. At the first session of the Gen-

eral Assembly after this Constitution goes

into effect, the Senators shall be divided

equally by lot into two classes; the seats of

the Senators of the first class to be vacated

at the expiration of the term of the first

House of Representatives; those of the sec-

ond class at the expiration of the term of

the second House of Bepresentatives; so

that one-half shall be chosen every two

years successively. When a district shall

have elected two Senators, their respective

terms of ofiice shall be determined by lot

between themselves.

Art. 32. The first-slection for Senators

shall be held at the same time with the

election for rei)resentatives; and thereafter

there shall be elections of Senators at the

same time with each genenral election of

representatives, to fill the places of those

Senators whose term of office may have ex-

pired.

Art. 83. Not less than a majority of the

members of each House of the General

Assembly shall form a quorum to transact

business; but a smaller number may adjoiu'n

from day to day, and shall have full power

to compel the attendance of absent mem-
bers.

Art. 34. Each House of the General

Assembly shall judge of the qualifications,

election, and returns of its members, but a

contested election shall be determined in

such manner as may be prescribed by law.

Art. 35. Each House of the General

Assembly may determine the rules of its

proceedings, punish a member for dis-

orderly conduct, and with a concurrence of

two-thirds, expel a member, but not a

second time for the same oflense.

Art. 36. Each House of the General As-

sembly shall keep and publish weekly a

journal of its proceedings; and the yeas

and nays of the members on any question,

at the desire of any two of them, shall be

entered on the journal.

Art. 37. Each House may punish by im-

prisonment any person not a member for

disrespect and disorderly behavior in its

presence, or for obstructing any of its pro-

ceedings; such imprisonment shaU not ex-

ceed ten days for any one offense.

Art. 38. Neither House shall adjourn for

more than three days, nor to any other

place than that in wliieh it may be sitting,

during the sessions of the General Assem-

bly, without the consent of the other.

Art. 39. The members of the General

Assembly shall receive from the public

Treasury a compensation for their services,

which shall be eight dollars per day during

their attendance, going to and returning

from the sessions of their respective Houses.

This compensation may be increased or

diminished by law, but no alteration shall

take effect during the period of service of

the members of the House of Eepresenta-

tives by which such alteration shall have

been made. No session shall extend beyond

the period of sixty days, to date from its

commencement; and any legislative action

had after the expiration of said period of

sixty days shall be null and void; but the

first General Assembly that shall convene

after the adoption of this Constitution, may
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continue in session for one hundred and
twenty days.

Art. 40. The members of the General

Assembly, in all cases excejit treas(m, felony

or breach of the peace, shall be pri-valeged

from arrest during their attendance at tbe

sessions of their resi^ective houses, and
going to or returning from the same; and
for any speech or debate in either House
shall not be qiiestioued in any other place.

Art. 41. No Senator or Eepresentativo

during the term for which he was elected,

nor for one year thereafter, shall be ap-

pointed to any cixil office of profit under
this State, which shall have been created,

or the emoluments of which may have been
increased during the time such Senator or

Kepresentative was in office.

Art. 42. No bill shall have the force of a

law, until on three several days it be read
in each House of the General Assembly,

and free discussion allowed thereon; unless

four-fifths of the House where the bill is

pending, may deena it exi^edient to dis-

pense with this rule. '

Art. 43. All bills for raising revenue
shall originate in the House of Eepresenta-

tives; but the Senate may propose amend-
ments as in other bills; Provided, It shall

not introduce any matter under the color

of an amendment, which does not relate to

raising revenue.

Art. 4J. The General Assembly shall

regulate by whom, and in what manner,
•writs of election shall be issued to fill the

vacancies which may occur in either branch
thereof.

Art 45. On the confirmation or rejec-

tion of the officers to be appointed by the

Governor with the advice and consent of

the Senate, the vote shall be taken by yeas

and nays ; and the names of the Senators

voting for and against the appointments

resi^ectively, shall be entered on the

journals to be kept for the purpose, and
made pubHc on or before the end of each

session.

Art. 46. Returns of all elections for mem-
bers of the General Assembly shall be made
to the Secretary of State.

Art. 47. In the year in which a regular

election for a Senator of the United States

is to take place, the members of the General

Assembly shall meet in the Hall of the

House of liei^resentatives on the second

Monday following the meeting of the Gen-
eral Assembly and proceed to said election.

TITLE in—EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT.

Art. 48. The suj^reme executive power
of the State shall be vested in a Chief Magis-

trate, who shall be styled the Governor of

the State of Louisiana. He shall hold his

office during the term of four years, and

together with the Lieutenant Governor,

chosen for the same term, be elected as fol-

lows: The qualified electors for represent-

atives shall vote for Governor and Lieute-

nant Governor at the time and jjlace of

voting for representatives; the returns of

every election shall be sealed up and trans-

mitted by the proiier returning officer to the

Secretary of State, who shall deliver them
to the Spepvker of the House of Representa-

tives on the second day of the session

of the General Assembly then to be

holdeu. The members of the General As-

sembly shall meet in the House of Repre-

sentatives to examine and count the votes.

The person having the greatest number of

votes for Governor shall be declared duly

elected; but in case of a tie Vote between

two or more candidates, one of them shall

immediately be chosen Governor by joint

vote of the members of the General Assem-

bly. The person having the greatest num-
ber of votes polled for Lieutenant Gover-

nor shall be Lieutenant Governor; but in

case of a tie vote between two or more can-

didates, one of them shall be immediately

chosen Lieutenant Governor by joint vote

of the members of the General Assembly.
Art. 49. No person shall be eligible to

the office of Governor or Lieutenant Gov-

ernor, who is not a citizen of the United

States, and a resident of this State two

years next preceding his election.

Art. 50. The Governor shall be ineligible

for the succeeding four years after the ex-

piration of the time for which he shall have

been elected.

Art. 51. The Governor shall enter on the

discharge of his duties on the second Mon-

day in January next ensuing his election,

and shall continue in office until the Mon-
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day next succeeding the clay that his suc-

cessor shall be declared duly elected, and

shall have taken the oath or affirmation re-

quired by the Constitution.

AisT. 52. No member of Congress, or any

person holding office under the United

States Government, shall be ehgiole to the

office of Grovernor or Lieutenant Governor.

Aet. 53. la case of impeachment of the

Governor, his removal from office; death,

refusal or inability to qualify, or to discharge

the powers and duties of his office, resig-

nation or absence from the State, the

powers and dutie-5 of the office shall de-

volve upon the Lieutenant Governor for

the residue of the term, or until the Gov-

ernor, absent or impeached, shall return or

be acquitted, or the disabihty be removed.

The Genei'al Assembly may provide by law

for the case of removal, impeachment,

death, resignation, disability or refusal to

qualify, of both the Govern )r and the Lieu-

tenant Governor, declaring what officer

shall act as Governor; and such officer shall

act accordingly, until the disability be re-

moved, or for the remainder of the term.

Art. 54. The Lieueutaut Governor or

officer discharging the duties of Governor,

shall, during his administration, receive

the same compensation to which the Gov-
ernor would have been entitled had he con-

tinued in office.

Art. 55. The Lieutenant Governor shall,

by virtue of his office, be President of the

Senate, but shall only vote when the Senate

is equally divided. Whenever he shall ad-

minister the government, or shall be unable

to attend as President of the Senate, the

Senators shall elect one of their own mem-
bers as President of the Senate for the time

being.

Art. 56. The Governor shall receive a

salary of eight thousand dollars per annum,
ppyable quarterly, on his own warrant.

Art. 57. The Lieutenant Governor shall

receive a salary of three thousand dollars

per annum, payable quarterly upon his

own warrant.

Art. 58. The Governor shall have power
to grant reprieves for all offenses against

the State, and, except in cases of impeach-
ment, shall, with the consent of the Senate,

have power to grant pardons, remit fines

and forfeitures, after conviction. In cases

of treason, he may grant reprieves until

the end of the next session of the General

Assembly, in which the power of pardoning^

shall be vested. In cases when the punish-

ment is not imprisonment at hard labor,

the party upon being reprieved by the Gov-
ernor, shall be released if in actual custody,

until final action by the Senate.

Art. 59. He shall be Commander-in Chief

of the Militia of this State, except when
they shall be called into the service of the

United States.

Art. 60. He shall nominate, and, by and
with the advice and consent of the Senate,

appoint all officers whose offices are estab- ,

lished by the Constitution, and whose ap-

pointments are not herein otherwise pro-

vided for ; Provided, however, that the

General Assembly shall have a right to

prescribe the mode of ai^pointment to all

other offices established by law.

Art. 61. TheGovernor shall have power
to fill vacancies that may happen during

the recess of the Senate, by granting com-

missions which shall ex^jire at the end of

the next session thereof, unless otherwise

provided for in this Constitution; but no
person who has been nominated for office

and rejected by the Senate, shall be ap-

pointed to the same office, during the recess

of the Senate.

Art. 62. He may require information in

writing from the officers in the executive

department, upon any subject relating to

the duties of their respective offices.

Art. 63. He shall, from time to time, give

the General Assembly information respect-

ing the situation of the State, and recom-

mend to their consideration such measures

as he may deem expedient.

Art. 64. He may, on extraordinary occa-

sions, convene the General Assembly at the

seat of government, or at a different place

if that should have become dangerous from

an enemy or from epidemic; and in case of

disagreement between the two Houses as to

the time of adjournment, he may adjourn

them to such time as he may think proper,

not exceeding four months.
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Aet. 65 He shall take care that the laws

be faithfully executed.

Art. 66. Every bill which shall have

passed both Houses shall be presented to

the Governor; if he ajjprove he shall sign

it; if he do not he shall return it with his

objections to the House in which it orig-

inated, which shall enter the objections at

large upon its journal, and proceed to re-

consider it. If, after such reconsideration,

two-thirds of all the members present in

that House shall agree to pass the bill, it

shall bo sent with the objections to the

other House, by which it shall likewise be

reconsidered, and if approved by two-thirda

of the members jDreseut in that House, it

shall be a law. But in such cases the vote

of both Houses shall be determined by yeas

and nays, and the names of members voting

for or against the bill shall be entered on

the journal of each House respectively. If

any bill shall not be returned by the Gov-

ernor within five days after it shall have

been presented to him, it shall be a law in

like manner as if he had signed it, unless

the General Assembly, by adjournment,

prevent its return, in which case the said

bill shall be returned on the first day of

the meeting of the General Assembly after

the expiration of said five days, or be a law.

Art. 67. Every order, resolution or vote,

to which the concurrence of both Houses

may be necessary, except on a question of

adjournment, shall be presented to the

Governor, and before it shall take efiect be

approved by him, or, being disapproved

shall be repassed by two-thirds of the mem-
bers present.

Art. 68. There shall be a Secretary of

State, who shall hold his ofiice during the

term for which the Governor shall have

been elected. The records of the State

shall-be kept and preserved in the office of

the Secretary; he shall keej) a fair register

of the official acts and proceedings of the

Governor, and when necessary, shall attest

them; he shall, when required, lay the

said register and all papers, minutes and

vouchers relative to his office , before either

House of the General Assembly, and shall

perform such other duties as may be en-

joined on him by law.

Art. 69. There shall be a Treasurer of

the State, and an Auditor of Public Ac-
counts, who shall hold their respective offi-

ces during the term of four years. At the

first election under this Constitution, the

Treasurer shall be elected for two years.

Art. 70. The Secretary of State, Treas-

urer and Auditor of Public Accounts shall

be elected by the qualified electors of the

State, and in case of any vacancy caused

by the resignation, death or absence of the

Secretary, Treasurer or Auditor, the Gov-
ernor shall order an election to fill said va-

cancies; Provided, The unexi^ired term to

be fiUed be more than twelve months; when
otherwise, the Governor shall appoint a

person to perform the duties of the office

thus vacant until the ensuing general

election.

Art. 71. The Treasurer and the Auditor

shall receive a salary of five thousand dol-

lars per annum each. The Secretary of

State shall receive a salary of three thou-

sand dollars per annum.
Art. 72. All commissions shall be in the

name and by the authority of the State of

Louisiana ; and shall be sealed with the

State seal, signed by the Governor, and

countersigned by the Secretary of State.

TniiE IV—JTrr)ici.ujT department.

Art. 73. The judicial power shall, be

vested in a Supreme Court, in district

courts, in parish courts, and in justices of

the peace.

Art. 74. The Supreme Court, except in

cases hereinafter provided, shaU have ap-

pellate jurisdiction only; which jurisdic-

tion shall extend to all cases when the mat-

ter in dispute shall exceed five hundred

dollars; and to all cases in which the con-

stitutionality or legality of any tax, toU, or

impost of any kind or nature whatsoever,

oranyfine, forfeiture, orpenalty imposed by
a municipal corporation shall be in con-

testation, whatever may be the amount
thereof; and in such cases the appeal shall

be direct from the court in which the case

originated to the Supreme Court; and in

criminal cases, on questions of law only,

whenever the punishment of death, or im-

prisonment at hard labor, or a fine exceed-
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ing three hundred dollars is actually im
posed.

Art. 75. The Supreme Court shall be com
posed of one chief justice and four associ

ate justices, a majority of whom shall con-
stitute a quorum. The chief justice shall

receive a salary of seven thousand five hun-
dred dollars, and each of the associate jus-

tices a salary of seven thousand dollars

annually, payable quarterly on their own
warrants. The chief justice and the asso-
ciate justices shall be appointed by the Gov-
ernor, with the advice and consent of the
Senate, for the term of eight years. They
shall be citizens of the United States, and
shall have practiced law for five years, the
last three thereof next preceding their ap-
pointment in the State. The court shall ap-
point its own clerks, and may remove them
at pleasure.

Aet. 76. The Supreme Court shaU hold
its sessions in the city of New Orleans from
the first Monday in the month of November
to the end of the month of May. The Gen-
eral Assembly shall have power to fix the
sessions elsewhere during the rest of the
year; until otherwise pro-sdded, the sessions
shall be held as heretofore.

Art. 77. The Supreme Court, and each
of the judges thereof, shall have power to
issue writs of habeas corpus at the instance
of persons in actual custody in cases when
they may have appellate jurisdiction.
Akt. 78. No judgment shall be rendered

by the Supreme Court without a concur-
rence of a majority composing the Court.
Whenever the majority can not concur in
consequence of the recusation of any mem-
ber of the Court, the judges not recused
shall have power to call upon any judge or
judges of the district courts, whose duty it

shall be when so called upon to preside in
the place of the judge or judges recused,
and to aid in determining the case.

Art. 79. All judges, by virtue of their
office, shall be conservators of the peace
throughout the State. The style of aU pro-
cess shall be "The State of Louisiana." All
prosecutions shall be carried on in the name
and by the authority of the State of Louis-
iana, and conclude "against the peace and
dignity of the same.
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Art. 80. The judges of all courts, when-
ever practicable, shall refer to the law in vir-

tue of which every definitive judgment is

i-endered; but in all cases they shall adduce
the reasons on which their judgment is

founded.

Art. 81. The judges of all courts shall be
Uable to impeachment for crimes and mis-
demeanors. 1 or any reasonable cause the
Governor shall remove any of them on the
address of two-thirds of the members elected
to each House of the General Assembly. In
every such case the cause or causes for
which such removal may be required shall
be stated at length in the address, and in-
serted in the journal of each House.
Akt. 82. No duties or functions shall ever

be attached by law to the Supreme and dis-
trict courts, or the several judges thereof,
but such as are judicial; and the said judges
are prohibited from receiving any fees of
office, or other compensation than their
salaries, for any official duties performed by
them.
Art. 83. The General Assembly shall divide

the State into Judicial Districts, which shall
remain unchanged for four years, and for
each District Court, one Judge, learned in
the law, shall be elected for each district
by a plurality of the qualified electors
thereof. For each district there shall be
one District Court, except in the parish of
Orleans, in which the General Assembly
may establish as many District Courts as
the pubhc interests may require. Until
otherwise provided, there shall be sevea
District Courts for the parish of Orleans,
with the following original jurisdiction:
the first, exclusive criminal jurisdiction;
the second, exclusive probate jurisdiction;
the third, exclusive jurisdiction of appeals
from justices of the peace; the fourth, fifth,

sixth and seventh District Courts, exclusive
jurisdiction in all civil cases, except pro-
bate, when the sum in contest is above one
hundred dollars, exclusive of interest.

These seven courts shall also have such fur-
ther jurisdiction, not inconsistent herewith,
as shall be conferred by law.
The number of districts in the State shall

not be less than twelve nor more than twen-
ty. The clerks of the District Courts shall.
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be elected by the qualified electors of their

respective parishes, and shall hold their

office for four years.

Aet. 84. Each of said Judges shall re-

ceive a salary to be fixed by law, Avhich shall

not be increased or diminished during his

term of office, and shall never be less than

five thousand dollars. He must be a cit-

izen of the United States, over the age of

twenty-five years, and have resided in the

State and practiced law therein for the

space of two years, next preceding his

election. The Judges of the district courts

shall hold their office for the term of four

years.

Akt. 85. The District Courts shall have

original jurisdiction in all civil cases, when

the amount in dispute exceeds five hundred

dollars, exclusive of interest. In criminal

cases their jimsdiction shall be unlimited.

They shall have appellate jurisdiction in

civil ordinary suits, when the amount in

dispute exceeds one hundred dollars, exclu-

sive of interest.

Art. 86. For each parish court, one

Judge shall be elected by the qualified

electoi's of the parish. He shall hold his

office for the term of two years. He shall

receive a salary and fees, to be provided by

law. Until otherwise provided, each parish

Judge shall receive a salary of one thousand

two hundred dollars per annum, and such

fees as are established by law for clerks of

District Courts. He shall be a citizen of

the United States, and of this State.

Art. 87. The Parish Courts shall have

concurrent jurisdiction with the justices of

the peace, in all cases when the amount in

controversy is more than twenty- five dollars,

an d less than one hundred dollars, exclu-

sive of interest. They shall have exclusive

original jurisdiction, in ordinary suits, in

all cases when the amount in dispute ex

ceeds one hundred dollars and does not ex-

ceed five hundred dollars, subject to an

appeal to the District Court, in all cases,

when the amount in contestation exceeds

one hundred dollars, exclusive of interest.

All successions shall be opened and set-

tled in the Parish Coui'ts; and all suits in

which a succession is either plaintiff or de-

fendant, may be brought either in the

Parish or District Court, according to the

amount involved. In criminal matters, the

Parish Courts shall have jurisdiction in all

cases when the penalty is not necessarily

imprisonment at hard labor or death, and
when the accused shall waive trial by jury.

They shall also have the power of commit-
ting magistrates and such other jurisdiction

as may be conferred on tuem by law. There
shall be no trial by jury before the Parish

Courts.
Aet. 88. In all probate matters when the

amount in dispute shall exceed five hundred
dollars, exclusive of interest, the api^eal

shall be directly from the parish to the Su-

preme Court.

Art. 89. The justices of the peace shall

be elected by the electors of each parish,

in the manner to be provided by the

General Assembly. They shall hold office

for the term of two years and their com-
pensation shall be fixed by law. Their

jurisdiction in civil cases, shall not exceed

one hundred dollars, exclusive of interest,-

subject to an appeal to the parish court, in

all cases when the amount in dispute shall

exceed ten dollars, exclusive of interest.

They shall have such criminal jurisdiction

as shall be provided for by law.

Art. 90. In any case when the judge may
be recused, and when he is not .personally

interested in the matters in contestation, he

shall select a law^'er having the qualifica-

tions required for a judge of his court to

try such cases. And when the judge is per-

sonally interested in the suit, he shall call

upon the parish or district judge, as the

case may be, to try the case.

Art. 91. The General Assembly shall

have power to vest in the j^arish judges the

right to grant such orders and to do such

acts as may be deemed necessary for the

furtherance of the administration of justice;

and in all cases the power thus granted shall

be specified and determined.

Art. 92. There shall be an Attorney

General for the State, who shall be elected

by the qualified electors of the State at

large. He shall receive a salary of five

thousand dollars per annum, payable

quarterly on Jiis own xf arrant, and shall

i
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hold hia office for four years. There shall

be a District Attorney for each judicial

district of the State, who shall be elected

by the qualified electors of the judicial

district. He shall receive a salary of fif-

teen hundred dollars, payable quarterly on

his own warrant, and shall hold his oince

for four years.

Art. 93. There shall b-- a Sheriffand Coro-

ner elected by the qualified electors of each

parish, except the parish of Orleans. In

the parish of Oiieans, there shall be elected

by the qualified electors of the parish at

large, one Sherifffor the Criminal Court,who
shall be the executive officer of said court,

and shall have charge of the parish prison.

There shall also be elected by the qualified

electors of the parish at large, one

Sheriff who shall be the executive

officer of the Civil Courts, and who shall

perform all other duties heretofore devolv-

ing upon the sheriff of the parish of Orleans,

except those herein delegated to the sheriff

of the Criminal Coixrt. The qualified elect-

ors of the city of New Orleans, residing

below the middle of Canal street, shall

elect one Coroner for that district, and the

qualified electoi'S of the city of New Or-

leans, residing above the middle of Canal

street, together vnth those residing in that

part of the parish known as Orleans Eight

Bank, shall elect one Coroner for that dis-

trict. All of said officers shall hold their

office for two years, and receive such fees

of office as may be prescribed by law.

Art. 94. No judicial powers, except as

committing magistrates, in^criuiinal cases,

shall be conferred on any officers other than

those mentioned in this title; except such

as may be necessary in towns and cities;

and the judicial powers of such officers shall

not extend further than the cognizance of

cases arising under the police regulations of

towns and cities in the State. In any case

where such officers shall assume jurisdic-

tion over other matters than those which

may arise under police regulations, or under

their jurisdiction, as committing magis-

trates, they shall be liale to an action of

damages in favor of the party injured, or

Jiis heirs, and a^verdict in^favor of the

party injured shall, ijjso facto, operate a
vacation of the office of said officer.

TITLE V.—IMPE.iCHMENT.

Art. 95. The power of impeachment shall

be vested in the House of Representatives.

Art. 96. Impeachments of the Governor,
Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General,
Secretary of State, Auditor of Public Ac-
counts, State Treasurer, Superintendent of
Public Education, and of the Judges of the
Inferior Courts, Justices of the Peace ex-
cepted, shaU be tried by the Senate; the
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, or the
senior associate Judge thereof, shall preside
during the trial of such impeachments.
Impeachments of the judges of the
Supreme Com-t shall be tried by the
Senate. When sitting as a court of im-
peachment, the Senators shaU be upon oath
or affirmation, and no j^erson shaU be con-
victed without the concurrence of two-
thirds of the Senators present.

Art. 97. Judgments in cases of im-
peachment shall extend only to removal
from office, and disqualification from hold-
ing any office of honor, trust or profit in
the State; but the convicted parties shall,

nevertheless, be subject to indictment,

trial and punishment according to law.

TITLE VI GENERAIi PROVISIONS.

Art. 98. Every male person, of the age
of twenty-one years or upwards, born or

naturalized in the United States, and sub-

ject to the jurisdiction thereof, and a

resident of this State one year next preced-

ing an election, and the last ten days with-

in the T)arish in which he offers to vote,

shall be deemed an elector, except those

disfranchised by this Constitution, and per-

sons under interdiction.

Art. 99. The following persons shall be —J

prohibited from voting and from holding ^

any office : All persons who shall have been

convicted of treason, perjury, forgery,

bribery or other crime punishable in the

penitentiary, and persons under interdic-

tion.

All persons who are estopped from claim-

ing the right of suffrage by abjuring their

allegiance to the United States Govern-

ment, or by notoriously levying war against
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it, or adhering to its enemies, giving them

aid or comfort, but who have not expatri-

ated themselves, nor have been convicted

of any of the crimes mentioned in the first

paragraph of this article, are hereby re-

stored to the said right, except the follow-

ing : Those who held office, civil or mili-

tary, for one year or more, under the or-

ganization styled "the Confederate States

of America ; " those who registered them-

selves as enemies of the United States;

those who acted as leaders of guerilla

bands during the late rebellion;

those who, in the advocacy of treason,

wrote or published newspaper arti-

cles or j)reaciied sermons during the late

rebellion; and those who voted for and

signed an ordinance of secession in any

State. No person included in these ex-

ceptions shall either vote or hold office

until he shaU have relieved himself by

voluntarily writing and signing a certificate

setting forth that he acknowledges the late

rebellion to have been morally and politi-

cally wrong, and that he regrets any aid

and comfort he may have given it; and he

shall file the certificate in the office of

the Secretary of State, and it shall

be published in the official journal;

Provided, That no person who prior to the

first of January, eighteen hundred and

sixty-eight, favored the execution of the

laws of the United States popularly known

as the Reconstruction Acts of Congress, and

openly and actively assisted the loyal men

of the State in their efforts to restore Louis-

iana to her j)osition in the Union, shall be

held to be included among those herein ex-

cepted. Registrars of voters shaU take the

oath of any such person as prima facie evi-

dence of the fact that he is entitled to the

benefits of this isroviso.

Art. 100. Members of the General Assem-

bly, and all other officers, before they enter

upon the duties of their offices, shall take

the following oath or affirmation: *'I (A.

B.) do solemnly SAvear (or affirm) that I ac-

cept the civil and political equality of all

men, and agree not to attempt to deprive

any person or persons on account of race,

color or previous condition, of any political

or civil right, privilege or immunity enjoyed

by any other class of men. That I will

support the Constitution and Laws of the

United States, and the Constitution and

Laws of this State, and that I will faithfully

and impartially dischai'ge and perform all

the duties incumbent on me as ,

according to the best of my ability and

understanding. So help me God."

Art. 101. Treason against the State shall

consist only in levying war against it, or in

adhering to its enemies—giving them aid

and comfort. No person shall be convicted

of treason except on the testimony of two

witnesses to the same overt act, or on his

• confession in open court.

Aet. 102. All j)enalties shall be propor-

tioned to the nature of the offense.

Aet. 103. The privilege of free suffrage

shall be suiaported by laws regulating elec-

tions, and prohibiting under adequate pen-

alties all undue infliience thereon from

power, bribery, tumult, or other imisroper

practice.

Aet. 104.' No money shaU be drawn

from the treasury but in pursuance of spe-

cific appropriations made by law. A state-

ment and account of receipts and expendi-

tures of all public moneys shaU be made
annually, in such manner as shall be pre-

scribed by law; and the first General Assem-

bly convening under this Constitution shall

make a special appropriation to liquidate

whatever portion of the debt of this Con-

vention may at that time remain unpaid or

unprovided for.

Art. 105. All civil officers of the State at

large shall be voters of, and reside within

the State; and all district or parish officers

shaU reside within their respective districts

or parishes, and shall keep their offices at

such place therein as may be required by

law.

Art. 106. All civil officers shall be remov-

able by an address of two -thirds of the

members elect to each House of the Gen-

eral Assembly, except those whose removal

is otherwise provided for by this Constitu-

tion.

Art. 107. In all elections by the people

the vote shall be taken by ballot; and in all

elections by the Senate and House of Ee~
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presentatives, jointly or sei^ai-ately, the vote

shall be given viva voce.

Abt. 108. None but citizens of the

Akt. 117. No person shall hold or exer-

cise, at the same time, more than one

office of trust or profit, except that of

United States and of this State shall be
;
justice of the peace or notary pubUc.

appointed to any offico of trust or j^rofit

in this State.

Aet. 109. The laws, public records, and

the judicial and legislative proceedings of

the State shall be promulgated, and pre-

served in the Euglieh language; and no law

shall require judicial iirocess to be issued

in any other than the English language.

Art. 118. Taxation shall be equal and

uniform throughout the State ; all proper-

ty shall be taxed in proportion to its value,

to be ascertained as directed by law ; the

General Assembly shall have power to

exempt from taxation property actually

used for church, school or charitable pur-

poses. The General Assembly may le^•y

Abt. 110. No e^ post facto ov rorroactivetau income tax upon all persons pursuing

law, nor any law impairing the obUgation i any occupation, tratle or eaUing. And all

of contracts, shall be passed; 'nor vested such persons shall obtain a license, as pro-

rights bo divested, unless for puii^oses of i vided by law. All tax on income shall be

public utility, and for adequate compensa-
;
p?-^ raiu on the amount of income, or

tion made. business done. And all deeds of sale

Akt. 111. ^Tienover the General Assem- jj^ade or that may be made by coUectors of

bly shaU contract a debt exceeding in
; taxes, shaU bo received by courts in evidence

amount the sum of one hundred thousand
;
^^ primrj/acie valid sales. The General A.s-

dollars, unless in case of war, to repel inva-
: gembly shall levy a poll tax on all male in-

sion or suppress insui-rcction, it shaU iH the iiabitanta of this State, over twenty-one
law creating the debt, provide adequate

: years old, for school and charitable pur-
ways and means for the payment of the cur.

[

^qc-q^^ which tax shall never exceed one
rent interest and of the piincipal when the

|

^oUar and fifty cents per annum,
same shall become dnc, and the said law i ^j.t-. ng. Xo liability, cither State, pa-
shaU be irrepealable until principal and

' rochial or municipal, shaH exist for any
interest be fully paid, or unless the repeal-

i jebts contracted for, or in the interest of
ing law contain some adequate provision

! the rebeUion against the United States
for the payment of the principal and into

i Government.
rest of the debt. ( ^^ 120. The General Assembly may

determine the mode of filling vacancies "inArt. 112. The General Assembly shall

provide by law for all change of venue in

civil and criminal cases.

Art. 113. The General Assembly may

all offices for which provision is not made in

this Constitution.

iVr.T. 121. The General Assoiublv shall
enact general laws regulating the adoption

| ^^^^ ^^ j^w requiring a propei-ty qualfica-

of children, emancipation of minors and
\ ^^^.^ £qj. office.

the granting of divorces; but no special
j
^^ ^22. All officers shaU continue to

law shall be passed relating to particular or; fiigchargo the duties of their offices until
individual cases.

i ^jjeir successors shall have been inducted
Art. 114. Every law shaU express its ob-; j^to office; except in casey of impeachment

ject or objects in its title.
: ^j^. suspension.

Art. 115. No law shall bo reWvcd or ^ Art. 123. The General Assembly shall

amended by reference to its title; but in provide for the protection of the rights of

such case the revived or amended section

shall be re-enacted and pubUshod at length.

Art. 116. The General Assembly shall

never adopt any system or code of laws by

manied women to thcu* dotal and para-

phernal property and for the registration of

the same; but no mortgage or privilege shall

hereafter aftect third parties unless record-

general reference to such .system or code of ed in the parish where the property to be
laws; but in all cases shall specify the sev- 1 aflfected is situated. The tacit mortgages
eral provisions of the law it may enact. [ and privileges now existing in this Stat«
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shall cease to have effect against third per-

sons after the first day of January, eigh-

teen hundred and seventy, unless duly re

corded. The General Assembly shall pro-

vide by law for the registration of all mort-

gages and privileges.

Art. 124. The General Assembly, at its

first session under this Constitution, shall

provide an annual pension for the veterans

of ISl-t and 1815, residing in the State.

Abt. 125. The military shah be in subor-

dination to the civil power.
Abt. 126. It shall be the duty of the

General Assembly to make it obligatory

upon each parish to support all paupers

residing wdthin its limits.

Aet. 127. All agreements, the considera-

tion of which was Confederate money, notes

or bonds, are null and void ; and shall not

be enforced by the courts of this State.

Abt. 128. Contracts for the sale of per-

sons are nuU and void; and shall not be en

forced by the courts of this State.

Abt. 129. The State of Louisiana shall

never assume, nor pay any debt or obliga-

tion contracted, or incurred in aid of the

rebellion; nor shall this State ever in any

manner claim from th« United States, or

make any allowance or compensation for

slaves emancipated or Hberated in any way
whatever.

Art. 130. All contracts made and enterecl

into under the pretended authori y of any

g:)verumeut3 heretofore existing in this

State, by which children were bound out

without the know'edge or consent of their

parents, are hereby declared mill and void;

nor shall any child be bound out to any

one for any term of years, while either one

of its parents live, without the consent of

such parent, ex -ept in cases of children

legally sent to the House of Correction.

Art. 131. The seat of government shall

be established at the city of New Orleans,

and shall not be removed without the con-

sent of two-thirds of the members of both

Houses of the General Assembly.

Art. 132. AU lands sold in pursuance of

decrees of courts shall be divided into tracts

of from ten to fifty acres.

Abt. 133. No judicial power3 shall be ex-

ercised bj clerks of courts.

[

Art. 13'i. No soldier, sailor or marine in

j

the military or naval service of the United

I States, shall hereafter acquire a residence

in this State by reason of being stationed

I

or doing duty in the same.

TiriiE YU—PUBLIC EDUCATIOK.

Art 135. The General Assembly shall

establish at least one free public school in

every parish throughout the State, and
shall provide for its support by taxation or

other\Yi8e. All children of this State, be-

tween the ages of six (6) and twenty-one

(21) shall be admitted to the public schools

or other institutions of learning sustained

or established by the State, in common,
without distinction of race, color or previ-

ous condition. There shall be no separate

schooLs or institutions of learning estab-

lished exclusively for any race by the State

of Louisiana.

Art. 136. No municijjal corporation

shall make any rules or regulations contra-

ry to the spirit and intention of article one
hundred and thirty-five (135).

Art. 137. There shall be elected by the

qualified voters of this State a Superintend-

ent of Public Education, who shall hold

his oifice for four years. His duties shall

be ijrescribed by law and he shall have

the supervision and the general control

of all j)ublic schools throughout the State.

He shall receive a salary of five thousand

dollars per annum, payable quarterly, on
his own warrant.

Art. 138. The general exercises in the

public schools shall be conducted in the

English language.

Art. 139. The proceeds of aU lands

heretofore granted by the United States

for the use and support of pubhc schools,

and of all lands or other property which

may hereafter be bequeathed for that pur-

pose, and of all lands which may be granted

or bequeathed to the State and not granted

or bequeathed expressly for any other pur-

pose, which may hereafter be disposed of

by the State, and the proceeds of all

estates of deceased persons to which the

State may be entitled by law, shall be held

by the State as a loan, and shall be and re-

main a perpetual fund on which the State
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shall pay an annual interest of six j)er

cent. , which interest, with the interest o.

the trust fund deposited with this State bj

the United States, under the act of Cod-

gress, approved June 23d, 1836, and the ren'

of the unsold lands, shall be ax^propriateu

to the support of such schools, and this ap-

propriation shall remain inviolable.

Abt. 140. No appropriation shall be mad(

by the General Assembly for the support

of any private school or any private insti-

tution of learning whatever,

Abt. 1-tl. One half of the funds derived

from the poll tax herein provided for shall

be appropriated exclusively to the support

of the free public schools throughout tbt

State, and the University of New Orleans.

Art. 142. A University shall be estab-

lished and maintained in the city of lyev<

Orleans. It shall be composed of a law, f

medical, and a collegiate department

each with appropropriate faculties. Tht

General Assembly shall provide by la-n

for its organization and maintenance;

Provided, That aU departments ol

this institution of learning shall bt

opened in common to all students

capable of matriculating. No rules or

regulations shall be made by the trustees,

faculties, or other officers of said institu-

tion of learning, nor shall any laws hi-

made by the General Assembly violating tht

letter or spirit of the articles under thi&

title.

Art. 143. Institutions for the support

of tne insane, the education and supi^ori

of the bUnd and the deaf and dumb, tthal]

always be fostered by the State, and b-

subject to such regulations as may bo pre-

scribed by the General Assembly.

TITLE Vm—MLLITIA.

Art. 144. It shall be the duty of the

General Assembly to organize the militia of

the State, and all able-bodied male citizeua,

between the ages of 18 and 45 years, iiol

disfranchised by the laws of the Unite';

Statc'S and of this State, shp-11 be subject to

military duty.

Abt. 145. The Governor shall appoint all

commissioned officers, subject to confirma-

tjofl or rejectioa by thQ Senate, except tlie

staff officers, who shall be appointed by
:heir respective chiefs, and commissioned

oy the Governor. All militia officers shall

take and subscribe to the oath prescribed

lor officers of the United States army, and

:he oath prescribed for officers in this State,

Art. 146. The Governor shall have power

^o call the miUtia into active service for the

^reservation of law and order, or when the

Dublic safety may require it. The miUtia

vhen in active service shall receive the same
jay and allowances as officers and privates,

is is received by officers and privates in the

Jnited States army.

TITLE rx—MODE OF BEVISINa THE CONSTITU-
TION,

Akt. 147. Any amendment, or amend-
nents, to this Constitution, may be pro-

posed in the Senate or House of Represent-

itives, and if the same shall be agreed to

ly two-thirds of the members elected to

)ach House, such proposed amendment or

imendments shall be entered on their

.-espeetive jora-nals with the ayes and
aays taken thereon, and the Secretary

of State shall cause the same to be
published three months before the

aext general election for representatives

to the General Assembly, in at least one

aewspaper in every parish in the State in

which a newsj^aper shall be published; and
such proposed amendment or amendments
>hall be submitted to the people at said

election; and if a majority of the voters at

said election shall approve and ratify such

amendment or amendments, the same shall

become a part of this Constitution. If

more than one amendment shall be sub-

mitted at one time, they shall be submitted

in such manner and form that the people

may vote for or against each amendment
separately.

TITLE X — SCHEDULE.

^Ikx. 148. The ordinance of secession

of the State of Louisiana passed twen-

ty-sixth of Januaiy, eighteen hundred

and sixty-one, is hereby declared to be

null aud void. • The Cjnstitution adopted

in eighteen hundred and sixty-four,

xnd all previous Constitutions in the

State of Louisiana are declared to be

superseded by this Constitution,
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Abt. 149. All rights, actions, prosecutioixs,

claims, contracts, and all laws in force at the

time of the adoption of this Constitution, and

not inconsistent therewith, shall continue

as if it had not been adopted. All judg-

ments and judicial sales, marriages and ex-

ecuted contracts made in good faith and in

;iccordance with existing laws in this State,

rendered, made, or entered into between the

twenty-sixth day of January, eighteen hun-

dred and sixty-one, and the date when this

Constitution shall be adopted, are hereby

declared to be valid, except the foUo^ing

laws

:

"An act to authorize the widening of the

now canal and basin. " Approved March

fourteenth, eighteen hiindred and sixty-

seven.

"An act to amend and re-enact the 121st

s«!tion of an act entitled 'An act relative

to crimes and offences.'" Approved De-

cember twentieth, eighteen hundred and

sixty-five.

"An act for the punishment of jpersons

for tampering with, pei.uiading or enticing

away, harboring, feeding or secreting labor-

era, servants or apjH'i utices. " Approved

December twenty-first, .-ighteen hiuidred

and sixty -five.

"An act to punish, in certain cases, the

employers of laborei's and apprentices."

approved December twenty-first, eighteen

hundred and sixty-five.

"An act in rcLttion to exemption from

State, parish, and city taxes for the years

eighteen hundred and sixty-two^ eighteen

hundred and sixty-throe, eighteen hundred

and sixty-four, and eighteen hundred and

sixty-five, in certain cases." Certified six-

toenth March, eighteen hundred and sixty

six.

"An act granting ferry privileges to C.

K. Marshall, his heirs, or assigns." Ap-

proved March tonth, eighteen hundred

and sixty-six.

"An act to authorize the Board of Levee

Commissioners of the levee district in the

parishes of Madison and CarroU to issue

bonds," etc., etc. Approved March twenty-

eighth, eighteen hundred and sixty-seven.

Section third of "An act to organize the

pohce of New Orleans, and to create a

poll t-e board therein." Approved' twelfth

Febiuary, eighteen hundred and sixty-six.

AiJT. 150. The laws relative to the duties

of officers shall remain in force, though

contrary to this Constitution, and the sev-

eral duties be performed by the respective

ofiieers, until the organization of the gov-

ernment under this Constitution.

Aet. 151. Tlie General Assembly shall

provide for tlie removal of causes now
pending in the coiu'ts of this State to

courts created by or under this Constitu-

tion,

TITLE XI—OBDrSANCB.

Art. 152. Immediately upon the adjourn-

ment of this Convention this Constitution

shall be submitted for ratification to the

registered voters of the State, in conformity

to the act of Congress passed March second,

eighteen hundred and sixtj'-seven, entitled

"An act to provide for tlic more efficient

government of the rebel States," and the

acts suj^tplementaiy tliereto.

AnT. 153. The election for the ratiflcatiou

of the Constitution shall be held on Fri-

day and Saturday, the seventeenth and

eighteenth days of April, eighteen hun-

dred and sixty-eight, at the places now pre-

scribed by law; and the polls shall be kept

open from 7 o'clock a. h., to 7 o'clock p. h.

At the election aU those in favor of ratify-

ing the Constitution shall have wi'itten or

printed on their ballots "For the Constitu-

tion," and those opposed to ratifying the

Conf titution shall have written or printed

on their ballots "Against the Constitution."

Art 154. In order to establish a civil gov-

ernment, as I'cquired by act of Congress

passed March twenty- third, eighteen hun-

dred and sixty-seven, an election shall be

held at the saauc time and place at which

the Constitution is submitted for rati-

fication, for sdl State, judicial, p.arish

and munieij)al officers, for members of

the General Asvsenibly, and for Congres-

sional IleprLficutafcivos, at whicli election

the electors vvho are qualified under the

Reconctruction Acts of Congress shall vote,

and none others; Provided, That any

elector shall be eligible to any office under

any municipal corporation in this State.
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Akt. 155. At the election for the ratifica-

tion of the Constitution, and for officers

of the civil govornnient as required by
Congress, all registered electors may vote
in adiy parish where they have resided for
ten days next preceding aaid election, and
at any precinct in the parish, upon present-
ation of their certificates of registration,

affidavit, or other satisfactory evidence
that they are entitled to vote as registered
el^tors.

Aet, 1^. The same registrars and com-
missioners ^yho shall be appointed by the
Commanding General of the Fifth Mditary
District to superintend the election for the
ratification or rejection of the Constitution
shall also, at the same time and place, su-

perintend the election for ;dl officers and
representatives herein ordered; Provided,
They be authorized so to aet by the Com-
manding General. And in case the Com
manding General should not so authorize
said registrars and commissioners, tlie com-
mittee of seven j'ppointed by this Conven-
tion to take charge of the whole matter of
the ratification of the Constitution and the
election of civil oSoers shall appoint one
registrar for each parish in the State, escept
the parish of Orleans, and one in each dis-
trict of the parish of Orleans, counting Or-
leans, right bank, as one district, wlio sball, I

each in his parish or district, appoint a suf-
ficient number of commissioners of elee-

j

tion to hold the said election for said
|

civil officers and representatives at the same
j

time and place as herein provided for.
j

Art. 157. Returns sball bo made in du-
plicate, sworn to by tlie commissioners

j

holding the election, and forwarded within
j

three days thereafter to the registtrars of i

the parish or district. The registrars shall
|

immediately forward one copy of said I

returns to the chairman of the committee
I

of seven, appointed by this Convention,
'

who shall, %d<-hiu ten. days after the last
return hafi been received, make proclama-
tion of the result c f said election.

Akt. 158. All civil officers thus elected

,

shall enter upon the discharge of their i

duties on the second Monday after the!

jetum of theii- election shall have been !

officially promulgated, or as soon as quali-

fied according to law, and shall continue
in office for the terms of their respective

offices herein prescribed, Sfiid terms to date

from the first Monday in November follow-

I

ing the election.

j

Art. 159. The General Assembly, elected

I

under this Constitution, shall hold its first

session in the city of Nev/ Orleans on the
third Monday after the official promulgation
aforesaid, and proceed immediately upon its

organization to vote upon the adoption of
the fourteenth amendment to the Consti-
tution of the United States, proposed by
Congress, and passed June thirteenth,

eighteen hundred and sixty-six; said Gen-
eral Assembly shall not have power to enact
any laws relative to the p^r diem of mem-
bers, or any other subject, after organiza-
tion, until said Constitutional amendment
shall have been acted upon.

Art. 160. All registrars and commLs-
sionera appointed under this Constitution
shall, before entering upon their duties,
take and subscribe the oath of office pre-
scribed by Congress, approved July second,
eighteen hundred and sixty-two, eii titled

'•An act to prescribe an oath of office;" the
I
said oath of office shall be administered to

j

each registrar by the chairman of tlie Com-
mittee of Seven and to each commissioner

j

by the registrar appointing him.

j

Art. 1(31. All registrars, commissioners
jand other officers necessary to carry into
effect the provisions of this ordinance, ex-

I

ccpt as otherwise provided for by the Re-

j

construction Acts of Congress, .-^hall be paid

j

out of any funds raised by virtue of the tax

I

ordinance adopted by the Convention, De-
cember twenty-fourth, eighteen hundred
and sixty-seven, not otherv/ise appropriated.

[signed]

James G. Taliaffrro, President and dele-
gate from the parish of Catahoula; Messrs,
C. C. Antoine, of Caddo, L. W. Baker, of
Bossier, Simeon Boiden, Arnold Berton-
ueau, W. JaKper Blackburn, O. C. Blandin,
Hy. Bonseigneur. E. Bonnefoi, Williana
Brown, Dennis Bmi-el, Wm. Butler, W. R.
Crane, It. I. Cromwell, Samuel E. Cuney,
A. J. Demarost, Charles Depasseau, P. G.
Deslonde, Joseph Deslonde, A. Donato, Jr.,
David DmT£-Ias, Gu^tave Dupart, UIger
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Dnpart, C. B. H. Duplessis, J. B. Esuard,
Ls. Francois, Henry W. Fuller, John Gair,
B. G. Gardiner, Leopold Guicbard, Peter
Harper, John S. Harris, O. H. Hempstead,
Jr., Wm. H. Hiestand, James Henry In-

fraham, Robert Hamlin laabelle, Tiiomasi
sabelle, George H. Jackson, Simon Jone?,
George Y. Kelso, James H. Landers, Victor
M. Lange, Charles Leroy, Jas. B. Leua:-^,

Richard Lewis, John Lynch, of Carroll, F.
Marie, Tho.s. N. Martin, J. A. Massicot,
William R. Jleadows, Benjamin McLeran,
W. L. McMillen, Milton Jlorris, S. R.
Moses, Wm. jVturrel, Jiimes Mushaway,
Theophile Mahier, J. P. Newsham, Joseph
C. OUver, S. B. Packard, John Pierce, P.
B, S. Pinchback, R. Poind oxter, <hxrtia

PoUard, George W. Reagan, D. H. Reese,
F. Riard, Daniel D. Biggs, J. H. A. Ro-
berts, L. S. Rodrig7iez, N. Schwab, Charles
Smith, Sosthene L. Suaer, H. R. Steele,

Chs. A. Thibaut, Ed. Tinchant, M H.
Twitchell, N. Underwood, P. F. Valfroit.

Jno. B. Vandcrirriff. M. D., Michel Yidal,
Rufus Waple^ G. M. Wickliffe, Henderson
Williams, I)aAdd Wilson.

Mr. McMillen moved that an the specific

work for Avhich the Convention Avas con-

vened has been accompli.jhed, the per diem

of its members do cease from this day.

Adopted.

By Mr. Belden:

Resolved, That a committee of three be
appointed by tlie Chair to wait on Major
General Hancock, commanding the Fifth
Military District, and inform him that the
(Jonsticiitional Convention has completed
its labors, and that the Constitution is now
ready to be submitted for ratification to
tlie qualified electors of the State.

ResolKed farther, That a certified copy of
this resolution be forwarded to liira.

Adopted.

The Chair appointed as the committee,

Messrs. Belden, Mushaway and Vander-

griff.

The Convention adjourned till Monday,
at 10 o'clock A. M,

A true copy:
WM. VIGERS, Secretary.

EIGHTY-FIRST DAY.
New Okleans, Monday, Marclx 0, 1868.

The Convention met pursuant to ad-

journment and vras called to order by the

President at 12 jI.

The roll was called and the following-

members answered to their names

:

Fi'^ideiit J. G. Taliaferro; Messrs. Ba-.

ker, Blackburn, Blandin, Brown, Cooley,
Crane, Crawford, Cromwell, Cuney, Bear-
ing, Demarest. Depasseau, Deslonde P. G.,
Deslondc J., Donato, Duparte G., Dupart
U., Dapli^ssis, Fuller, Ferguson, Guichard,
Harper, Harris, Harrison, Hempstead, In-
graham, Isabelle R. H , Jackson, Jones,
Kelso, Landers, L."-nge, Leroy, Lewis J. B.,
Lewis R. , Lynch, Marie;, Martin, Meadows,
McLeran, Morris, Moses, Murrel, Musha-
way, Oliver, Packr.rd, Pierce, Poindexter,
Pollard, Reagan, Reese, Paggs, Robprts,
Rodriguez, Snaer, S*^eole, Thibaut, Tin-
chant, Underwood, Valfroit, Vandergriff,
Wicklifie, Williams, Wilson—60 members
pre,sent.

Tlic minutes were read and adopted.

OMGINAL BESOIiUTIONS.

By Mr. Lange:

Resolved, That the Secretary of this Con-
vention be hereby instructed to send printed
copies 01 this Constitution to the President
of blic United States, the President of the
Senate, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives, the General of the army and to
each member of both Honses of Congress.

Adopted. .

By Mr. Blackburn:

Resolced, That until a regular and final

adjournment, every member, oflBcial and
cmjiloyee of this Convention, shall be en-
titled to the regular per diem and pay.

The Chair decided that the resolution

was not in order, as it was in conflict with

a rule of the Convt-utiou adopted on Satur-

day.^

Mr. Hempstead moved to recou.sider the

resolution of Saturday providing for the

stoppage of the jje;- diem of members.

Mr. Tinchant moved to lay on the table.

Adopted—ayes 43, nays 'J2—as follows:

Yeas: Berlonneau, Blandin, Bonscigneur,
Bonenfoi, Brown, Cooley, Crane, Crawford,
Gnuey, Dearing, Depasseau, P. G. Des-
londe, Jos. Deslonde, Donato, Duplessis,
Fuller, Ferguson, Guichai-d, R. H. Isa-

belle, Jones, Kelso, Lange, Lynch, Martin,
Massicot, Meadows. McLeran, McMillen,
Moses, Mushaway, Nowsliam, Oliver, Pack-
ard, Poindexter, PolUird, Riard, RodrigucT;,
Snaer, Tl)ibaut, Tinchant, Underwood,
Waples, Wicklifie, Williams, Wilson—13.

Nays: Baker, Blackburn, Croir.v.ell, G.
Dr.^jarte, U. Dupart. Francois, Haiijer,
Harris, Hempstead, Ingraham, Jackson,
Landers, Leroy, J. B. Lewis, Marie, Mor-
ris, Murrel, Pierce, Reagan, Reese, Biggs,
Valfroit—22.

By Mr. BlaokbiuTi:
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Resolved, That uo penalty for the nou-
paymeut of Convention tax shall be exact-

ed of any tax payer in the parish of Clai-

borne uutil the expiration of thirty dayj
after a correct and official tax roll shall

have been placed in the hands of the tax
collector of said parish.

Mr. Cooley was called to the chair.

Mr. Wickliffe moved to amend by strik-

ing out the words "the parish of Clai-

borne" and inserting the wards "any par-

ish."

The amendment was accepted.

The resolution, as amended, wasadojited,

as follows:

Resolved, That no penalty for the non-
payment of Convention tax shall be ex-

acted of any tax -payer in any parish, until

the exjiiration of thirty days after a cor-

rect and official tax roll shall have been
placed in the hands of the tax collector of
any pax'ish.

Mr. Wickliflfe moved to repeal the resolu-

tion regarding the qualifications of regis-

trars.

Mr. Tinchant moved to lay the motion
to repeal on the table.

Lost—ayes 32, nays 35—as follows:

Yeas: Bertonneaii, Bonseigneur, Brown.
Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Cromwell, Cnuey,
Deariiig, Depasseau, P. G. Deslonde, Jos.

Dasloude, Donato, G. Duparto, Daplessis,
Fuller, Ferguson, Harper, Leroy, J. B.
Lewis, Lynch, Martin, MeMJlen, Morris,
Mushaway, Myers, Poindexter, Kiard,
Rodriguez, Steele, Tinchant, Waples—32
yeas.

Nays: Baker, Blackburn, Blandin, U.
Dupart, Francois, Guichard, Harris, Hemp-
stead, Ingraham, R. H. Isabelle, Jackson.
Jones, Landi-rs, Lange, Marie, Massicot,
Meadows, McLeran, Moses, Marrel, New-
sham, Oliver, Packard, Pollard, Reagan,
Reese, Rigc^s, Suaer, Thibaut, Underwood.
Valfroit, Vidal, WickUffe, WiUiams, Wil-
son—35 nays.

The motion to repeal did not prevail.

Mr. Meadows moved that the Convention
do now proceed to the election of the Board
of Registration, provided for by the ordi-

nance of Fob. 13.

Mr. Bertonneau moved that all members
of the Convention who consider themselves

eligible to the position of Registrars, be
requested to rise to their feet, in their

places.

Mr. Hempstead moved to lay on the table.

Lost.

The motion of Mr. Bertonneau pre-

vailed.

By Mr. WickHffc:

Resolved, That each candidate for reg-
istrar shall be sworn to the fact that he la

not, and >\ail not be a candidate for any
office whatever.

Adopted.

Mr. McMillen moved that the roll be
called, and as each delegate's name is

called, if a candidate for the Board of Reg-
istration, he shall take a seat on the plat-

form.

Adopted.

Mr. Wickliffe moved to repeal the reso-

lution oi March 7th, in relation to the

Board of Registration.

Mr. Tinchant moved that the committee
appointed to wait upon General Hancock
have leave to retire.

Mr. McMillen moved to amend by in-

strueiug the committee to inform Major
General Hancock, commanding the Fifth

Military District, that the Convention is

about to conclude its labors and adjourn,

and to furnish him with an official copy of

the Constitution.

Adopted.

Mr. Wjckliflfe's motion to repeal the re-

.^olutiou of March 7, in relation to the
Board of Registration, was adopted—ayes

31, nays 20—as follows:

Yeas: Belden, Blackburn, Blandin,
Deslonde P. G., Dupart U., Fran-
cois, Guichard, Hai-per, Ha'rris, Hempstead,
Ingraham, Isabelle R. H., Jones, Landers,
Leroy, Marie, Massicot, Meadows, Morris,
Alcjses, Murrel, Oliver, Packard, Pollard,
Reagan, Schwab, Underwood, Vidal, Wick-
lifl'e, Williams, Wilson—31.

Nays: Bertonneau, Bonseigneur, Brown,
Butler, Cooley, Crane, CrawJ'ord, De-
passeau, Donato, Duparte G., Duplessis,
Ferguson, Lyncli, McMillen, Zilusliaway,
Rodriguez, Smith, Snaer. I'inchant, Waples
—20.

Sir. Crane wa--? called to the chair.

By Mr. McMiUen:
'Resolved, That all clerical duties, un-

finished at the time when the Convention
may adjourn, be completed under the
supervision of the Presidt ut of the Con-
vention, who is hereby authorized to em-
ploy two clerks for fifteen days at a coxa,^
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penlation of eight dollars per day each,

payable ui^on the warrant of the President.

Mr WicklijSfe moved to lay the resolution

on the taVjle.

Lost.

The resolution -was adoi)ted.

Mr. Packard moved that tlie Convention

do now proceed to the election of the

Board of Registration by ballot.

Mr. McMillen moved to repeal the ordi-

nance of February 13th, creating the I

Board of Registrars.
,

Mr. Packard raiso.d the point of order

;

that his motion to proceed to the elec-

1

tion has precedence, and that the motion I

to repeal could not be entertained until the ';

previous motion had been disposed of.
}

The Chair decided that the motion to re-
j

peal v.-as a higher one than the motion to
j

proceed to an elecduu, and had precedence.

Mr. Packard appealed. I

The Chair was not sustained.

Mr. "VVaples moved to adjourn sine cHe. I

Lost.
i

Mr. Waple:^ moved ihafc when the Con- '

vention adjourns to-day, it adjourn sinel

die.

Laid on the table.
]

Mr. Packard's motion to proceed to an '

election prevailed. i

Mr. Packard moved that each delegate

vote for seven candidates and that the seven
|

persons receiving the highest number of

votes cast, be declared duly elected.
j

Adopted.

The Chair appointed as tellers Messrs.

Smith, Bertonnean and Depasseau.

The roll was called, and the delegates as

their names were read, deposited their bal-

lots with the tellers.

The following named gentlemen were

nominated, and received the number of

votes set opposite thek names, respect-

ively :

Beldeu 7 votes,

L, Rodriguez 24

W, R. Crane 16

Bertonneau 6

B. H. IsabeUe 12

Waples 18

Packard 40

Harris 30

Underwood 27

WickUflfe 25
Brown 8
Ingraham 30
Hempstead 27
Wilson 9

Pinchback 7

McMillen 5

Cooley .• 5

Ferguson 4
McLeran 2

Blackburn 37
Gardiner 6
Vidal 1

Jones 1

Ncwsham 4
Harper 1

Reagan 6

Tinchant...' • 2

Moses 3

Thomas Isabelle 1

8naer 9

Fuller 7

Cromwell 1

Cuney. .
.' 6

Harrison 2

Crawford 2

Miashaway , , 9
Blaudin 6

Landers 2

Lange 6

Bonnefoi
Vandergriff 2

2

The following named gentlemen having

received the highest number of votes, were

declared by the Chair to have been duly

elected members of the Board of Registra-

tion:

S. B. Packard, W. J. Blackburn, J. S.

Harris, J. H. Ingraham, O. H. Hemi^stead,

N. Underwood, G. M. Wickliffe.

By Mr. Jones

:

Resolved, That the clerks employed by
the Committee on the. Enrolling of the Con-
stitution be allowed a compensation of one
hundred and fifty dollars each for their

labor.

Mr. Tinchant moved to amend by insert-

ing §75 in lieu of $150.

Lost,

Mr. Rodriguez moved to amend by in-

serting SlOO in lieu of $150,

Laid on the table,

Mr. McMillen moved to amend by in-

serting the word "three" before the word

"clerks."

Adopted.

The resolution, as amended, [was adopted,

as follows

:
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Resolved, That the three clerks employed
by the Committee on the Enrolling of the

Constitution be allowed a compensation of

one hundred and fifty dollars each for their

labor.

By Mr. Cra-wford: •

Resolved, That the Committee of Seven
be instructed to perform the following

duties, in addition to those now imposed on
them:

1st. That they cause Convention war-

rants to sell at par.

2d. That they make city notes as good aa

State notes.

3d. That they cause State nptes to be as

good as greenbacks.

4th. That they make greenbacks as g' od
as gold.

5th. That they pay the debt of the city

of New Orleans, the State of Lousiana and
of the United States, and fur %e purpose
of performing these duties, all power in

Heaven and on earth is hereby vested in

them.

Mr. Wickliffe moved to amend by add-

ing

That they be further authorized to take

the author of that resolution to the Insane

Asylum.

The resolution aud amendment were

ordered to be laid aside as ridiculous and

irrelevant.

By Mr. Blackburn

:

Resolved, That the Committee of Seven,

appointed by this Convention, be aud is

hereby authorized and empowered to adjust

the accounts for the unfinished public

printing; and after said accounts are ap-

proved by said Committee, in accordance
with the rates fixed for such printing, and
endorsed by the President of the Conven-
tion, the Warrant Clerk—who shall hold
over during the period of fifteen days, or

for so much thereof as may be necessary-
shall issue warrants in the usual manner for

the same. And it shall be proper for the

President of the Convention to sign such
warrants officially.

Mr. McMiUen moved to amend by strik-

ing out all after the word "resolved," and

inserting

:

That the President of the Convention be
authorized to adjust all claims against the

State for printing done by order of this

Convention, according to fixed rates, and
to warrant upon the Treasury for the same.

Mr, Hempstead moved to lay the amend-

ment on the table.

Lost.
22

The amendment was adopted—ayes 86,

nays 23—as follows:

Yeas : Bertonneau, Blandin, Bonsei-
gneur, Bonnefoi, Brown, Butler, Cooley,
Crane, Crawford, Cromwell, Demarest, De-
passeau, Donato, G. Duparte, U. Dupart,
Duplessis, Esnard Ferguson, Francois,
R. H. Isabelle, Kelso, Lange, Lynch, Mar-
tin, McMillen, Moses, Mushaway, Pollard,

Reese, Riard, Riggs, Rodriguez, Smith,
Tinchant, Vandergriff, Waples, "Williams

—

36.

Nays : Blackburn, Douglas, Gardiner,
Guichard, Harper, Harris, Hempstead,
Jackson, Jones, Leroy, Marie, Massicot,
Meadows, Morris, Packard, Reagan,
Roberts, Schwab, Snaer, Thibaut, Under-
wood, Wicklifi'e, Wilson—23.

The resolution, as amended, was adopted.

The President resumed the chair.

Mr. Belden, chairman of the Commit-
tee appointed to wait upon Major General

Hancock and inform him of the comple-

tion of the labors of the Convention, sub-

mitted the following report:

To the President and members of the Convention:

Gentlemen—The undersigned Commit-
tee appointed to wait upon Major General
W. S. Hancock to inform him that the Con-
stitution was completed, and ready to be
submitted to the qualified electors for rati-

fication, beg leave to report that they have
performed that duty under the resolution

of the Convention by which they were ap-
pointed. Your Committee beg leave to

state further that the Commanding General
expressed to us some doubt as to whether
the act of Congi'ess, known as the "Recon-
struction" Act, authorized the election of
"State, parish and municipal elections," at

the same time of the election on the ratifi-

cation of the Constitution.

He stated to us that he would at once
order the election on the ratification of the
Constitution, and would also at once tele-

graph to Washington for information as to

the election of the State officers at the
same time as proposed in the Constitution,

and expressed the belief that under the
act of Congress upon the subject now be-
fore the President, the election would be
held as pro\'ided for.

Respectfully submitted,
S. Belden, Chairman;
James Mushaway,
Jno. B. Vandergkipt.

Which was received.

By Mr. Smith:

Resolved, That the thanks of the Con-
vention be tendered to its honored Presi-

dent for the able, dignified and impartial
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manner with wliich. he has discharged the
trying and onerous duties of his position
as its presiding officer.

The resolution was unanimously adopted.

By Mr. Brown:
"Whereas, Adolph Bernard, elected to

represent the parishes of Calcasieu and
Vermillion, has failed to appear in the Con-
stitutional Convention to represent his dis-

trict; therefore

Be it resolved, That the "Warrant Clerk
be instructed not to issue any warrant in
favor of said Adolph Bernard, delegate
elected from said parishes.

Adopted.

By Mr. Wickhflfe:

Resolved, That this Convention, when it

does adjourn, shall adjourn subject to the
call of a quorum of the members; Provided,
That should the Constitution be ratified,

this Convention shall therefore be deemed
adjourned sine die; but in case the Consti-
tution should not be ratified, then the Con-
vention may be reconvened by said quorum.
Mr. Ferguson moved to lay on the table.

Lost^—ayes 21, nays 43—as follows:

Ayes: Blackburn, Blandin, Bonseigneur,
Bonnefoi, Brown, Butler, Crane, Crawford,
Demarest, Depasseau, G. Dnparte, Esnard,
Ferguson, Kelso, Lynch, Martin, Musha-
way, Kodriguez, Smith, Tiuchant, Wa-
ples—21.

Nays : Belden, Bertonneau, Cromwell,
Donato, Douglas, U. Dupart, Duplessis,
Gardiner, Guichard, Harper, Harris, Hemp-
stead, Ingraham, R. H. Isabelle, Jackson,
Jones, Landers, Lange, Leroy, Marie,
Massicot, Meadows, McLeran, McMillen,
Morris, Moses, Murrel, Oliver, Packard,
Pollard, Reagan, Reese, Riard, Roberts,
Schwab, Snaer, Thibaut, Underwood, Val-
froit, Vandergriflf, Wickliffe, Williams,
Wilson—43.
The resolution, reading as follows, was

adopted.

Resolved, That this Convention, when it

does adjourn, shall adjourn subject to the
call of a quorum of the members; Provided,
That should the Constitution be ratified,

this Convention shall therefore be deemed
adjourned sine die; but in case the Consti-
tution should not be ratified, then the Con-
vention may be re convened by said quo-
rum.

Ayes 35, nays 32, as follov/s

:

Ayes: Donato, Douglas, Dupart U.,
Francois, Harper, Harris, Hempstead, In-
graham, Isabelle R. H., Jackson, Jones,
Landers, Lange, Leroy, Marie, Massicot,
Meadows. Morris, Murrel, Oliver, Packard,

Pollard, Reagan, Reese, Riggs, Roberts,
Schwab, Snaer, Thibaut, Underwood, Val-
froit, Vidal, Wickliffe, Williams, Wilson—
35.

Nays: Belden, Bertonneau, Blackburn,
Blandin, Bonseigneur, Bonnefoi, Brown,
Cooley, Crane, Crawford, Cromwell, Dear-
ing, Demarest, Depasseau, Duparte G., Du-
plessis, Esnard, Ferguson, Guichard, Har-
rison, Kelso, Lynch, Martin, McMillen,
Moses, Mushaway, Rodriguez, Smith, Tin-
chant, Vandergrifl", Waples—32.

Mr. Cromwell recorded the following

reasons for his vote

:

I vote 720 Jjecause I beHeve when we ad-
journ we have no power after we have
completed the Constitution, in compliance
with the Reconstruction Acts, therefore I
vote no.

R. I. Ceomwkll.
Mr. Waples moved that no per diem be

allowed to the members of the Convention

at any subsequent meeting that may be
called in pursuance of the resolution just

adopted.

The motion prevailed.

Mr. Francois recorded the following rea-

sons for his vote upon the adoption of the

Constitution as a whole

:

Mr. President and Members of the Constitutional
Convention :

I have voted for and signed the Constitu-
tion, because I believe it to contain the only
means and measures by which the right of
every loyal man in this State is safely se-

cured. S. Fkancois.

The President rose and addressed the

Convention in the following impressive

and eloquent words:
Delegates of the Convention:

Wo have at length brought our labors to

a close, and have formed a Constitution, as

I believe, in conformity with the Recon-
struction laws of Congress. An impor-
tant labor remains to be performed—that of

seeing that it is ratified by the people; and
this I consider a matter of paramount in-

terest to the elections that are soon to take
place. The anomaloixs condition of the
State at this time, without its proper posi-

tion in the Union, and without representa-
tion in Congress, is working serious injury
to all the great interests of our country.

Genglemen, if, during our debates,

warmth of feeling has occasionally arisen, a
thing common in all deliberative bodies,

I feel well assured that it has always passed
away with the occasion which gave rise to

it; and that we part with no other than
kindly feehngs towards each other. I feel

\
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grateful for the vote of thanks you have

extended to me as your presiding officer,

and I accept it as the expression of your

opinion that "whatever errors I may have

committed in relation to the rules of debate,

they were errors of the judgment only.

We may never aU meet together in this

world, but I trust we shall in another and a

better, after the toils, troubles and excite-

ments of this life are over.

The Kev. Josiah Fisk was invited by the

President to close the proceedings of the

Convention with prayer, which he did in

the following words

:

Almighty God, our HeaVenly Father,

again we present ourselves before thee in

the humble attitude of worshippers. We
give thee our grateful acknowledgments
and thanks for the preservation of our lives

during the past night, and for the privil-

ege of beholding the light of this pleasant
day in health and peace.

We thank thee for health, for friends and
for all the blessings which thou in thy infi-

nite wisdom hast been pleased to bestow
upon us frail mortals.

Bless the United States Government and
all in authority. Guide all the officers in

this State and nation in the ways of holi-

ness. Give them hearts of repentance, that
they may live holy lives themselves in all

things.

Bless the President of these United
States. Enable him to pause in his career
of vice and foUy.

May he cease from doing evil, and learn

to do right. Bless the Congress of these
Un'ted States now in session. Grant the
members wisdom and prudence in the dis-

charge of their duties. If, in order to ad-
vance the prosperity of our government,
and to promote the principles of justice, it

becomes necessary to remove bad men
from office, enable them to discharge that
duty promptly and with holy boldness.

leaving the results and consequences of

such removal under thy control.

Bless this Convention, and each delegate,

and officer connected therewith. May the
Conetitution, which they have just formed,
be ratified, and remain the organic law of

Louisiana for generations to come.
During the three and a half months not

a single delegate has been called away by
death. Their labors are completed, and
they are about to adjourn and separate no
more to meet on earth.

Enable each to live Godly—live so that
they may be prepared to meet each other
in joy around thy holy throne.
When they return to their homes may

they meet with joyful greetings by friends

and loved ones left behind. May they be
permitted again to see the same bright eyes
shining lovingly on them as they did be-
fore. May they feel the same dear arms
twining fondly around them as in days of

yore.

Bless the sick and afflicted. Bless the
dying; may their deathless spirits be guid-
ed to the glories of Heaven. Bless the
widows and the orphan, comfort and con-
sole them in their bereavement. Finally
guide us all through life's shifting, mean-
dering scenes. Guide us through the dark
valley of the shadow of death, and
from thence guide us safely home to Hea-
ven, which favors we ask through the
atoneing merits of Christ our Saviour.

Amen!
Mr. Wickliffe moved that the Convention

do now adjourn subject to call in accord-

ance with the terms of the resolution pre-

viously adopted.

The motion prevailed, and the President

declared that the Convention does now
stand adjourned, subject to call as thus

provided.

A true copy:

WM. VIGEES, Secretary.



ERRATA.

Page 31, and subsequently wherever it occurs, read " McMillen " for "McMillan."^
Hage 32, llth paragraph, second line, read "the" for "she.''

Page 34:, 6tbi paragraph, third line, read "one-half" for "halfj" and fourth line, "from an(J

after" for "from that, and," and second column, second paragraph, read "resolution" for
"amendment."
Page 35, 9th paragraph, read "Depasseau" for "Dupasseau."
Page 43, 2d column, 3d paragraph, 2d and 3d lines, read "Enrolling" for "Enroling."
Page 121, 2d column, 5th paragraph, 1st line, read "substituting" for "reading."

Page 128, 2d column, 18th paragraph, 1st line, read "Underwood" for "Uunderwood."
Page 129, 7th paragraph, 2d line, read "minority" for "majority," and 3d line, read "ma--

jority" for "minority."
Page 137, 2d column, 2d paragraph, 10th line, read "by" for '*for."

Page 138, 15th paragraph, 3d line, read "from one parish to another," for "from one to

another;" and 17th paragraph, 6th line, read "from one parish to another," for "from one tO'

another-," and 9th line, read "acquired it in" for "acquired in;" and 17th paragraph, 6th line'

read "los •" for "loose."

Page 147, 14th paragraph, 3d line, read "in lieu thereof" for "in the line."

Page 148, 2d column, 3d paragraph, 2d line, read "amendment" for "amendments."
Page 151, 2d column, 11th paragraph, 2d line, read "lying" for "lieing."

Page 156, Ist line, read 'commissions" for "commission."
Page 156, 3d paragraph, 2d line, read "justice" for "justsce."

Page 165, 2d column, 10th paragraph, 2d line, read "article" for "amendment."
Page 184, 2d column, 3d paragraph, read "Art. 100."

Page 186, 25th paragraph, read "adopted" for adoptud."

Page 187, 4tb paragraph, 16th line, re-ad "courts in evidence as" for "courts as."

Page 200, Ist paragraph, 4th line, read "The amendment was adopted."
Page 215, 4th paragraph, 6th line, read "list" for "day."

Page 219, 4th paragraph, 5th line, read "registrars" for "registration," and 5th paragraph,.

4th line, read ' 'or of the" for "-'or the.

"

Page 223, 4th pai-agraph, 5th line, read "registrars'' for "registration," and 5th paragraph,

4th line read "or of the" for "or the,"

Page 243, between the 9th and 10th paragraphs, read "Article 15 was adopted as follows:
"

"Art. li The legislative power of tne State shall be vested ia two distinct branches; the

one to be stjled the House of Represeniatives, the other the Senate, and both the General
Assembly of the State of Louisiana."

Page 245, 5th p?iragraph, 6th line, read "lose" for "loose."

Page 249, 5th pai-agraph, 3d line, read "Government" for "Goveronment."
Page 251, 1st paragraph, 3dline,read "and" for "they," and 2d paragraph, 5th line, read

"General Assembly" for "Legislature."

Page 252,. 11th paragraph, 1st and 9th lines, read "General Assembly" for "Legislature."

Page 252, 11th paragraph, Art. 83, omit period, and read "with" for "With;" and 2d column'

8th paragraph, 1st line, read 'courts" for '-cohrts."

Page 256. 2d paragraph, 11th line, read "impeachments' for "impeachment."
Page 271, 12th paragraph, re^d "table" for "tabled."

Page 263. 4th paragraph, 4thline,^ read "and for" for "for"
Page 272, 8th paragraph, 5th line, read "1867" for "1868."

Page 2S3, 18th line, read "held" ftr "have held,"

Page 272, 2d column, 13th paragraph, 1st line, read "General Assembly" for "Legislature."

Page 279, 2d column, 5th paragraph, 4th line, read "The resolution was adopted;" and 6th •

paragraph, 2d line, read "iTiotioa" for "substitute"
Page 284, 11th paragraph, 4th line, read "$lz" for "$24."

Page 296, Art. 26, 6th line, read "lose" for "loose."













^jmWii

i

i"

^

%

^^:

'H>;;i'S:';^lii1?

;;i«;*K^!i^

iiSiii


